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Edward Vernon, Efq; 



S I R, 

j HEN titles and prefer- 
ments are beftowed on 
other naval commanders, 
it is natural, while a re- 
gard for heroic virtue is inherent in 
Englillimen, for every well-wilher 
of his fountry, to enquire, what 
a 2 honours 
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honouK are conferred on the con- 
queror of Porto Bello, and the af- 
ferter of the antient glory of the 
Britifli flag ? Let them refled on 
the ruined caftles of Carthagena ; 
there the envious Spaniard will 
give more permanent and illuf- 
trious honours to the name of 
VERNON, than all the pompous 
legends of heraldry. 

SciPio is juftly admired for his 
continence, Cato for purity of man- 
ners, and Fabricius for temperance ; 
thefe were Romans, and the prime 
of her city, when Rome was, in 
the zenith of her glory, renowned 
through the univerfe for virtue and 
liberty J yet, however celebrated in 
hiftory, they were not utterly deaf 
to the voice of ambition ; which, to 
have refifted, would have conveyed 
their names to pofterity with a 

brighter 
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brighter and more exalted luftre than 
the deftrudion of Carthage, or the 
oppofition of Caefar and tyranny. 
It has been your misfortune, Sir, to 
live in a more degenerate age ; yet 
you have iKewn a contempt of that 
ambition which fuUied the glories of 
thefe eminent favourites of antiqui- 
ty : you are content to let your ac- 
tions bear their own teftimonial to 
pofterity ; and, without envy, can 
behold ftars, garters, and coronets, 
conferred on your cotemporaries. 
This evinces a truly great and 
noble mind ; a mind confcious, 
that having lived and laboured 
only for the joint fervice of prince 
and people, is the nobleft com- 
penfation of all the toil which at- 
tended it, and that a good name 
is fupcrior to all titles. Therefore, 
in full confidence. Sir, that you de- 
ferve the regard of every candid 

Englifh- 
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EngliOinmtiy the AtJTAoR, by 
thus prefixing yotir ilathe to the 
First VottJME of this work, takes 
a public opportunity of profeffing 
to the world how fiiuch he is, 



SIR, 

Your moft reipcftful 

and obedient fervant, 



R. RoLT. 
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JCERO has judicioujfy remarked^ tbat 
the fir fi law of biftory^ is to advance no 
faljhood^ and fupprefs no truth : hence it 
is evident J tbat the chief quality the public 
fhould expe£t in a bijiorian^ is fmcerity ; and that be 
Ihould let nothing efcape him which may forfeit the con- 
fidence of his readers. An author^ dependent on ago- 
vemmentj concerned in the events which he relates^ 
will find bimfelf too greatly emlarraffed to reconcile 
truth with flattery and particular interefts. Dejpreaux^ 
the celebrated biftorian of France^ who was nominatjsi 
by Lewis XIV. jointly with Monfieur Racine^ to 
write the biftory of his reign^ was fenfible of this diffi" 
culty'y and ingenuoufly confejjed^ that he knew not 
what reafons to alledge for the juftification of the war 
againfl Holland in 1672: which was a bold inftance of 
integrity from afuhj££t of fo arbitrary a prince^ at the 
head offo defpotic a government. The author of the 
prefent undertakings has been honoured with the favour 

and 
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and confidence offome eminent perfons^ who wereprin* 
Cipally concerned, in many of the important events com^ 
prized in bis work ; and^ as he aims at nothing but 
uncorrupted impartiality ^ doubts not but bis bonefi en- 
deavours will obtain that encouragement^ the public 
never fail to confer ^ on fucb as labour only to advance 
the general interejl of the nation. 

UNLIMITED power, in one perfon^ feems to 
have been the firji and natural recourfe of mankind 
from dif order and rapine ; and fuch a government muji 
be acknowledged to be better than no government at all% 
but all reflriSlions of power ^ made by laws^ or partici- 
pation of fovereignty^ among feveral perfons^ are ap- 
parent improvements made upon what began in that 
unlimited power ; for abfolute power in one perfon^ as 
generally exercifed^ is not indeed government^ but^ at 
befly clandefline tyranny^ fupported by the confederates^ 
cr rather the favourite flaves^ of the tyrant. 

LIBERTr is therefore effential to the happi- 
nefs of meny and they who rejign life itfelf^ rather 
than part with ity do only a prudent aSlion\ but 
thofe who lay it down^ and voluntarily expofe them- 
felves to death in behalf of their friends and country^ 
do an heroic one : the more exalted part of our fpe- 
cies are moved by fuch generous impulfes as thefe ; 
but even the community ^ the mafs of mankind^ when 
convinced of the danger of their civil rights^ bave^ 
in all ages J and all nations^ been anxious of preferv- 
ing to themfelves that dearefl of all poffejfwnsy liberty. 
This generous ardour made Greece fo long^ and fo 
formidably^ independent \ in Rome^ this love of pa- 
rents^ 
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retftSy children^ tift^ friends^ nndevenghry^ tbemoji 
dazUng confideration / were but fecondary paJJionSy and 
in all refpeBSj fubfervient to that of liberty j other na* 
tions^ more or lefs^ have firuggled for ^ though few can 
now boaft the enjoyment of^ this divine beatitude ; but^ 
thanks to heaven ! itftill reftdes in Britain, 

WITHOUT liberty^ even health and jirengthj 
and all the advantages bejiowed on men by nature and 
providence^ may^ at the will of a tyrant^ be employed 
to their own ruin^ and that of their fellozv-creatures. 
This liberty^ among the inhabitants of Great Britain^ 
eoTj^Sf in their living under laws of their own mah- 
i^if h ^^^^ perfonal confenty or that of their repre* 
fentatives ; and the perpetuity of this will be dear to 
every Briton^ who loves the religion and laws of his 
€ountry ; its worth will be revered by every man who 
knows the happinefs of a limited monarchy ^ circum* 
fcribed with the bulwark of falutary lawsj which e^ ^ 
qually proteil tbefu^eil from an invajion of the prince^ 
and the prince from any infult of thefubjeH. 

THE Englifhy very juftly^ indulge an opinion^ 
that no nation excells them in gallantry^ in honejly^ in 
fidelity y or in any martial or focial virtue \ but too con-- 
fident afecurity has occajioned the fubverfion of many 
brave and fkurifhing nations \ and it is not altogether 
impojjiblej but this may^ one day^ guide the ax to the 
very root of the Britifh conjlitution. If Greece and 
Rome thus fell from the fummit of human grandeur^ 
where is the country that may not unhappily fuffer the 
fame declenftm ? No people were ever more jealous of 
liberty^ or ever longer or more fuccefsfully defended ity 
Vol. I, b than 
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than the antient Germans ; // nu^ indeed be faid^ that 
liberty^ being driven out of the beft part of the world 
by the Roman arms^ took refuge on the further fide of 
the Rhine •, where fhe bad for her companions and 
guards J poverty^ innocence^ frugality^ and modeftyi 
where^ in the faftneffes of woods and mora£es^ fht 
combated 500 years againji tyramrj^ and ambition : but 
fbefe bold and hardy Germans at length fubmitted to 
the oppreffion of Rome. The French once enjoyed the 
fame happinefs and privileges with England: their 
laws were made by reprejentatives of their own chuf 
ing \ their money was not taken from them^ but by 
their own confent ; their kings were fubjeSl to the rules 
of law andreafon \ but now they are miferable^ and all 
is loft ! their monarch reigns abfolute over an unfortu-^ 
nate people 5 and while his court is the refidence of am^ 
bition^ luxury^ voluptuoujhefs, flattery, and corruption, 
be will endeavour to bring all mankind under his arbi^ 
trary fubjcRion t this has been frequently attempted, 
and as happily ripulfed ; though it will eternally be the 
employment of France, to forge manacles for the free 
part of Europe, which fhe will never fail to make ufe 
of, whenever herjlrength and opulence fhall enable her 
to violate the moft folemn treaties, and fcatter 
every peftilence of war to accomplifh her deftruSive 
purpofes. 

A Claim to the Britifh monarchy, in favour of an 
abjured and fugitive pretender, will be revived by the 
crown of France on every favourable occafion, tillpo-^ 
pery and ambition become quiet and inoffenfrue neigh- 
bours \ and the pwerful French, who deal out crowns 

and 
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imj kingdoms all around tbern^ may in time^ if not 
carefully prevented^ emit a prince on the Britifb 
throne 9 wba fhall aS only as the vice-roy of France^ 
fiall curb our necks to the yoke of tyranny^ fuimrt our 
happy laws and confiitutions, andfnatchfrm us evefy 
great and glorious privilege^ fo nobfy procured^ andfo 
valiantly defended^ iy the courage^ the wifdom^ the 
Iroesj and fortunes J of our progenitors. But Britons ! 
let us hope J that thefe invaluable bleffmgs^ will defcend 
from us to our pojlerity^ as immaculate as we received 
them from our anceftors ; let us point out to our de^ 
fcendantSj how we have exerted the influence of our 
country^ andprejerved our conjiitutional freedom^ at a 
time when the liberties of all mankind were invaded by 
the afpiring principles of France ; let us trace out what 
are the indelible marks of our natural and perpetual fe- 
eurity ; let us fee what were our hearts and tenders at 
bome\ in what hands was power lodged abroad '^ andf 
by tracing out the dijfentions of the fiver al courts of 
Europe, and our own unnatural divifions^ let us repre^ 
fent to poflerity, how happily the Britifh nation haw 
extricated tbemfelves^ their alliesj and all Europe^ 
from the dangerous fiiares, fo infidiouflj fpread for 
their captivity^ by the arises of France. We can 
neither know our fecurity, nor Ufenfible of our danger^ 
from arrj partial view of our condition^ or from ap^ 
pearances of one fide only \ but mufi Judge of our condi^ 
tionj from th^ circumftances of affairs of Europe in 
general^ as well as of Qreaf Britain in particular : 
therefore it is apprehended^ this undertakit^ may be of 
fqm^ adwnt(^e to the public ; efpecially^ if we grant 

b a tkq 
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the faying of Uvy to he true^ ^^ nat the utility tf 
** hifioty^ furnifhes the reader with examples of all 
*' kinds ^ fet before him in an impartial light j whence 
*' he may cbufefor himfelf and country y what he ought 
" to imitate \ and there be may fee ^ what he ought to 
«^ avoids as being fhameful in the undertakings and 
" fatal in the en^ent!^ 

I'M ESE are only arguments ^ tojhew the necej/ity 
of fuch a works for the benefit of pojlerity: and many 
injlances may he given of its utility to our cotempora- 
ties ; of which it has been thought proper to mention 
the following^ as the moft material ^e motives that 
may engage a wife prince^ orJlatCj in a war^ may be 
one or more of tbefe : either to check the overgrown 
power of fome cmkitious neighbour ; to recover what 
bad been utyuftly taken from them\ to revenge fome 
injury they have received \ to afjift fome ally in ajufi 
quarrel 5 or to defend themfelveSs %vben they are iiu 
vaded. The foundation of tbefjrft V^ar^ for ten years 
afier the revolution^ wherein the Emperor j J^nglandj 
and the Dutch j were principals j Wfas^ in the general 
view J to curb the ambitious deftgns of France \ and^ 
in regard particularly to England^ was to make Lewis 
XIV. acknowledge William III. and to recover Hud- 
fon\s Bay, 7be fucceeding wfir^ in the reign of ^eet^ 
AfinCs was commenced upon the fame general motives \ 
in which England was the mor^ particularly concerned j 
by Franc f putting an indignity and affront on her ma- 
jejiy^ in granting an afylum to the pretended Prince of 
Wales s and offer ting his claim to the crown of Eng^ 
knd* Xi^e late war betv/een Great Britain and Spain 



was^ 
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was J to preferve the rigbl of the Britijb tumgation^ 
and to 9bt(dn fatisfaQion for the depredations commit^ 
ted iy the Spaniards : tbiSy and the general war com- 
menced (^aiti^ the beirefs of the boufe of Auflria^ were 
both fomented hy France ; tbefrfi witb a view to ex- 
baufi and impoverifb tbe power and wealth of Britain ; 
and tbe latter ^ to fuhjugate her Aufirian oponentj wbo 
bad bng blocked up tbe paffage between France and 
leniverfal empire. Tie two former wars bave been 
already copiottfy related ; and as tbe two latter iave 
been profecuted witb tbe effufton of tbe blood of tbou- 
fondsy and continued witb tbe expence of millions, it 
feems as neceffary now, as it was then, tbat tbe public 
Jbould be freefyy and impartially told witb wbatjufiice 
tbefe wars were commenced \ wbat circumftances tbtf 
were in '9 after wbat manner tbey bave been treated^ 
iy tbofe wbom tbey entrufted fo many years witb tbe 
^fpofal of tbeir blood and treafure 5 and wbat are tbe 
€onfequences tbis management is like to entail upon tbenh 
fehes and tbeir pofterity. 

AS to tbe work itfelf if it does notgrue tbatuniver- 
fal fatisfaSiion tbe autbor would be ambitious to beflow ; 
be is convinced tbat not tbe leaft imputation of flattery^ 
or partiality^ can be thrown upon him by tbe difpajftonate 
and unprejudiced part of mankind: though , where there 
isfuch little unanimi^ in the fentiments of men \ while 
prevalence of party j fhall make one perfon commend^ 
wbat another will as readily difapprove ; very precari- 
Qus is the reputation of a writer: however , where 
the author has endeavoured to do juftice to tbe brave 
0^d wor(iy man^ tbis he affirms^ that his encomiums 

artfe 
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arifi from m hlind adulation ^ but proceed from a eof$^ 
virion in bis own hreafij of ibiir propriety. Certainfy 
the pfd>Hc bave different opinions of tbe fame men^ and 
tbe fame tbings ; PMfiy are deceived by inter eft ^ pre- 
judice^ and pinion ; fome by envyj and others by de-^ 
traSiion: from ihefe^ tbe deferving moHy however 
meritorious y can never extort the leaji approbation^ 
and they bate to read thofe public praijes^ they will not^ 
eut of fome private antipathy^ Uftow tbemfehes : but 
tofucb as thefe^ the author recommends the obfervation 
of a great and ancient example j in jiuguflus Cafar: 
ibis prince^ who was extremefy Jealous of bis power 3 
having fir prized one of bis grand children reading tb^ 
life of CatOj be encouraged the b^^ who wanted to 
€onceal tbe ^^, bidding bim read on^ ^< For Cata 

^^ was a brave patriot^ and a good fnan\" and 
though the government of this monarch was fotmded 

upon the ruins of the republican virtues of Cato^ he 
could always y with pleafure^ hear his favourite poets^ 
Virgil and Horace ^ beftow theftrongeft encomiums upon 
fo eminent a patriot of the common-wealth. 

I^T is not the true intent of hijiory^ fo much 
to load the memory of the reader with a copi- 
ous colleSiion of public records^ as it is to ele^ 
vate his thoughts and enrich his underftanding : and 
tbe ingenious Voltaire has delivered it as his opinion j 
that hijiorians fhould incorporate reflexions with the 
feries of events related^ becaufe the dry way of writing 
is neither fo in/iru£live or pleafing^ as when tbe au" 
tbor interfperfis a moral difqmfition^ or animates tbe 
reader by a bold and beautiful expreffum ; bow far tbe 

(refent 
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frefent undertaking is agreeable to the fentiments of 
this eminent Frencbmanj will be more proper to be 
amfidered by the reader j than offer ted by the writer. 

TO render the work as perfpicuotis as poffible^ the 
duthor has taken a method^ that feemed to him the 
mofi eligible^ for preferving a proper coimc£lion and 
dependency throughout the tranfaSions of every year: 
for this purpofe^ he has divided the work into fever al 
parts^ every part comprizing the events of a parti' 
cular year ; thefe parts are thrown into difiinSl di- 
vifionSy to avoid the confufion that otherwife v:ould 
have arifen by blending the land and naval wars in a 
promifcuous order together •, and thefe divifions are 
fuidivided into different chapters, whereby every mate^ 
rial aSlion, independent of others, remains difentang^ 
Jed and fiands in the mofi confpicuous Jituation for 
the obfervance of the reader ; who is alfo to take no- 
tice^ that the Englifh chronology, in beginning the 
year on the 2 5/^ day of March, had it been purfued, 
would have made it impoffible to reconcile it with the 
dates of foreign tranfailions, becaufe mofi other nati- 
ons begin the year on the iji of January ; and there- 
fore their date has been adhered to by the author. 
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CHAPTER I. 

An introdu<9:ory ftate of the treaties 
and differences fubfifting between 
Great Britain and S P ^ r n, 
from tbc treaty of 1667, to the 
convention in 1739, 



; FREE and immoleftcd nivi-CHAP. 
gation through the fcas of A- j, 
merica, h an indubitable right t—y—^ 
of the crown of England, by the- 
law of nations, imnictiior'isUy 
enjoyed, and eftabliftied by many 
treaties. The violation of this right, has been ihtf 
bafis not only of the late, but many prtfcceding 
contentions between the monarchs of Greai 
Britain and Spain: for the Spaniards had long. 
exerciied too' extenfive privileges in the feas oB 
America, to the manifelt detriment and preju- 
dice of the Britifh trade ; till at length the am-' 
bttion of Spain was arrived w fuch an unEmii>^ 
A 2 ted 




Part ted height, and attended with fa many aggravat- 
I. ing circunnftances, as to diffiife a juft'fpirit of 
indignation and refcntnicnt throughout the 
whole Briti(h nation ^ thfe ' people all glowing 
with an unanimous refolution, to vindicate their 
right and freedom of' navigation, -from the in- 
folent and unauthorized oppreflion of the Spa- 
niards. To arrive at a true and perfpicuous 
knowledge, of the contefted matters that gave 
. rife to the late .war between Great Britain and 
Spain, a retrofpeftion is neceffary to fome of 
their former tranfadlions, and to the feveral 
commerical treaties fubfilling between the two 
crowns ; and this without any further deduc- 
tion of hiftorical Fads, will fufEciendy ferve to 
illuftrate and explain the nature and foundation 
of all mifundepftandings and controverfies be- 
tween the two kingdoms. 
1648. The firft treaty with regard to navigation 
and commerce in the Weft Indies, was concluded 
at Munfter, between Philip IV. of Spain and the 
States General, on the 30th of January, 1648; 
wherein it is ftipulated by the 5th article, 
" That the con trading parries, fhould retain 
*^ and enjoy their poffeflions and commerce in 
*' America, and other places, as they then re- 
" fpeftivcly held the fame." And by the 6th 
article, ^' The fubjefts of each were forbid to 
*' navigate and trade in the ports and other 
*' places poffeffed by the other in the Weft In- 
*' dies." There is no greater reftriftion, with 
refpeft to the navigation and commerce of the 
fubjefts of the States in thefe parts, than there 
is with rcfpefl: to the Spaniards ; thofe feas be- 
ing left free and open, equally to both •, the 
prohibition of the one navigating and trading 
ifl the poffeffions of the other. is mutual, with- 
out 
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out any diftindtion or refervation of a greater Chap« 
prehemincnce, or of any liberty given to one I.. 
preferably to the other, to ftop and vifit vcfftls y^^^^^ 
in the fcas of America. 

The like ftate of navigption and commerce, 1667. 
was concluded between England and Spain, 
by the 8th article of the treaty made between 
thofe crowns the 23d of May, 1667; whereby 
it is agreed with refpeft to the two Indies. 
^^ That Spain (ball grant to England, all 
*' that has been granted to the States General 
*' of the united provinces in the treaty of Mon« 
*' fter in 1648." And in the 14th article of 
this treaty, it is exprefely ftipulated, *' That no 
'' guarda cofta or (hip of war belonging to 
** Spain, fliall come within cannon (hot of an 
'' Englifh (hip, if (he meets the latter at fea i 
" but (hall fend their long boat or pinnace 
*' to the Englilh (hip, with two or three men. 
** on board, to whom the mafter or owner 
*' (hall (hew his pafiports and fea letters 5 where- 
'^ by not only the (hips lading, but the place 
^^ to which (he belongs, and as well the maf- 
** ter's and owner's name, as the name of the 
*' (hip may appear; by which means the quality 
*' of the (hip, and her mafter or owner will be 
** fufiiciently known, as alfo the commodities 
** (he carries, whether they be contraband or 
^^ not ; to the which paflfports and fea letters, 
** entire faith and credit (hall be given." And 
if it (bould appear, that prohibited goods are 
on board an Engli(h (hip, it is by the 15th 
article of the fame treaty declared, that " Thofe 
^ prohibited goods are only to be feized and 
** confi(cated, and not the other Goods. Nei- 
** ther (hall the delinquent incur any other pu» 
** ni(bment, except he carry out from the do- 

** minions 
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i-RT' by the Spanifli mmifter, for ttiaintaining pirates 
\\ ifi thofe parts, to the great lofs of the fubjedls 
of -the king of Spain ; but in 1680 he returned 
wtb a new commiflion to his government. 
' Though Capt. Morgan had received the 
fconor of knighthood, and lived privately on the 
fortune he had acquired by buccaneering, he 
was^lfo, upon a letter from the fecretary of Itate, 
ftritpfifoner to England-, notwithftanding he 
had done nothing but by commiflion from the 
governor and council of Jamaica, and had re- 
•<s6iVed their formal and publick thanks for his 
%atlaht behavior-, but without being charged 
-^ith any crime, or brought to a hearing, after 
*a confinement of three years he was difcharged. 

However culpable the Spaniards thought the 
^vernors of Jamaica in Iheltering the bucca- 
neers, after the treaty of 1670, it may be reafon- 
ably fuppoled, they were no further inftrumen- 
tal in- promoting their enterprizes than permit- 
ting ^hem to inhabit there, and profufely fquaa- 
:^6r' away thofe riches for which they had fo dan- 
'geroufly hazarded their lives: for it is certain 
^ffeat Martsfield, one of their leaders, after his 
-CCMicJueft of St Katherine's, feeing that ifland fo 
-plciifant, fruitful,, and conveniently fituated for 
invading or roving on the Spanifli coafts, had 
an intention of forming a fettlement there ; but 
Sir Thomas Lynch^ then governor of Jamaica, 
prevented it, -as'teing too notorious a breach of 
the cpcace thisn'^fvibfifting betweeh the crowns of 
£fi^and and Spain. ■ While the duke of Albe- 
.marje was goverw&r jof Jamaica, king James II. 
^granted a cohimifRon to Sir Robert Holmes, to 
^uppfcfe pirates^ ihJ America ; and Sir Robert pro- 
cured a proclamarion* to be publiftied, ** For 
•** the more .cfl&aual reducing and fuppreffing 

** pirates 
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" piratea and privateers in America:" he alfoCHAf^- 
appointed Stephen Lynch, Eiq; to be his agent \. 
at Jamaica, whiiher he carried the before- men- 
tioned proclamation, and fent it to the SpaniQi 
ports, as well to the north Tea as to Panama on 
the fouth fea, being furnilhed with paiTport^ 
from the court of Spain. And in 1698 the 
Scots having fettled at Darien, fortified Golden 
Ifland, at the bottom of the gulph, where the 
ifthmus between that and the fouth feas is fo nar- 
row that few men might defend it againft mul- 
titudes, and deny all paflage that way to the 
Spanifh fettlements; but king William regard- 
ing the ftridt alliance he had entred into with 
Spain, and deeming this fettlement of the Scots 
a breach of it, would not fuSer his Engliffa fubu 
je6):s to zSi&, the new colony \ and though this 
was a fair opportunity of poflfefllng that ifthmua^ 
and encreafing the trade, riches and power of 
the firitifh empire, yet the king fent order; to 
his governors in the Weft Indies to grant them 
no fupply of provifions, the want of which d> 
liged the Scots to abandon their (ettlemqit 1^ and 
as fcvcral of the buccaneers were afterwards ex- 
ecuted as pirates, by orders of the court of Eng^ 
Jaxid, and thereby the whole gang was extirpated. 
This evidendy fliews, that after the treaty of 
1670, the Engiift miniftry were far from en- 
couraging the buccaneers ; though . probably at 
the iame time the governors of Jamaica exceeded 
their commifiions, by conniving at the defigns 
of theie bold and defperate adventurers. 

The kings of Spain have aflumed the ibie 
propriety of trading to their own fetdements 
in America, iiot only from the other potentates 
of Europe, but even from their own fubjeds ; 
f robibicing any commerce in tbofe parts, unleis 

B the 
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Part the goods are fent to Spain, and (hipped in the 
I. galleons or flota regiftrated by his catholic ma- 
jefty, and fubjefted to his duties and indultos. 
This occafioned the Spanifh merchants in Ame- 
rica to give great encouragement to the traders 
of Jamaica, to fupply them with negroes, fluffs 
and other Englifh manufaftures -, which, though 
detrimental to the Spanifh crown, as it was 
thereby defrauded of its duties -, yet, as the 
fubjefts found many advantages in this clandef- 
tine trade, the Englifh never failed of making 
very profitable markets. Of this, the minifters 
who concluded the treaty of 1670 were fo fen- 
fible, that in order to preferve inviolably the 
friendfhip between both nations, they made a 
peculiar claufe therein, " That particular offl^nces 
** Ihall no way be a prejudice to this treaty, and 
** caufe no enmities or diflentions between the 
*« two nations ; but every one fliall anfwer for 
^« what he has done, and be profecuted for contra- 
*< vening it ; neither ftiall the one have recourfe 
" to letters of reprizals, or any other methods of 
** the like nature, to obtain reparation of the 
** other, unlefs juftice be aftually denied,or unrea- 
*' fonable delays ufed in adminiftring the fame.** 

During the reigns of Charles II. James IF, 
William III. and queen Anne, the Spaniards 
never attempted to feize any Britifli veffels 
in America, on pretence of having prohibited 
goods on board in time of peace 5 but the 
guarda codas afting under very extenfive pow- 
ers, and many of them being fitted out only 
with lucrative views, by the merchants of Spain, 
the Spanifti inhabitants of America, and fome- 
times by the governors of their fentlements there, 
and thefe governors being perfohally prejudiced 
by the trade carried on by the Englifh, repre- 

fentfed 
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icnted it at Madrid much greater than it really Chap. 
was, in order to obtain commiflions of reprizal ; I. 
alledging that the fubjeds of England trafficked 
ix) the ports and on the coafts of the Spanifh co- 
lonies, protefted by Britifli men of war and the 
governors of the Britifh plantations ; till at 
length, after repeated applications, the Spanifh 
miniftry gave power to the American guaroia 
codas, to flop and fearch all Englifh veflels they: 
fufpefted of carrying on this trade, and to con- 
fifcate fuch cargoes, as con fitted of logwood, 
cocoa, or pieces of eight, as legal captures, in 
diredt violation of the treaties of 1667 and 1670: 
and under this fandion, the Spaniards commit- 
ted the moft outrageous adls of violence on the 
Englifh. 

This privilege was much too unlimitted ; for 
cocoa is the produce of the Britifh colonies, and 
pieces of eight the current fpecie of the Wcfl 
Indies; and as to the other commodity, the 
Englifh feem to derive a liberty of cutting log- 
wood on the coafts of Honduras and Campeachy, 
with as much propriety as the Spaniards ; for by 
the 7th article in the treaty of 1670, it is fti- 
pulated, *' That the crown of England fhall 
** always pofTcfs in full right of fovereignty, all 
** places in America, which the king of England 
*« or his fubjefts then held or poflefTed, in fb 
** much that they neither can nor ought here- 
•* after to be called in queftion." Thefe words 
arc fufficient to remove all objeftions raifed by 
the Spaniards, as to the Britifh pofTeffions in the 
province of Yucatan, and their right of cutting 
logwood in the bay of Campeachy ; for it ap- 
pears by the report of the lords of trade and 
plantations, made in confequence of an applica.. 
tidn by the merchants to king George !• " That 

B 2 "the 
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PA^t " the treaty of 1676 feftablifhcd a right in the 
I. *< crown of Great Britain to the Laguna de Ter- 

-i-v**--' " minos, in the province of Yucatan, as being 
" it the time of the treaty, and fw fome years 
•« before, actually in the poflfeffion of the Britifh 
^"^ fuh^tas.'* The Spafitfli claim of original con- 
(jueft, on which they fo nruch depend, means 
notbitig in this cafe, as it cannot extend to places 
tliey never poffcffcrd, of which number is the 
Laguria de Terminos : and the Mulcheto Indians, 
having preferved themfelves from the Spanifh 
yoke, the better to maintain their liberty, in 
rhe reign of king James II. fubmitted to the 
proteftron of the Englifh, and have ever fince 
retained an inviolable friendfliip to that nation. 
As the Mufchetocs border on the uninhabited 
part of Honduras, they have the beft right to 
the cutting of logwood there, and this right 
fcem's by their fubmiffioh to be transferred to the 
Englfdi ; fo that the Engliih right of logwood 
fcems Well grounded both in Honduras and 
Cam peachy. 
171 3. Ayter the proclamation of the peace of 
iJtredht, or rather the declaring a fdpehfion of 
afffl^ benJ^en Great Britain and Spain, the Spa- 
i|j:i'ards exercifed their violent infdlts on the Eng- 
nfti, Whbfe'lofs, in lels than one year afterwards, 
amoiinted to above 200,000 pieces of eight ; 
for Which though they dematided fatisfaftion, 
they were rtever able to obtain the leaft ; w!ien 
at the fame time, the governor of Domingo 
having charged the Englilh with landing at Hif- 
paniola, and carrying off negroes, indigo and 
o'thei' g;oods, to a great value, the governor and 
fcbuncil 6f Jamaica, ordered and made an am- 
jile rcimburfemcht to the Spanilh fUfFcrcrs. 

On 
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On- acceptance of the afliento contraA by the Chap. 
fouth fea company, purfuant to the treaty be- I. 
tween her late majefty queen Anne and king ^^-^-v-*^ 
Philip V. of Spain, concluded at Madrid the I7'3- 
26th of March, 1713 ; the company were there- 
by allowed, to introduce into the Spaniih Ame- 
rica, 144,000 negroes within the Ipace of thirty 
years, to commence on March 1, 1713; being 
4,800 yearly, and to pay a duty after the rate 
of 33 4 pieces of eight for every flave. But his 
catholic majefty, on the company's advancing 
him a loan of 200,000 pieces of eight, to be 
repaid out of the duties of the laft ten years, at 
20,000 pieces of eight yearly, in confideration 
of the prompt payment of that fum, obliged 
the affientifts to pay duty only tor 4,000 negroes^ 
thofe of 800 yearly being remitted. In this 
afliento treaty was comprized an additional arti- 
cle, whereby Spain granted to the Englifh com- 
pany, permiflion of fending every year, during 
the feid thirty years, a (hip of 500 ton with 
inerchandize for the fairs of New Spain 5 oa 
condition, that his catholic majefty fhould have a 
fourth of the profit of the (hip, as well as the 
negro treaty, and 5/. percent, for the other 
three parts belonging to England. 

hi the y€«ar 1718 a rupture happening be- 1718. 
tween the <:rowns of Great Britain and Spain, 
Sir George Byng, the Briti(h admiral, dcftroyed 
theSpanifh fleet in the ftreights of MefTina ; an4 
the Icing of Spain (eized all the efFedls of the 
fodth fea company, that were any where to be 
found in his dominions, amounting to abouft 
425,000/. fterling. However, in the year I7^^» 
1721, a treaty was concluded at Madrid be- 
tween the two crowns, by which the Spanifli (hips 
and Bnd(h effedbs were to be reciprocally reftor- 

ed. 
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Part ed, and commerce fet on the footing of former 
I. treaties. 

b-i-v-ii^ In 1720 the Spaniards from Cuba and the 
continent, having committed many a6ts of hot 
tiiity on the Englifh, Sir Nicholas Laws, then 
governor of Jamaica, and commodore Vernon, 
at that time commander in chief of all his Bri- 
tannic majefty's fhips in the Weft Indies, fent 
letters to Trinadado in Cuba, demanding fa- 
tisfaftion from the alcades or commanding 
officers of that city ; but were fo far from pro- 
curing it, that the Spaniards made frivolous 
pretences of the Englifh carrying on a prohi- 
bited trade to their fettlements, and denied any 
reftitution as required by the governor and com- 
modore. This ufage fo exafperated the gover- 
nor, that foon after one of the guarda coftas 
being taken by the Launcefton man of war, with 
fifty-eight Spaniards on board, who had a little 
before taken off Hifpaniola, a fnow belonging 
to Jamaica ; the governor, aflifted by his coun- 
cil and the commanders of the fleet, held a 
council of war to try the Spaniards for piracy, 
for which forty-three of them were convifted, 
condemned and executed. 

1726. The Spaniards, pretending that the fouth fea 
company's annual fhip praftifcd an illegal com- 
merce, by flationing cargoes in her way, and 
eluding the revenues due to his catholic majefty, 
had detained the Royal George, being the com- 
pany's affiento (hip, at Porto Bello ; and as the 
Spaniards were at that time meditating a com- 
bination with feveral European powers, for rait 
ing a new war, particularly againft England ; 
admiral Hofier, in 1726, was difpatched with 
a fleet to the Weft Indies, to intercept the Spa- 
nilh flota, or hinder them from conveying their 

trcafure 
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treafure into Europe; which he accordingly cF-Chap. 
feftcd, and in fome meafure prevented the per- I. 
nicious confequences, of fuch a confederacy as^— -y— ^i- 
the court of Spain was then endeavouring to ce- 
ment, purfuant to the treaty of Vienna. The 
arrival of this commander was alfo to demand 
reparation of the Spaniards, for the frequent in- 
fults and loffcs the Englifli had fuffcred by them 
in their navigation and trade ; for that end he 
failed to Porto Bello and demanded the Royal 
George, which was immediately delivered. 

What has been thus enumerated, may fervc 
CO point out the long diilentions between Eng- 
land and Spain, concerning the navigation and 
commerce in America ; it is not material to en- 
ter into a more particular detail, of the many 
mifunderftandings between both nations ; let it 
fufiice, that complaints were grown fo numerous 
at the time of the treaty of Seville, Odober 29, 
1729, that the commiflaries who were thereby 1729^ 
appointed to examine all grievances on both fides, 
were allowed no lefs than three years to finifli 
their commiffion ; and in fix months after their 
report, the monarchs were reciprocally to exe- 
cute what they Ihould have decided. 

By this treaty of Seville, the former treaties 
were renewed, and peace and perpetual union 
agreed on ; the Englifh never infringed this trea- 
ty, except fucli private adventurers as thought fit 
to run the rifque of a contraband or prohibited 
trade along the Spani(h coaft, on whom alone, 
according to the treaty of 1670, the guarda 
coftas, ought to have executed their authority ; 
but inftead of this, they ftill continued violence 
to the fair trader, and indifcriminately exercifed 
an unlimitted privilege, taking many Britifh vet 

fels. 
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Part fels, confifcating their cargoes, and ufmg their 

I, crews with the utmoft inhumanity. 
L^^v— *-^ But in the year 1734, while Great Britain, 

1734. to gratify the ambitious views of the Spanifh 
queen, was principally concerned in eftabUlhing 
her fon Don Carlos on the thrcMie of Naples and 
Sicily, to the great prejudice of the houfe of 
Auftria, the Spaniards then promifed reftitution 
for all their depredations, and fent orders to their 
American governors to do the Britifh nation juf- 
tice ; nay, they even condemned and confifcated 
one of their guarda codas, towards making fa- 
tisfa<5tion to ^me merchants, whofe (Ups they 
had ravaged. But no fboner had Don Carlos 
bccrt peaceably invefted in his regal dignity, than 
the Spaniards renewed their infults, and repeat- 
ed their outrageous hoftiUties on the Englifh, not 
only in America, but even plundering their ihips 
in the Mediterranean ; which rendred the Britifh 
commerce {o precarious, that their merchants 
could not fail in fafety without the protedion of 
a convoy. Thefe proceedings were the more 
atrocious, as committed during the very time the 
commiflTaries, purfuant to the treaty of Seville, 
had aflfembled at Madrid, were receiving com- 
plaints from both parties, and with a profundity 
bf deliberation fat expeditiouQy weighing them 
for more than feven years. 

1738. The Britifh nation, tired with the flowncfs of 
the Spanifh commifTaries, and after many follici- 
tations and previous trials with the miniflers of 
Spain, in order to accelerate their proceedings, 
and enforce their demands, lent a fleet into the 
Mediterranean under the command of admiral 
Haddock : this was the purpofe of fending it ; 
the Spaniards were alarmed, and offered to treat ; 
the Englilli minifters refufed to enter into any 

treaty. 
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treaty, tiR rq^aratioo £br loflfes, and ftdfifi&ioftCfiAfdf 
for injuries were firft granted by Spain ; and io^ L 
fltienced J^y the terror of a Britmi fleet, the 
Spaniards agreed to it, and their commiflariea 
jmceeded to fettle what had been referred to 
them. 

Th b accounts of the Englilh merchants, and 
tJieir demands were carefully infpe^ted and ak 
lowed, by the Spanifh commtflaries, and the firfb 
compuution of the demands of England on Spain^ 
was 343,277/. including thole feizures which had 
been examined by the commiflaries as well aa 
tbofe that had been fince made ; but Mr. Stert, 
the Englifli commifllary was of c^nion,. that fuch 
dilallowances might be made on account of uui-. 
)uft and over-rated claims, as would redtice the 
gcx>fi fum to 200,000/* as a reaibnable fatisfadba 
for the Englilh fufierers. But as the Englafli 
would QOt accept cedulas, offered for reftiiutton, 
to be made in the Weft Indies y or with afiign^ 
ments on the pbamber of commerce at Seville^ 
or on the regifter (hip, or other ihips, or with 
any lefi fecurity, thanaftual payment in money 
in a ihort time at London^ the Englilh commiiP 
iary made an abatement (rf 45,000/. for tKe 
pnocppt payqpem, which reduced the Englilh 
chunk tQ 1 55,oe>a/. -^^ By the treaty of Madrid 
in 1 72 1, It is by the 5th article Agreed, *^ That 
^ hb Brittmriic' majefty (hould caufe to be re* 
^ ftored to his Catholic majeftly, all the flupar 
^* of the %>aQafh fleet taken by England^ in- 
^^ the navaT battle fbi^t in Ati|;uft, ijt%^ 'w 
^ the f^s; of Sicily, with the gqns, iails,.tig- 
^ ging and other equipage^ in the condition they 
^^ were then in v or dfc the value of thofe which^ 
^* may have been ibid at the purchafe price.^ 
And accordingly the reftitution of thelQfhipa was 
VoL.I* C tendered 
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Part tendered by the .En^lifli, to the ^Spanifli com- 
I. miffaries at Port-Mahon, where . the (hips then 

^— ->r«*-' lay, who finding them greatly difabled, and un- 
fit for fervicc, refufcd to take them ; and there- 
upon, by order of the governor of Minorca, the, 
fliips were drawn out of the harbour and funk" 
in the main Sea ; for which the Spaniards now 
infifting on an equivalent, brought in a claiin- 
of i8o,oco/. and this being flipulated by the 
Engliih commiflary at 66,oooi there was then 
but an inconfiderable conccflion of 95,000/. from 
Spain, and the 60,000 /. to: be 'paid by the En**; 
gKih government for the 5pani(h Ihips, being? 
only 155,000/. to Gompcnfate the great loffes of 
the Ebglife merchants. . 

: Upon this foundation the. reciprocal fatisfac- 
tion for pail damages on both .fides were nego* 
ciated^:L .. . . : -..., ... j^i 

'739* - AccoRDraoLY on theJgd of January, 1739$ 
a convention was haftily fign'ed atone of the pa- 
laces belonging to his Catholic msyefty called the. 
pardo, by the minifters of both crowns^ • 
V By. -the firft;aTti?lb of which, , ** The a*ntienr 
*^<.fTiendIhip wai to.bp reftored, and' two Inini- 
***fters pknipoteatiaries to meet at Madrid, in. 
*« fix-weeks; finally to regulate the fpfjpcftivc-pre- 
'.*. teqfibns: of ' the* two crowds according. lo-iFor-? 
••*..mer treaties^V :; .. * ,^^.1.-1 • i 

THt fecond artifcle:^'^ Refcrsi to: the fettling the* 
^f liftiits of Fbrtda and Cacoliha' to the fame* 
" nytiiftcjre, aniiJ iattfieraean t5inc:.tlSings .to re** 
s* ' njiiiT thprei;di<.the famdjfituatiori.? . . . * ^ • 

vBy.diC^thirdi^-/** iThe kingof SjJain ptqmifes to* 
^{ pay the agredd ^9 5,000/.? but loaves the difr 
S*..puica betwetttttthe^crowtijof Spain and':rfic Eng- 
** Jij(h fouth fe» company, to.bc fettled hereafter.*' 

. 1: \. ■^- . . ■• To 
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To this treaty were annexed two ferrate arti- Chap. 
cles; by the firft of which. *' PJenipotentianiesr I. 
^^ are appointed on both fides, and the ^payment 
" of the 95,000./^ fixed to be rnade in JLondon 
" in money within four n^onths.-.* .r 

The fecpnd " Relates only to the reftoration 
" of two particqlarVefTelSt** . 

This treaty was accompanied with a declara* 
tion of the king of Spain» which. his majefty in- 
fifted on as a prelimiiiA.ry to his figning the con- 
vention 5 by which, "He referves a right of 

fufpending the afllentp of negroes, unleis the 

Englifli fputh fea company, fubjefted itfelf to 
" pay in a Hiort time the fum of 68,000/. fti- 
" puli^ted Jto be due on the negroe duty.'* . 

This convention was laid before the Briu(h 
parliament the 8th of February following, who 
ordered it to be printed. Thus being produced 
before the. public, it occafioned a general con- 
cern, as they apprehended it too incompatible 
with the Britifh honour and intereft, and accord* 
ingly feveral petitions were prefented to both- 
houfes of parliament by the loj'd mayor, alder- 
men,, and common council of the city of Lon- 
don, the Weft India merchants of London, 
Briftol, Liverpool, and other places \ fetting 
forth, the national prejudices^ refulting from the 
convention, and praying the redrefsof parlia-» 
ment againft a treaty fo repugnant to the wifhes 
and expe£tations of the generality of the king- 
dom. 

These petitions were taken into confident* 
tion by both houies of parliament ; and the 
lords, after examining Mr Drake, Mr Bendi(bt 
Mr&ert late one of the Britifh com miflaries at 
Spain, and feveral other merchants, concerning 
the Englilh lofies s entered into a warm debate, 
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FARt and through the t^itufterial influence came to a. 
L sefobtion, ^< That an hamUc addnci^ (hould be 
prefented to htsmajefty^ to retufn him thanks 
«« for his great eat-e in (gaining, the tonVen- 
*« tion, " which was accordingly pdeftnted ; and 
thbc^h it was a tiiCit approbation Of that treaty, 
yet their lordfhijps, kmong other things in then* 
addfels, *< Declaried their confidftAce and feli- 
^< ance, on his diajefty'& royal wiftlotfl and 
*• ftcady attention to the^honour of his CrOwn, 
*• and the welfare of his kingdoms ; et^idling 
•* that in ^he treaty to be concluded m puf- 
^« fuahce cX the convention^ proper provi- 
M iidns would be made, for the redrefs of the 
" grievances lb juftly complained of ^ and paf. 
^ ticularly that the frcedotn of navigation and 
<^ commerce ih the American leas would be (b 
^« eflSjdkually fecured^ that they might enjoy un^ 
«* molefted, their undoubted right of havigat- 
^ ing and carrying on trade and commerce, 
^* from one part of his majefty's dominions to 
^ atky other part thereof, without being liible 
" to be ftopped^ vifited, or fcarchcd, on the 
M open feas, or to any other vioktion or infrac^ 
^^ lion of the treaties fubfifting between the t#o 
f* CfoWns % the mutual obfervatice thereof, and 
^ a juft regard to the privileges b^l6Aging to 
^« e^ other, being the only mean§ of main- 
«« taming a godd torfefpondence ahd lading 
«• f rifendftxip Utweeo tiie two nations." 

Don Geraldino, the Spanilb ambaflador at 
London, and ag^ni fof ftdjufting the accompts 
between his CkthOlic majefty and the Englifh 
ibuith ftfe eompany, after having praftifed many 
Aftifiets to engage the company to comply with 

kifi eittrflvagaHt demands, very fuperciliOufly be- 

pLti 10 try the forte of menaces ; but in tain, 

for 
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for on the ift of Maxch, the fouth fea company Chap, 
cjime to a rcfolutioh, to pay no part of the I. 
68^000 L to the king of Spain^ without his com- 
ing to a juft account with them for all feizures, 
captures, and detentions of their fhips, effcfb 
and merchandize, on the rupture in ^718, which 
amounted to 225,000/. ftcrling, and the con- 
fifcation in 1726, to the value of 112,000/. 
which, hy the treaty of 1727, his Catholic mlii 
jefty agreed to reftore, though the company af- 
terwards, received but a very trivial compenfa- 
tion. 

^ Mr Keen, the Brhifli envoy at Madrid, hav- 
ing ftrongly foiicited the payment of the 95,009/. 
ftipalated by the late convention for an indemp- 
nincadon to the Britifli nrterchants, received fuch 
til eQufvbealSng ilnd evafive anfwer^ as obvioufly 
dk^Miftrated, that the Spaniih minillry paid 
but a very (lender regard to the convention^ 
ihtendihg <mlv to linger out a fruitkls negbcia^ 
ttoa, and ffill continue to retard thofe compul^ 
tbty meafiires, which they had fo long expedled 
the ctoWti of Great Britain would have exerted, 
to vindicate its naval reputation, and procure by 
tilt force of arms, that fatisfadion which wa$ 
n6w found impofflble to be obtained by thee& 
fcft of treaty. 



CHAP- 



4 




CHAPTER II. 

From the proclamation of hoftilities 
by the court of Great Britain 
againft the Spaniards, to the ex- 
. pedition againft Porto Bello* 

NOTWITHSTANDING war was the; 
general cry throughout the Britiflb nation. 
Sir Robert Walpole, who prefided at the. head of 
the mini(lry,(lill perfifted in thofe pacific meafures, 
he had been always for maintaining. The 
national debt had received but an inconfiderable 
reduftion fince the treaty of Utrecht,, and at this 
time, amounted to above forty-five millions ; a prx> 
digious fum ! after fo long a peace : arid by car- 
rying on a war with Spain, the nation mud ne- 
ceflarily be loaded with additional taxes, as alio 
by (lopping a trade with that kingdom, it would 
be dfeprived of the moft beneficial branch of its 
commerce, and be thereby the more impovc- 
riflied. This was the tenacious argument of the 
miniftry to prevent a rupture with the crown of 
Spain, which was highly commendatory fo far 
as it tended to their own fecurity, as the pacific 
fyftem, however detrimental to trade, and inju- 
rious to the national honour, would afibrd the 
miniftry leifure, and opportunity for a diminu- 
tion 
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tion 6f this fbrty.five millions, fucb a furprizing Chap, 
incumbrance on a nation, fo long lullt^d in the II. 
bofom of tranquility. The miniftry were very 
fenfible, it ,was too cumberfome a load to fit 
cafy on the neck of the people v efpecially as 
it might be well apprehended, that the free re- 
venue, had^ for near twenty years, been a great 
deal more than fu(fici:'nt for anfweriog the annual 
qtpence, if the miniftry had kept up no greater 
armies that were nece^ry, paid no unnecellary 
penfions, nor fitted out any ufelefs fquadrons ; 
and that upon this calculation, for admitting, 
what was aflerted in the clofe of the reign of 
queen Ann, that 350,000/. a year was fufiicient 
for the fupport of all the guards and g^rrifbns re- 
quiHte at home, 120,000/. fufficient for the or- 
dinary of the navy, 500,006/. a year for the 
dvil Uft, which was affirmed by a nobleman of 
great diftin&ion to be fufficient for that purpofe, 
if exempted from the deduAions of ufelefs or 
dangerous penfions ; and if to thefe three fums^ 
were added ' 520,000/. a year, fpr maintaining. 
10,000 feamen.; and 300,000/. a year, for de- 
fraying the expepce of the office of ordnance, 
and for fupporting the garrifons at Gibraltar, 
Port-MahoD, and in the plantations, the whole 
neceflary annual expence of the nation would 
aLmcmnt to no more than 1,790,000/. to which 
might be* added ss^x 0,000 /. yearly for other con- 
tingietit expences, to make up an even fum of 
two milUdns, which would have: been the annual 
expence bf the nation if difingaged from . any. 
foreign cKfpuies. ' Towards difchai^ing of this,, 
there would .have, been more that.. a fufficiency. 
from the -free .revenue, that isi, the revenue un- 
mortgaged for the payment of any^bld debt ; for 
the land tax,at twoihillings.in the pound, is gene- 
rally 
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Part r^iy cprnputed at a million a year^ and the 
I. malt caXy at 700,000/. a y^r, but as there 
might be a difficiency in each of tbefe anniial 
grants, fuppofe they are both eftimated but at 
1,600,000/. a year •, and though the civil lift 
revenue is generally computed at a million a year. 
If we reckon it but at 9.00,000/. they will make 
in the whole, 2,50o,oooiL free revenue yearly ; 
fb that upon this calculation for many years paft, 
ioftead of encroaching upon the finking fund^. 
500,000/. mi^hi have been added to it. yearly \ 
and inftead of encreafing the national debt, great 
part of it might have been paid ofi^ without laying 
any new and heavier ta^es upon (he people. 
And againft this the miniftry could be no other*, 
wife defended, than by aUedgiog, that if ar-. 
mies had not been kept up, -and augmented, or 
if iquadrons had not been fitted out as often as 
Qccafion required, the nation would have been 
invaded, or fome of its allies followed up, and 
the ballance of power quite overturned \ but that 
all fuch attempts, had been prevented by fucb 
meafures, towards the 'fopporttng of which, as 
the free levenue was deficient, it had been ncr. 
Qe£ary, aknoft cviery year, ta apply fikme part, 
or the whol^ of the Inking func^ r-fcnr the cur^ 
fcnt fcrvices. 

A STAGNATI0N of the Spaniffa trade, isontt»of 
the moft infuper^lc ciii^dvaQtageajcan be thfqvra 
upQn the BritUh natiMi, and $d>ove aU thiiogGSf 
ought to be the moft ctrefiilly aivoid^ % for in; 
t(itt trade center^ dbe moft omfiderabie part of 
tiie Britifb opnitnerce^ by a valuable cx^rtadooi 
of the woollen. manafii&unB^ in mdikb ike loal: 
wealth of the kingdom, confiftt. . But atr the 
fame time, by a ^^seafion. of this mdc^ tiie 
Spanigrd^ cou^i^ be equally aiBiflied^ which \& 

verified 
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verified by their national proverb, •* Peace witli Ch Jt.K. 
" England and war with the whole world : ** H. 
For it is generally fuppofed, that the Bricifli na- <*^*' v >— -# 
tion confumes near two thirds of the exported 
produce of Spain ; therefore the Spaniards are 
dependant for the gteatefl: part of their trade, 
upon a friendly intercourfe with England, which^ 
for its woollen manufadure, tin, lead^ corn and 
coals, receives in exchange from Spain, wine, 
wool, oii» foap, fruit, iron, indigo, cochineal 
and drugs. Though the profits of trade were 
to great in favour of the Engliih, that on the 
ballanoc, their gains were to extraordinary, 
it has been imagined the Englifh and Dutch 
(hared half the treafure of the plate fleet, annu^ 
ally imported from America ; yet the confumpi 
tion of Spaniih commodities in Great Britain, 
thougli incquivalent, was very profitable, 10,000 
ton of Spaniih wines, befides brandies being an* 
nually imported in the Britiih dominions, which 
amount to the confumers to near 1,000,000/. 
fkrling. Befides, England is the only market 
for the* commodities of Spain, the French are 
too fruitful, the northern nations too -poor, and 
the Dutch too frugal, to riot in fuch a luxurious 
produce. Thus a war between Great Britain 
and Spain would be equally detrimental to the 
commerce of both nations, and fuch a conjunc- 
ture mud and always will contribute to the en- 
riching of France at the expence of the powers 
at variance; for during the laft war, in four 
years ' time, there was landed at Breft, fix mil- 
lions ilerling of Spanifii bullion, which France 
drew from its trade with Spain in the Weft In- 
dies ; and the great end Lewis XIV. aimed ar, 
in fetting a prince of the houfe of Bourbon on 
the Spaniih throne, was to draw the riches of • 
Vol. I. D ^he , j 
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Part the Indies into his own treafury : but though 
I. England ought vigilantly to fecure her trade 

b-i-v*— 'with Spain, free from the encroachmcms of 
France or any other rival in fo beneficial a com- 
merce ; it is not lefs incumbent on Spain to avoid 
finking into the arms of France, whofe inhabi- 
tants are not more oppofite in their manners and 
genius to thofe of the Spaniards, than a French 
trade is repugnant to the true intereft of the 
kingdom of Spain. But though the Britilh na- 
tion was burthened with fo weighty a debt, though 
they were convinced it would be unavoidably ag- 
gravated by a prevention of the Spanifti trade, 
yet they univerfally exclaimed againft the long 
forbearance of the miniftry, in permitting the 
Spaniards, unchaftifed, to continue their depre- 
dations; and they impatiently waited for a de- 
claration of hoflilitics, as they might publicly 
redrels thofe injuries they had fo long fupinely 
fuftained from the contumelious power and info- 
lence of Spain. 
1739- On the loth of July, i739> a proclamation w^^s 
iffued at London by order of the Britifh council, 
alledging theSpanifli depredations, the expiration 
of the term limitted for the payment of the 
95,000/. in London, and the non-payment 
thereof, thereby authorizing general reprizals 
and letters of marque againft the fhips, goods, 
and fubjefts of the king of Spain. 

These orders, under the royal fign manual, 
dated the 15th of June, had been difpatched 
almoft a month before their publication, to Com- 
modore Brown, then commander of a Britifh 
iquadron at Jamaica, that he might have an 
opportunity of making the beft ufe of them be- 
fore the Spaniards could receive intelligence of, 
and be prepared againft them, which were pub- 

lilhed 
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liflicd by the commodore on the 8th of Auguft,CHAP. 
but to little purpofe, for the commodore very II. * 
indifcrectly failed with his whole ftjuadron, and'— v*-*^ 
hovering round the Spanifc coafts alarmed the ^739« 
inhabitants, and rendered abortive the intention 
of theBritifh government in that refped: where- 
as had he detached his iquadron to cruize on 
different ftations, he might have fwcpt the whole 
feas, reduced the wealth of Spain, and gained ^ 
to himfelf an immenfe booty. 

The BritiJh miniftry now evidently forefaw 
the unavoidable neceflicy of a Spanifh war, and 
the general fenfe of the whole kingdom, pointed 
out to them, that the Weft Indies was the moft 
proper place for profecuting it, fo as to bring 
the differences with Spain to a fpeedy as well as ' 
happy determination ; for it was there the war 
could be pufhed with the moft eafe and greateft 
advantage, as the Spanifh fettlements were then 
in a very defencelefs condition, their fortifica- 
tions impaired, their artillery negledled, their 
magazines unprovided, their garrifons diminifhed, 
foiritlefs and difaflfedled, and the royal fund of 
Peruvian treafure almoft exhaufted ; nor were 
their fetdements in the Eaft Indies in a better 
fituation : this gave the faireft probability, that by 
a proper exertion of the Britifh force in attack- 
ing the diftant fettlements of Spain, that thq 
Spaniards would have been deprived of their 
principal reiburces to carry on a war, and would 
have been fincerely glad of embracing any mo- 
derate propofals of peace : or fuppofmg the Span* 
iards had perfifted in their obflinacy, to refuib 
the falutary method of terminating differences 
by an amicable accommodation, if the Britifh 
arms had made thofe acquifitions in the Spanifh 
fettlements they had then a favourable opportu^' 

D 2 nity 
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RT nity of doing, any conquefts in that country of 
I. wealth, would have enabled the crown of Great 
Britain to have continued the war at the Span- 
^739- iards expcnce, againft them or any other power 
that fliould have dared to join them ; nor were 
thefe advantageous profpecfb difregarded by the 
Britilh miniftry, they were too obvious to efcapc 
a national knowledge, and the miniftry were 
obliged to coincide with fuch public and open 
fentiments. Accordingly fcveral fchemes were 
projefted, and deliberated upon in council, when 
it was refolved, that two fquadrons fhould be 
immediately equipped for two. fecrct expeditions, 
which would have fome connexion with each 
other ', the one to be commanded by George 
Anfon, Efq-, then captain of the Centurion, and 
Capt. Cornwall was intended for the command 
of the other : the fquadron under Capt. Anfon 
was to have taken on board a regiment of foot, 
and three independent companies under Col. 
Bland, was to fet fail with the utmoft expe- 
dition, and to touch at no place till they came 
to Java-Head in the Eaft Indies, where they 
were only to wat^r, and proceed to the city of 
Manila in Luconia, one of the Philippine iflands 
in poflbQion of the Spaniards, The fquadron 
defigned for Capt. Cornwall was to have been of 

aual force, and was intended to pafs round Cape 
orn into the South Seas, and after ranging 
along that part of the Spanifti coaft, and at- 
tempting their fettlemcnts, this fquadron in its 
FCturn was to rendezvous at Manila, and after 
joining Capt. Anfon, the two fquadrons were 
to have afted in conjunftion, and receive further 
orders for other confiderable enterprizes: and 
this fcheme met with fuch general approbation, 
that in the beginning of September a veflel was 

diipatched 



Engaged in the late General War. 29 

difpatched to Capt. Anfon, then on a ftationCHAp. 
cruize, to order his return with his (hip to Portf- 11. 
mouth. '-^ -sr^ 

The more eflFeftually to diftrcfs the Spaniards, ^739« 
another Iquadron was deftincd for the Weft In- 
dies, and Edward Vernon, Eiqj then lately 
created vice admiral of the blue, from the many 
eminent fervices he had formerly done his coun- 
try in that remote part of the world, was uni- 
vcrfally looked upon as the mod proper officer 
for fo important a command. Though the bra^ 
very of this gallant commander, added to his 
thorough knowledge of the American ieas,' had 
been well manifefted to the entire approbation 
of the whole kingdom ; yet his fidelity, dili- 
gence and bravery had been hitherto unreward- 
ed : but notwichftanding his rank in the navy 
had been long negleded, though he had with- 
drawn from any public ftation, and with great 
reaibn was difgufted at the miniftry ; no fooner 
was an application made to him to undertake the 
command of a fquadron for the national fcrvice, 
but, with a behaviour equal to the antient patri- 
ots of Greece and Rome, he facrificed all his 
private refentments to the public welfare, and 
obeyed the fummons with alacrity ; defiring only 
xkixtt or four days to fettle his family affairs. 
Great was the expedation of the whole kingdom, 
from the conduft of (o experienced and difinte- 
refted a gentleman, nor were they difappointed in 
their boldeft wiflhes ; for this brave commander, 
chearfully quitted the calm retirement of a ru- 
ral life ; and^ like the Roman Cincinnatus, fiew 
to eftablifh the honour of his country ; which he 
nobly atchieved to his own immortal reputation, 
the glory of his king, the perpetual fame of the 
naval power of Britain, and to the long and 

fhamefui 
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Part (hameful reduftion of the pride of Spain. A 
L fijuadron was accordingly equipped at Portf- 
i-^-NT*^ mouth ; and on the 19th of July the admiral 
1739- received inftruftions from his Britannic majefty, 
under his (ign manual, appointing him com- 
mander in chief of all his fliips in the Weft In- 
dies ; and the admiral foon after arrived at PortP 
mouth, and took under his command the fol- 
lowing fhips. 

The fquadron for the Weft Indies. 



Ships Names 

Burford 

Princefs Louifa 
Worcefter 
StafFonl 
Norwich 



Commanders 

V. A. Vernon 
Capt. Watfon 

Waterhous 
P. Mayne 
Trevor 
Herbert 



Rate Men Gons 



} 



4 
4 
4 
4 



500 

400 
400 
400 
300 



70 

60 
60 
60 

SO 



Total 2000 300 

Defigned to cruize in the Mediterranean. 



Ships' Names 

Lenox 
Elizabeth 
Kent 
Pearl 



Commanders 

Capt. C. Mayne 
Falkingham 
Durell 

Hon. £. Legge 



Rate Men Guns 



3 
3 
3 
5 



4^0 
480 
480 
240 



70 
70 
70 
40 



Total 1680 250 



The orders given to the admiral, were " To 
** diftrefs and annoy the Spaniards in the moft 
** effe£tual manner, by taking their (hips and 
" pofleOing himfelf of fuch of their places and 
«* fettlements, as he fliould think it prafticable 
«« to attempt, and in convoying and protedling 
" the Britilh fubjeds, in carrying on an open 

" and 
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** and advantageous trade with the Spaniards in Part 
** America/* The fquadron being completely I. 
fitted out, and ready for failing, on the ift of — ^^--^ 
Auguft, the admiral delivered inftruftions to the I739- 
feveral captains, whereby they were required and 
dircfted, " Upon coming up with any Spanilh 
(hips or veflcis, cither by fignal for chafing 
from the admiral, or otherwife, to ufe their 
utmoft endeavours to take, fink, burn, or 
otherwife deftroy them. And for the better 
encouragement of the officers and feamen to 
do their duty, the admiral ordered the cap- 
Cains to aflfure them, that his Britannic ma- 
jefty would have a regard to the rewarding 
their fervices in the diftribution of the prizes 
to be taken from the Spaniards *, and that as 
there might be fpeedy occafion for the fqua- 
dron entering upon fervice, the captains were 
ordered daily to exercife their men, both to 
great guns and fmall arms, fo as to give them 
all the experience they were able, for ena- 
bling them fuccefefully to put his majcfty's 
orders in execution ; and for that purpofe they 
were direfted to give the ftridleft orders in 
their refpeftive watches, to be careful in mak- 
ing fail in due time, to keep the whole (qua- 
dron tc^ether, and not hazard the lofing 
company, by their negligence." The next day 
th; admiral, with the whole fquadron, failed from 
Portfmouth, and being at fea, on the loth gave 
inftruAions to the feveral captains, " That in 
«« cafe of lofing company by chafing or any 
** other accident, they were to take notice, that 
" the place of general rendezvous was from ten 
" to fifteen leagues, N. N. W. from Cape Fi- 

" nifter/' 

The 
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The admiral having reafon to think, that 
the Azogues fhips which were expefted in old 
Spain, from the Weft Indies, might have receiv- 
^739- cd direftions to put in at the Coruna; on the 
15th difpatched Capt. Covil Mayne in the Lenox, 
together with the Elizabeth and Kent, under his 
direftion, " To cruize in fuch ftation of Cape 
*« Finifter, as with regard to the wind he (hould 
judge moft proper, for intercepting the faid 
Azogues fhips in their return from the Weft 
^* Indies to the Coruna or any other part of 
^^ Gallicia that the captain might meet with any 
** certain intelligence of their being intended for 5 
V and for that purpofe to continue there cruiz- 
•* ing for thirty days, after which in cafe they 
^' Ihould or (hould ivot meet with the Azogues 
♦• ffaips, they were to return to Spithead or 
** Plymouth, and to wait there for further or- 
^* ders from the lords of the admiralty ;'* but 
thefe (hips made their arrival from the Havanna, 
at St Andero the day Admiral Vernon failed 
from Plymouth. The fame day the admiral or- 
dered Capt. Legge in the Pearl, ** To proceed 
*' and cruize between Liftx)n and Oporto for the 
** fpace of one month, for the protcdlion of 
^* the Britifh trade on that coaft ; and then to 
*' call in at Lifbon, where after a ftay of ten days, 
if neccflary, be was to convoy ftich trade as 
were ready to fail with him to the downs." 
The fquadron was now reduced only to thd 
five Ihips defigned for the Weft Indies ; and 
with thefe the admiral arrived at Madera on 
the 22d of Auguft, where having taken in 
the neceflary quantities of wine» and water, for 
the ufe of the fquadron, and alfo a ftore of wiire 
for the hofpital in Jamaica, on the apfh the ad- 
miral delivered further inftrudions to the feveral 

captains. 
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captains, " That in cafe of reparation byveryCHAP* 
** bad weather, or any other unavoidable ac- IL 
** cident, they were to make the beft of their*u.-v— 
*' way to Englifti Harbour on the ifland of An- ^739^ 
** tigua \ and waiting there three days for the 
** admiral, or further orders from him, and 
*« receiving none in that time, they were in 
" their way, to look for him at Old Harbour in 
** Monferrat, and at Back Stairs in the ifland qf 
**- St Chriftopher's ; and neither meeting the 
** admiral, nor orders from him there, they 
*' were to proceed direftly to Port Royal in 
" Jemaica, and wait there for his further orders.'* 
Th^ fame day the admiral difpatched a letter to 
Commodore Brown at Jamaica, diredling him 
To give out his orders immediately for hav- 
ing all his majefly's fhips at that ifland, put in 
condition to proceed to fca with the admiral, 
*' as foon as poffible ;" and the fame night the fqua- 
dron failed from Madera. On the 2d of Sep- 
tember the admiral detached the Norwich for 
Barbadoes to deliver a packet from the duke of 
Newcaftle to the prefident of that ifland ; with 
orders " To ufe his beft diligence for procuring 
*' the moit experienced pilot he could meec 
*' with there for the coafl of Caraccas, and to . 
** endeavour to inform himfelf as particularly 
«* as he could, from the agent of the fouth fea 
** company there, or others that might haye 
frequented it, what were the ufual tiroes for 
the ibips loading there, what were the porta 
«* tbcy frequented, what fortifications they h^d 
" for the fecurity of their refpcdive ports ; and 
** in general to get the beft intelligence he could 
•* of all particulars relating to the courfe of the 
♦« Spanifh trade." 
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On the- 20th of Auguft, his Catholic ma- 
jefty publifhed a tnanifefto vindicating his con- 
dudt in regard to the late convention*; at the foot 
'739- of which was annexed his majefty*s reafons for 
riot paying the 95,000/. purfuant to the ftipula- 
tion, therein particularly charging the crown of 
Great Britain with contravening moft of the ar- 
ticles in the convention : and letters of marque 
and reprizals were alfo granted to the Spaniards 
againft the crown and fubjc6b 6t Great Britain. 

On the 23d of September, Admiral Haddock 
took the St Jofeph, a rich Spanifli fhip bound 
from the Caraccas, of 800 tons and 77 men ; 
and'on the 3d of Oftober the fame admiral took 
another rich Caracca fhip of 280 tons; the va- 
lue of the two prizes amounting to feveral thou- 
fand pounds ; and alfo took many other fhips 
pf leffer value. 

Now the Britifh lyon rouzed from his apa- 
thy ; the whole nation was fired with a fpirit of 
rcfcntment, well becoming the noble fentiments 
of a free, brave, generous and injured people ; 
an univerfal abhorrence of the Spanifti barbarity 
to their fellow fubjedts, filled the bread of every 
honeft' Englifliman with indignation, and they 
loudly called for revenge. 

His Britannic majefty, refolving to gratify the 
unanimoys defire of his fubjefts, on the 19th of 
Odober figned a declaration of war againft 
Spain ; which on the 23d was proclaimed, to the 
inexpreflible fatisfaftion, and amidft the loudeft 
acclamations of his fubje£ls, in which no prince 
ever did an aft of greater popularity. 

On the 15th of November the parliament af- 
fembled, when his majefty went to the houfc of 
peers, and opened the feflion with a moft gracious 
fpeech 5 importing, " That the prefcnt pofture 
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of aiffairs, had obliged him to caJl them to^ Chap. 
" gether fooncr than had been ufu^l of Jate 11. 
" years, to have their immediate advice and <— v-**' 
^« afliftance at that critical and important con- '739* 
juncture. That he had in all his proceedings 
with the court of Spain, a6ted agreeably to 
the fenfe of both houfes of parliament ; and 
*' therefore made no doubt but he fhould meet 
" with a ready and vigorous fupport in that juft 
*' and . neceffary war, which the repeated inju- 
ries and violences committed by that nation 
upon the navigation and commerce of his 
majefty*s kingdoms, and their obftinacy and 
*' notorious violation of the moft folemn en- 
** gagements, had rendered unavoidable. That 
*< he had augmented his. forces by fea and land, 
*' purfuant to the power given him by parlia- 
*' mcnt; which he had done with all the mo- 
" deration that the fecurity and defence of his 
dominions, the proteftion of trade, and the 
neceffary means of diftrefling and annoying 
" his enemies in the moft fenfible parts would 
*' admit : but as thefe fervices would be various 
** and cxtenfive, they muft inevitably be at- 
tended with great expences and fome incon- 
veniencies ; which he affured himfelf, would 
be fuftained with fatisfadion and chearfulnefs, 
in purfuing fuch meafures as the honour and 
intereft of his crown and kingdoms, and the 
general refentment of an injured and pro 
voked nation, had called upon him to under- 
take. And as in the profecution of the war 
*' a number of foldiers to ferve on board the 
^' fleet might be requifite, he had judged it 
** proper that a body of marines fhould be raif^ 
^' ed, and had directed the eftimates for that 
^* purpofc to be prepared and laid before the 
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^* houfe of commons. That the heats and ani- 
*« moflties which with the greateft induftry had 
" been fomented throughout the kingdom, had, 
'739* *' he was afraid, been one of the chief encou- 
" ragements to the court of Spain to hold fuch 
*^ a conduft as to make it neceffary to have rc- 
'« courfe to arms ; and the unhappy divifions 
** amongft his fubjedls were the only hopes of 
" the enemies to his government : but what- 
*< ever views and proje<3:s they naight form upon 
that rupture, and what advantages foever 
Spain might vainly promife itfelf from any 
'' circumftances in the prefent fituation of af- 
*^ fairs •, it was in the power of his parliament, 
** by the bleffing of God, to defeat the one and 
*' difappoint the other. Union among all thofe, 
** who had nothing at heart but the* true intereft 
of Great Britain, and a becoming zeal in the 
defence of his kingdoms, and in the fupport 
of the common caufe of their country, with 
as general a concurrence in carrying on the 
war, as there had appeared for engaging in 
it, wouM make the court of Spain repeM the 
^^ wrongs they had done them ; and convince 
** thofe who meant the fubverfion of the prefent 
^* eftablifhment, that the Britifli nation was de- 
*' termiined and able, both to vindicate their in- 
*• jured honour, and to defend themfelves ^gainft 
•* aU therf open and fecrefe enemies both at home 
** and abroad." 

On the i6ch the houfe of lords prefented an 
addrefi t6 his majefty, reprefenting ^' The juf- 
** tice and neeeflity of the war againft Spain ; 
^' devoting their lives and fortunes on that oc- 
^' cafion to the fervice of their king and coun- 
*' try -, and giving his majefty their ftrongeft at 
•' fi^rances, zealoitfly to concur in aUfochmea- 
-"'■''' *' fures 
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^ fures as might enable him to carry on the war Chap. 

** with that fpirit and vigour which truly become II. 

« the Britiih name. And that as the war was u.^v-«^ 

** undertaken not to gratify the views of reftlcfs i739* 

*< ambition, but to aflfert and maintain the ho- 

«* nour and juft right of his majefty*s crown and 

•« kingdoms, they doubted not but thofc pow- 

^< erful motives would induce all his fubjefb to 

** undergo with chearfulnefs whatever was ne- 

<* cefiary in the profecuting of it : concluding, 

** that they were determined at the hazard of all 

** that was dear to them, to fupport their king 

^' againft all his enemies, imploring the divine 

** providence to give fuccefs to his majefty's 

*' arms, and make them the happy means of 

** procuring a fefe and honourable peace." 

On the 17th the houfe of commons waited 
on his majcfty with an addrels to the fame pur- 
poie ; to both which addrefles his majefty return- 
ed a moft gracious anfwer. 

On the 23d a great number of lords and 
commons waited on his majefty with the joint 
reiblution of both houfes, whereby it was " Re- 
^^ folved, that an humble addrefs be prefented 
^^ to his majefty as a dutiful return to his graci- 
*^ ous deftre of the advice of his parliament at 
^^ that critical and important conjunflure ; and 
** as a farther teftimony of their firm refolution 
" yigoroufty to fupport his majefty in the profe- 
*« cution of the war againft Spain, humbly to be- 
** fecch his majefty never to admit of any treaty 
^* of peace with that crown, unlefs the acknow- 
*' ledgment oS their natural and indubitable 
*< right to navigate in the American feas to and 
•* from any part of his majefty's dominions, 
•* without being fcized, fearched, vifited or flop- 
•< pcd, under any pretence whatfoevcr, Ihould 
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** have been firft obtained as a, preliminary 
" thereto.*' 

The war was entered gpon with a great deal 
^739' of vigour and alacrity; the national troops con- 
iifted of 17,704 efFeftive men, but feveral regi- 
ments were recalled from Ireland, and the troops 
on the Britifh eftablifhment were order to be 
augmented to 30,000 men, for which purpofe 
6,000 marines were to be raifed with all expe- 
dition, which together with 12,000 men re- 
maining on the IriOi eftablifliment, 6,000 Danes 
to be taken into the Britifli fervice if requifite, 
and 30,000 Hanoverians, would have com- 
pleated an army in the fpring of 86,000 men 
under his Britannic majefty ; the navy was then 
' manned with 12,000 failors; and foon after con- 
fifted of 129 (hips, 78 of which were of the 
line, and 34,562 feamen. 

On the 17th of November his Catholic majefty 
publiflied a declaration of war agaimft Great 
Britain. 

Thus was the fword reciprocally drawn by 
both nations ; by it was to be decided, whether 
the Spaniards fhould continue the ufurpation of 
an unlimitted power in the American ocean, or 
whether the fubjefts of Great Britain could not 
maintain their lawful right to a free navigation. 

The Spaniards difappointed of their Ameri- 
can treafure through the prudent difpofition of 
the fleet under Admiral Haddock, were greatly 
impoveriflied •, and in December the Pope figned 
an indulto empowering his Catholic majefty to 
raife two millions of crowns upon the whole 
clergy of Spain. 

Though the fcheme to attack the Spanifh 
fettlements in the Eaft Iniiies, and on the coaft 
of the South Seas, had been, fo warmly recom- 
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mended, and Capt. Anfon, on his return to Chap. 
London, on the i8th of November, ordered to II. 
take four men of war and a floop under his ^.^ — ^r-^J 
command, to proceed on that expedition ; and ^Ti9' 
though other orders were iflued for vidualling 
the fquadron ; yet in the beginning of January, 
the captain attending the lords of the admiralty, 
was informed by Sir Charles Wager, that the 
expedition to Manila was laid afide ; and for 
reafons with which Sir Charles, though one of 
the lords of the admiralty, was unacquainted. 
However, Sir Charles gave him information, 
that the expedition to the South Seas was dill 
intended ; and that the fquadron under Capt. 
Anfon, as their firft deftination was counter- 
manded, (hould be employed in that fervice. 
And on the loth of January he received his 
commiffion, appointing him commander in chief 
of that fquadron \ for which the commodore im- 
patiently expefted his inftrudlions and failing 
orders, as he well knew the dangers attending 
the navigation of thofe tempeftuous feas, and 
the difficulties in doubling Cape Horn at an im- 
proper feafon ; but with which, notwithftanding 
all his endeavours to avoid, he was obliged to 
encounter, by being retarded greatly beyond 
the proper time for failing on fo remote and ad- 
venturous an undertaking. 

On the 16th of September Captain 
Knowl^s, in the Diamond man of war, took 
and carried into Jamaica, a (hip with 74,000 
pieces of eight, and cloathing for the garrifoh 
of Auguftinc. 

On the 2Sth of September Admiral Vernon 
arrived at Antigua, where the Anglefea Capt. 
Reddifli, Lx)weftoffe Capt. Drummond, and 
Saltafh floop Capt. Swanton, were ftationed for 
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Part protefting the trade of the Leeward Iflands, and 
I. as the admiral's principal view at that time was 
^^...^^,-i.^ to intercept the galleons in their return, for which 
' ^739- having reafon to apprehend himfelf full weak, 
and though all his Britannic majefty*s (hips in-' 
the Weft Indies were under his direftion, the 
admiral only ordered the Angiefca to compleac 
her proportion of provifions for three months, 
and to fail for Jamaica, leaving her ftation to 
the LowcfftofFe and Saltafh for the proteftion of 
the idand trade. On the 2d of Oftober the 
admiral arrived at St Chriftopher's, where he 
was joined by Capt. Herbert, who informed 
him, '< That the Spanilh trade on the Caracca 
•* coaft was limitted between Laguira and Porto 
" Cavalk);'* upon this intelligence the admiral 
ordered- Capt. Waterhous in the Princefs Louifa, 
together with the Norwich and Strafford under 
his command " To make the beft of his way 
** for the coaft of Caraccas, taking particular 
** care to fall in with that coaft to windward of 
the port of Laguira ; and if he (hculd per- 
ceive any (hips to be riding there, he was 
** before his coming, near in, to make the fig- 
*' nal for the captains, and form his fcheme for 
attacking them, that every one might know 
how he was to execute his part of it before 
their coming into the road, where they were 
" to ufe their beft endeavours to take, fink, 
•* burn and deftroy all fuch Spanifli (hips and 
" veffcls as they ftould find there: and they 
** were further ordered to range that coaft as 
" far as Porto Cavallo afterwards, and endea- 
vour to do the fame with all Spanifti (hips jind 
veflels that they (hould meet with, and then 
*« to make the beft of their way for Port Royal 
•• in Jamaica.*^ But Capt. Waterhous was far 
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^cti fubce^ing to tkie'^rrur^A^femeR^ilknsiCniLfi 
for though he difcovered fevenceoo fiul oflkipsm 111 
Ac port of Laguire, they ivcrc fo well defended s— -v-^— i 
by tnree regular forti, that after recehnng con-f '739v 
fidefable damage to the ftijis, be was obiiged ta 
Fetire and rejoin the aditiiral without efp^fiing any^ 
thing fignally detrimelitat:to the Spaniards. Ott 
•he 1 5th of Odober the atfmiral in the Burfordi 
with the Worcefter arrfived at Port Royal in Ja-« 
makra^ where he wa^ joined by G>mtnodoiT Brown^ 
ih fhe Hantptoil-CoQrc and the fquad^rqis under: 
his coAimaad, fe that on this augcmentation cher 
fleet cOn(ift«d of the fbilo^hig fliips ;: : : 

IBtotferd Ad. Vernon . r 

Harrtpton-CbfMt' Corh; Brown -% > 

. ^ . . ; Capt.Dcnt ;y ;. 

^ i^rrncefs Louifa Waterhouaf » 

Wiorceftcr Maync 

Strafford Trevor 

No^vich Hcrbcrd ' 

Sheemeis Stapyito A 

Wkidfor ' Berkley ' 

•^Falmouth Dooglafs^ 

■ Blandford Bui*ri(h 

Ton-ington Knight 

Diddiond Knowles 

iJrake Sloop : Matter 

Fraternity Tender Trenwith 

. • • * # 

r 

The' adcnirafl immediately detached feveral of 
the ;beft druizers on different ftations for the pro- 
tcd{«h^dfrthe Hhnd trade, a nd* diipktched the 
We#B?flef to cruize off Cape Tiberon, and the 
ftlttBdAitii to cruize to wind wand as high up as 
Ga|ite^Alta Vela^ both oh the coaft of St Dd-s 
ffi?ngiH^ fcmtc the arrival, of iev^ral fhips ex- 
^^t^.^h' F pcfted 
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pAUT pefted from Great Britain and Ireland, laden 

L with naval ftorcs for the ufe of the fquadron. 

^■— v""**^ Th z h&ors of the South Sea company, on the 

7-^39' declaration of war, were detained as pnfoners bjf 

tiic ^vernor of Carthagena^ and the admiral in* 

tending to attack fome of the Spanifh fettlements^ 

/and wanting to procure the necelTary and beft 

intelligence to promote the fuccefi of his defigns^ 

apprehended if he could get the releafementof the 

company's faftors he might obuin information of 

the ftrength of the Spaniards in thofe parts, the 

prefent condition of tneir fortifications, what mo- 

cions their ihxp vrere likely to be making, the 

courfe of their ttade, and iii general, every thing 

the fadtors^ could think of to afllft the admiral in 

diftreffing theSpaniardsin their opulent provinces. 

For this purpoie the admiral on the 1 8th of Od. 

difpatched his firft lieutenant Mr Percital in the 

Fraternity tender for Carthagena with two Spanifh 

gentlemen on board, wi;h orders ^' Tt> land Don 

** ^ohn Almandares before the town and port 

^^ Caiioa^ and to deliver to him two letters from 

.'*^ theadmiral', the one for Dpn Pedro Fidalgo 

^* governor of Carthagena, and the other for 

^^ Don Blais de ]2efo general of the galleons; but 

•^ * for the other Spanilh gentleman Don IHrdro 

^««Elliftagaritta the lieutenant was not on any 

>^ cohfrderaticm tq part with him, unlefs thecondi- 

"^^ tioh in the letters were complied with j which 

^^ was, by the South Sea company's factors beins 

*f fent On board the Fraternity to rcnirtr with 

"ther lieutenant, in: which cafe be was 4o piit 

.^^ him dh Mit; but in failure of that, ior fend- 

« ing the lieticetlia(ht no anfwer within iwmtf* 

^* four hours/ he was then, after having rM|bed 

** near enough on the back of the town to oti^ 

!^ cover what ibips there was in the harbottiv » 

^Vr^tufflt 
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** return immediately to Port Royal." But the Chap, 
Spanifli governor refufed to releafe the Englilh IL 
£idors. ^ ^-^v**-^ 

The admiral with the greateft vigiilance and <739<' 
condu& commenced hoftilities againft the Spani- 
ards by taking many of their j[hips4 but having 
no land forces, nor a difcretionary power to raife 
diem in the American colonies, he was retarded 
ixom undertaking apy memorable expedition till 
ke was ftirniflied by his excellency Edward Trelaw- 
jliy, E(q; governor of Jamaica wiui soofoldiers. Oa 
roceiving this w«dc but necefl^ry reinforcement, . 
the admiral made the necei&ry preparations for 
putdog tp fea on an expedition agatnff the Spa- 
luaniU. His principal view was to (ail for and 
dtreftly entier the harbour of Porto Bello, and en- 
deaTOur to dcftroy all the fordfications, fb as to 
leave it ao open defencelefi bay, in order to pre« 
vent the Spaniards holding their fair at all, or 
laying them open to future attacks if they lliould 
attempt it. Admiral Vernon, thoroughlv ien<* 
fiblc whac advantages the Spaniaids woukl reap 
hf his dehying to attack ihem, was b intent oa 
his dcfign, that he wasobU^ed togo to fea much 
weaker than he thought neceffiuy for the fervke 
intended, by fo many of his crui^g ihips bebg 
kept out of the reach of his crden i^ long. He 
therefore communicated h'ls defign to the fevend 
.captains, and on the 3d of November ordered 
Commodore Brownto wear hisdiflinguiihiogpenf^ 
.dapt 00 board the Hamptoo-Court» and to be rea^ 
dy toproned to fes^ with the other captains 00 the 
,5tj^jn die mormog: (he whok i^OMroQ employ- 
*ed Ju^ this eacpedition conlifbod of only fiJF Ibqps of 
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Line of BATTLE. 

The Hampton- 0)urt to lead with the ftar^ 
board, and the Princefs Lx)uifa with thie iarboard 
tacks aboard, and the comoKxlore to repeat fig-> 
pals. 

Frigate lUte Ships .Cbmmaodeh Mea Gimt 

<■ 
X Hampton C. Com Browo "i ^,^ _! 

• • • Capt Dent J+95 7* 

' • ij* Norwiiih • p.. Herbert .joo 56 

.. Woi^w . ?tnj M^yof 400 60 



§hccrnc6*»3' Burford V» Ad. Vernon .7---, ^x 

OprlT. Watfoiii5«o 7^ 

•4 Strafford * . T.Trcvoi" ^ 4do 66 

Princ^fi Lonfa T. WaterlMs '400 66 

.:'.:.'..■ \ '.■ < } \:'r ■ 

• THErE were 12,495 fkilors on boajrd^t^dth' 206 
land forces. mider (Spt. Newiton: oirthe^^h th^ 
admiral ^ed out of Port Royal h^ifimiriwjth^h^ 
iqiiadrofi^ and. proceeded i towards Porto^ ; Bello^ 
having ieft orders fof ^he Dhimondv Windfer and 
fAngiefea to oooipleat tbeir provifiohs to- teii 
jweeks: and follow him ta -Porto Beilo,' nff df 
sebieh place^ .in cafe of fcparacion^ >«he admind 
iiad appcanted the general rendezvofok. ^ • '-' ■ 

Thb iqiiadron being i at fca, on* ttoe" Jjpth the 
jadmikai. delivered his oi^ders to the tDmmodore 
and captains, appointing the following^ iijpMDfitions 
•fer die attack ; << Thac4]pon making t&e kind df 
^ Porto BeUo, and hairing a wind to^fa^irbortheni 
H and .day^light for the attempt, to kicvp their 
*^ Sfim clean 10 all refpedts for immediate fcrvice, 
^> ana an (he* proper fignal to form themfe Ives 
^^ into the line of battle above direfted.^and be» 
** ing formed to follow in the fame order of bat- 
'♦* tie to the attack in the manner hereafter di- 

" rcfted. 
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t^ reeled. And as the north (bore of the har* Chap; 
[^ bour of Porto Bello was reprefented fo the ad» II. 
^ mir^l to be a bold fteep Ihore, on which at ^ — -v— -^ 
♦Vthe firft entrance ftood the caftle de l^crro, or .'739' 
f^ Iron CaAle i Conimodore Brown and the (hips 
*f th^t followed were dircfted to pafs the faid for? 
^' within leis than a cable's length, for giving the 
f' Spaniard^the warmer fire both from the muf« 
** ketry as well ^s their cannon, and then Com** 
** modore Brown was to fteer away for the Gloria 
^' Giftle, apd anchor as near as he could to the 
^^ eafterinoft.part.of itfor battering down all the 
^ d^feoce of k, lb as to leave room for Capt. 
f * Miiyne in .the Worcefter to anchor aftern of 
'^ him againft. the weftermoft baftion of it to do 
.** the fame there, who was to follow fuch further 
^ orders as the commodore (hould give him for 
^^ attacking th^ (aid caftle : and Capt. Herbert 
^^*: in the N€>riyicb, after giving his fire to the 
^^ Iron Ca[ftl9^ as he pafled h, wgs to make di- 
f^ redly, iip^ it^ (be caftle St Jeronimo lying to 
*^ .the- eaftwte4 .oC the town^ and anchoring as 
^^ near ash^s isouldtpit, to better it down*, and 
:" Capt. Trptoi: in the Strafibrd following the ad- 
•^Vnsiral was jDo^ come to an anchor againft the 
" eaftermofli' part of Caftle de Ferro, and far 
^^ ertoogh to the eaftward to ; leave room for 
y- Capt, Wa(erhous in the Prince(s Louifa to an- 
•$< cbor aftenn of hkn for battering the wdlec- 
.^ moft? parti beii^g to continue on that fervice to 
f^ ; make themielyefi matters of it, and the young- 
<« eft oSc9i!5 1^ follow the farther orders of the 
-^< elder in the further profecution of the attack ; 
^ and if the weather was favourable for it, on 
f^ ' their gotdg^ iti each (hip w^ directed, befides 
^* having hi^ long boat towing aftern, to have 
'' his barge alongfide to tow the long boats away 
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with fuch part of the foldiers as could conve- 
niently go in them dire6lly on board the ad« 
^^ miral, for his dir^fbing a defcent with diem 
^^ where he fliould find it would m<i& favour ihi 
^ feveral attacks." And the admiral reprefented 
to the feveral captains *^ That from the men'is in- 
experience in fervice, k was n^eflary tx> take 
more precautibn to prevent hurry and confufi- 
on> and a fruitleis wafte of their powder and 
*^ fhot ; direfling thence all to give the ft'rifteft 
•* orders, to the rcfpeftive officers that were to 
^^ command the feveral batteries^ to take care 
that no gun was fired but what they, or thole 
they particularly appointed, law firft levelled 
^ and direded the firing oflTi and that they 
^^ fhould UrifMy prohibit all their men. from hal- 
*^ lowing and making fuch like irregular ndfe; 
^^ that would only fi^rve to throw themfelves into 
*^ confufion, till nich time as the (ervice was fully 
perfornted and^they bad DOthing Wt to do but 
to glory in their vidory, which fudi Cpnfofion 
might oft^n prevent ^nd otherwifis provt Mtal 
*^ to them. Am) tbofe that h^^-l^C^chom 
** mortars on board, were dloe^ni^ tP: nfiake ul^ 
" of them, againft the; reffi|s<S^v«ifbn3 they were 
** appointed iO:bM|tt€;r aijd deft rj3y*|* ; -_ 

AnpfJT the faiiip. «raie fiherjadmiraljorder^ 
Capt. Sta{^Iton M^h^ Sheeroefi jfor Ci&Hhagena» 
^ To look in fHt thft bajfijf Wjthe tpwn and. ft» 
^ whether th6^ll$^f:ii?pf»#iiU^ 
** and to careftSjy pls^^fisJi^^ .and;if 

*« be fbiind thcifl :alr«dy^*t>-or jto^^it vdtfpQfih 
*« tioo for cmping .«> fct^or tb^t :»ny mm^f>f 
•* war ^ere to come tc^jojn thewH theft tf^^mafee 
^' the beft of his w^y for |V>rto B^ to giff^dhc^ 

«* earlieft ad^^cf rf it he cnuld^ to prevent the 

** admkarsbeinfcforprizcdi'*- -t:v; ^ , r.^ :'i 

CHAP. 
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CHAPTER ra. 

The reduSion of Poaro Bbllo and 
Chagre, and Mosquito expedi- 
tion agaioft the Spaniards. 

THE town of Porto BeUo is fituated on the Chaf. 
north fide of the famous ifthmus of Darien, Jif . 
which running in a manner from eaft to weft be- ^^.-v-— ^ 
tireen the nor^ and fouth feas, joins the two vaft 1 739. 
continents of north and ibuth America. It is a- 
jboot eighteei^ leagues from Panama, which lies 
en the 100th fide of the ifthmus ^ it has a commo- 
dious bay about >a mile deep, afibrding good an- 
chorage and Aelter for (hips, and near half a 
mik broad at ^ nknith of the harbour. At the 
cntranee of the north fide of the bay on the fide 
6f a fteep rock flood a firong cattle called the 
Iron Caftle, mottnting 7S great guns, with a 
battfty beiieath parallel with th^ water, which 
niQttored tk^ gout ; the ctflle and fort garrifohed 
^y jtfD men. • Oa the ojppofite fide the bay, but 
near a mile fiirdier up on ma afcent, ftood Cattle 
Oloria,' cMfifting c/two reguter baftions to the 
ieil nxNindnft 90 gtin^t with a turtain between 
dMStn mounmg ti guns, befides a line of eight 
gaas that poinud to the mouth of the harbour, 
ttc wifok defended by 400 men : a little abpve 

this J 
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Part this caftle, near the 6thcr end of the town on a 

I. poipt that ran. mo. . the bay^ , ftoQ4 fprt St Jsirc^ 

^. — /-^ nimo, being a kind of quadrangular rcdpuh4 

^119^ ftro\igly bulk, ^€A planted witfr«DftW!, anS 
properly defended. Under the cannon of Gloria 
Caftle and Fort St Jeronimo all the fhips belong- 
ing to the harb^V rb$3e at Mch^r*, ^d th^s de- 
fence/ together with tlie gunson^the iron Caftle, 
rendered the entrance of the harbour very diffi- 
cult and exireinely dangerous. 

At the bottom of the harbour lies the town, 
bending along the fliore like a half moon : it is 
long and narrow^ having i;wo principaji ftn^ets 
* befides thofe that go acrofs, with a Imall parade 
about the middle. of it furrounded with pretty fair 
boufes. — It confifts of about 560 houfes, tW 
churches, a treafury, a cuftom-houfe and an (ex- 
change. The eaft fide is low and fwampy, and^ 
the fea at low water leaves the (horc within the 
harbour bare a great way from the hotfa, which 
having blackifli filthy mud ftinks vei^much-, and- 
breeds noifome vapours through' thre heat of the^ 
climate, it lying in the loth degree pf ' notth lat- 
itude ;Tor this reafon it is but thinljr peopled, ex- 
cept at the time of the fair, whitft alone gtves' 
reputation to the place, as being the market* 
through which all- the wealtlr of Peru,.and the/ 
ihanutadhires of Europe annually^ circulate. 

This place was takefi by the Hdccanceraf iti^ 
16S8, but was foon rcfbrriffed iir, a much- ftrcA^-" 
cr manner, had been. Jong' cft^emed irtrprcg-' 
nable, and wsts formerly told could' rfot be ^Rtil^ 
by a large fquadron and at leaft 8vooo*m.cri, <^lfef^^ 
the Britilh (hips Slnd railcrsrlaysrdttfn& arth(**Bifr^ 
tlmentos ; though Admiral Vcrncp^apaflfertfeffjitf 
ah auguft affembly, that hewouldf take itwitlt dnljS 
fix fhiJ)sof wari and tcr tha gre«' ttpuhttfeft' <# 
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the Brittlh arms, he now convinced the world of Chap* 
the truth of fo bold an afErniance by the reduft- III. 
ion of Porto Bello with only that very force he ^- — ^-^- 
had mentioned; which he executed in the fol- ^739» 
lowing manner. 

On the 20th of November,, in the evening, 
the Iquadron came in fight of Porto Bello, having 
been delayed in their paflage by contrary winds. 
There being but little wind that evening, though 
a very great fwell, the admiral anchored for that 
night fix leagues oflF the fhore, being apprehenfive 
of driving to the eaftward of the harbour. 

On the aid in the morning the admiral plyed 
to windward in line of battle, but the wind prov- 
ing eafterly, he was obliged to confine his attack 
to the Iron Fort only, clofe to which the Iqua- 
dron was piloted by Capt. Renton. 

Commodore Brown in the Hampton-G)urt, 
who led the attack, executed his part as became 
an officer of experience and refolution, having 
fired above 400 fhot in about 25 minutes; and 
being well followed by Capt. Herbert in the 
Norwich, and Capt. Mayne in ti^e Worcefter, 
the admiral perceived that fome of the Spaniards 
fled from feyeral parts of the fort ; upon which 
he made the fignal for the boat?, in which were 
about 40 failors, a company of marines and their 
officers, to make the beft of their way in order to 
their landing, whilft he was coming up to the 
fort to batter it. The admiral luffing up as near 
to the fort as he could, was welcomed with a vol- 
ley, which took place with almoft every ihot : 
one (truck away the Hern of his barge, another 
broke a large gun on his upper deck, a third 
went through the fore-top maft, and a fourth, 
paffing through the awnings within two inches of 
the main maft, beat down the barricado of the 

Vol. I. G quarter 
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Part quarter deck very near the admiral, killed three 
I. men, arid wounded five others, and the Spani- 
. — sr^ ards vainly imagined they could fink the whole 
'^739* Iquadron •, but this was fo* far from difcouraging 
the Britifh fcamen, that they returned the falute 
ift fuch a nianner, that though the Spaniards fired 
a few fliot amongft them they did the English no 
material damage afterwards, for the fire of the 
Adrtiiral*sfmall arms commanded the Spaniards 
lower batteries and had a good effeft in driving 
thcni from thence, where they could do mofi 
harm, and by this means the men were alfo fe- 
€ured a:t landing, which, as the Spaniards after- 
wards confefled, was the principal occafion of 
their deferting their lower batteries, the fmall 
fhot from the former fhips not having reached 
them, though their cannon had beat down fome 
of the upper part of the fort. As the boats came 
titiiV the admiral's fhip, he called to them to go 
direftly on (hore under the walls of the fort in 
the front of their lower batteries, though there 
was no breach made : but this anfwered as was 
expefted, they all landed fafe except twofoldiera 
who were killed by fmall arms from the caftle. 
In fcalihg the fort walls, one man fet himfelf 
tlofe under an embrafure whilft another climbed 
upon his (houlders and entered under the mouth 
of a great gun. This threw the Spaniards into fo 
general a confternation, that the officers anid tnen 
who had flood to the lower battery, threw down 
their arms and fled to the upper part of the fort, 
Where they held up a white flag as a fignal of 
capitulating. The admiral anfwered with a 
white flag; but it was fome time before he could 
(lop his own men, and thofe on board the Straf- 
ford Capt. Trevor which followed him, from 
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In the mean time the feamen had cUmb^ up Ch ap« 
the waHs of the lower battery and ftruck.the co- III. 
lours, and then drew the foldiers up after them, v— -sr*-^ 
to wbdm the Spaniards, who had retreated to the ^739* 
upper part of the fort, foon furrendercd at difcre* 
tion. Their number was only five officers and 
35 men out of above 300, the reft being either 
killed or wounded, or haying made their efcape: 
they firft iiut tbemielves up in a (Irong kxlgment, 
but upon the Englifh firing a gun through the 
door, they foon opened it, and begged for quar* 
tcrs. 

The ihips that went in before the admiral 
were fallen to leeward, fo as to be out of fight 
of tbe^Gloria Caftle \ but the admiral's (hip lying 
ppeo 10 this caftle, they kept firing one of their 
largeft guns at him till night, but not, being with- 
in point blank, their ihot either fell fhort or went 
over him, only one fbot went through the head 
of iiis fore-top maft juft above the rigging ; lo 
that it did no other harm. 

The admiral finding the Spaniards continued 
their £ring tryed fome of his lower tier at them, 
which being xiew ^uns anfwered beyond expe<5ta- 
pon, carrying over the. Gloria Caftle into the 
town, Aone of the (hot falling fhort, and one of 
.them going through the governor's ho\ife, fome 
through other houfes in the town, undone funk 
a floop under the Gloria Caftle. 

This fuccelsful beginning was attended with a 
very inconfiderable lois, there being oqly three 
men .killed and five wounded on board, the ad- 
miral's Ihip, the Uke ,|iui3;iber were killed and 
iwounded on board tlie Worcefter, atid one man 
liad both his legs (hot off on board the Hamp- 
ton-Court; the other fhjps had none killed or 
wounded, and only two foldiet? were Ihot going 

G 2 afhore. 
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Part alhore, one of which died foon after of his 

I. wounds. 
^— v-*-^ Th e next morning being the 2 2d, the admiral 
^739* went on board Commodore Brown to call tht 
captains to confult together, and give out the 
neceflary orders for warping the (hips up the next 
night in order to attack the Gloria Caftle the 
night following, as it would not have been pradl- 
icable to attempt it in the day time : but in this 
he was prevented by the enemy's putting up a 
white flag at the Gloria Cattle, and . fending a 
boat with a flag of truce to the admiral, with the 
jgovernor*s adjutant and a lieutenant of a man of 
war, who brought the conditions figned on which 
they defired to capitulate ; which were, " That 
** the government would deliver up all the fort- 
*' ifications, provided they might be allowed to 
" march out with the honours of war, have an 
*' indemnity for themfclves, the town and the 
inhabitants and be permitted to enjoy all the 
(hips in the harbour." This laft could by 
no means be accepted, for the admiral refblved 
to have all the (hips, being the very (hips that 
had done the Englifh merchants the injuries com- 
plained of on thefe coafts. Accordingly the ad- 
miral immediately drew up the forms on which 
he would admit them to capitulation, and dif- 
patched them back again, allowing them only a 
tew hours to take their refolution : but within the 
time limited they accepted the conditions offered 
them: on which " Articles of Capitula- 
** TiON granted by Vice Admiral Vernon and 
** Commodore Brown, to Don Francifco Mar- 
'^' tines de Retez governor of Porto Bello, and 
*' Don Francifco de Abarea commandant of the 
•* Guarda Coftas at the fame place," Were pre- 
pared and executed the f^nn: day as follows. ^ 

By 
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By the ift. " The garrifon were allowed to Chap. 
«' inarch out as defired, upon condition the king III. 
•* of Great Britain's troops were put into poflefli- u^/--*« 
** on of Gloria Caftlc before four of the clock 1 739. 
*« that evening, and the gvrifon to march out 
** by ten the next morning. 

** Th e inhabitants might either remove or re- 
" main, under a promifc of fecurity for them- 
** felves and their efFefts. 

2d. " That the Spanifh foldiers might have 
*' a guard if they thought it neceflary. 

3d. *« Th a t they might carry off two can- 
** non mounted, with ten charges of powder for 
" each, and their match lighted. 

4th. *' Th a t the gates of Gloria Caftle Ihould 
** abfolutely be in poffeffion of the Britilh troops 
** by four of the clock ; and the SpaniQi garrifon 
** Ihould remain in all fafety for their perfons and 
*' cffefts, till the appointed time for their march- 
" ing out, and to carry with them the provifions 
** and ammunition neceflary for their fafety. 

5th. " That the (hips with their apparel 
^< and arms, (hould be abfolutely delivered up 
" to the ufe of his Britannic majcfty ; but that 
*' all the officers, both foldiers and crew, Ihould 
** have three days allowed them to retire with 
" their perfbnal effe6b ; only one officer being 
<* admitted on board each (hip and veflel, to 
take pofTeffion for his Britannic majefty, and 
fee the articles ftriftly complyed with. 
6th. «* That provided the articles were 
** ftridlly complyed with, and that pofTelfion 
was given of the caftle of St Jeronimo, in the 
fame manner as ftipulated for the Caflle Glo- 
" ria ; then the clergy, the churches, and town 
" fhould be protected, and prefcrvcd in all their 
** immunities and properties. 

« And 
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** And that all prifon«rs already taken, 
" (hould be fet at liberty before their kaving 
" the port." 

'739* Before night the admiral fcntCapt. Newton^ 
who commanded th£ detachment of foldiers from 
Jamaica^ with about 120 of the foldiers, who 
took pofleflion of Gloria CaiUe and St Jeronimo 
fort ; being the remaining fortreiles that guards 
cd the harbour; the Gloria Caftle lying juft be* 
low the town, and St Jeronimo jufl above it. 

There were in the harbour two SpaniXh mca 
of war of 20 guns each, and a Ihow; the crews 
of which, feeing the regular and bold attack 
which was made on the Iron Fort, and deipair- 
ing of being able to defend themielves, fell to 
plundering the town in theiaightof the 2 lil, and 
committed great outrages on the inhabitants. 

The admiral took onboard his (hips from the 
jeveral fortre0es forty pieces of brals cannon, iqq 
brafe£eld pieces, foiir brais mortars, and eigh^ 
teen bra& patteraroes ; and rendered unlervice*- 
able above eigbty iron cannon, by knocking off 
ti)eir trunnions and ipiking them up : he alfo took 
on board all their, ihot and amnxinition, except 
ti22 barrels of powder, which he -eiq)ended ua 
j|>riogu^ mines, by which all the fortifications 
of the .town were blown up and entirely demo- 
Jilhod, and the harbour left open and defence- 
lefe. 

Ten thoulknd dollars that were arrived and 
jdefigncd for paying the Spaniih troops at Porto 
BeUo, falling into ^e admiral's hands, he diftri- 
buted them among the forces for their encou- 
n^ment. 

On the 23d the admiral ordered all the cap- 
tains " Not to fend any of die boats afkore, with- 
*' out an officer for whole condud they would 

' « be 
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•« be rcfponfiWe 5 and as fccurity from plunder- Chap, 
•* ing perfons and efFeds was granted by the cap- lU. 
** kulation, they were ftridly to prohibit it*s be- ^^*— v^^ 
^ ing put in praftice in any fort; and toaffure '739* 
•« whoever attempted it, they ftiouJd not only 
be punifhed for the infraftion of the capitula- 
tion, but be deprived of their fhare of the feve- 
ral captures that were fecurcd for a reward of 
** their gallant difcharge of their duty." And 
for intercepting any thing that might be coming 
into or going out of the harbour without pcr- 
miffioh,' the admiral gave orders " For a lieu- 
tenant with a barge well manned and armed 
to be on duty on board the weftermoft fliip 
every night, to keep guard there the ^hole 
night, rowing every now and then crofe the 
harbour; and alfo a fufficient guard to be 
nightly mounted every watch to prevent fur- 
** prizes." The admiral tender of the national 
honour of his country, and knowing how ne- 
ceHary it was for a lenient and mild ufe of his 
conqueft, to cultivate a good opinion among the 
Spaniards of the Britilh ifaith and integrity, 
thereby to promote the private trade on the 
coaft, and to eradicate thofe abominable notions 
of Englifh heretics, villains and cruel fpoilers, 
inftilled among the inhabitants by the craft and 
iubtilty of the jefuits; for this purpofe he dif- 
perfed the ftrifteft orders among the fquadron, 
" Punftually and religioudyV inviolably to prc- 
*• fcrve to the Spaniards, the conditions of their 
♦• capitulation, and the other humane conceflions 
** granted to them fince, as agreeable to the 
** inclinations of his royal mafter and the nature 
f* of an Englifhman.** 

The admiral was joined at Porto BcUo on 
the 27th by the Diamond Capt. Knowles;.and 

on 
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Part on the 29th by the Windfor Capt. Berkely, and 

I. the Anglefca Capt. Reddifli. 
u— >r-^ The principal engineer in the mining work 
^739* was Capt. Knowles ot the Diamond, aflTilted by 
Capt. Bofcawen ; (who defired he might ferve 
in this expedition as a volunteer, his (hip the 
Shoreham not being fit for the fea,) and by 
Mr Barnes, Purfer of the Worcefter, who hav- 
ing been an officer in the army was very ufrfui 
on this occafion. Commodore Brown had the 
chief direction of what was neceflary to be done 
at Gloria Caflle and St Jeronimo Fort ; and 
Capt. Watibn, captain of the admiral's (hip took 
care of the execution of all that was to be done 
at the Iron Fort, where the walls oi the lower 
battery which confided of twenty-two guns, wei» 
nine feet thick, and of a hard (lone, cemented 
with fuch a fine mortar, that it was a long work 
to make any impreffion in it to come to mine 
at all. 

On the 6ch of December Capt. Scapylton re- 
turned from his cruize off Carthagena, having 
taken two vefTcls gcnng to that place with ftores 
and provifions. 

During the admiral's (lay at Porto Bello ; 
he fent a letter to the prefident of Panama, de- 
manding the releafment of the factors and (er- 
vants of the South Sea company who were con* 
fined at that place; in confequence ofwhichv 
the prefident of Panama lent an officer with 
Mr Humphrys and Dr Wright fadors, and alfi> 
with the fervants of the South Sea company^ 
who were delivered to the admiral at Porto 
Bello. 

Thus fell the walls of Porto Brllo; and 
though the admiral was incapable of pufhing his 
conqucft further up the country, yet the natu 

ohal 
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fpnal benefit was very great, as the traders ofCttAF. 
Jamaica had now a fair opportunity to open an \\l. 
.cxtenfive commerce with the Spaniards, wbo^— -v-^ 
were fond of creeping their money over from ^739- 
Panama. Mankind are at a lofs to determine 
whether the condu6l, the courage, or humanity 
of the admiral is moft to be admired, all which 
he fb peculiarly exerted, that it gri^atly ^ded 
to the glory of his enterprize. Nor was his bc- 
liaviour in his private iUtion, as a kind and CQa>- 
xxUnonatefneod, lels to be admired, which was 
exemplarily inftanced to Commodore Brown ^ 
this commander had rendered himfelf highly 
culpble by an improper ufe of hb Britannic 
majefty's orders for making reprizals on the Spa- 
niards \ but the admiral on his arrival at Jamaica* 
potwithllanding the late imprudence of the cona- 
modore^ fiill retained a good opinion of bis ar 
bilities as a faithful and experienced naval officer: 
incited therefore by a de&e to reinftace him ia 
his fornle^ reputatioQ, and influenced through that 
haturalgeoerofity ever in&parable from the brave 
and bbnejQ: man, and by a re^dful indulgence 
to an anuent friend, the admiral permitted him 
to continue his rank in the fi}uadron, bellowed 
on him the fecond place in command in the ex* 
pedition againft Porto Bello, and after giving him 
an opportunity of re-eftahliihtng his charader by 
his icrvices there ; the more efie^uallv to corrob-- 
orate him in the public efteem» the admiral 
alfo permitted him to fign the articles of capitu^ 
lation> which he was no ptherwiie privileged to 
do than by the indulgence of the admiral. ^ 

The principal point next in view was to diftreis 
the galleons even in Cartbagena, by preventing 
their being fupplied with any naval ftores and 
proivifioos, of which they ftqod in great neceOity. 

Vofc. I. H The 
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Pakt The admiral therefore on the nth of December, 
I. ordered Capt. Knowles in the Diamond " To 
L— -NT--' " accompany the fquadron till their arrival as far 
1739* " to windward as Carthagena, and to cruize 
•* there for intercepting any fuppfies, and ob- 
** ferving the galleons.'* On the 13th the vice 
admiral with his Iquadron failed from Porto 
Bcllo on his return for Jamaica^ valid having rea- 
fon to appprehend, from the intelligence brought 
"by Capt. Reddifli, that the Ferrol fquadron 
might be in thofe feas; on the 15th the admiral 
gave orders to all the captains, " Not on any con- 
fideration to hazard lofmg company with the 
flag; and that in cafe of feparation, the firft 
place of general rendezvous for twenty-four 
** hours would be under Point a Canoe; buf 
'•• not feeing any thing of the admiral in that 
•« time, they were to make the bed of their way 
for the next general place of rendezvous^! 
Port Royal." Being off Carthagtna, on the 
\28th the admiral fent Capt. Renton in the Span- 
ifh fnow called the Triumph, for England, with 
the agreeable news of his fuccefs at Porto Bello ; 
the fquadron was afterwards difperfed by hard 
gales of wind, but after fuffering in their math 
and rigging, they at lad all joined the admiral 
at Port Royal. 
1*^40 Had Admiral Verfioii made no further pro- 
' grefs in fupporting the honour of the Britifh 
arms no one could blame him, but thdfe peribns 
Only were .culpable who ought to have ferit fbm© 
land forces with him, nay did not give him fo 
much as any command over the few troop that 
were difperfed in Icvcral parts of the Weft Indies, 
Whatever difficulties were thrown in his way to 
fetard the fuccefs of his vidorious fquadron, ths 
adtniral with a magnanimous refolution endear 
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%^ured to furmounc them all; for on his return Chap. 
TO Jamaica, the principal care of the admiral was I1I« 
to equip his fleet with the utmoft expedition for ^-— v-^ 
another enterprize. Having made the nece0ary 1 74^^ 
preparations for putting to fea with the fhips fit 
fpr fervice, and leaving the Hampton-Court, 
Worcefter, Diamond, and Torrington at Jamai- 
ca^ junder the command of Commodore Brown, 
for the fecurity of the ifland and (hipping, with 
the neceflary orders in cafe of their coming to be 
attacked by any fuperior force of the enemy, in 
what manner to defend them ; and alfo orders to. 
refit the Burford, and fend her to join his fquadron 
as foon aspofTible ; on the 25th of February the ad- 
miral, having a defign to bombard Car thagena and 
afterwards to difturb the Spaniards in Fort Chagre, 
a little to the S. W. of Porto Bcllo, failed from 
Port Royal in the Strafford, with the Princefs Lou- 
iia, Windfor, Norwich, Falmouth, and Green- 
wich men of war; Succefs, Cumberland, Eleanor, 
Alderney, Terrible, Brig, Pompcy, Goadly frig- 
ates, fire-fliips, bombs, and tenders ; having a fa- 
vourable wind on the ift of .March, he got fight of . 
the high land of St Martha on the Spanifli main, 
and ordered Capt. Windham in the Greenwich 
^' To ply up in the night, and lie to windward 
*• of the port, for intercepting any thing that 
*' might be coming in there the next day." Th^ 
admiral then bore away with an eafy fail for Car- 
thagena. On the 34 in the evening, he anchor- 
ed with the Iquadron before the town in nine fa- 
thom water, in the open bay called {^laya Gran<r 
de; and on the 6ch he ordered in all tnebomb* 
If etches, and the fn^all fhips and tenders for cOt. 
veriog and aflifling them, and continue4 bom^c 
barding till nine in the morning. The fquadron 
rfceive^ 90 da^pag^ from the tpwn^ but thq 
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pAfeT (hells feH there pretty fuccefsfully, particularly 

I. into the principal church, the jefuits college, the 

u>*v***^ cuftortv-houfc, beat dolfirn fevcral houfes between 

J 740. dietif, ttnd a Oiell that fell into the fouth baftion 
nfenced a battery of ten guns there for a loifig 
thwe. The inhabiwnts were in the utmoft con- 
fternation ; but fhe ^uadron was to6 tiiconfider* 
able to iittempt giving them any further annoy- 
ance: the adniiral therefore on the 4t!i gare or- 
ders to the fcveral captains, •' That in cafe of 
" fcparation after leaving their preient ftatbn ofF 
" . Carthagena, they were to make the beftof 
** their way to the next general place of ren** 
" dezirous, either in the harbour of Porto Bel-^ 
** lo, or off the mouth of the river Chagre,' 
•* in the bay to the eaftward of ic ;" and on* 
the i^th drew o(F his bomb ketches and fmall* 
craft, ^ weighing with his fquadron on the idth 
iA the morning. After making the fignal for 
the line of battle, be cbaffed the ftore towards^ 
Boca Chica, and at this time made proper obr 
fervatfons to regulate any future deRrenr ihtctid- 
ed djgainft Carthagena 5 while the Spaniards fired 
ac him fVdm the three fmall caftlei without Boca' 

/ Cbfca, but none of thrir (hot reached him. Hav* 

iAg^ received lntclli]^ncc that Donjofephde Her- 
rera in the Vizara, a Spanifh man of war, had re- 
rcjivfcd orders from Bon Blafi to come and join 
bitti kt Cartiiagena, together with the St Juan- 
Mother Spanifl) man of war, and a fnow ; the 
^mrrkl on the 9th ordered Capt. Berkley in the 
Y?indfory with the Greenwich Capt, Wyndham^* 
**Tb' cruise ofFthe port of Carthagcna for twen- 
^« ry days, txr intcitept, take or deftroy the faid 
♦* meta of War, but principdBy to watch the mo- 
*^ tions of the galleons.** The admiral made 
fill for PpitJ^ Ufello^ to repair there the datnage 

received 
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received by the final! craft. On the tjth^ bang Chap. 

joined by Cajyt; Knowles in the Diamond^ the UL 
ordered him *• To go on board " this' ^— ^/^-^ 
Succefi firefhip, and accompanied with thfe ^74^^ 
*' Brig tebdet lo get oflT the month of the 
^ Chagrie, aikl there ufe the beft of his judg- 
^ nient in getting all proper information^ how 
^ the fort at die mouth of that river could be 
^ attacked, either by bombardment or canno- 
^ nading; and pardculariy to inform himfelf 
^ of the ibundibgs and depth of water there- 
^ aboQCs, to be certain how near any of thd 
^ liiips could a^)proach ; and to obferve what 
** convenient landing places might be near i and 
^ rehim to the admiral as (bon as conveniently 
^ hecoiild^ who would be making an eafyiail 
^ after him to lie off the fiud river, till he* 
^ flioald recdve his information to form the fu- 
•• lorb plan of operadon bn?^ The next day 
the adfmral anchored widi hn Iquadron in Pbrto 
Bello harbour, abd on the i8th detached thcf 
Soocefi and Eteanor *^ To cruize off the mouth' 
*• rf the river Chagre for fcven days, or till* 
^ the fi|nadron Ihould ibonei^ appear 6B there, 
** for preventing the Spanifh privateer floops' 
^ from putring to fea frbm thence, or inter*-' 
^* coring any thing that might be coming or' 
•» goifig there.'^ The Straflbrd and Norwich' 
and all the fmall teflels being watered, the ad-' 
mini got them out t6 iea on the 2 2d, leaving 
orden irith the Louiia and Falmouth << To' 
^* haften in compleatihg their watering and fol- 
" low him;" but an accident in the tore-top-faiV 
yard of liis fliip the Strafford retarding Iier pror 
grefi, he ordered Capt, Herbert in the Nor- 
wich' <^ To make all the fail he could, and en* 
'♦ tcr the harbour of Oiagre before him with' 
"" .- ** the 
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Fart ^^ the bomb-ketches and ail the fire-ihips and 
L '^ tenders under his orders^ and Capt. Knowles 
-— \ — ^ ** as engineer on board the bomb^ketches» for 
1740^ ^ placing them to play on the caftle of St L.O- 
^' renzo, at the mouth of the river Chagre 1 
^^ and to cover theui with his own (hip and the 
<^ reft." The fame day Capt. Knowles ^t to 
an anchor by three in the afternoon, and began 
bombarding and cannonading that evening, by 
ten at nightie admiral got alio to an anchor 
with his own ftiip the StraSbrd v as did the Fal- 
mouth and Princeis Louiia that followed him 
th^ iame night. Ttiey continued bombarding 
aind cannonading with three Ihips, firing lei- 
finrely only from their lower tier tUl monday the- 
94th, when the Spaniards hung out a flag of 
truce fit>m the fort^ the admiral aaiwered it 
from his own ibip, ftc^t all things as foon as poC- 
fible, and ient Opt. Knowles aihore, wha fooa 
leturned with Ek>n Juan Carlos Gutiercr de* 
Ranettas, cafiillanor or governor of the fort, to 
whom the admiral granted die following cap^t 

tulation. 

I ft, ^^ That upon his Britannic majefty's 
^^ troops being put into immediate poflcflion of 
^ the Fort St Lorenzo, the oUtillanor apd all his^ 
*^ garriibn {hould beat free liberty to march out 
without any moleftsition, and reure into tho 
village of Chagre or where elfe they plea(ed» 
2d. ^^ That the inhabitants of Chagre migh( 
^ remain jn all fafety in fheir habitation^ under 
^^ a promife of iecur^y tq ^emiclves and their- 
♦* houfes. 

3d. ^^ That the guarda cofta floqs (hould 
be delivered up to the ufe of his Britanmc ma^ 
jeiiy in the condition they werc^ and the king 
y- of Spain's cuftom-boufew 

4th, 
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4th. •* That the clergy and churches in the Chap. 
*^ town of Chagre flbould be proteded and pre- III. 
•• ferved in all their immunities." i..^— v— J 

The capitulation being thus fettled and a- ^74^ 
greed to» the admiral fent the governor afiiore 
'With Capt. Knowles, whom he appointed gover- 
nor of the caille for his Britannic majefty, and 
lent a garrifbn along with him of five lieutenants 
and 120 men, and all the boats of the fleet to 
land them ; and by three o'clock that afternoon 
Gapt. Knowles entered the fort with his garriiba. 
The lame evening Capt. Knowles fent and pla- 
ced a guard upon the cudom-houfe on the oppp- 
fite fide of the river Chagre ; and admiral Ver- 
non went on fhore himlelt by day-break the next 
morning to give all neceflary orders, and found 
the cuftom-houfe full of goods for the lading of 
the galleons, fuch as guayaquil, coca, jefuit*s 
bark, and Spanilh wool 5 and «ave immediate 
orders for their being fpecdily fhipped off. The 
number of lerons and bags of goods amounted to 
'4,300. The two guarda cofla (loops in the river 
(which were all the guarda coftas that were left 
in diole parts) Were funk juft above the cuflom- 
houfe, carpenters being ordered to break up their 
decks and entirely deftroy them. 

Th£ cullom-houfe being entirely cleared by 
Friday the 28th, was filled with combufiible mat- 
ter of the neighbouring hutts, and fet on fire that 
evening, which burnt with great fiercenefs all 
;hat night. 

On the 29th in the morning the brafs cannon 
being embarked, which were eleven guns and 
eleven Patteraroes, and a good part of the gar- 
riibn ; the mines were fprung under the lower 
haftion, which entirely demoli(hed it : then two 
mines were fprung to blow up fome of the upper 

pares 
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Vk r t" parts of the works ; afterwards aJI th^ ini^er bgiId-> 
I. ingf of the caftlc were fet on fire, a!nd were burrv* 
-V— ^ ing all the night of the 29th. On the sofji 

I74Q. Vice Adn>iral Vjernon put to fea with his ^ua* 
drop ; and on the ift of Ai)ril in the evening gojt 
to the mouth of the haroour of Poj^to Befloi 
where he was joined by the Windfor ^nd Greeiv 
wich, juft arrived from their cruize ofiTCarthager 
na ; and on the ad was joined alio by the Btufgrd^ 
which he had left to be repaired at J^m^ica. 
. On the 5th the admiral ordered Mr Henry 
Barnfley " To taTce upon him the commaind of 
" the little Spanifli prize floop that had been car; 
'^f rccncd in Portp Bcllo harbogr, and to cs^rry 
•* Mr Jo(hua Thomas, Purfcr of the Strafford^ 
i^V tp England, widi the packet fdr ;he govern^ 
** ment committed to his care, with an accoun; 
•iF of the fuccefe of this expedition." The adpnir 
jraJ, after failing from PortO Bello, received ad; 
vicp that two Spanish men of war t?ound from Fe- 
ipl^ with the vice n>y of the kingdom of St Fee^ 
.were arrived at St John de Porto J^ipo, and im- 
maginin^ the vice roy might prQJbabl)r choofe t9 
fall in with the port of St Martha, b^ing wUhin 
jhis government, before he proq^dedto Qrtha* 
gcna; the admiral being off thje lutlefiarUj oii 
Ithc 21ft ordered the Windlbr,. Greenwich and 
Burford, under the dire&ion ^'iCdpt. Berkley 
V To cruize juft to windward of 3t Martha for 
** intercepting the vice rpy j" but ^e SpahiOJ 
inen of war cfcaped their vigilance, and fafely 
conduced the vice roy xq Carthagcna, with ^66 
fcldiers, defigned for reinforcing tfep garri&ti o\ 
Porto Bello; while Admiral Vernon with 1^5 
reft of the iquadron foon aftcx returned (o \a* 
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The admiral, both ac Porto Bello and Cha- n^ .a 
fere, fhewed the true fpirit of his countrymen j ^j * 
(fieir intrepidity in attacking, their moderation y^^..^^ 
in victory, their difintereftednefs in the ufe of it^ 17401 
and their honour in obferving capitul^pons: Ifor 
chis he was highly commended by the Spaniards^ 
wbo found in hini the true glpry of his heroic 
countrymen, whofe courage was exceeded by no- 
thing but their clemency^ on which alone the j 
Founded their eternal fame* ^ 

The admiral was obliged to demoliQi the forti- 
fications at Porto Bc^Uo and Chagre^ as he was 
incapable of maintaining them through the want 
of a proper fupply of land forces ; and had his 
beep provided with only 2^000, he might have 
kept pofieflTion of Porto Bello and made himfelf 
mafter of Panama, by which nieans he would 
have laid the whole coad of Chili, atid Peru, and 
the weftern coad of Mexico^ 9pen both to the 
rrade. and the atucks of the BritiCh fubjetfls ; and 
by being thus poffeflTed of the ifthmus of Darien, 
byreceiving proper reinforcements, there would 
have been a great probability of even feizing the 
mipes of Peru. 

. AScH£M£ having been recommended at Ja^ 
maica to Governor Trelawny to procure the at 
(iftance of the Mofq^ito Indians^ and diftreis the 
Spaniards in Guatiinal^^ one of the province$ of 
Mexico^ it gained the governor's approbation r^ 
who was alfo in&rmed, that from the particular 
Stoation and trade of that part of the continent^ 
great advanuges and wealth mi^ht accrue to the 
indertakers. In purfuance of" this reprefentation^ 
[yiOvernor Trelawny^ after baying previoufly folli- 
:ited and gained a promiie of afliftance froni the 
Vloiquito nation, in OAober fent Lieut. Hodg« 
on for the coaft of Honduras^ with a neceflary fupf 

Vot. 1, "1 ply 
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^P^a*!) ply of arm* and ammunition for the. MoiqtiitoTln- 

l. dians, whb on his arrival fbund them aflfen^t^ed^ 

^^W and ready for any expedition. This is a fmall 

,184^^ but warlike body of Indians, ftrongly attached to 
the Britifti intereft^ and perpetually at variance 
with the Spaniards •, and with 500 of thefc hardy 
men under his command. Lieutenant Hodgfon 
proceeded to a Spanifh fettlement on Carpenter's 
River, about 120 leagues weft of Porto Bello, 
where they made a confiderable booty ift filvcr 
and cocoa ; and as the Spaniards never entcttiin- 
, cd • the leaft fufpicion of fuch an enterprizc, they 
had mad» no preparations to prevent the execu* 
Hon of it, fa that if this party of nnen had" expe- 
ditioufly puflied their 'way, they might have! plun- 
dered and deftroycd all the Spanifh fettlehicnts 
in their paflage, and probabily have farprized thtf 
Opulent town of Panama, their principal VieW : 
but the Indians^ difcontented at the profpcQ of 
fo long and laborious a* march j refufed'-to" pro* 
ceed, and Lieutenant Hodgfon was obliged to 
abandon, the cnterprize and return to Jamaica^. 
Had fdch an expedition been properly condoft- 
ed„ with ^,000 able difciplined men, gi'^at ad* 
Vanrages might have attended it y for the Eurc^- 
^n Spaniards adl like arbitrary tyrants over thi 
hafivesi, both creol Spaniards ahd Indians, who 
ttiight be very eafily indaccd to revolt,, ahd pro*' 
hi6te any i'ihyafioni iri a country wherfe they are 
treated tvith the iitmoft fervility and contempt, hay; 
not above four years before Lieiitenaht Hbdg-i 
fori's expedirion-, 30,^000 Indians wha^ infeaW ted 
rear La Vera Paz, on the bordei*s of Honiilunisi 
aftually renounced any allegiance tonhe-S^ni< 
ards, threw off the galling yoke of flaverf, and 
(hewed a determined refoltition to dWend .thcif 
ifldepcndcfwc aiui liberty. Thcrefote^ oh -bein^ 
\ i * -priprfrly 
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E^rop€;|ly:.f|]pplied wi]tb arin% how. willing and Chap. 
How fond would they havjc been to..ha]r& united III. 
their ftrength and efforts to rout the Spaniards L/W 
out of the country ; or by altering their conditions, * 740. 
cq^nmke tttoTeuiurpinjg; ami cruel matters 'hewers ri 
of "wood <mA drawers* oi water to the very flave*-^*^ 
they had fo defpicably ufcd and ungeneroufly de- 
"bafed ? And if there once had been a qpnfiderable 
infurreclionlof the Goatimj^lla indfansji ^ig^u^y 
fupported by their neigti hours the Mofquitoes, and 
a proper force from Jamaica, a general revoltj. 
wtMiIti ibotl have enfued- ihrbughouc the whole - 
Spaoiih territories, bo^h m Mexico and Peru, 
which they were much inclined to, and wanted 
nothing but arms to recover the native freedom 
of their anceftors, before they fell a barbarous 
and wanton* facrifice to ihfc avarice of the fut^eflsg ' 
^pd^aggrandizement. of the crown of Spain. !^uch 
ar. revolt, wovild have beeOithe more eafily ficilita-: 
ted, ^ ti|i^ Indians have a traditional prophecy ^ 
aq^ong (hem,. ^^ That a liation wiil^ one tii^e or 
'* other, come and afiift. them 'to drive out the • 
^y Spaniards;" and happy for Britain had it been 
effedcd by her aOlftance, the Spanilh infolence 
had th^o been no longer' fupported by the wealth 
q^ the Columbian world, that wealth for which 
tbefe, regions of undifcovered peace and CmpKci- ' 
ty, were inhumanly bathed with the bloodlof its' 
rpyal Ynqas, and millions of inhabitarih,* and: 
fpr vh[ichi^eir poftarity would frcclydevote their * 
lives taprpcure ample vengeance en the Spaniards : 
^odcoukj they fucc(ed in ,this their cardinal paffion 
revenge., thof^ that. aSifted them would confe- 
(pien^ly i^ the favoucite nation, and reapoil the 
SMJ vantages poflcQcci by the Spaniards ;- for ic iS' 
the Indians that cultivate the country, work iar 
li^l? ini[^5^ and make all ! their manufiuffairesy 
■ 'i I 4 ^ which 
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which they could do as well if there was no^ a 
Spaniard in the country. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

SuROPBAN traufaAions between the 
courts of Great Britain an(^ 

5p4IH[ ii^ 1740, 

WHILE Admiral Vernon was thus increaf- 
ing his naval honours, the joyful news of 
the redu&ion of Porto Bcllo was fpread all over 
^74^^ the Britilb dominions immediately after the arriv- 
al of Gtpt. Rentone in London, where he deli- 
vered the admiral*s letters to the duke of New- 
caftle on the 1 3th of March. i\s fo important an 
acquifition was obtained by fix men of war only, 
with fuch an inconfiderable number of kind forces, 
icdiffufed a genemljoy through the whole king- 
dom. This enterprize being fo prudently con-r 
dofted and (b bravely e^^cuted , the people were 
now fottfible of the force of the Bricifh arms, di^ 
rc£led by an abk commander j the name of Ver- 
non became idolized among the populace, he 
was looked upon as another Drake or Ruflel in 
England, he was efieemed as a lecond Ra- 
leigh or Blake in America, and highly venerated' 
by all ranks and conditions ci men throughout 
^e Britifli dominions. His Britannic majefty 
^^ fixfiaUy perfoaded of the admiral's zeal for ht» 

' ^ (^rvice, 
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ftrvice, and of his prudence and good condudt in Chap. 
taking fuch meafurcs as (hould the more efFcdlu- IV. 
ally conduce thereto, that the king did not think ^^^-v-^-* 
it proper to prefcribe any particular fervice to be 1 74^* 
undertaken by the admiral, but left it entirely to 
his diredion to aft againft the Spaniards, in fuch 
manner and in fuch places as fhould appear to him 
bed to anfwer the ends propofed by his majefty's 
fbrmer orders : his majcfty alfo gave particular 
command to the duke of NewcaftTe, toaflurc the 
admiral of his entire approbation of his condufi; 
2|nd behaviour (hewed in this aftion, and in the 
humanity with which he treated the inhabitants 
after the reduftion of Porto Bello. 

On the i8th of March an addrefs was prefent- 
cd to his majefty by both houfes of parliament, 
•< Congratulating him on the fuccefs of admiral 
*• Vernon by entering the port and taking the 
«< town of Porto Bello, and demolifliing and 
«« levelling all the forts and caftles belonging 
«* thereto, with fix fliips of war only; and re- 
<f prefcnting that it could not fail of giving the 
<• utmoft joy to all his majefly's fubjefts, fincc it 
" afforded the moft reafonable hopes and expeft* 
<f ations, that it might be attended with other 
<« important advantages, and highly contribute 
«* to the obtaining real and effeftual fecurity of 
<« thofe juft rights of navigation and commerce 
" belonging to his majefty*s fubjecjls, for the pre- 
*• fervation of which his majefty entered into that 
" ncceflkry war." In anfWer to which his ma- 
jefty was moft gracioufly pleafed " To thank 
" them for their dutiful congratulation on this 
** fuccefs of his arms, which was fo much for the 
** honour and intcrcft of his crown and king- 
M dqpi i and that the fatisfaftion thoy exprefled 
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Pa9.t -" in the meafur^s he had taken was very agree- 
' I. ** able to him.'* . 
Lr--^'-"*-^ On this occafion the city of London preiented 
\7^^\ ah addrels to lus maje(ly» to congratulate him on 
t^e glorious fuccefs of Admiral Vernon: they rc- 
p^cfehted *' That tbe'exccution of this import- 
*^ apt; fervice, . with -fo fmall a force and with To 
**-niuch intrepi^ityi would greatly . redpupd to 
**. the reputation 9I: hism^ijefty'sarnis, and ftrike 
** a terror ipto the enemy> wiio would by expe- 
*f- rkncc be convinced (whatever miftaken noti- . 
*5 Qn^.they might have formed from England's. 
*?. long forbearance) tlut the tnarit^e power of^ 
** Great Britain bein^ at length escerted, was ablo.. 
*^. effectually to. vindicate tW ^lory of his it^- 
*V! jelly's crown, revenge the Iipjvries of the peo*. 
*j pie, and retrieve thehopour of'the Britifli flag \* 
*'. affiiring.his majefty tliat tl^qijlW9i3d chearfullyi 
*S cpntribuife to tji^ liOTpft ^ ^^cir abilities, in 
*t fupportof a w^r;foneceflarxJ9r the protedtion, 

of their, long injured tradp,, and entered jntQ; 

at.the upaniij^pus ^efire ofihis majefl:y*s fub-. 
^' jc6ls/' To which addrefs hb majefty was plcaJjed 
to make apfwer,'^ I thank you fi)r your congwur, 

lation; you have no reafon to. doubt but that 

in alf my meafijraSy. as I have Hitherto had, fo 
^* I ihall continue to have a. due regard to the, 
♦f' honour and intereft of my crown and king* 
•* doms, and to thci fafety and prpiedtion of all 
fj> fny fubjefts." , ' ■ , V 

The parliaqpe^t voted '' That the thanks af; 
?^ both hotift:s (^ould be tranlinittcd to the ad- 
*' rpiral for his e;niinent fervicfs*.^*' and the citir, 
zens of London, as a farther mark of diftindion^ 
voted him tlie freedom of that city 3^ to be pre».. 
fenced in a ggld bojj* 

Th5 
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;' The parliament >Vas now at th<: dlofc'of its laft GhaK 
(eflioh, and bufily engaged in graniing the nff- I-V, 
ccflary fupplies for the current year* the« more \..»->?»*i 
vigoroufly ro enable his m^jcfty to profecute tht 1 74^* 
war. On the commencement of the war fix new 
■regiments of marines were commifiioned of i,ooo 
men each, for the raifing of which the houfe of 
tommons now voted 1 18,000/; and the number df 
troops on the Britifh eftablifhitient for the year 
1740, was ftipulated at 28^852 men, including 
the invalids and the highland regiment. i 

'■ His Britannic majelly intending to vifit his 
tjerman dominions, on the i2ih of May nomi- 
nated the arch biihop oF Canterbury, the lord 
chancellor, earl of Wilmington, lord Hervey \ 
the dukes of Dorfet, Grafton, RichoKMid, Bolton^ 
"Dcvonlhire, Montagu, and Nev^aftle; the^dsirfc 
of Pembroke,-; and Iflay; Sir- Robert Walpolc^ 
<ind Sir Charles Wager, to be lords juftices dur* 
ing- his abfence. The next day his majefty em* 
barked for Holland^ and landed at Helvoetfluys 
on the 24th, when he proceeded to Hanoveri 
and during his continuance there, his majefty 
concluded a treaty of alliance with prince Wil-^ 
jiam, landgrave regent of Heffe Caffcl, by which 
the latter *' Was to keep in readinefs 4,800 foot 
** and 1,200 hbrfe, for four years for his ma«^ 
*' jetty's Icrvice, for which the landgrave was 
*^ to have an annual fubfidy of 250,000 bank 
^* crowns." 

; On the 9th of April Vice Admiral Balchert 
faijed from Plymouth Sound, with a fquadron of 
foiii? diipB of the line, and fleered dirc(f\ly fot* 
bipe Hnifterrc, where he was joined by two o- 
thcr men'6f t^ar cruising off that ftaiion to in-^ 
tercept the return of the affoguc Ihips to old 
Spain 5 but Don Pizarro the Spapilb admiral whd 
•J convoyed 
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Part convoyed them, received intelligence by an ad-» 

I. vice boat of the fituation of this fquadron •, and 

u— v-*^ inftead of purfuing the ufual courfe from La vcr^ 

1740. Cruz by the Madeira or Canary iflands^ faikd 

north about by the Bahama^s, then weft>yard till 

within fight of Ireland, fb by the Lizard and the 

coaft of France through the bay of Bifcay, cfcap- 

ing the vigilance of the Englifh fquadrons thei> 

cruizing off Cadiz, Cape Vincent, and Cape Fi- 

nifterre, and arrived at St Anderp laden with aa 

immenfe treafure. . 

At the fame time the Spaniards equipped a 

ftrong fquadron under the command of Admiral 

Pintado, in queil of Admiral- Balche'n ; and as 

his force was greatly fuperior to the Englifh, the 

Spaniards expefted no lefs than their total defeat : 

but the Spanifh admiral, either through impru^ 

dence or accident, never came up with the Engr 

lifh fleet, which the Spanifh court imputing to a 

neglcdt of orders he was afterwards difgraccd.. 

Admiral Haddock, from his character and 
the whole tenor of his former behaviour, had 
given many fignal and incontcftable proofs of his 
courage and abilities; and was univerfally alloW:* 
cd, worthy the important command of fo potent 
a fleet as the Britifl) crown had then in the Me* 
diterranean. This fleet had a long time blocked 
up the Spanifh fquadron in the bay of Cadiz, but 
on an intormatipn that. the Spaniards intended to 
invade the ifland of Minorca, Admiral Haddock 
failed up the Mediterranean to prevent the execu- 
tion of fuch a defign ; this opened the port of 
Cadiz, the Spanifh fquadron confi(ling of rune 
men of war and two frigates, on the. igth of 
March favoured by the darknefs ,of the nighty 
cfcaped to Ferrol, and joined another fleet, al^ 
fcmbied in that port intended for the Weft Irv 
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dies, with a confiderable number of troops and Chap^ 
a large quantity of warlike (lores and provifions. IV« 

Thb Spaniards having drawn a great number ^ tv— ^ 
of troops together in Galida, at firft intended by 1 74^r 
the afliftanc^ of this fleet to make a defcent either 
10 England or Ireland ; the duke of Ormond was. 
fent for to undertake the command, but he ho* 
nourably refufed to aflifl; the enemies of his native 
country on fo important an occafion. Thefe 
troops remained on an uncertain ficuatipn till 
they were greatly dimini(hed, and the Spanifli 
miniftry too lately perceived the impracticability 
of fuch a defign for want of all things necefiary 
for- fucfi a purpofe, even if there had been no 
Britifb Of et to oppofe their embarkation. 

' The appearance of Admiral Haddock on the 
coafl: of Minorca, fufHciently repreflfed any ex- 
ppdition formed againft that ifland : the admiral 
with indefatigable diligence protected the mer- 
chants ve0els from the innumerslble fwarms of 
Spaniflb privateers in the Mediterranean, and 
took tWQ of the Spani(h tranfports bound foi; 
Majorca^ with a great number of foldiers on 
board. 

Ik April the Princefla, a Spanifh man of war 
o\ feventy guns» commanded by Don Park) Au« 
guftino de Gerra, having on board 500 failors 
apd 200 marines, the firft lieutenant and many 
of them Irilbmen, was taken near the bay of 
Cadiz by three Englifh men of war, after an ob- 
fljnate and bloody refiftance of (ix hours, and 
loon after the Princefia arrived at Portfmouth. 

. Th £ convoying of the Spaniih treafure from 
the Indies was rendered very precarious by the 
ftjition of the Britiih fleets, and the finances of 
Spain being reduced to a bad condition, their 
warlike projedls were retarded^ or entirely fuC- 
Vpi^.L K pended^ 
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P^ijT pMdcd, fpr want of money, fo that his Catholic ' 
I, n)ajefty was obliged to demand from the college 
1— ^^^— ^ of commerce at Cadiz, a loan of one million of 
?j^40. piaftrcs, which the college at firft fcrupled to 
comply with, but afterwards agreed to a loan of 
800,000, to enable his majefty to equip the unit 
fed fqiiadrons of Cadiz and Ferrol, then lying in 
(he laft mentioned port ; on which an order was 
ifibed for this formidable armament to be read^ 
to fail at an hour's warning. The Spaniards, tQ 
facilitate the deftin^tion of their fleet for America^ 
j[Hll publickly gave out at Madrid that a defign 
was formed againft Scotland or Ireland, thereby 
imagining to keep on the Bririfh coafts thofe 
ibuadronsthat ought to be employed for infefting 
tnecpafts of Spain. 

The inhabftants of Spain, had for fopie years 
been greatly opprcffed by their different minifter%f 
who cdntinacd in purfuing fuch nrieaibres as they 
laiew were prejudicial to the profpcrity and in- 
tcreft of the people ^ 2jnd in thefe views they 
pbftinatcly perfifted to gratify the pride of thcif 
ambitious c^een. - Alberoni pillaged the nation to 
procure a regal eftablifhment in ^icily ; Ripperda 
plundered them to gain Parma and Placentia | 
, l^tfnho 'fleeced them to perform what the others 
had only peojefted i and CampHIo owed! his r&< 
pNitation to his extorting from an already cxr 
haufted people, the fupplie^ dernanded for ex- 
ecuting the plati of his predcceffor \ whilp the 
d^nrndi fuggefted the fame difn)al apprehenr 
JBons from the p(>litics of his fucceflbr ; for whai{ 
etmid they expeft frotn the Schemes of a mini- 
- fterj oniy'fupported by, and neceffarily devoted 
te, the precaVious and ' ambitious humour of a 
^rannical and imperious queen i furely nothing 
[Hit a languid imppvcrilhtxient ^ for this princef^ 
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hjid ururped an abfolute afcendancy over his Chap* 
Catholic majefty, (he alone handled the fceptre, IV. 
and fupported the weight of royalty ; while the ^-^ v *—^ 
regal hufband abandoned his dignity, fupinely <74^* 
and ingloriouOy to trifle away thofe important 
hours, which. the duty incumbent on a king*, 
Ihould have devoted to the ftudy and promotion 
of the intereft and happineis of that people pny- 
videhce had committed to his care.. This un^ 
worthy deleearion of the royal authority, did 
iiot fail of alarming the Spaniards, by prefent^ 
ing before their eyes that melancholy profpeft 
they unavoidably expedted from fo perverted an- 
adminiftratioh, and the infurmountable lois that 
muft confequently enfue and moft fenfibly afied 
them, by a deprivation of their moft benefichtl 
trade with Great Britain. Struck with an appa* ^ 

rent concern, at the complaints and difaffirAioil 
of the Spaniards, the court of Madrid, confix 
ous of their inability folely to fup^Knt a war 
againft the crown of Great Britain, immediately 
had recourfe to their fecret friend and ally^ 
and addrelfing the court of France for alltftance 
againft fo formidable an enemy ; and this they 
might have reafonably expedted, from a power 
whofe views and intereft are chiefiy confined to - 
promote a difunion and aggravate difientions be-^ 
cween the Briti(h and Spanifh monarchies; buc 
though the Marquis de las Minas, die Spanifii 
embaflador at Paris, ftrongly foUicited the afflt 
tahcc of France, it was for the preient politicly 
tefufed^ for the important crifis was not yet ar» 
rived fbr the French mioiftry to throw off the 
maik of peace and friendftiip with the Bridfh 
nadbn^ fufpending the bk>w . till the wealth o£ 
that power had been fuificiently exhaufted and 
her power diminilhed v liJce an invidious croca« 
* . K z duc^ 
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PjiRT dile, France lay cautioufly wailing a more /a! 
. I. VourabJe opportunity to declare her enmity ; an 

L.^' v '*^ afiedled neutrality filled her ports with com^ 
*74^- merce, her provinces with plenty, and her crear 
fury with that profudon of opulence which after- 
wards enabled her to maintain fuch potent ar« 
mies, and make fuch valuable acquifitioOs^ as lo 
threaten the fafety and endanger the liberty of 
all Europe. From the Britifli conquefts in Amo* 
rtca, the court of Spain ftill more perceptibly 
found their inequality to continue the war, with*- 
OJUt the concurrence of France ; and loudly 
complained at the pacific condud of the court 
of Ve.rfailles, where the SpaniCh minifter infiding 
that France was bound to appear openly it\ th^ 
vindication and favour of Spain, and by hia 
frequent repetitions on a fubjefi, at that timct 
ib unharmonious to the ears of Cardinal de 
Fleury, he was, through his influence, recalled* 
tod eveo difgraced ; a furprizing inftance of 
i^ etbinency's fuperintendency over the cabinet 
pf Madrid, and how abiblutely that court was 
fijbmiflivdy devoted to the policy of Fraace* 

The dcfigns of the French mioiftry were 
too impervious to be penetrated by the SpaQt 
iards, their motives bad a very different ten^ 
dehcy dian to the fervice and intereft of Spaing 
and itbe deluded court of Madrid was otUy em*'' 
ployed and aduated by France, as a oece0ary 
iltenfil tx) pave the way to that unUnuced'groaCT 
Qda htr ambition was ever fearing. True, tnt 
^med by this ambition^ France has often fprcad 
war and defoktion r6und tke regiooa of Europe i 
yet is it not lefi certain, that her necefiky has 
frequently openeld a £lmilar fcene of bayoc and 
devaftation^ for When the plains of France ffioUt 
in dicjferenity ^jgf^y when plenty crawns kfit 
.V £elds 
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fields with golden harvefts, and her exuberant Ch a p« 
vineyards are filled with aucumnal clufters, amid IV. 
thefe (cenes of pleafure and abundance, the poor ^ — -n«-^ 
peafknt can neither gratify his hunger^ indulge • I74^* 
his thirft, nor cloath his body to prelerve it froni 
the heat of fummer, or fecure it from the incie- 
mency of winter ; this gripe of poverty creates a 
defire of war among the ruftics; war, if it is noc 
to them as it ^Aras to the Lacedsemoneans^ a plea- . 
fure^ is certainly a relief^ as it frees them from 
the moft parfimonbus kind of diet, yields them 
the military cbathing, and a fuftenance infinite- 
ly vMXt comfortable from the royal allowance : 
the merchants are never averfe to a war againft 
England or Holland, as their ibips fwarm on the 
feas in much greater numbers than the French^ 
and give them an opportunity of increafing their 
fortunes by the fuccefs of their privateers: the 
nobility and gentry of France are ever arduous for 
a war, as their patrimonial fortunes are generally 
too (lender to fupport their quality, which receives 
an additional luftre from any important command 
in the army ; and the kings of France have long 
founded their intereft on a vigorous and tranfient 
war; ib that war is univerfally the intereft of the 
whole kingdom of France, and the (horter m 
dmratbn the more advantageous it proves -, for 
by a permanent, though fuccelsful, war, the force 
of France would be reduced and the nation im^ 
poveriibed, as their trade is too infufficienc to af* 
ford the neceffary fupplies, and by a redu6)ion of 
the royal finances the king would be unable to 
maintain his army. Hence it appears that the 
views of France, both in war and peace^ though 
cffeAed by di&rent motives, terminate by the 
fiime caufe, neceffity. It was this necefliry com^ 
pelled the French to ratify the treaty of Utrecht^ 

no 
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Part no other, cfpecially with regard to Great Britain; 
I. for that treaty was fo tar from reconciling the 
L-— vr--^ oppofite interefts of the two crowns, that evcrjr 
.'I740* motive of competition ftill fubfifted between 
them, they were dill rivals in trade and adver- 
iaries in religion^ and the lame efieds are always td 
• be expeded from the fame caufes. From that 
day the French were induftrioufly engaged in re* 
pairing the ruins of a long and deftrudive war, 
m reftoring credit, and re-eltabli(hing trade, 
protrading their fcbeme of univerfal monarchy, 
till they fhould be able to profecutc it with vi-. 
gour ; and appeared wholly employed in the bu- 
iinefs of traffic, and the arts of peace, that they 
might lull the world in negligence, and furprize 
the neighbouring powers in their fecurity with an 
unexpefted burft of invafion. They found thenv- 
felves in a condition almoft ready to ftrike the 
blow for univerfal monarchy, and were only im- 
peded through the apprehenfions of the formation 
of too potent a confederacy to obftnift their am- 
bition ; in this the court of Great Britain, the houle 
of Auftria, and the States General, were the 
' mod natural allies ; and therefore to feize the mod 
convenient opportunity privately to diftrels^ di^ 
vide, amufe, and deceive thefe powers, was the 
principal aim of the politics of France. Accord- 
ii^gly* the foundation of her a^iring greatnefi 
was laid by the war between Great Britain and 
Spain, which the French minidry had indefati* 
gably promoted, by encouraging the Spaniards 
to continue their unjud depredations on the Eng- 
lifb in the Wed Indies, fomenting the difientions^ 
and exaggerating on the differences exiding bcf^ 
tween the two crowns, and promifing the cotut 
of Madrid adidance and relief; which after the 
departure. of the marquis de Us Minas from Paris^ 

they 
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they put in execution, by fending a ftrong Iqua- Chap* 
dron from Breft and Toulon under the marquis IV. 
dc Antin to Martinico, one of their fettlements ^— -v-*j 
in the Weft Indies, with fecrct orders not only 174^* 
to ^& in a hotlile manner againft the Britifh fub* 
jedb, either jointly with the Spaniards or fepa- 
rately, but even to concert meafures with them 
for attacking Jamaica ; and when the earl of 
Waldegrave, the Britifh embaiiador at the court 
of France, demanded the reafon of equipping 
this armament ; the cardinal told him, ^^ That 
*< there was difference between arming and de- 
*^ daring war; and that it was true his moft 
*• Chriitian majefty had prortiifcd a neutrality, 
*( but as unfbrefeen accidents might happen, it 
*^ was prudence to be prepared againft all events." 
To give them^ves the greater fecurity from the 
refentment of the crown of Great Britain, and to 
irritate that nation to a retaliation of injuries by a 
ipeedy jdeciaration of war, the French committed 
a notorious contravendon of the treaty of Utrecht, 
by repairing and refordfying the port of Dunkirk; 
that port, which by this treaty they had been 
compelled to deftroy, which they had folemnly 
IHpulated never to reftore, and from which mor« 
mbleftarion might arife to the Britifh commerce 
than from all the other coafts of France, as it 
would enable the French to croud the channel 
with privateers, and purfue the Britifh merchants 
even to their own ports; nor could all the rc- 
monftrances made by the Britifh and Dutch cni- 
bafladofv, againft fo public an intracaon of fo 
iblemn a treaty, in the Icaft deter the French 
fK>m continuing the work, which they com- 
pleted without interruption. Upon this his molt: 
Chriftian majefty publiOied a dtclaratitMi to vin- 
f&CAtc tl^e necefHty of fitting out the fleet under 
' '* * the 
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Pi^RT the o^arquis de Antin, and the fortifying l>uii^« 
|. ^ Iqrk and pori; POrient j wherein he dedares, 
u»-%r^*^ *' That after the taking of Pprto Bello and Chs^- 
1. 749-^ *^ grc, the ambafTador of Gceat Britain w^s frona 
^\ that time advertifed in his noajefty*s name, that. 
*'. the Eng!i{h ough; /not to think that France 
"f beheld with an eye of indifference the enter- ' 
** prizes which the J£ngli/h nation had formed: 
^\ in America, nor tha? the king would fuffer 
*< them to make any efl^blifhrnept in the Weft, 
*<],Infiies J th^t.th? declaration was renewed^ in 
** proporEion as.tbe preparations againft America* 
•^ were f^en to indicate mpre cert^inJy projcds* 
*'^ of conqucft ; and the Brici(h am.l?aJ0ador not* 
^\ r^urhing any anfwcr on a poiqt foimpprtantj* 
^^ the king thought that he ought not any longer- 
*^ to defer fitting out his (hips, \o put himfelf ift; 
^\ a condition of prevjenting ^danger that be-' 
** came every day tfpore pr^fI5ng> allcdging fori 
*! the precautions taken at the. ^ity de I'Oricnt 
•* and Dunkirk, that they were.pnly to hinder; 
*J ^ny furprize from the £nglifb ifprfeirs," though 
it eventually appeared quite the feverfe. 

I NT timc$ of war the predominant paffion of 
Englifhmen is a fierce and refplwte r^fentment a- 

f)ainft their enemy 5 ever jealous of their naval 
onour, they chearfully grant any fubfidies requi- • 
Jite to maintain their iliuftrious charafter, and 
hold their lives and fortunes devoted to the ufc 
and intercft of their king and country : this makes 
them fond of feeing their military power exerted : 
hut the miniftry was too timorous to gratify their 
wilhes, and fuftained the loudefl popular excla-^ 
mations againft their pacific conduct with a long 
and furprizing patience 5 they knew the power 
of France, they dreaded its alliance with Spain, 
9od were too cautioufly endeavouring to ftifle the ^ 
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fcaft incentives which the miniftry of Paris might Ch Ai»J' 
•mbrace to favour the Spaniards with an auxiliary IV. 
iffiftaAce : this, and the repeated declarations of ^— v-^ 
France not to fuffer Spain to be difmantled of ^74^* 
her poffcffions in America, intimidated the Bri- 
filh miniftry from purfuing thofe vigorous and 
nccefiary ttieafures they would otherwifc have 
purfued. But the detention of fuch magnificent 
flcetSi and fuch numbers of failors^ indolently rid- 
ing in their own ports^ .was too apparent a foun- 
dation for creating a public difguft^ and increaf^ 
ing the uneafinefs which' had been already openly 
avowed ) therefore fome expedition was neccflary 
to amufe the nation » and fmother their difcontent^ 
^hile at the fame time the French flaould receive 
no provocation to arm in favolir of the Spaniards % 
tind poflibly with this viev(r a fecret expedition was 
projedled^ for which a very potent fleet was at 
lembled at Pottfmouthj whcre^ on the 24th ot 
June^ Sir John Norris, admiral of the red^ hoift- 
ed his flag on board the unfortunate Viftory^ a 
firft rate of no guns^ having- under him Philip 
Cavendifhj Efq; admiral*, and Sir Chaloner Ogle, 
tear admiral of the blue, and on the gth of July 
his royal highnefe the Duke of Cumberland em- 
barked with thfe admiral, as a volunteer in the 
intended ej^pedition. The dcfignation of this 
well-appointed navy confiding of twenty-one fail 
of the line and three fire-ftiips, was varioufly 
conjedlurcd j fome repotted as though it was in* 
tended to bombard Sebaftians *, others infinuated 
that a confpiracy had been difcovered in Galicia 
in favour of the Engltfh^ and that this prefented 
a fair opportunity to favour an invafion on the 
coafts of that province ; while others, with the 
fame uncertainty, furmifed an attempt on the 
Spanifh.lquadron at Fcrroh but whatever were 
Vol. I. L the 
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Part the true and real motives of fitting out fo puiffant 
I. a fleet, the fchemc proved incfFeftual and fruit- 
M-->/ — ' lefs; for after being detained, about a week, at St 
1740- Helens by contrary winds, the fleet failed from 
thence on the 14th of July, with the convoy and- 
merchant fliips for Portugal and the Streights ; 
» Sut meeting with hard gales of wind at S. W. 
wherein the Lion man of war ran foul of the 
Vidory and carried away her bowfprit, and the 
Lion lofing her fore-maft,the fleet returned to St 
Helens ; and on the 22d failed again, but were 
detained at Torbay for near a month, and on 
the 13th of September returned to. Spithead ^ 
where, on his royal highnefadifembarking, an en- 
terprize that had engrofled the whole public at- 
tention, and after having drawn upon it the eyes 
of all Europe, thus inglorioufly completed fo 
ibameful and expenfive an undertaking, without 
cfFedling any thing more than caufing four French 
men of war to fail from Bred, and attend the 
motions of the Britifh admiral j when at the fame 
time there was force enough to have levelled the 
ftrongefi fortifications in Spain. Though if this 
fleet had actually failed and ravaged the coafts of 
Spain, it muft have been an impolitic fcheme ; 
as it could tend only to compel the Spaniards in- 
to a peace, before the Britifli nation had fecured 
fuch advantages as they might have reafonably 
expected in the Weft Indies, by a proper exer- 
tion of their naval power in thofe feas, where 
they could have defied the whole world. Such 
pomp and oftentation in the European feas was 
ufelels ; had the Britifh fleet fcoured the feas at 
Jiome, with feparate men of war, and drove away 
xhe privateers, who were preying on their trade 
and infefting even their very coafts, keeping at the 
iame time a fufficient ftrength againft any attack, 

it 
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h would have biccn more fatisfaftory to the mer- Ch a r 
cantile and general part of the nation, than any IV. 
fucccfs they could expeft to have attended a de- <^ — ^r■-J 
icent on the coafts of Spain, where little advart- i74®* 
tage could be obtained. 

On the 13th of Oftober his Britannic majefty 
arrived at St James's from his German dominionisL 
In November the parliament met, and his ma- 
jefty opened the feffions with a fpeech, wherein he 
declared ** His refolution of profccuting vigo- 
*« roufly the war with Spain, even though France 
** (hould declare in her favour, as fome late extraor- 
*' dinary proceedings fhowed her inclination todo.** 
The houfe of commons voted 40,000 feamen 
and ten new regimcntsof foot and marines, for the 
fervice of the enfuing year, for which they grant- 
ed a land tax of four fhillings in the pound. To 
encourage the feamen and commanders efFeftually 
to perform their duty, a bill was paffed to veft 
the prizes folely in the captors 5 this animated the 
navy, for before his majefty had a confiderablc 
(hare out of every capture taken by the men of 
war ; and in December the houfe of commons 
granted his majefty a further fupply of 200,000/. 
towards the carrying on of a fecret expedition. 

Though his Britannic majefty'sinftruftions to 
Conimodore Anfon were dated January 31, yet 
the commodore did not receive them from the 
Duke of Newcaftle, the principal fecretary of/ 
ftate, until the 28th of June, together with an 
additional inftruftion from the lordsjuftices dated 
June 1 9. On the receipt of thefe, the common 
dore immediately repaired to Spithead, refolving 
to fail with the firft tair wind, but was difappoint- 
cd through the want of 300 feamen of his com- 
plement, which occafioned an inevitable delay, 
till the end of July, before this deficiency met 

L 2 with 
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Pab.t with any fupply, and that fo far Ihort of his eiD- 
I, pe£iations, that inftead of 300 able failors, the 
. — ^/-r^ commodore's fquadron was only augmented with 
.174^* 1 70 men, of which 98 were marines j and to incrcafe 
his mortification, as the commodore expefted that 
Colonel Bland's regiment and three independant 
companies of 100 men each were to embark as 
land forces on board the ft{uadron, he now found 
this difpofuion was changed for 500 invalids to 
be collefted from the out-penfions of Chelfea col- 
lege : indeed as thefe out-penfioners are compu* 
ted to be generally about 2,000 in number, there 
was a poflibility of culling out 500 fomewhat car 
pable of difcharging their duty in this pcrillous 
cnterprize; but alas! inftead of men hardy, 
ftrong, an,d. fit to encounter with the difficulties 
and fetigues fuch a fquadron muft neceflarily 
undergo, this was the moft aged and infirm 
detachment that could be coUeded out of the 
whole bpdy. The commodore was greatly de» 
ceived at having fuch a decrepid land force al- 
lotted him, and the old veterans, fenfible of the 
dangers they were to encounter, confcious that 
they muft moft of them perifli through difeafesin 
fuch a laborious voyage before they arrived at 
(he fcene of aftion, and without contributing in 
the leaft to the fuccefe of the defign •, and diigut 
ted at being thus hurried away from that repofe 
their former fervices for the public good had juft- 
ly deferved, out of the 500 no lefs than 241 de* 
fcrted, and thofe that came on board were load- 
ed with age and infirmities, moft of them being 
(ixty and fome upwards of feventy, and the whole 
much fitter to fpend the remainder of their lives 
in the ferenity of peace, and the enjoyment of 
that exemption and tranquility from arms, grant- 
ed by every natipn to the refpeft of age worn out 

in 
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in their country's fcrvice, and for which the Chap. 
royal mafter of thefe antient veterans, had fo IV. 
comfortably provided to fupport them in tjie de- ^— v^*^ 
clinc of life. To fupply tne deficiency of the ^74^' 
invalids which had deferted, on the 8 th of Auguft, 
210 marines detached from different regiments, 
being raw undifciplined men, came on board ; 
and the iquadron being now fitted out in the 
beft nnianncr the commodore was able to procure^ 
he made the necefiary preparations for failing. 

This Iquadron confifted of the following five 
men of war, floop of war, and two viftualling 
ihips; 

Ships Names Commanders Guns Men 



le Centurion 


Com. Anfon 


60 


400 


Gloucefter 


Capt. R. Norris 


50 


300 


Severn 


Hon. Ed. Isegg 


50 


300 


Pearl 


Matt. Mitchel 


40 


250 


Wager 


Dandy Kidd 


28 


160 


Tryal Sloop 


Hon. J. Murray 


8 


100 



Total 236 1 5 10 

the two viSuallers were pinks, one of 400 and 
the other of 200 ton burden, and were to attend 
the fquadron, till the provifions taken on board 
were fo far confumed as to make room for the 
additional quantity the viduallers carried with 
them, which when taken into the men of war, 
the viftuallers were to be difcharged. Befides 
the above complement of men as the £hip*s arews, 
there were embarked on board the (quadron a- 
bout 470 invalids and marines, under the deno- 
mination of land forces, commanded by Lieute- 
nant-Colonel Mordaunt Cracherode. 

Ox 
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Part On the loth of Auguft the fquadron failed 
I. from Spithead to St Helens, where the comma- 
- — ..-^^ dore was .detained chiefly through the want of 
1740. pofitive orders for his failing, without joining 
company with another fleet under Sir Chaloner 
Ogle, until the 18th of September, when he 
weighed, and though the wind was unfavourable 
at firft, he tided it down and got clear of the 
channel in four days; and after parting with the 
American, Turkey, and Screights convoy, on 
the 29th, the commodore proceeded on the ex- 
pedition with his whole Iquadron, and arrived 
at the ifland of Madera on the 25th of October. 
The commodore, as well as the crews of the 
whole fquadron, could not conceal their concern 
at the dilatory obftrudions that prevented them 
from fetting out at a more feafonable time of the 
year ; this too was increafed by their long pafTage 
to the Maderas, and they began to entertain the 
melancholly refledions of the extraordinary dan- 
ger in paffing round Cape Horn in the mofl: 
tempeftuous feafon of the year ; and were fliock- 
ed with the apprehenfions of all that difmal train 
of diftrefles that afterwards happened to them, 
by the feparationof the fquadron, in thofe rough 
and ftormy leas, they were then directing theit 
courfe to. 

The y continued about a week at Madera, wa- 
tering their fliips, and providing the fquadron with 
wine and other refreftiments, but on the 3d of 
November, Capt. Norris being taken ill, and de- 
firing to return to England for the recovery of 
his health, the commodore appointed Capt. 
Mirchel to command the Gloucetler in his room, 
removed Capt. Kidd to the Pearl, and Capt. 
Murray to the Wager, giving the command of 

. the 
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the Trial floop to Lieutenant Cheap. The next Chap. 
day the commodore gave to the captains their IN. 
orders, '* Appointing their rendezvous, in caf^ of < — 
** reparation, at the ifland of St Catherine's, on the i74^' 
** coaft of Brazil, in South America -,** and the 
fame day the fquadron weighed anchor fr^m 
Madera, fleering their courfe for St Catherine's, 
where they arrived on the 21ft of December; 
having, in their paffiige, lofl: a great number of 
men, by the heat and intemperature. of the warm 
climates, and many others were confined to their 
hammocks, in calentures, pad all hopes of reco- 
very, and fome in a very languid and fickly con- 
dition, afBifted with fluxes or tenefmus's, attend- 
ant on a recovery from the calenture ; lo that 
with great joy they difcovered the coaft of Brazil, 
where they expedted refrefliment and a recovery 
of health. Having moored the fhips, their firft 
care was to get the fick men on (hore to refrefli 
jhem, the next in wooxling and watering the 
fquadron, cleanfing the fliips, and examining and 
fecuring the marts and rigging. The feafon of 
the year growing each day lefs favourable for 
their pafllige round Cape Horn, the commodore 
was very defirous of leaving the ifland, but was 
detained in fecuring the mafts of the Trial to the 
18th of January, whcp the fquadron, after bury- 
ing many of their men, and ficknefs ftill increaf- 
ing, left the ifland, and failed to Port St Julian 
on the coaft of Patagonia. 

From the glorious fuccefles of Admiral Ver- 
non, the Britilh nation was convinced, how much 
.time, and how many opportunities, had been loft 
in opprefling the Spaniards, and evidently faw 
•what ignominy the nation had fuffered by their 
former timidity. It is a lafting reproach, on the 

conduit 
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Part conduft of the afting minifters, that no land 

I. forces were fent with Admiral Vernon, to enable 

.^ — v--^ him to pufh his conquefts farther by land ; and 

^740* the houfe of commons particularly reflefted on 
their backwardnefs in not fupporting him from 
time to time with more (hips, and a conftant fup- 
ply of frefli flores, prCvifions, and other neccl^ 
faries. Indeed the Britifh miniftry were prevailed 
on, with great reluftancy, to profecute the war* 
with vigour 5 but as they could neither diminifli 
the glory of Admiral Vernon, nor leflen the im- 
portance of his enterprizes, both of which they 
attempted, they thought it moft prudent to join 
in the national acclamations, and to feem as for- 
ward as any in the addreflcs of congratulation, 
afluming at the fame time great merit to them- 
felves, fince the admiral afted, as they faid, by 
their orders •, and therefore to avoid any furthei* 
clamours, they pretended to be as much in ear-* 
nefl: as the reft of the nation, and determined to 
fend the admiral a reinforcement of (hips, and a 
fufBcient number of troops, to enable him, ftill 
higher, to advance the reputation of the Britifli 
arms. 

Accordingly the regiments of Harrifon 
and Wentworth, fix regiments of marines, and 
fome detachments from other regiments, were 
ordered to embark for the Weft Indies, under 
the command of Lord Gathcart -, at firft fix! 
fhips only were appointed for his convoy, but 
upon advice that the Ferrol fquadron of twelve 
men of war had failed for the Weft Indies, and 
that the Breft and Toulon fquadfons were alfo 
gone there to fecure the galleons, wherein they 
were fo much concerned, and alfo to prevent the 
Britifli forces making any conqueft upon the Spa- 
niards, for wlych, they faid, they were guaran- 
tees 
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tees by the treaty of Utrecht ; this occafioned a 
larger convoy for the troops under Lord Cath- 
carr, fo as to make Admiral Vernon equal to 
thofe fquadrons. This fleet aflembled at Portt ^740. 
mouth, under the command of Sir Chaloner O- 
gle, confifting of twenty-one fail of the line, be- 
fides frigates and fire-fliips, with about 12,000 
failors on board, and the feveral regiments under 
the command of Lord Cathcart; and after many 
obftacles, failed the 26th .of Oftober. 

BiuT though the refpeftive deftinationsofthefe 
Iquadrons, under Sir Chaloner Ogle and Commo- 
dore Anfon, were not confidently reported in 
England, it appeared that the Spaniards had re- 
ceived true and early intelligence for what they 
were intended ; and accordingly the Ferrol fqua- 
dron, of twelve men of War trom fixty to eighty 
guns, and three frigates, commanded by Don 
Rodrigo de Torres, having found an opportuni- 
ty of efcaping Admiral Haddock, on the 20th 
erf" July failed for America, with 2,000 land forces 
on board, and uninterruptedly proceeded to 
ftrcngthcn their fettlements in the Weft Indies ; 
while the Britifh fleet, by being delayed to fo 
late a feafon of the year, fufi^ered a (hameful de- 
tention in their harbours, and were incapable of 
getting through the channel, till after the Spani- 
ards had put themfelves in a condition to make a 
vigorous refiftance wherever they fliould be at- 
tacked. 

By the long delay ptit to Commodore Anfon's 
fquadron, the Spanilh court had been well ad- 
vifed of its deftination ; and purpofcly to attend 
their motions, and circumvent the projedls of the 
commodore, the Spaniards fitted out a fquadron, 
under the command of Don Jofeph Pizarro, com- 
pofed of the following fhips : 

Vol. I. M Ships 
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1740, 



Ships Names 


Guns 


Men 


The Afia Don Pizarro 


66 


700 


Guipufcoa 
Hermiona 


74 
54 


7C0 
500 


Efperanza 
St Eftevan 
A Patachc 


50 
40 

20 


450 

150 



Total 304 2,850 

These fhips were viftualled for four months, 
and bcGdes their complement of failors and ma- 
rines, had on board an old Spanifh regiment of 
foor, intended to reinforce the garrifons on the 
coaft of the South Seas ; and lay cruizing near 
Madera for three or four days in the latter end of 
October, to prevent the expedition under Com- 
modore Anfon; and Had. they cruized to the 
eaftward, inftead of the weftvvard, of the ifland, 
they might have done it with great facility, as 
they would have certainly fallen in with the Britifli 
fquadron, and obliged them to throw, overboard 
great quantities of provifions to clear their fhips 
ior an engagement ; and this alone, without any 
regard to the eventual fortune of the aftion, 
would have effeftually prevented their progrefs: 
but Pizarro not meeting with the Britifli fqua- 
dron, on his cruize to the leeward of the Maderas, 
left that ftation in the beginning of November, 
and fleered for the river of Plate in South A- 
merica. 



CHAP. 



CHAPTER V. 

State of the English and Spaniards, 
in the northern part of America; 
and General Oglethorpe's ex- 
pedition againft St Augustine, 
in 1740. 

UPON the continent of North Arnerica, the Ch a p. 
war alfo extended between the crowns erf* V. 
Great Britain and Spain ; where the Spaniards had i./^'-n^-vj 
long looked upon the Britifh fettlertients, as terri- 1 740. 
tories difmembered from their American empire ; 
for the crown of Spain, pretended a right to all 
America, under a grant from the Pope ; and when 
the Englifh began to eftablifh Virginia, they 
not only proteftcd againft it, but attempted, 
though in vain, to diflodge them. 

King Charles II. having granted a charter 
of the lands to the fouth of Virginia, which 
he erefled into a province, and called Carolina ; 
this, under the fame vain pretence of the Pope's . 
grant, the Spaniards oppofed, attacking and 
deftroying a fettlement, made by Lord Car- 
drofs, in the fouthern part of that province, and 
killing moft of his people. But the northern 
pare improved, and encreafed greatly; and 
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Part Charles Town, the capital of South Carolina, 
I. became confiderable; though the Spaniards, ftirr- 
, — .r"^^ ing up the Indians to harrafs them, they were 
1740. eternally difquieted •, till in the year 1733, his 
Britannic majefty divided the fouth part from 
the reft of Carolina, and made it a diftind: pro- 
vince^ under the name of Georgia ; which was 
bounded to the N. E, and feparated from Caro- 
lina, by the river Savanna, and on the S. ex- 
tended to the Spanilh frontiers of Florida. This 
country was then entirely in the poffeflion of the 
Indians ; and was acknowledged to them, by a 
treaty made by the governor and people of Ca- 
rolina with the Creek Indians, whereby they mu- 
tually agreed that neither party fhould pafs the 
faid river. 

James Oglethorpe, Efq; one of the truf- 
tees of Georgia, who led the Englifli colony 
into that province, on his arrival in 1733, con- 
cluded a treaty with all the cantons of the Creek 
Indians, by which they agreed to that colony's 
fettling in their part of the province of Georgia, 
upon certain conditions ; he alfo concluded a trea- 
ty with the two nations of Cherokees and Chick- 
affaws, relating to their part of the fame province ; 
and from that time the Indians never moleftcd 
the Englifh fettlement in Carolina. 

Mr Oglethorpe alfo concluded a provi- 
fional treaty with the governor of Auguftine, 
and general of Florida, relating to the boun- 
daries between the Englifh and Spaniards, till 
the plcafure of the two courts could be known ; 
by which the river St Mathea, which the Span- 
iards called St John's, remained the limits be- 
tween the two nations, being the fame river 
mentioned in the grant of King Charles II. and 

lies 
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lies in 30 dcg. 10 m. as the river Savanna docs Chap. 
in 32 deg, o m. V. 

When the Spanifh court in 1737, ftill ag- (•VNJ 
gravated their differences with the Englifti, Don i74o. 
Thomas Geraldino, the Spanifh ambalTador at the 
court of London, prefented a memorial, demand- 
ing all the land to 33 deg. 30 m. N. latitude in A- 
merica, and required the government to order the 
Englifh fubjedls to withdraw ; but if this could not 
be done, infifling that at leaft no troops Ihould be 
fent there, and particularly remonflrated againft 
the return of jMr Oglethorpe, wlio was then in 
England. At the fame time news arrived from 
Commodore Dent, who commanded his Britannic 
majefly's fliips at Jamaica ; and from Governor 
Bull, who commanded in Carolina ; that the Spani- 
ards, at the Havanna, were preparing embarkati- 
ons, and 3jooo men, to invade Carolina. His Brit- 
annic majefly, upon this, immediately appointed 
Mr Oglethorpe general of his forces in Carolina 
and Georgia, ordered him to raife a regiment, and 
repair there ; where he arrived time enough to pre- 
vent the execution of the Spanifh defigns, though a 

. confiderable number of their troops had already 
got to Augufline. 

When the reprizals were publifhed in America, 
a party of the garrifon of Augufline came up and 

. furprized two highlanders upon the ifland of Amelia, 
cut off their heads, and mangled their bodies with 
all the wantoning of inhumanity ; General Ogle- 
thorpe went immediately in purfuitof them, and 
with fuch expedition, that hefollowed them by land 
and water, above a hundred miles in lefs than twen- 
ty-four hours, but they efcaped. However the ge- 
neral, by way of reprizal, pafled the river St Ma- 
thea, or St John's, into Florida, drove in the guards 
of Spanifh horfe, poftcd upon that river, and ad^ 

vanced M 
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Pa^t vanced as far as a place called the Canallas \ at the 

\. fame time fending Capt. Dunbar with a party up 

-•-•v**-^ the river St Mathea, to reconnoitre a fort called 

.^74^' PickaUta, near that river, upon the lakes-of Flori- 
da, twenty miks from the fea •, which they attack- 
ed, but^ having no artillery, were repulfcd : not- 
withftanding they agcomplilhed the general's in- 
tentionsy having well viewed both that place and 
another fort called St Francis, upon the fame lakes, 
jfn January, General Oglethorpe returned to Fre^- 
dcrica, the chief town in the fouth of Georgia, 
where be met with Capt. Warren, who was lately 
arrived with the Squirrel man of war -, and having 
confulted wjth him, Capt. Warren went and cruiz* 
^d ofifthe bar of Auguftine, whilft General Ogle- 
ihorpi^j with a detachment of troops on board of 
boats, and fomc artillery, went up the lakes of 
Florida, rowing by day and failing by night, fo 
that be attacked the two forts of Pickalata and 
%t Francis, and. took them the fame day. From 
the information of the prifoners, which con- 
&:med the other accounts the general had of the 
weak condition of Auguftine •, he fent up to 
Charles Town,, to deCre the affiftancc of the 
people of Carolina, and to confult meafurcs-with 
the commanders of the men of war, in order 
immediately to block up Auguftine, before the 
Spajaiards could receive provifions and affiftance 
ii^om Cuba -, which if executed, the place muft,, 
iA ali probability, be foon reduced. 

Augustine is the principal town oF ftrength 
ip, Spanifh Florida, Ikuate at the mouth of 
tJ>ie river Macanzas, about twenty leagues fouth. 
oi; the river St Matlvea, or St John's, tbe boun- 
dary of Georgia.; whofe inhabitants had (hewn 
gr^sat indications of their inclination to infeft the 
people of Carolina, having, by ungenerous arti- 

'fies, 
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fies, been long attempting to raife an irtfarrtc-CH'AP. 
tion among the flaves of that province, which V, 
was eflfeded in September, 1739, and twenty- 
three of the white inhabitants mafldcfed in a rnoff 
cruel and barbarous manner ; but the militia en- 
gaging the revokers, defeated and killed, or 
tdok the greatcftpart of them prifoners! this, as 
occafioned by the inftigation of the Spaniards^ 
created an univerfal concern through the pro- 
vince of fouth Carolina, for they expeded no- 
thing lefe than thus continually to feel the cruel- 
ty of the Spaniards j they looked on St Augufl- 
ine, in the lame manner their mother country 
had formerly done on the African Sallee, as a 
den of thieves and Ruffians, and the receptacle 
of debtors and flaves, to whom, by a proclama- 
tion publiflied at Augufline, they had promifcd 
freedom and proteftion on their dcfertion from 
the Englifh. Such a proceeding awakened the 
attention of all the inhabitants of Carolina ; every 
one that had any relation, any tie of nature, 
every one that had a life to lofe, was fenfibly 
(hocked at fuch a danger daily impending over 
their heads; and to aggravate their concern, 
they had information that the remainder of the 
preparations made at the Havanna in 1737 for 
invading Carolina, were now ready for that pur- 
pofe : prompted by fuch ftrong incentives, the 
lieutenant-governor, the council, aflfembly, and 
inhabitants of Carolina, feemed very ready to 
affill General Oglethorpe, on an enterprize fo 
promifing of fuccefs, and fo likely to deftroy 
all their fears from the incurfions of the Spani- 
ards. 

The Indian nations in Georgia, having alfo 
been confidcrably engaged in the profecution 
of the war, it may be proper to give fome de- 

fcription a 



96 ^be ConduQi of the Powers of Europe, 

Part fcription of their ftate and manners, for the bet- 
I. ter explaining of thofe a£Hons in which they were 
- — sr-^ concerned ; clpedally, as this may be depended 
1740. upon to be, the moft natural and perfeft account 
of thefe nations, than has hitherto been deliver- 
ed into the hands of the public. In this province 
there are three confiderable natioris,.the one called 
the Cherokees, inhabiting amongft the mountains 
from whence the river Savanna defcends ; thefe 
are not the moft warlike, nor of the larger ftature, 
but are more accuftomed to labour and live upon 
corn, than to procure their fuftenance by hunting ; 
they have about 5,000 warriors or hunters ; for 
the Indian nations are divided into two kinds of 
nieo •, thofe who they call warriors or hunters, 
are like the antient gentlemen in Europe^ whofe 
fingte profeffion was arms and chace. The next 
nation is the Chickaiaws, .a warlike and bold 
people, large of ftature, patient of fatigues, and 
of generous and noble fentiments j who have dif- 
puted the Miffifippi river with the French, and 
after many bloody engagements, ftill keep pof- 
feflion of the banks of that river, and hinder the 
free communication of the French in Canada 
with thofe of the Louifiana, The third nation 
are the Indians called Creeks by the Englifh, be- 
caufe their country lies chiefly amongft rivers, 
which the American Englifh call creeks; the real 
name of thefe is Ufchefees; their language is the 
fofteft and moft copious of all the Indians, and 
looked upon to be the radical language ; for they 
can make themfelves underftood by almoft all the 
other Indians of the continent: they are divi- 
ded into three people, upper, lower, and mid- 
dle Creeks, the two former governed by their re- 
fpedive chiefs, whom they honour with a royal 
denomination, who are, neverthelefs, in the moft 

material 
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material part of their government, fubordi- Chap. 
nate to the chief of the latter, who bears an V. 
imperial title: their country lies between the <- — ^r^ 
SpaniQi Florida and the Cherokee mountains, ^740. 
and fronri the Atlantic ocean' to the gulph of 
Mexico: they are a tall, well-limbed people, 
very brave in war, and are, as it were, the.fpar- 
tans of that pirt of the world j being as much 
refpefted in the Ibuth, aS the five nations or Iro- 
quois are in the north part of America. The Indi* 
ans look upon the end of life to be, living happi- 
ly ; for this purpofe their whole cuftoms are cal- 
culated to prevent avarice, which they fay im- 
bitters life, and nothing is a feverer refleftion a*- 
mong them, than to fay, that a man loves his 
own: to prevent the rife and propagation of 
fuch a vice, they, upoii the death of any Indi- 
an, burn all that belongs to the deceafed, that 
there may be no temptation for the parent to 
hoard up a fuperfluity of arms, and domeftic con- 
vcriiencies, their chief treafures, for his children: 
they ftrengthcn this cuftom by a fuperftition, that it 
is agreeable to the fouls of the deceafed to burn all 
they leave, and that afflidions follow them who ufe 
any of their goods: they cultivate no more land 
than is neceflary for their plentiful fubfiftance, iand 
hofpitality to ftrangers; they ufe neither horfes 
nor plows in agriculture, but, inftead of plowing 
or digging, hoe their fields by common la- 
bour. The reft of the year they fpend in hunt- 
ing ; and when they are injured by any other 
nation, as fuppofing one of their own nation to 
be killed, they fend to demand fatisfaftion -, but 
if this is refufed, they make reprizals upon the 
firft they can take of the nation that committed 
the injury : and thus their wars begin ; which are 
Very frequeat, and carried on with great rage, 
Vo-C'. L N there 
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Part there not being any people in the world braver, 
L or more dextrous in the ufe of their arms, and 

u-^-v--^ manner of fight amongft woods and mountains, 
1 740. none more patient of labour, nor fwifter of foot. 
These people were, with difficulty, gained by 
General Oglethorpe to afliflinthe waragainfl the 
Spaniards, and it was fo much the harder to ac- 
complifli, becaufe the Creeks had frequent inter- 
Courfe and friend (hip with them ; but the general 
fending them the marks of the blood fhed by the 
Spaniards, and acquainting them that they had 
killed fbme of his men on the land which the 
Creeks had by treaty conceeded to the Englifb, 
, they looked upon themfelves as injured in. their 
right of hofpitality, and fcnt to demand jufticc 
from the governor of Auguftine, who ill treated 
their meffengers, and they then engaged in the 
war for the Englifh. 

Wh e n the war broke out, there was in Geor- 
gia and Carolina but one regiment of regular 
troops, confifling of 600 men, commanded by 
General Oglethorpe ; and the country to be then 
defended was of above 400 miles extent, upon 
the fea coaft. In Carolina there was a militia of 
about 3,000 men, and the armed people of 
Georgia were about i ,500 ; but there being above 
40,000 negroe flaves in Carolina, it was looked 
upon that it would be a hard tafk to contain fuch 
a number of negroes within their duty, in cafe of 
an invafion from the Spaniards. Therefore Gene- 
ral O^jlethorpe thought that the moft prudent 
way of defending fuch a vaft extent of country, 
was by attacking the Spaniards-, and the majori- 
ty of the aflembly of Carolina, and the greatcft 
and moft prudent part of the people were of the 
fame opinioA : for if that fmall body of troops^ 
were to be dirperfed to defend all parts of the 

country. 
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country, they would have been but a handful, Chap. 
eafily fubdued in each place ; and the flaves of V. 
Carolina would have revolted if favoured by an ^ — sr^ 
invading ^nemy: but if they aded ofFenGvely, ^74^- 
the flaves would not be able, nor think of ftir- 
ring, when they few their matters have power to 
invade their enemies; the Indians would join 
them, and the Spaniards be prevented from at- 
tacking, by being forced to defend. 

General Oglethorpe, in January, ac- 
quainted the afTembly, that if they could, by 
March following, join the regiments upon the 
river St Mathea, or St John's, with 600 white 
men, a troop of horie, a troop of rangers, and 
600 negroes for pioneers, with a proper traiti 
of artillery and neceflaries, as they had pro- 
mifed to ao, there might be a probability of 
taking Auguftine, at leaft a certainty of hinder* 
ing the Spaniards from undertaking any thing 
againft Carolina ; provided the men of war would 
block up the port of Auguftine from receiving 
fuccours by Tea. 

There ftill fubfifts amongft the Spaniards in 
America, a ftrong party for the houfe of Auf- 
tria *, fome of thele were men of quality of 
Mexico, and at this time officers in Auguftine, 
fent thither becaufe they were in difgrace; a 
eommand at that diftance being, among them, in 
the nature of a bani(hment. Qeneral Oglethorpe, 
had frequent intercourfe with ibme of thefe prin- 
cipal officers, and had influenced them entirely 
to his intereft *, and at this time received intel* 
ligence, by fome confiderable people in the gar«* 
rifon of Auguftine, of the ftate and condition 
of the town, which was then in want of pro- 
viijions, and their half gallies were gone to Cuba 

Hz to 



I9<5. ^he Condud of the Powers of Europe, 

Part to fetch raeii and provifions, fo that the river 

* I. of St Auguftine was undefended. 
"^ — V-*-' When General Oglethorpe imparted this ma- 

'7f^* tcrial intelligence to the aflembjy of Carolina^ 
they voted to fupport him with a fum of mo- 
ney equal to what was wanted ; but delayed fo 
long that the general was obliged to go tip him* 
felf to Charles-Town, and haften them in their 
refolutions. 

Capt. Warren, fince defervedly promoted 
to a fuperior rank in. the BritiQi navy, with fe- 
vera! other commanders of the men of war on 
the northern ftation, came alfo into the port of 
Charles-Town, to confult meafures for the expe-r 
dition; but the aflfembly, through their indo- 
lence and inadivity, delayed them fo long, that 
the month of March was already paft, before 
they had concluded any thing ; and by the time 
they had paffed their aft, and before they 
would let Capt. Warren and General Ogle- 
thorpe fet our, the man of war, who had been 
pofted there till Capt. Warren's return, left the 
ftation off the bar of Auguftine^ and the half 
gallics got into the harbour, with fuccours of pro* 
vifions and men from the Havanna -, which was cer- 
tainly the chief thing that contributed to the pre- 
servation of the place. Capt. Warren, not know- 
ing of the arrival of the gallies, went and lay off 
the port of Auguftine, in order to prevent their 
coming in ; but in the dark of a calm night, 
fix half gallies came out from Auguftine, and 
attacked him, to his great furprize ; notwith- 
ftanding the grcatt luperiority they had, by the 
weight of their cannon, which carried double 
the (hot his guns did, the number of their men, 
and the advantage a. calm gives to rowing vef- 

fcls. 
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fels, Capt. Warren defended hinifelf beyond all Chap, 
cxpe<5lation or, hope ; and the wind, in the V, 
morning, fpringing up, he funk one of the v- — ^r"^ 
gallies, and drove the reft into the port. '740* 

General Oglethorpe fet out from 
Charles-Town, greatly difgufted at the dilatory 
proceeding of the aflembly, which was influenced 
by the Spanifli party, and had confined him ib long 
beyond the proper time for action. On his ar- 
rival in Georgia he immediately draughted 500 
men out of his regiment, leaving the reft to take 
tare of the coaft, raifed a company of 100 men 
from the highland part of the colony, two 
troops of rangers of 60 men each, and ioq 
boatmen from the other inhabitants ; and croflP 
ing St John's river, with a party of his regi- 
ment, and fomc Indians headed by Molochi, 
fon to Brim, late emperor of the Creeks, the 
Raven war king of the Cherokees, and Tooan- 
ahowi, nephew to king Tomo Chachi, landed in 
Florida on the loth of May; expeding the ar- 
rival of the levies and pioneers, from Carolina. 
They not arriving, and the firft thing neceflary 
to be done, being the taking of the forts that kept 
open the communication of the Spaniards with the 
country ; the general, impatient of lofing time, 
after a march of thirty miles, invefted and took 
Fort Diego, lying three leagues from Auguftine, 
amongft meadows where there were great flocks 
of cattle, and commanded a pals upon the river 
Diego, half way between Auguftine and the 
river St Mathea ; after a very fmart firing for 
fome hours, the garrifon, confifting of a cap* 
tain and fifty-feven regular troops, befides In- 
dians and negroes, furrendered prifoners of war, 
^nd delivered up the fort with eleven pieces of 
cannon. Soon after 400 men under Colonel 

Vander ^ 



J 02 ^e Condud of the Powers of Europe, 

Part Vander Duflen arrived from Carolina, but no 

I. horfe, rangers, nor negroe pioneers •, about the 

.-— v--^ fame time arrived a body of Cherokee Indian?, 

1740. Capt. Dunbar alfo brought up a party of Chick- 
afaw Indians, and Capt. M*Incoihwith 100 of the 
Highland men, and the rangers from Georgia 
arrived about the fame time. 

In ,the mean while. Commodore Pierce in 
the FJamborough, with Capt. Warren in the 
Squirrel, Capt. Fanlhaw in the Tartar pink, 
and Capt. Townfcnd in thePhenix, of 20 guns, 
Sir Yelverton Peyton in the Hcftor of 40 guns, 
Capt. Laws in the Spence, and Capt. Dandridgc 
in the Woolf floop, arrived off St Mathea, or St 
John's river •, on whom General Oglethorpe had, 
with great difficulty, prevailed to come down 
and allift upon the expedition. - The general 
went on board, and upon confultation, they a- 
greed to anchor off Augudine, and to attempt 
an entry into the harbour. The general imme- 
diately marched by land, and in three days ar- 
rived at Moofa, a fort which the Spaniards had 
built for th€ dcferted negroes from Carolina, 
and given them fome adjoining lands: he made 
a forced march with a fmall detachment, by rea- 
fon that he received private intelligence from bis 
party amongft the Spaniards, that he might have 
the town delivered to him^ but the general in« 
lifted upon hoftages from them, before he would 
rifque to fend a party into the cattle to take pof- 
fefTion of it ; this they had agreed to, and ap- 
pointed the place of meeting near to Coovo, in a 
wood, about a mile from Auguftine, and two 
miles from Moofa: the general went there with 
a felcft party of men ; having ftayed till the time 
was long over, and no perfons appearing, he 
went pcrfonally to reconnoitre as far as the works 

of 
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of Auguftine, and found that the lines from Chap. 
Coovo to the town, were all full of troops, very V. 
alert; and finding the dcfign difappbintcd, but^ — ^ — - 
then not knowing how, he returned to his party, ^74^. 
ordered the Drums to bear, that thofe who had 
promifed him might know that he had not fail- 
ed on his fide, and then marched back to Moofa. 
Upon the breaking of the morning, the general 
law that the men of war did not comeinto the 
harbour, and the provifions which were to come 
up did not arrive, but an cxcufe was made by 
the lieutenant colonel, who had charge to con- 
duft them from fort Diego; upon which the ge- 
neral marched back to the head quarters at Di- 
ego, and ient on board the men of war to know 
what had occafioned the difappointment of their 
not mattering the harbour; when the commodore 
acquainted him, that there was a battery on the 
ifland of Anaftafia, which defended the entry, 
and defired he would fend a body of troops to 
land, under favour of the men of war, upon the 
ifland, and he would fend the fmall vefTcls into 
the harbotsr, which was too (hallow to admit of 
the men of war : upon which the general march- 
ed to the coaft, and embarked with a party 
of 200 men, having before fent the highlanders^ 
rangers, and a party of Indians, under Colonel 
Palmer, with orders to lie in the woods near Au- 
guftine, and hinder their parties from coming 
out by land ; but with pofitive orders, not to 
come to any general a6lion, if they could avoid 
it ; nor tp lie two nights in the fame place : be 
a!fo potted the Carolina new raifed men, at point 
Cartel, which makes the mouth of the harbour 
over againtt the idand of Anaftafia ; and this he 
did, becaufe they were fafe there, being divided , 
from Auguftine, and covered from any lally that 

could 
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Part could be made by the garrifon, by the river St; 
I. Diego, and marlhes then thought jnacceflible by 

L — Si — ^ the Spaniards. The general came up to the com- 
174^- modore, and having held a confultation, Capt. 
Warren very generoufly offered to land with a 
party of feamen ; and to prevent all difficulties 
of rank, the general gave him a commiffion to 
command his lieutenant colonel. 

The Spaniards made a difpofition to defend the 
ifland; they had then about 1,100 men in the 
garrifon, out of which they could pafs over as 
inany as they thought proper to the ifland ; but 
there was not boats enough for the Englifti to 
land above 500 men at once : notwithftanding 
which, the general relblved to carry the landing; 
and feeing the Spaniards very advantageoufly 
pofted behind the land hills, covered by the bat- 
tery upon the ifland and the fire from the half 
galiies, who lay in flioal water where the men of 
War could not come ; he ordered the heavy boats 
to flay, and feem as if they intended to land near 
them, whilfl: he, with Capt. Warren and the 
pinnaces, rowed with all the fpeed they could to 
the fouthward for about two nf)ilcs. The Spa- 
r«iards ran beliind the fand hills to ftrive to pre- 
vent theni^J^bot before they could come up in any 
Order, the boats got near enough to the fliore': 
the general, Capj:. Warren, a pany of Indians 
arnd feamen leaped into the water bread high, 
landed and took pofleflion of the fand hills ; the 
Spaniards being charg in diforder, retired in 
the utmoft confufion tc he battery, but being 
purfued, were drove out of the battery into the 
fea, fome flickering thcmfelvcs on board the half 
gillies, who retired under the caftle of Au- 
guftine, and the Englifli boats and fmall craft en- 
tered the harbour. 

Being 
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• &BING maftersof AnaftaGa, it was found that Chap. 
the river which runs between that idand and the V. 
caftle, near which the town lies, was too wide ^^^ — nt*^ 
to batter in breach ; but the town was not fortifi- ' J74^« 
cd on the fide of the water, the Spaniards ftrong- 
ly beficving the ifland of Anaftafia could not be 
taken from them, and expefting the attack to have 
been from the land fide. It was then refolved 
to attempt to crofe the river, and land upon the 
town ; and what the general had faid was now evi- 
dently proved, that if the attempt had been be- 
gun bcfbre the half gallies came from Cuba^ 
tncy might with eafe have landed upon that part 
of the town where there was no entrenchments ^ 
but now the half gallies were a floating battery 
in a wide ditch, fo that there was no pofTibility 
of landing, without firft taking or driving them 
away. Many confultations paffed for this pur- 
pofe, but none could take effeft, though Gene- 
ral Oglethorpe and Capt. Warren oSered to at- 
tack therri with the boats of the fleet. There 
was now little hopes but from famine ; for the 
Spaniards who were in the Auftrian intereft and 
intended to deliver that place, had been fut 
pe£ted if not difcovered ; perhaps by the means 
of an ofEcer afterwards punifhed in England. 
This was one great difappointment, but the half 
gallies and fuccours got in from Cuba was a 
much greater: thirty-fix pieces of cannon, to- 
gether with planks for batteries, and all other 
ncceflaries, and 400 pioneers were to have come 
from Carolina, but none of them arrived, only 
twelve pieces of cannon ; which for want of 
planks for batteries, being obliged to fire upon 
the fend, foon broke their carriages to pieces, 
and could not be repaired. The Spaniards oq 
the other fide had furprized the party fent to 
Vol. I; O watch 
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Part watch them under Colonel Palmer, who had in- 

I. difcreetly, and againft orders, lodged tbemfelves, 

. .-— ^ and continued in the fort of Moofa, which the 

1740. general had demolifhed purpofely that no refugp 
fhould be taken in fo weak a place. Bcfides, the , 
intention of this detachment was for a fcouting. 
party, to prevent the Spaniards from driving 
cattle into the town, and to Ihun any engage- 
ment. At Moofa the Spaniards took feveral pri- 
foners, infulted the bodies of the dead, and a- 
mohgft the prifoners, took an Indian named Ni«^ 
colaula, and delivered him over to the Yacaffee 
nation to burn him alive •, on which General 
Oglethorpe fcnt a drum with a mefl&ge to the. 
governor from the Indian king of the Cherokees, 
acquainting him, that if he burnt Nicolauia he 
would burn a Spanifh horfeman^ whom he had 
taken priibner ; and the general mentioned, that 
as the governor was a gentleman and a man of 
honour, he was perfuaded that he would put an end 
to the barbarous ufage of that country ; and from; 
the generofity of a Spanifh gentleman, cxpeScd 
he would prevent infults to the bodies of the 
dead, and cruelties to prifoners : and he rather 
wifhcd it, lead he (bould be forced, much againft 
his inclination, to retaliations, which the govcr- . 
nor muft know he was very able to make, fincc 
his prifoners infinitely exceeded thofc of the. 
Spaniards. Upon which the governor fubmittcd 
no: to hurt Nlco!auO, though they pretended to. 
charge h':m wirh defertion ; the Indians oa both 
f:des were agreed to be treated as prifoners of 
war, and ai\ end was put to their barbaroiB cuf- 
tonr., of bjrri~g the unhappy wretches that un- 
for:unatc!y fell into their hands. 

Th e genera; cor.tincevi bo.iVcarding the place, 
and co.'i;ir-g ever v^iih ilie reguUr troops from 

Anaihifia 
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fAnaftafia to the land fide, paffed the Carolina Chap. 
militia from Cartel to Anaftafia, fince they could V. 
be there protefted by the feamen ; and on the r — v-*^ 
-23d of June it was agreed, that Capt. Warren, ^74^^ 
•with the boats from the men of war, the two 
(loops hired by General Oglethorpe, and the 
Carolina veflcls with their militia, fhould attack 
the half gallies, and that upon a fignal given, 
.General Oglethorpe (hould on the land fide attack 
:the trenches. This, though a very defperate 
meafure, was purfued ; for the whole troops be- 
longing to the Englifti, including the feamen, 
were much inferior in number to the garrifon ; 
and the town was covered on one fide by a ca{- 
tle with four baftions and fifty pieces of cannon, 
from whence they run an entrenchment, flanked 
.with feveral faliant angles to fort Coovo, which 
lay upon the river St Sebaftian ; this entrench^ 
ment croffed the neck of land from the river 
Anaftafia to that of St Sebaftian, and entirely 
covered the town from the land. The general 
upon this, drew in all the ftrength he poflibly 
could, fent for the garrifon he had left at Diego, 
and being joined by them and the Creek Indi- 
ans, and having made a fufficient number of faf- 
cines, fliort ladders, provided all other necefla- 
ries for attacking the entrenchments, and brought 
up thirty-fix cohorns, he waited for the fignal, 
but received notice that the commodore had re- 
folved to delay the attack. 

Sickness had fpread among the troops, and 
was daily increafing, the weather being fo vio- 
lently hot that the moft hardy among the Indians 
were unable to fupport it ; and the Spaniards had 
made a fally with 500 men on the land fide, ex- 
pefting to continue the fuccefs they had gained 

Oa at 
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JPar7 at Moofa, but were repulfed with coD(ideral)le 
lofs, and only two of the Englifh wouiided. 

Th b general received a mcfl&gc from Com* 
niodore reirce, that upon confultation it was re^ 
Jfolved) ^^Tbat it was too raO) an attempt to rifle the 
•* boats and feamcn, and therefore he had counter? 
f ^ manded Capt. Warren \ that many neceflaries 
** were wanting in the fleet, and the fcafon of the 
5^ year wasfuchfthat they could not flay longeron 
f< that ftation, and that the 5th of July was the 
f time they were firft limited to leave the coaft, 
f which, as it was near arrived, be thought 
^^ proper to acquaint the general, that the 0eet 
^* muu foon leave the coaft, and wifhed that he 
^^ could do him any fcrvice in the mean time." The 

feneral in vain attempted to alter this refolution \ 
»ut the ficknefs and wants increafing every day, 
juftified it more and more ^ nay, the CaroKn^ 
boats were continually going off, and even Cap- 
tains of their levies privately left the fervicc, and 
W^nt home with boats and numbers of men. 

Whilst thefe things were doing, Capt. War- 
ren being commanded by the commodore to leavq 
fhp (hprc fcrvice and go on board his fhip, met 
with a number of Spanifh veffels from Cuba, 
bringing provifions and men to Auguftinc, whom 
he engaged, rua one qf them afhore and 
beat her to pieces, but the reft getting into Ihoal 
water, made their way to Auguftine, by fome 
channels with which the Englifh were then un* 
acquainted. A party of the Creek Indians fur- 
priced one of the boats and brought off four pri- 
foners to the general, wl^jo confeQcd that there waa 
(eleven veffels and 700 men, with a great quanti- 
Vj of prpvifions got into Auguftinc^ that they be^ 
longed to one of them, and that there bad beeq 
ope more which Wfts'i5ank by an Englifh man of 
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war. Upon this, all hopes of taking the place Chap. 
by famine ccafed ; the fquadron failed, the Ca- V. 
rolina troops marched away, and the general' — v-**- 
brought up the rear, being at that time fo ill of I740. 
a fever as to be carried by men : the garrifon 
making a Tally, were repulfed with lols, and one 
of their officers of horfe taken prifoner. The 
general in his march back, demolifhed Fort 
Pi ego, and nine other of the Spanifli forts which 
were placed on proper pafles to hinder the incur- 
fions of the Creek Indians, whereby all the plan- 
tations were deftroyed and laid open ; fo that the 
Spaniards never fince could poiTefs any thing out 
<rf the reach of the cannon of Auguftine. The 
general gave liberty to the ibldiers and Indians to 
drive off the cattle and horfes, who carried away 
500 of their horfes, and feveral thoufands of their 
cattle. 

Thus was the general unfortunately difap- 
pointed in accomplifhing fo material a fervice as 
the reduftion of Auguftine ; which, in juftice, 
ought to be principally attributed to the flow 
and negligent fleps taken by the aflembly of Ca- 
rolina, who, inftead of the 600 men, and other 
fuccours promifed to the general to be ready in 
March, fent only 400, and thofe chiefly too old 
or too young for the ufe of arms, who arrived 
at the camp too late to be attended with fuccels. 
In the year 1702, Colonel Moor, then governor 
pf South Carolina, invaded Florida with a much 
greater force than that commanded by General 
Oglethorpe ; and after he had invefted Auguft- 
ine for three months, was obliged to raife the 
fiege, becaufe the town had received a fupply 
of provifions, which rendered his fcheme imprac- 
ticable. But though General Oglethorpe was de- 
feated in his principal ^im, he fucc^eded in his 

other 
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Part other views, which were to intimidate the Spa- 

I. niards from invading Georgia or Carolina, 

^.^--v-"*-' and to give thofe provinces the feafonable and 

1749' happy opportunity of enjoying their properties, 
free and undifturbed from the calamities and dc- 
folation of a proud, arrogant, and revengeful 
enemy; for the Spaniards, inftead of making 
continual excurfions, dreaded the abilities of fo 
able a commander, and very gladly remained 
inaftive and content with their own territories,, 
until the year 1742, when they had colledted an 
army, they imagined too powerful, to meet 
with the leafl oppofitioa from the Englifh, and 
were by their numbers encouraged to attempt aa 
invafion on Georgia. 




CHAPTER Vr. 

The Siege of C a r t h a g e n a. 

AFTER the demolition of Chagre, the 
brave Admiral Vernon was left a confider- 
able time in America without orders and fupplies, 
and was obliged to remain in a (late of inactivity 
till he could receive a necelTary reinforcement. 
During this interval of aftion, the admiral, ever 
induftrious to promote the intereft and trade of 
his country, ported his cruizing (hips in the mofl: 
advantageous ftations for intercepting the Spaniflb 
commerce, and attending the motions of the 



galleons 
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galleons and men of war at Carthagena., Having Chap. 
received information that an Avizo arid two VI. 
Dutch (hips, richly laden with quickfilver and — v-^ 
other Spanifti efFefts, had failed from Cadiz with ^74^* 
a vice roy of Mexico on board, bound for La 
Vera" Cruz; the admiral, fuppofing they would 
probably pafs by the Havannah, on the 4th. of 
June ordered the Worcefter and Falmouth to 
cruize off Cuba, for intercepting them, till the 
middle of July; who foon after arriving on their 
ftation, difcovcred the Avizo and the two Dutch 
Ihips, and chafing, came up with and took the 
Avizo ; but the vice roy had juft before, very* 
fortunately for himfelf, got on board one of the 
Dutchmen and make his cfcape. Admiral Ver- 
non had now a great deal of reafon to fufped the 
Spaniards were bringing ^a large fleet into! the 
Weft Indies from Cadiz and Ferrol -, he therefore, 
on the 8th of June, got to fea in the Burford, 
with the Windfor, Strafford, Ham pton- Court, . 
Greenwich, Succels, and Brig tender, to cruize 
in the way •, for though he imagined the Spani- 
ards would be greatly fuperior to him in force 
and numbers, he was in hopes of meeting fbme 
of them feparated, and to procure intelligence of 
their intentions. After cruizins; for fome time off 
the high land of St Martha, and leaving Cfipt. 
Dent in the Hampton-Court, and Lieutenant 
Broderick in the Brig tender, to cruize in that . 
Ration to the 24th, on the i7th the admiral re- 
turned for Jamaica, where he arrived on the 
2 1 ft, and from time to time continued his cruizes 
to watch the arrival of the expe£ltd Spanifii fqua- 
drons, and to attend the motions of the galleons ; 
and Commodore Brown having reprefented his 
ill ftate of health to the admiral, on the 27th of 

June , 
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Part Jane the Greenwich was ordered to carry him to 
I. England. 

Li— v-~» On the 5th of September, the ftorelhips from 
1 740- England, under convoy of the Defiance and Til- 
bury men of war, arrived at Jamaica 5 and the 
ad«miral impatiently expcfting the arrival of the 
fleet under Sir Chaloner Ogle, with the land 
forces, commanded by Lord Cathcart, and a bo« 
dy of troops from North America, in hopes of 
meeting them, on the 3d of Odtober he failed 
from Port Royal in the Burford, attended by the 
Worceftcr, Tilbury, Windfor, Defiance, Princefi 
Louifa, and Hampton-Court; Eleanor and Succefi 
fire-fhips, and Alderney bomb, on a cruize oflFthc 
coaft of Hifpaniola: but on the 12 th he received- 
advice by a floop from Falmouth, bound to the 
bay of Honduras, that the wefterly winds had 
detained the fleet and tranfports with the foldier? 
at Spithead. This gave great inquietude to the 
admiral, he well knew the uncertainties and diffi- 
culties of getting fo large a fleet of tranfports out 
of the channel in a latter part of the year; he 
deeply dreaded the confequcnce; and heartily 
lamented that Lord Cathcart was not fent out in 
the fpring of the year, the only certain feafon for 
cafterly winds. It is certain, even beyond dif- 
pute, Sir Chaloner Ogle and the land forces 
might have as well failed for the Weft Indies in 
a much earlier and more convenient part of the 
year ; but many difappointments were thrown in 
the way, to retard the timely progrefs of an ex» 
pcdition that promifed fuch vifible appearances of 
a fuccelsful event ; efpecially as it was to be con* 
dudlcd by fo prudent and refolute a commander 
as Admiral Vernon ; and probably for this princi- 

Eal reafon of the miniftry, that as the war was- 
^gua without their concurrence, fo it fbould 

end 
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ehd without their affiftance. And to back thi^CHAF^J 
difappointmeht, the admiral difcovered the fame VL 
day, upoo examining a Spanifli lieutenant^ that ^.--^^—^i 
the Ferrol fquadron, under de Torres^ arrived at *74<>^ 
Porto Rico on the 9th of September, and that 
they failed from thence on the 25th for Cartha*^ 
gena. 

The admiral flill continued hiscruize^^ andort. 
the 20th,- oflT cape Donna Maria, was joined by 
eight fail of tranfport Ibips Undcir convoy of thd 
Wolf^ having on board part of the North Amc^ 
rican forces from Virginia and Philadelphia^ un-* 
der Colonel Gooch j the fame day the admiral 
proceeded with them to Jamaica,- leaving thd 
Windfor to cruize for the remainder of thofb 
forces expeded under Colonel Blakeney ^ but oil 
arriving at Port Royal, the admiral found they 
had got there before, being convoyed by Gapt, 
Cufack i fo that the whole body of troops fromt 
North America were now arrived^ and6onfifl:ed 
of three battalions. Thefe troops had been little 
acquainted with difcipline^ and were fent with a 
view to aflift in taking pofTefllon 0f fome of the 
Spanifb iettlements^ where they intended to rcH 
fide. 
. Though this Was ah augfftentation of the firi* 
tilh force,' it was tooinconfiderable for the adcm* 
ral to aitempt any extraordinary enterprize^ Kisf 
ibipd were over-nfiafted, and the fhrouds and rig* 
gmg in a very bad condition y neither cduld be 
keep the fca for want of flof'es, and grew vetf 
impatient at lofing the mofl proper part of the' 
fcafbn for aftion. The arrival of Admiral de 
Torres at Garthagena, with fb coDliderabfe a re-; 
inforcemcnt for putting that town in a good pof- 
tore of defence, and ftrengthenirig the Spanifhf 
provinces, together with, (o potent a fleet as the 
Vol. I, P Spaniarcfs 
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Fart Spaniards theii had in the American feas ; and 
I. no certain advice when to expeft the fleet and 
i^-v--^ tranfports under Sir Chaloner Ogle, to oppofe 
1740- the return of the Spanilh golden fleece, made fo 
melancholy an impreflion on the adive Admiral 
Vernon, and fo vifibly altered the fcene of hti 
affairs, that he hardly knew what refolution to 
take mofl: conducive for the advantage of his 
country ) efpecially as the Bred and Toulon (qua* 
drons, under the Marquis d'Antin^ had joined 
ac Port Louis, and had brought down with them 
1,800 men raifed in Martinique, with fome men- 
tion of further reinforcements expefted. The 
Britifh admiral apprehehded by the marquis 
ftationing himfelf to windward of Jamaica, and 
the French coUefting all their forces there, that 
their views were calculated againft that ifland, 
whenever the Britilh fleet (hould let out on any 
expedition againft the Spanifli territories: in this 
opinion the admiral was cotiBrmed, by fendiiig 
Capt. Mayne to Leogane with a letter for his 
Excellency MonfieurLarnage, the French gover- • 
norbf Hifpaniola;forthe captain dined with the' 
commandant in the governor's abfence^ was well 
received, but had not the lead intimation that 
the fijuidron under the Marquis d'AAlih was at 
Port Louis J and as the French covertly affifted 
the Spaniards in every thing, added to the great 
fccrecy they endeavoured to preferve, this fixed 
the admiral in his opinion that their defigns were 
againft Jamaica. 

Admiral Vernon, with the greateft (hew 
offeafon, made ftrong and repeated complaints 
to the Britifti miniftry, of his inability to ferve 
his king and country in that efixfftual manner he 
defired *, but as he could undertake nothing of 
moment, he detached fuch part of his Iquadron 

as 
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$S was fit for cruizing, to proteA the Britifli Ch a pI 
trade and deftroy the Spanifh privateers ; in VI. 
which they were very fcrviceable and fucceisful. ^- v -'- * 
The admiral alio communicated his thoughts to <74^- 
his Excellency Edward Trelawny, Eftj; gover- 
nor of Jamaica, of his apprehenBon of the de- 
fig^s of the French againft that ifland '^ ta frujl 
trateivhich, he formed a difpoiition for fecuring 
his fquadron and the harbour of Kingfton, and 
having properly polled his fire-fliips and difabled 
(hips there, he made little doubt of defending it 
againft the Spaniards and their auxiliaries, were 
they all there ; but as to the harbour of F^ortRoy^ 
al, the admiral had no opinion of its conveni^ 
ency to repel the fupcrior rorce of an enemy. 

After an increafe of impatience, Admiral 
Vernon at lad received advice, that the fleet and 
forces under the command of Sir Chaloner Qgl6 
and Lord Githcart, arrived at Dominiea on the 
X 9th of December ; where, on the next Day, a 
great lo(s happened to the fervice in the death olF . 
Lord Cathcart, occafioned by a bloody flux : he 
was taken ill on the 8th of December, and bore 
it, though very painful, with the greateft pati- 
ence and reiignation, jfeeming only to regret^ 
that he was deprived of an opportunity of exert* 
ing his zeal and abilities for the fervice of his 
king and country. The death of this nobleman 
was a very fenfible lois, as he went determined 
to co-operate with Admiral Vernon, and to be 
guided by him in every thing that (hould be 
judged for the honour and intereft of the Britifh 
arms. His lordfliip was a very able commander, 
with great i^irit, honour and judgment, and had 
been formerly extremely commended by the il- 
luftrious Duke of Marlborough, as a good and 
gallant ioldier i and 3s it is natural for one brave 

P z man 
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Part man to eotertain an aSbdion for another, his 

|. lordihip was charmed with the fpirit, good con- 

u-v— ^ dud, and difintereftedncfs with which Admiral 

J74P* Vernon had begun and continued the war, witH 

whom he determined perfedly to maintain i 

good i)nder(landing ; thereby promifing po him- 

fchy that their conjundion would make them thq 

glorious inftruments pf finilhing the wAr, with all 

|bhe advantages the nation bad expeded from to 

profpcrous a beginning ; a;nd had heaven fpared 

pim to h^ye completed his wifhes in affifting 

the a4(pira1, what might not the nation have 

expe^ed from the unanimity of fuch able com- 

ganders? 

Up ON the death of Lord Cathcart, the mili- 
tary comrpand devolved upon Brigadier-General 
Went.wprth. Sir Cbaloncr Ogle purfued his voyage 
to Jannaica, and on the 27th of December arriv- 
ed at St Ghriftopher's, the place ot general ren- 
clezvous > where he was joined by the reft of the 
fleet, and all the tranfports and ftore-(hips that 
had been feparated from him : at the fame time 
J) e received advice from Admiral Vernon, that 
fifteen fail of Spanifb men of war were at Porto 
Bello, where the inhabitants were diligently re- 
pairing their ruined fortifications. On the 28th 
$\t Chaloner Ogle proceeded for Jamaica ; and 
in his paflage between Hifpaniola and Jamaica, 
leeihg four fail, who proved to be French men 
of war, he 4ifp^tched fix of his fquadron aftetr 
^hem 5 four of theqfi came up with the French off 
cape Tiberon before it was dark, and Lord Au- 
brey Beauclerc, who commanded in the Prince 
rrciderick, hailing them, and the French reful^ 
ing either to fen^ an oQicbr on board the Englifh 
^o fatisfy them who they were, or to lie by for 
the £ngli(I) o$cer*JS fending on board pf them. 
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p the certainty could not be otherwife known; Chap, 
iitmn was fired to brins then) too, on which an VI. 
engagement enfued, which lafted till morning, v-^r-, 
when the Frenah hoifted their colours, and boats 
were fent to clear up the point who they were, in 
which the Englifb officers being fatisfied, nothing 
more paflfed than reciprocal civilities, and they 
jcontinued their different courfes. On the 9th of 
January Sir Ghaloner Ogle arrived in Port Roy- I74.|, 
ill harbour with the whole fleet, and all the tranf* 
jports and ftore-fhips. This re-animated Admiral 
Vernon ; he now found himfelf in a capacity of 
exerting his martial genius, he refblved to re- 
^lain no longer in a (late of ina6livity, and foon 
after the bulwarks of Carthagena were doomed 
jto feel the fury of the Britifh thunder. 

Admiral Vernon heartily condoled the 
I0& of fo valuable an officer as Lord Cathcart, 
but on his acquaintance with General Went- 
worth his fucceflbr, the admiral promifed to him- 
felf, on finding the general fincerely difpofed to 
iiipply fo great a lo^, that his Britannic majedy's 
fcrvice would be promoted and carried on faith- 
fully, diligently, and refolutely, with all pofliblc 
harmony. And on communicating their mftruc- 
tions, the admiral and general refolved to 
]ofe no time in fettiqg about the execution of 
them. 

The determination of what enterprizes (hould 
be undertaken, was committed to the direftion 
pf the principal council of war, to confift of the 
two eldeft officers of the army, of the two eldefl 
officers of the navy, and of the governor of Ja- 
maica whenever hecould be prefent ; and on the 
ioth of January, in the principal council of war 
held at Spanifti-Town, at which were prefent Ad- 
miral Vernon, Sir Chaloner Ogle, General Wen- 

^ worth. 
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Part worth, General Guife, and Governor Trcbwnjr, 

J. it wa$ pn^ninipqfly refolvccj, ♦« That the whole 

k,-i..-v-^ *^ fleet (hquld proceed to windward, to obferve 

1741. " the motions of th^ fquadron under the CO01- 

/' mand of the MarquU d*Antin» which had 

^^ been for fome tinne at Hirpaniola ; and that 

^^ Capt. Dandridge (hould be Tent before in this 

♦* Wolf floop to get intelligence." 

As the fleet was now thirty fail of the Un4| 
t^re was an abfolute necefTity for forming a 
third divifion, and the vicq admiral appointe4 
Capt. Ije(lock, an old and experience^ oiHcer, 
to be commodpre, with a Captain under hia)y 
for commanding the third divifion- 

Th^ vice admiral, intent on getting the flcei 
to fea, was in a perpetual hurry in m^^king pre-, 
j^rations for fo expedient a purpofc, well know- 
ing that any delay would certainly defeat their beft 
intentions : he knew the great difHculty of wai 
tering fo large a fleet in Port Royal harbour, and 
had previoufly provided againft any interruption 
on that account ; and confidering what a flckly 
condition many of the fhips came in, that four 
Handing mafts were obliged to be repaired, three 
damaged by (hot, and one by lightning, of which 
two were under a necefiity of being hove out 
and repaired afhore, and that all th^ (hips werfi 
to be fiipplied with provifions, and many with 
ilores, never greater difpatjch was given for get- 
ting a fleet into the fea in any country, all the 
officers and men, in concurrence with the admi^ 
ral, manifefting an unjverfal good-will for the 
fucceJs of the expedition, for which all was ia 
readineis in lefs than a fortnight. 

As the fleet was fo large, and the channel fo 
dangerous in going out from Port Royal har- 
bour, the admiral gave orders for the (hip&gor 
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ing out only one divifion in a day, forwarding Cw a p. 
thofe that vvcre to gb firft, as no time might be VI. 
ftft. Capt. Douglafi and Capt. Clelanci, With ^ — v^ 
two bomb-ketches, were to femaili till the riien ^74'* 
of war had ail failed out, and then to proceed 
with the tranfports, in three divifions, that they 
might not crowd one another albore -, the firft 
rende^^ous >was Ordered off the eaft end, and by 
a fealed rendezS^ous, the next off cape Tiberon, 
axhj the bays to the norrhward of it. 

On the 2 2d of January, Sir CBaloner Ogle 
got out with his divifion of ten fail of the line; 
dn the i^th Commodore Leftock failed out with 
his divifion of nine fail of the line ; the vice ad- 
miral remaining himfelf to the laft, for giving 
th^ iTcceffary orders: and oh the 26th, the vice 
adnfiiral failed out with his divifion, confiding of 
eleven fail of the line ; but the winds proving faint 
ihit day, he was obliged to anchor with them in 
tlie channel ; and the Auguda, .on^ of his divi* 
fiofn, fell fofar to leeward, as upon anchoring to 
veer upon d (hoal aftern of her, where fhe beat 
off her rudder, and having had thumped fo hard 
as to make ner very leaky, the vice admiral or- 
dered her into harbour to refit. The next day 
the v^ind continued fo faint, that the vice admi- 
ral wis bbliged to anchor with his whole divifion 
again, juft without the channel \ but on the 28th 
got clear to fca without further damage to any, 
and joined the two divifions under Sir Chaloner 
Ogle and Commodore Leficck on the 30th off 
the Yellows, when the whole fleet confiftcd of 
the following divifions : 

LlNB 
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Line of BATTLE. 

The Princefs Amelia to lead with the ftarboard^ and thtf 
Sofiblk with the larboard tacks on board. 

Rear Admiral of the Blue, Sir CbaiiOnsr Oglb. 



Frigates, &c. 


1 


Ships 


Commanders 


p 




3 




8 
3 


Princefs Amelia Hemmington 


6oo 


80 




4 


Windfor 


Berkley 


400 


60 






York 


Cotes 


400 


60 


Experiment 


3 


Norfolk 


Graves 


666 


80 


Sheernefs 
Vefavius 




Ruflel 


Sir Cha. Ogle' 
Capt Norris ^ 


J6is 


80 


Terrible Bomb 




Shrewfbury 


Townfend 


600 


80 


Phaeton 


4 


RipoB 


Jolley 


400 


60 


Goodie/ 




Litchfield 


Cleland 


300 


50 






Jerfey 


Laurence 


400 


60 






Tilbury 


Long 


400 


60 


Vice Admiral of the Blue, Edward Vernon, Efq 


[S • 


Squirrel 


3 


Orford 


L. A. Fitzroy 


480 


7« 


Shoreham 


4 


Princefs Looifa Stapylton 


400 


6ar 


Eleanor 




W orcefter 


Perry Mayne 


400 


6(f 


Seahorfe 


3 


Chichefler 


Robert Trevor 


600 


8or 


Strambolo 
Succefs 


•^ 


Prs. Caroline 


V. A. Vernon 
Capt. Watfon 


]6.o 


80 


Vulcan 


« 


Torbay 


Gafcoigne 


60b 


8d' 


Cumberland 


4 


Strafford 


Tho. Trevor 


400 


6o' 


Alderney Bomb 


Weymouth 


Knowles 


400 


(xi 


Pompey 




Deptford 


Moftyn 


400 


60 


Blrig Tender 


3 


Burford 


Griffin 


480 


70" 



Cbmmodoite Lestocr's DiVifion. 



Aflrea 
Wolf Sloop 
i£tna 
Firebrand 
Virgin Queen 



Defiance John Trevor 400 60 

Dunkirk Cooper 400 60 

Lyon Cotterel 400 6ar 

Pr. Frederick Ld A. Beauclerc 480 70 



Boyne 

Hampton C. 
Falmouth 
Montagu 
Suffolk 



Com. Leftock 7^,^ «^/ 

Capt. Colby i^~ ^^ 

480 70 

300 5cr 

400 ha 

480 7or 

Thb 



Dent 
Douglafs 
Chambers 
Davers 



.<* 
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• The fleet was now. twenty-nine (hips of the Crap*^ 
line, befides frigates and tranfports, manned VI. 
with 1.5,000 failors ; and having on board the v-/f>/''^o 
two regiments of Harrifon* and Wentworth, fix I74^* 
regiments, of. marines, command by the Colonels 
Fleming, Robinlon, Lowther, Wynyard, Doug- . 
las and Moreton, of 1,000 men eagh^ and fome 
<lctachments from other regiments from Eng^^ 
land ; three battalions from North America, and 
Si. body of negrofesfrom Jamaica, making, in all, 
upwards of 12,000 men. 

: Having a windward current, the whole-, 
fileet got off Cape Tiberon on the 8th of Febru- 
ary, being then 115 fail in company; and the. 
^me day the vice admiral was joined by Capt. 
andridge- in the Wolf flodp, whom he had* 
(itcoloojc into .Port Louis, and on his report 
9f, ** Having fcen there nineteen fail of large' 

V fliip^, one having a flag at the main-top-maft 

V h<jad, and another a broad pendant flying ;" ^ 
the vice admiral immediately made a fignal 
for general and flag ofGcers, and communicated 
to them the report he had received from Capt. 
Dand ridge : whereupon it was refolved to fteer: 
dircdUy to the iflc of Vache, to obfcrve the; 
motions of the French, and to procure intelli-* 
gence of their force and intentions. . And this* 
refolution was the more prudent, being founded- 
on an ablblute neceflity, to be fecured from an 
auxiliary pqvyer being left to command all the 
fuccours and fuppljes of provifions to the fleet, 
as' well' as being left matters of the Bridfli trade •, 
which,, as $here was the utnioft reafon to appre- 
hend the French would attempt, the admiral » 
determined' either to deftroy or lecure their fleet 
from performing that danger they feemed to 
be mcdijaiing. ■ , , 




^be Condttft of the PoWtre of Eur^, 

Is purfuance of this rdbhition, the vice ad* 
iniral made the bed of his way to windward 
with the fleet ; and, on the 12th, got to anchor 
1 741* with mod of the men of war, and feme of tht 
tranfports under the ifle of Vache, about twd 
leagues to the weft wand of Port Louis -, the reft 
being working up after him. But it was after^ 
wards difcovered, that Capt. Dandridge bad 
been deceived in his view by the hazineis of the 
weather, and that the fliips in Port Lx)uis were 
only merchantmen unrigged, excepting one fri- 
gate of forty guns, whoie main-top- mad head 
lying in a line with the white gable end of a 
houfe, occaiioned the miftake about the flag. 

However, to be certain beyond all difpute, 
on the 15th Capt« Bofcawen and Capt. KnowleSf 
were lent by the vice admiral with a mefl[age to 
the governor of Port Louis ; the purport of which 
was, that the fleet was forced by flrong breezes 
into the bay, and that the admiral defired leave 
to wood and water. They returned with a very 
polite anfwer, and brought an account of the 
Marquis d'Antin's being failed for Europe: 
foon after Capt. Rentc«ie came into the fleer, 
^ and conBrmed the report that the marquis had 
failed with his iquadron for France on the 26th 
of January, being the time when the Britifh fleet 
were in their way to Port Louis % and being col- 
lected together on that occafion, without any 
cruizers our, was the reafon why the marquis 
paflcd undii'covered. 

It was generally apprehended, that the French 
iquadron was folely intended to affift the Spani- 
ards in fafely convoying home their treafure ; but 
it afterwards appeared, by the inftrudions that 
fell into the hands of Admiral Vernon, that the 
marquis was ordered, either jointly with the Spa* - 

niards 
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niards under Rodrigo de Torres, or feparately, to Ch/l?* 
JFall on the Britifh fleet ; and had Sir Chaloncr O- Yl^ 
gle unluckily been detained any longer, it is L/S/^ 
hardly to be doubted but they would jointly have 'T^,'^* 
attacked Jamaica, the favourite view they ha4 
at heart. 

Th is fudden retreat of the French greatly fur- 
prized the Britifh admiral, as he could not teH 
what to attribute it to^ whether for want of pro^ 
vifions, or a defire to return to Europe for fora? 
more favourable views there : but it loon aftef 
evidently appeared, the marquis was obliged tp 
return for want of proviHons, as in his paflage to 
Europe he loft above 3,000 men, and the reft 
that furvivtd were reduced each to three ounces 
of bread a day, and that half worms and dirt. 

Upon this extraordinary occafion, the princi-^ 
pal council of war affembled on the i^tb, wheri 
It was unanimoufly refolved, " That the fleet, 
*' after having taken in wood and wafer at Irps, 
** Tiberon, and Donna Maria bays, flKmId thence 
** proceed diredtly to Carthagena." 

On the 1 7th the fleet failed from die ifle of 
Vache, and the day following came to anchor ia 
the abovemcntioned bays ; where the fcven fol- 
lowing days they were employed in watering th? 
fiiips : and detachments from the American re-r 
giments, and from the negroes, were daily fent 
on fhore to cut fafcines and picquets, which they 
couM not fo conveniently get where they wer^ 
going, and might want on their flrft arrival. 

On the 23d Capt. Warjen joined the fleet, ancj 
on the receipt of his intelligence, a general coun% 
cil of war was held the 24rh, by the four princi- 

S I military and naval oflicers, when it was re^ 
vcd, *.' Vigoroufly to attack Carthageiua both 
** to kdd ^nd fca," > 
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Ont the 25th the vice admiral weighed with the 
whole fleet from Iros bay^ being in all 124 fail ; 
when the Weymouth, Experiment, and Spence 
floop, were difpatched ahead over to Carthagena, 
to found Punto Canoa bay, for the fafcr anchor- 
ing the fleet. 

On the '4th of March, in the evening, Admiral 
Vernon anchored with the whole fleet in Playa 
Grande, to windward of the town of Carthagena, 
lying between that and point Canoa ; and to har- 
rais the Spaniards, the vice admiral ordered his 
fmall frigates and fire-fliips to get in (hore and lie 
in a line, as if he intended a defcent to windward 
of the town, which had its eflfedl:, in drawing 
forces that way, and fetting them at work to in- 
trench themfelves. 

The city of Carthagena is fituate in the lati- 
tude of 10 deg. 26 m. North, and was begun to 
be built in the year 1532 by Peter de Heredia; 
but was finiftied by Georgio Robledo about eight 
years after the foundation was laid. It ftands on 
the Spanifli continent, to the eaft of the gulph of 
Darien, almoft diredly fouch of Jamaica, and 
no leagues N. E. of Panama. It gives title to 
a confiderable governnr^ent of the fame name, and 
is reckoned a province of New Granada, or ac- 
cording to fome writers, of New Andulafia, but 
by others is annexed to the Golden Caftile, The 
fituation of its port was found fo convenient for 
the Spanifli fleets, and fuch quantities of rich 
merchandize were brought down near to it, by 
the confluence of the great rivers of Santa Mar- 
sha and the Magdalena, that the town encreafed 
\n wealth* number of pfeople, ftately edifices, and 
in a jurifdiftion over five or fix petty cidcs •, till 
\v\ the year 1 585, it was facked by the valour of 
a few lingliQ), under the command of Sir Franci? 
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Drake. But before it was perfeftly repaired. Chap. 
the city received a greater blow from five priva- 
teers, led on by a difgufted Spaniard % who fur- 
prized the governor adeep^ feized a prodigious '74'- 
treafure, and burnt the place to afhes. Yet for 
ail this the city raifed its head again, nunTibered 
above 20,000 inhabitants, whereof 4,000 were 
Spaniards, the reft Mefticoes and flaves; and 
innproved daily in riches and magnificence, 
till taken by the French under Monficur de Poin* 
ti in 1697, who got a booty of nine millions of 
money. The city foon after recovered itfelf by 
its flourifliing trade, being the firft place the gal- 
leons touch at outwardbound, and of late the 
general ftation of the Spanifli men of war in thefe 
parts; and when Admiral Vernon appeared be- 
fore ir, was the principal, bcft fortified, and moft 
populous city in America. 

Th e governor of Carthagena was thoroughly 
fcnfible of the adtivity of the Britifh admiral, and 
expefting nothing lefe than a fiege, in conjunft- 
ion with Don Bias de Lezo, who commanded the 
Spanifh Iquadron then lying in the harbour of 
Carthagena, made all neccffary preparations for 
{he reception of the Britilh fleet; omitting no- 
thing to put the place in a good pofture of de- 
fence J which had a garrifon^ of 4,000 men, bc- 
(ides negroes and Indians. 

Though the fea walhes the walls of Carthage- 
na, the town is inaccefTible on that fide on ac- 
count of the furff; and De Pointi was convinced 
that the fea upon all this coaft is a natural invin- 
cible rampart, and that Carthagena is approach- 
able only by the lake which makes the harbour, 
^n eminent naval officer, who fervcd in the ex- 
pedition's engineer to Admiral Veriton, has alfp 
reportfd^ that na|ure l^a3 fprtificd the city againfl 
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^A/RT any attempt by fca, the water (healing near a 

I. league off, and the harbour being plentifully boun- 

f— -V— ^ ded with rocks ; befides the fea is very feldom 

^74^- fmooth, fo that to land is at all times very difficult. 
Th« only entrance into the harbour is near 2^ 
league to the weft of the city, between two nar- 
row peninfulas, one called the Tierra Bomba, 
which is nearcft the city, and the other called 
the Barradera. This paffage called Boca Chica, 
or the little mouth, was defended on the Tierra 
Bomba, by a caftle called St Louis, which was 
a regular fquare, with four baftjons, ftrong, well 
built, mounted with 82 guns and three mortars, 
ijnd was capable of making a ftout defence, if 
well garifoned, and would have been much 
ftronger if the glacis and counterfcarp had been 
finifhed ; ancj to this were added the forts of St 
Philip, mounted with feven guns, the fort of St 
Jago mounting fifteen guns, and a fmall fort of 
four guns called Battery de Chamba, which 
fcrved as redoubts to the caftle of Boca Chica. 
On the other fide of the mouth of the harbour, 
was a fafcine battery of fifteen guns, called the 
Barradera 5 and in a fmall bay on the back of that, 
another battery of four/ guns -, and facing the en- 
trance of the harbour, on a fmall flat ifland, ftoo4 
fort St Jofeph of twenty-one guns : from this fort 
to Boca Chica caftle, a boom and cables were fix^ 
cd acrofs, faftened with three large anchors at 
each end ; and juft within the boom, four m.en of 
war were moored in a line, the Galicia, aboard 
which was the Spanifti admiral, the Africa and St 
Carlos, each of 66 guns, and the St Philip of 79 
guns, which fpread fo far over the extent of the 
ftiQuth of the harbour, that there was not room for 
a (hip to pa fs ahead or aftern of them •, fo that il 
was impoQible for (hipping to force an*cntraoc6 

into 
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into the harbour. Beyond this paflage lies the Chap. 
great lake or harbour of Carthagcna, ftveral VI. 
leagues in circumference, and land locked on al! ux-\/-v/ 
fides; about midway to the town it grows nar- i74fi 
rower, and within about a league of the city, 
• two ifthmus's, or points of land, jetting out form 
the lefler harbour ; near the northcrmoft of thefe 
was the ftrong fortrefs of Caftillo Grand, about 
eight miles up the harbour, being a regular Iquare 
with four baftions, ftrong and well built, and 
defended to the land by a wet ditch and glacis 
proper, and one face towards the fea, with a ra- 
veline and a double line of guns; and though 
there was but fifty-nine guns in the fort, there 
was room to mount fixty-one. Oppofite to this 
cadle was a horfe-flioe battery of twelve guns, 
called Mancinilla : in the middle between thefe 
two forts, is a large (hoal with not above two or 
three foot water in it ; in each of thefe paflages 
were Ihips funk acrofs, to prevent the Britifh 
fket from getting by. Near three miles further 
up the harbour, on two flat fandy iflands or keys, 
ftands the city of Carthagena, and Himani its 
fuburbs, which are both irregular figures, but 
well fortified to the land with ftrong baftions at 
proper diftances, with lakes and moraffes running 
ronnd them; the city was defended with i6o 
guns, and the fuburbs with 140, and the water 
at the head of the harbour fhoal fo far off, that 
(bip cannot approach near enough to do any ma* 
tcria! execution with their guns, which adds much 
t6 the ftrength of the place. South of th^ 
city, about a quarter of a mile from the gate 
of Himani, on an eminence about fifty or fixty 
fdot high, ftands the caftle of St Lazare, whiclV 
is a iquare of about fifty foot, with three demi 
iMftions, two guns tt\ cach^face, one in each Hank,'* 

and M 
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Part and three in each curtain; the place in icfelf \a 
1. trifling, but its iituation very advantageous, which 
^^\n^ overlooks all the town ; though there is a brow 
^74'* of a hill about 4G0 yards from it that overlooks 
it as much, and entirely commands the fort. 1 
Th £ fame day as the Britilh fleet arrived before 
Carthagena, Vice Admiral Vernon received in? 
telligence, from his engineer Capt. Knowles, of 
the oblervations he had made purfuant to his di-^ 
redlions, and alfo of what new works the Spani* 
ards had been erecting near the entrance of tbe^ 
harbour : from this advice the vice admiral coU 
leded, that the molt probable, as well as the 
mod proper place to fccure a defcent in, was, in- 
in the little bay under the command of the two- 
forts St Philip and St Jago, where fhips could> 
come fafely to an anchor in good ground,, 
within lefs than a mufkct Ihot of the ihore, and 
might lie to .batter and command thofe two forts, 
without having occafion to open the caftle of Boca 
Chica; in which cafe, the fire of three eighty 
gun (hips would be fufficient for demoliihing the 
forts commanding the bay, and fecuring a fafe 
landing for the troops under the fire of their 
guns, being a point of the utmoft importance 
for promoting the fucfccfs of the expedition, as it; 
was the very fpot on which Monfieur de Pointi- 
macje his defcent when he reduced Carthagena^. 
and begun with taking Boca Chica : and as to 
the northward of the faid two forts on Terra 
Bomba, where the Spaniards had lately erected • 
a fafcine battery of fifteen guns, there was found, 
to be deep water enough to approach within inut ; 
ket fhot of the battery, but that the anchoring , 
ground fo near in was foul and floney, and would ; 
cut the cables ; and to anchor in clean ground 
would be hardly within point-blank cannon (hot: ^ 

and 
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And it was alfo rcprefented, that there was like- Chap.' 
wife a good little bay for a defcent under Chamba VI. 
battery. After procuring this information, de- ' — ^^r^^ 
figned for the better regulating his difpofitibns of '74i» 
attack, the vice admiral immediately diipatched 
Capt. Knowles away again to leeward with 
Cape. Laws, Capt, Cooper, and Capt. Rentone, 
to found all without Terra Bomba and the en- 
trance of the harbour, to know certainly how 
near the (hips could be brought to the Ihore, 
and if they could find anchorage for their large 
fleet. General Wentworth in the mean time; 
accompanied by fome of the principal land offi- 
cers, went on board the Lyon to reconnoitre 
the Town, the coafl adjoining, and the feveral 
forts. 

The vice admiral having informed and in- 
flruftcd Sir Chaloner Ogle*, according to the 
intcnigence he had received trom Capt. Knowles, 
and having furnifbed him with pilots of the beft 
abilities and experience he could procure, and 
relying on the judgment and refolucion of the 
rear admiral for the execution of his orders, di- 
redled him *' To proceed with his whole divifion 
*' of (hips of the line of battle for dem6li(hing 
*' the faid forts and batteries, and fcouring all 
*' the country between them, (b as to fecqre a' 
" defcent for the forces in the mofl convenient 
" part? of it between fort St Philip and Chamr 
*' ba battery, which might divide the Spaniards, 
** the better to make i, defpent at both places 
" at once, and expofe them the more to the fire 
" of the fhipsi-, he was alfo particularly directed, 
*^ not to fuffer any imprudent or hafty firing 
" from the (hips, and to endeavour to convince 
** the men that fuch folly only ferves to em- 
" bolden an enemy inftcad.of difcouraging 

Vol. I, R ** them. ^ 
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*^ them. And the fear admiral was hkeVriftf, 
^^ in his orders in writing, to affign to each ptr* 
f ' ticular capuin the poft he was to take, and 
f74?* *^ the orders he was to execute; and aUb to 
*^ order his refpedive captains, to acquaint their 
t' refpeftive ibips conc^panies, that the whole of 
*^ all booty to be majde by land, was graciouQy 
M granted by his Britannic majefty to be diP* 
^< tributed among bis fea and land forces, as 
^* Ihould be agreed on hy a council of war of 
^' fea and land ofHcer% which had accordtngjly 
*• met and regulated the diftribution thereof^ 
^' and had allotted a doublie fiiare to any nonr 
^f commiffion or warrant officer oar private man 
1^ that might happen to be wounded in the 
^* fervice ; and the rear admiral was further din 
t^ rel^d to affurc qf a further reward from the 
^^ vice admiral, out; of bis (hare, all who (hould 
cqwently diftingpilb themfelves hy a^y ex- 
traordinary aftions of prudence and bravery^ 
1^ beQdes a fecui'ed advancement proportional 
^ ble to their ^al and refolution exerted on fo 
*> fignal an occafion, for the honour ol the 
^^ crown and future piofperity of their coun* 
^ try.^^ 

A?ti« iffuing thefe orders to Sir Ghaloner 
Qgle, and alio that, part of them as related to 
0ie divifion of the booty to Com^modore Let 
tock \ the vice admiral aiiembled a general 
qouncU qf war^ compofcd of the four principal^ 
officers of the army, and of the four principal- 
officers of the navy, who having received and 
carefi^Uy weighed tiie reports of the general of- 
ficers who had been reconno'uring the town, 
jMid this Captains ^nowlps and Cooper, unani- 
moofly refolved, " That Sir Chaloner Ogle- 
f* ijiould the next morning fall down with h^^ 

^' divif^ 
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•* divifkln to the moath of the harbour, and fend Ch ai^; 
•« three eighty gun (hips, the Norfolk, Shrc^t VI. 
•* bufy, and Ruffel, to batter the forts of St ' — -v--*-^ 
<« Philip and St Jago, while the Princcfi Amelia *74** 
•* fired againft the Fafcihe battery, and the 
^* litchBeld againft the Htele battery of Cham- 
•* ba.** The general afterwards aflembled a 
council of War of land officers, When a difpofi- 
fion was made for landing the troops^ which 
was, the grenadiers to be firft landed, and to 
be fuftained by a brigade, commanded by Briga- 
dier Guife and Colonel Wolfe. 

On the 9th Sir Chaloner Ogle, having flhifted 
his flag oft board the Jetfey, accompanied with 
General WentwOrth, moved forward with hisi 
divinon for executing the attack againft the forts 
and batteries on Terra Bomba ; the vice admiral 
Weighed and tilov^d zftet him with hb divifion 
and all the tfanfports, leaving Commodord 
Leftock with his divifion at anchor behind. The" 
vice admiral embarked all the grenadiers in the 
fire(hips in (hore, as if he propofed landing therd 
that morning, but of'dered them to follow him 
in time, to be ready for landing that evening to 
keward. The fmall fort of Chamba fired a 
few guns, but was defened as foon as the (hipr 
pofted thei^ could take her ftation and begin 
to fire. At the Fafcine battery the Spaniards 
bad not yet had time for getting any guna 
mounted, fo there was no fire from thence j and 
^ noon the Norfolk, Ruflel and Shrewftjury, be- 
itig judkiouQy anchored very clofe under the forts 
(tf St Jago and Sc Philip, made fo warm a fire* 
that in lels than an hour they ftiattered them fufii^ 
ciently, add drove every Spaniard out of them« 
fo as to enable the ibips to make good a defcent 
with 500 grenadiers, commanded by Lieutenant 

R 2 Colonel 
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Part Colonel Cochrane, under the walls of thofe 
I. forts, who about eight o' clock took poflefiion 
— -^ of both of thtrm, without having fo much as a 

^74^* fingle mufkct (hot fired at his men. General 
Wentworth, with Brigadier Guifc and Colonel 
Wolfe, attended the landing of the grenadiers, 
but the brigade did not come down till the day 
following, being prevented by the ftrong breezes. 
This fuccefs was obtained by the lofe only of fix 
men killed and wounded aboard the Norfolk 
and RulTel, but t;he Shrewlbury, lying fouther- 
moft, had her cable cut by thcSpanilh Ihot, and 
before (he could let down another anchor, fall- 
ing to leeward, drove towards the mouth of 
the harbour, where (he lay expofed to the whole 
fire of the Spaniards, having two fafcine batte- 
ries on the Barradera fide, the forts of Boca 
Chica and St Jofeph, with four men of war of 
fixty and feventy guns that were moored athwart 
the mouih of the harbour, all firing at her to- 
gether with about i6o' guns, which the Shrewl^ 
bury could return only with twenty-fix ; in this 
fituation Capt. Townfend, who commanded her, 
chofe to maintain his poll, like a brave gallant 
officer, rather than retire in view of the enemy, 
where he lay engaged feven hours, maintaining 
a very good fire from his (hip, till night com- 
ing on put a flop to the Spanifh fire, when the 
Shrewfbury had orders to retire, after having 
twenty men killed and forty wounded, (ixteen 
(hot between wind and water, 250 fhot in her 
hull, and her mafts yards and rigging (hot all. 
to pieces. About nine the fam^ evening the 
bomb ketches were carried in (hore, and began 
to play upon B)ca Chica callle. The lorh by 
noon the two regiments of Harrifon and Went- 
worth, and the fix regiments of marines landed 

without 



• Engaged in the late General War. 133 

*rithout oppofition, and then all the boats and Chap. 
great numbers of fcamerl were kept conftantly VI. 
employed in landing the artillery, ordnance ^^.^-v--./ 
ftores, tents and baggage. After fuch a fa- I74** 
vourable defcent, this fucccfs (hould have been 
pufhed forward by the land forces with all pofli- 
i)le vigour, as nothing could more intimidate 
the Spaniards, than for part of the troops im- 
mediately to have advanced and took poft upon 
the upper grounds, to cover their motions and 
lay thole of the Spaniards open to them ; and for 
the whole body to be advancing after them, as 
fcift as they could cut their way through the 
woodsy to go acrofs to the infide of the harbour, 
as the Spaniards fear of having their troops made 
prifoncrs in Boca Chica, would have greatly lef^ 
fened their numbers in the oppofuion ; and of 
this General Wentworth, on the nth, was ap- 
prized jointly by the vice admiral and Sir Chalo- 
ner Ogle, on their perceiving the flow progrefa 
of the engineers and lazinels of the foldiers, 
which could not fail of giving them uncafmefs, as 
they dreaded many fatal confcquences from delays. 
On the 1 2th the Ludlow-Caftle got in to play on 
the caftle of Boca Chica from a mortar Ihc had 
on board; on the 13th they began to play on 
the caftle from a bomb battery on fhore, crefted 
between the forts St Philip and Jago -, and on the 
15th at noon they completed the landing of all 
the artillery and ordnance (lores, and twelve 
twenty-four pounders lent out of the fhips at the 
general's requeft. 

The troops, during the firft three days they 
were afhore, remained very inadtive in forming 
their encampments, (landing expofed to the vio- 
lent heat of the fpn on a white burning fand, and 
catching cold by the inclemency of the night 

dews. 
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IPart dews, many of them fell fick; whereas, had 

L they been inflantly employed to have opened 

^-— ^/^•*-^ ground in tne woods for an encampment, they 

^24*^ wouW have been (haded by the trees, freed from 
the burning heat ot the (and, and many of them 
prcferved from the (hot of the Spaniards. The 
camp was pitched on a low (and, and beini 
(hcltercd from the Barradera battery by the roei 
that fore Sc Philip (lood on, coold not be (een^ 
but lying in the line of direftion of the (hot fired 
from thence by the Spaniards at the bomb bat- 
tery, was often flanked by (hot that mifled the 
bomb battery. Sicknefs was encreafed among 
the forces on (hore, the engineers were both ig* 
Dorant and dilatory, and nothing material was 
executed : this occafloned complaints from the 
vice admiral, efpecially as he had difpofitions to 
make to forward the fuccefs of the txpeditioi^y 
that were to be regulated by the operations of the? 
army, fuch meafures requiring pofitive informa- 
tion to found thern upon ; and Brigadier Went-^ 
worth returned him the melancholly account of 
being little affifted by his general officers. On 
fuch emergencies, whoever was guilty of delay 
was guilty of treachery ; they ought to have 
confidered the Spaniards had kingdoms behind 
them to draw fuccours from, and that the Britifb 
troops had not yet lo much as advanced to cut 
off the communication of the common road from 
Carthagena, a thing abfolutely necelTary ; and 
as chey could expedt no further fuccours, all de- 
lays were very fatal, as floth and idlenefs are the, 
breeders of complaints and mutinous difpofidons^ 
and in a climate of fuch inclemency, the certaitF 
root of contagious dilorders ; while brifkncfs and 
activity in carrying on a fervice, produce chear- 

iulneft^ 
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fulneis .and vivacity, the attendants of harmony Ch a f» 
and health. VL 

The vice admiral, perceiving the camp to be ' — -'-**^ 
greatly annoyed by the fafcine battery on the Bar* '74'* 
radera fide of the harbour, employed officers to 
reconnoitre it, and was forming a fcheme to at* 
lack it, which was the more immediately put in 
execution on receiving a complaint from the 
brigadier general, of the army being mwh gaU 
led by the fire from that battery ; for the vice 
admiral held a council of war on the i7tb, when 
k was rcfolved *' To attack it with 300 failor^^ 
^* and 200 foldiers detached from thofe remain* 
^* ing on board the fleet.*' Accordingly orders 
were given for all the boats of the fquadron man^* 
fled and armed to be ready at midnight, with ail 
the barges and pinnaces of the fleet, to furprize 
the Barradcra battery. The boats of each divi* 
fion were put under the command of Capt. Wat* 
loit, with the captains Norris and Colby under 
bim, and the failors when landed were to be 
commanded by Capt. Bofcawen, having under 
him captains Laws and Coates, and the foldiers 
were under the diredion of Capt, Walhington 
and Capt. Murray ; but the wind blowing too 
l^ard at the time appointed, and all the futceed- 
'mg day, the execution of the defign was retard • 
ed till the 19th at night, when it was executed 
with wonderful refolution and fucccfs. About 
nntidnight the boats went away from their fhips, 
acid rowed pretty far to leeward to avoid being 
feen or difcovered by the noife of their oars ^ 
they rowed about a mile to leeward of the Bar-» 
radera battery, which confided of fifteen twenty- 
four pounders, and landed in a fmall fandy bay, 
into which was a narrow channel between twa 
ree& of rocks, and a battery of five guns on the 

flrand 
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Part ftrand facing the channel, unknown to every 
I. perfon in the boats. At their landing they for^ 

u-sr-*-^ tunately pitched afhore under the muzzles of 
174^- thefe guns, which immediately began to fire on 
them ; the failors were furprized at fo unexpected 
a reception, but recolleding that their fecurity 
was in their refolution, they intrepidly ruftied in 
at the embrazures, took pofleflion of the battery 
before the Spaniards could renew their fire, and 
fecured the cannon with very inconfiderable da- 
mage to themfclves. This firing alarming the Sp^ 
niards at the larger battery, they turned threie 
pieces of cannon on the platform, fired with 
grape (hot fo foon as the feamen advanced, which 
went over their heads and did them little pre- 
judice; the failors inftantly ruQied on with great 
boldnefe and fprit, and after a fmart, though 
fhort refiftance, carried the battery, fpiked up all 
the guns, tore up the platforms and burned 
them, together with the carriages, guard-houfes, 
and magazines, returning to their (hips with (ix 
wounded prifoners, after fuftaining but a very 
inconfiderable lofs in the whole aftion •, and for 
thb gallant behaviour the vice admiral rewarded 
every common man with a dollar a piece. This 
fucceis was a great relief to the troops, as it freed 
them from the grcateft annoyance of their camp, 
and gave them an opportunity of working quiet- 
ly on their, grand battery, which the engineers 
had been very (lowly erefting againft the caftle 
ofBocaChica. Tnis battery was conftrufted in- 
a wood, to prevent the garrifon in the caftle from 
difcovering it before it was completed ; and 
though the engineers were affifted with 500 fea- 
men, 250 blacks, bcfides as many pioneers z& 
could be fpared out of the army^ they had been 
now upwards of a week in fo negligent and tardy 

a dii^ 



Engaged in the late General War. 13^ 

» difpofition^ tl^atthe battery was far from being Chap. 
ia a condition to incommode the caftle : this con* VI. 
cerhed the vice aJjimiral, who expefted the engi- ' — s/-*- 
neers would have feconded the fuccefs on the Bar- '74** 
radera fide, by ojiening their battery againft Boca 
Chica, which was punAually promifed him, and 
he had reafbn to expeft, this being the lateft day 
jappointed for it. 

Otx the 20th, as foon as it was day, the garri- 
fbn of Boca Chica began to fire warmly at the 
bomb battery, though without doing any parti-r 
cnlar damage ; but, being fenfible of the utility 
and advantageous Htuation of the Barradera bat- 
tery, tl>e Spaniards had been diligently repairing 
it, and on the 2 id had built up fome embra^^ , 
zures and mounted two. guns, with which they 
again played on the bomb battery ; but were foon 
filenced by the Ripon, ordered by the vice admi- 
ral to anchor as near as pofTible to it, and keep 
firing, to prevent any further working on the le- 
velled battery. 

The vice admiral grew very uneafy, both from 
the apprehenfions of the opennefe of the road the 
Beet lay expofed to, and the foul ground that 
was daily cutting their cables; this, augmented 
by the flow proceedings of the engineers; and 
K>gethcr with intercepted intelligence that Admi- 
ral de Torres was arrived at the Havanna, where 
:he French fquadron under Mondeur RochefieuUe 
M^as expedled to join him, induced the vice Jadmi'^ 
'al on the 21ft to hold another council of war 
with the commanders of the fleet, when they 
:ame to a refolution << To make a general at- 
^ tack upon all the forts and batteries, to be' put 
^ in execution as foon as the wind would permit 
* the fiiips to move to their proper ftations." 
[x)mmod6re Lcftock was appointed tQ begin the 

Voit,. I, S attack 
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Part attack with three eighty and three feventy gun 

I. fhips, being the mpft that could be brought con* 

U--V-*-' veniently to batter clear of each other ; and the 

1 741. commodore was to be Supported by Sir Chaloner 

Ogle, with the additional fire of other fhips, 

where-ever he could find there was'room for it j 

for which purpofe the vice admiral ifTued the ne- 

cefTary inflruftions. 

Th E grand battery of twenty guns being fi- 
nilhed, after clearing the wood from before it, 
on the i 2d, about fevenin the morning, began to 
play very brifkly on Boca Chica Caflle, as did 
the bomb battery arid thirty mortars and co- 
horns planted on the platform behind the can- 
non ; which the Spaniards returned as brifkly 
from the caflle, the four fhips in the mouth of 
the harbour, fort St Jofeph, and fome few guns 
from the Barradera \ fo that the work was warm 
oil both fides. 

On the 23d, purfuant to the difpofition of at- 
tack. Commodore Leflock in the Boyne, with 
the Prince Frederick, Hampton-Court, Suffolk 
and Tilbury, went in to batter Boca Chica caflle, 
and the fhips pofled there ; which were, the Ga- 
licia, the admiral's fhip, San Carlos, Africa, an4 
St Philip, all mounting upwards of fixty guns; 
their pofition being as advantageo^us as the mofl 
prudent commander could have formed, both 
for oppofing any attempt that might be made by 
fhippirig on the entrance into the harbour, or to 
iannoy any battery that could be raifed afhore 5 
and as they found no battery againfl them from 
Ihore, which was highly ' requifite, the Spanifh 
fhip$ failed not to play as brifkly, and did much 
greater damage than the caflle -, but the Boyne, 
tailing fo far to Reward as to lie expofed to the 
^hble£rc of the Spanifh fhips and fort St Jofeph, 
- * ^ * was 
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,Was much (battered and ordered off again thatCflAP'. 
night ; the reft continued there : and the Princefe VI. 
AmeHa, belonging to Sir Chaloner Ogle's divi-^^ — yr*^ 
.fion, having fallen farther to leeward than was ^74^» 
intended^ lay fair to filence the new mounted 
-guns on the fafcine battery, and did fo accord- 
ingly ; which was a great prefervative to the men 
playing the battery againft the caftle, and thofc 
.in the camp, as the fhot from the fafcine battery 
.went over the hill into the camp. The Prince 
Frederick and Hampton-Court, (haring the fire 
that had been employed againft the Boyne, were 
alfo much (battered by morning, » when the vice 
admiral was obliged to call them off, after many 
•men killed and wounded, and the former having 
ioft her commander. Lord Aubrey Beauclerc, a 
brave and gallant officer, who would have been 
An honour to his noble family and his country, 
.being of a fedate as well as of a. refolute temper. 
The Suffolk and Tilbury, happening to anchof 
•well to the northward, lay fuccefefully battering 
againft the breach till evening, when every thing 
appearing fit for an affault, they were ordered to 
draw off. The army in the mean time began to 
look on the breach as acceffible, but the generafl 
complaining they were galled by the Barradera 
battery, where the Spaniards had again mounted 
fix guns, which would be able to annoy them in 
their attack ; the vice admiral dircdted the Prin- 
cefe Amelia, Litchfield ^ and Shoreham, 'to go 
in and anchor as nigh it as poffible ; and about 
noon fent the boats of the fleet again, manned 
and armed, todemolilh the fafcine battery; the 
men when landed were commanded by Capt^ 
Watfon^ having under htm the Captains Cotes 
and Dennis, and thofe remaining in the boats 
commanded by Capt. .Cleland and Capt. Brode- 

S 2 rickj 
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Par,t rick; who, having time and day-light for it, 

I. effectually performed their buHnels, without any 

-^-v^**^ oppofition : for fo foon as the Spaniards faw the 

I74<* boats coming to land, and the (hips anchoring 

clofe to the battery, they deferted it : but the 

Captains Watfon and Cotes marched into it, fpi- 

ked up the guns, and entirely dcftroycd the bat- , 

tery. The fcamen afterwards drew feme of their 

boats over a neck of land, and boarded and burnt 

a (loop that lay there to fupply the battery with 

ammunition. 

T^ £ greateft part of the guns in Boca Chica 
caftle being now difmounted. General Wcn^ 
worth went in the night of the 24th to reconnoi- 
tre the breach ; and judging it furmounta-ble, re- 
iblved to af&ult it by ftorm the next evening, an 
hour before night: he came off in the morning 
and acquainted the vice admiral of his defign, 
who immediately made the fignal for his boats 
•again, and rent them in to make a favourable di- 
vcrfion, under the chief command of his engi- 
Dcer Capt. Knowjes ; who landed at the fafcine 
battery, and drew up his men before the time of 
the forces marching to attack the caftle, which 
.contributed to throw the Spaniards intt) fomc 
confufion. General Wentworth, having made 
the necef&ry difpofitions, about half an hour after 
^ve, ordered the troops to move forward to at 
fault the breach. The forlorn hope confifted of 
.a ferjtrant and twelve grenadiers, who were im* 
mediately Jollowed by thirty volunteers; next 
piarehed 260 grenadiers, the whole then re- 
inatning, under the command of Lieutenant- 
Colouel M^Loud, and afterwards Colonel Dani- 
el at the head of a, detachment of 500 mert, 
who had undef his direction feme fraall parties^ 
carrying fcaling-ladders, pick-axes and fpades, 

to 
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to be id readinefs in caie of neceflicy t the whole Ch ap, 
was fudained by 500 men, under the command VI. 
^ Lieutenant- Colonel Cochrane; and Brigadier *.«—>r-^ 
Blakeney, the brigadier of the day, bad the di- i74i* 
.redHon of the attack. Upon a fignal, which was, 
the firing of three boml^ from the mortar bac- 
tery, a volley of round (hot was poured in upon 
•the breach from the great gun battery, and was 
immediately followed by a fecond of grape fhot ; 
.which obliging the centinels upon the walls to 
put themfelves under cover, probably occafioned 
their not having perceived the troops, when they 
firft began to move to the attack : but fome time 
before they reached the foot of the walls, the 
drums in the fort beat to arms, the top of the 
l>reach was manned, the (hips began to fire with 
grape (hot, and feveral fbots were made from 
ioft St Jofeph, though without doing any other 
execution, than the killing of one man. The 
commandant of the fort being at that dnne on 
board one of xiit (hips, the garrifon fell into con- 
Tufion, and fled with precipitation out of the 
gates as foon as the grenadiers began to mount 
the breach. Don Bias, the Spanifh admiral^ 
was at this time on board the Gallicia, and to^ 
gether with the officers and crews of all his ihips^ 
were in the utmoft confternation at fuch a fudden 
and unexpeded fuccefsful event. Each (hip was 
icuttled ready for finking, and had a large ^uare 
plug in the hole ; the Africa and St Carlos were 
funk, but the plug being not readily got out of 
the St Philip (he was fee on fire, while the Spa- 
niards in the greatcft hurry betook themfelves to 
their boats, and that with To much confufion, 
that the crew of the Galicia, having left their 
captain and fixry men aboard^ were afraid to re- 
turn and carry, them off, fo chat they were pre- 

ven ted 
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vented from their intention of finking her, as 
. there was no pofiibility of eicaping. Capt. Knowles 
finding what confternation the Spaniards were 
;^74^- in, refolved to row the boats clofc under the lee 
ihore, and ftorm St Jofeph'stort from the boats ^ 
which he did accordingly, and took pofiefilon of 
it about ten o'clock at night, with little refift- 
.ance ; the Spaniards, after firing a few guns, haV'- 
jng abandoned it, leaving only one drunken man 
behind, who was to have blown it up. Capt. 
Cotes was left to command the fort, while Capt. 
Knowles and Capt. Watfon, being within the 
boom, rowed with the boats up to the Gallicia^ 
boarded her, and. took the captain, a captain of 
:marines, an enfign, and fixty men prifoners, and 
iecured the Spanifh admiral's flag and colours, 
both of which they found flying. After leaving 
ibme ofiicers and men on board the Gallicia, . the 
boats went to work on cutting the boom, and 
moving the Gallicia out of the channel, to make 
all clear for entering the harboyr on the next 
day. 

TriB Britifh forces were now entire matters of 
Boca Chica, which had it been* defended equal 
to its ftrength, and excellent difpofition both of 
the (hips and batteries, it would have been a 
much harder tafk, for the fleet and army both, 
.to have got the poflcflion of fo ftrong a fortrcfs : 
for the channel was as narrow and difficult of ac- 
cefs as can be well apprehended^ defended with 
above 200 pieces of cannon from forts, batteries 
and fhips, that lay all to play upon any Ihip com- 
ing within the compafs of a mile round.; which 
.was a convincing proof, that though the Spanifh 
admiral knew very well how to make a good dif» 
pofition, he was incapable of knowing how to 
make the beft defence wiih it afterwards. 

The- 
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The Britifli troops, from the time of their Chap. 
encampment xo the taking of Boca Chica cattle, VL 
loft about 400 men by ficknefs and the fire from v^-^v*-^ 
jhe Spaniards ; and amongft thofe that were kil- ^741- 
led in the camp were Colonel Douglas, Colonel 
Watfon of the train, Lieutenant-Colonel Sand^P. 
ford, and Capt. Moor, the chief engineer. 

Th e next day after taking the cattle, being 
the 1 6th, the vice admiral hattened into the har- 
bour^ to make proper difpofitions and give all 
neceffary orders ; but he had great ditiiculty to 
get in, as the San Carlos and Africa were funk 
in the channel, and the St Philip continued 
burning on the lee fhore ; fo that the vice admiral 
was above three hours warping through, after 
anchoring in the narrows, before he could get to 
fail up the harbour, which he did about two 
leagues the fame evening ; as al(b did the Bur- 
ford and Orford, who the next day were ordered 
to advance for potting themfelvcs acrofs the har- 
bour as near as they could, juft without gun-fhot 
of Cattillo Grande, for cutting the Spaniards oflF 
from all communication by water. On the fame 
day the Worcetter got up to the vice admiral, 
who fent her to anchor clofe to a wharf where 
there was a good crane and a fpring of water, 
which he thought neccflTary to fecure for the fer- 
vice of the fleet; the Weymouth and Cruizer 
floop getting in the fame afternoon, were order- 
ed to deftroy the batteries at PalTo Cavallos, a 
creek that parts the Grand Baru from the main, 
through which the fupplies of provifions from 
Tolu and Sina were to pafe, and where the Spa- 
niards had erefted two fmall batteries, one of 
eight the other of four guns, which were demo- 
limed by the Weymouth and Cruizer; on which 
the latter went up the creek, and brought away 

four 
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Part four large Sina bulks, being veflels dugout of a 
I. Iblid tree big enough to carry twenty ton^ whidti 
u»*^v"-— ^ were very ferviceablc in watering the fleet. In the 
^741* mean time the vice and rear admirals two divifi- 
ons, and part of the tranfports, continued to fail 
and warp in as fad as conveniently they could, 
but were greatly retarded by blowing weather^ 
which having forced all the fnoall Oiips to take 
ihelter in the mouth of the harbour, they to 
choaked it up as to prevent the men of war mak* 
ing the deOred difpatch, having anchored foul 
of one another -, but being all got in on the ^otfi, 
the fire-ibips and frigates were difpofed round the 
harbour to guard every pais and creek, in order 
to cut oflT any fupplies going to the town ; while 
Commodore Leftock with his divifion was left at 
Boca Chica, with orders to re-imbark the forces 
and cannon as ibon as poQible. 

The Spaniards feeing the vice admiral and 
ieveral fhips had got Into the harbour, began to 
cxpeft a vifTt at Caftillo Grande ; and as Manci* 
Dilla fort lay oppoHte to ic, within gun fhot, and 
was incapable of making any great defence, they 
thought proper to deftroy it, left the Briciih for- 
ces fhould take pofTcflion of it, and fo batter the 
caftle. 

Between this fort and Caftillo Grande, is a 
large channel that goes up into the Surgidero, 
another harbour or large bafon before the town i 
in the middle of the channel is a fhoal that dh 
vides it into two channels, and in order to ftop 
the fleet, the Spaniards had moored and funk 
feven of their galleons and other fhips on each 
fide the fhoal, acrofs the mouth of the upper 
harbour above Caftiilo Grande -, and in the chan*< 
nel next the caftle, had moored their two re- 
maining men of waTj^ the Concjuifbdor pf fixty-fijc 

guns, 
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guns, and the Dragon of fixty, and untiled Ch a f*. 
their houfcs in the caftle as if intending to de- V/. 
fend it. 

On the 30th Vice Admiral Vernon held a ^7 + ^ 
general council of war, of naval officers, when 
it was refolved, *' To ufc all pofTible expedition 
*' to cut otF the communication of the town on 
" the land fide, and to make a defcent at the 
** moft convenient place nearcft the town.** 
Immediately after Sir Chaloner Ogle^ and feve- 
ral (hips, turn^ up the harbour^ and anchored 
at a fmall diftlme from Caftillo Grande, where 
the Spaniards made a fliew of preparing to re- 
ceive them ; but Capt. Knowles, being fent in 
the evening to reconnoitre them^ obferved they 
were bufy in moving about with thirteen launch- 
es, and the next morning difcovercd that they 
had funk the Conquiftador and Dragon, and 
were removing things out of Caftillo Grande ! 
Capt. Knowles immediately acquainted Sir Cha- 
loner Ogle of it, who inftantly ordered him to 
weigh anohor, and run in with his (hip and fire 
on the caftle, to fee if they would return it i 
which he did, and the caftle making no return, 
he fent his boats afhore, who rowed diredly up 
to the caftle and took pofTeflion of it without op- 
pofition. Though this caftle mounted fifty-nine 
guns, and was capable of making a good de- 
fence ; yet the Spaniards, the day before, per- 
ceiving the rear admirals boats were founding, 
and well knowing his jhtps could lay their broad- 
fides within piftol (liot of the caftle,'thcy thought 
proper to abandon it, having (lightly fpiked up 
the guns without difmouriting them or knock- 
ing off the trunions, and thrown their powder 
into a ciftern of wnter ; but moft of the guns 
were got clear again, and Capt. Knowles ap- 
VoL. I. T poin cd 
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Part pointed governor of the caftle, with a garrifon 
I. of 100 regular troops and fifty fcamen. 'f his 

w — sT-— ^ was a molt advantageous acquifition to fhorten 
1741- the proceedings of the army, on their re-im- 
barking to re-land nearer the town, which they 
could now do within a league of it, but without 
being matters of Caftillo Grande, they muft have 
landed at the diftance of three leagues from the 
town ; fo that St Lazar was the only remaining 
fort, the reduction of which wai to be next under- 
taken, as it covers the fouth fide of Carthagena and 
commandsalltheavenues,and wasabfolutely necef- 
&ry to be in the poflcflion of theBritifli troops before 
they could advance a ftep to lay fiege to the town. 
The vice admiral, intending to get the bomb- 
ketches in to play upon the town, on the i& oi 
April in the morning got t6 an anchor with his 
own fhip clofe to Callillo Grande, and fct fome 
of his fhips at work to try to heave the mafts 
out of the Spanifh (hips, to make a channel over 
thofe funk in deepeft water, as he might get the 
Iquadron in and fecure a fafe defcent to the army 
under the fire of their guns as near the town as 
pofTible ; and in the evening, by the induftry of 
the gallant failors, a channel was made through 
the funk wrecks, and two bomb-ketches got in, 
with two frigates to cover them, commanded 
by Capt. Rentone and Capt. Broderick. In the 
mean while Commodore Leftopk had completed 
the re4mbarkation of the land forces, artillery 
and baggage, who loon after got up the har-- 
bour. By ten the next morning the bomb- 
ketches began to play upon the town, and fome 
of the guns that were cleared at Caftillo 
Grande fired on a French (hip that lay up at the 
head of the harbour, and had been ufed as an 
hofpital fhip for the Spaniards, who fet fire to 

her. 
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her, and fhe burned the greateft part of the day ; Chap. 
and the fame evening another channel having Vli 
been made through the wrecks to the caftward v--^^--*,; 
of the (hoal, in the mouth of the harbour, .^ 74^- 
three fire-fhips got through that channel, and 
were ported to cover the defcent of the land 
forces at Tcxar de Gracias ; who kept* firing 
on the Spaniards whcre-ever they faw them en- 
deavouring to intrench themfelves. On the 3d 
the Weymouth got through the weftern chan- 
nel, when the town began to fire on her with- 
out doing any material damage •, and the next 
night (he pafled round the (hoal to the eaftern part 
of the harbour. The Cruizer got in at the other 
channel the 4th in the evening ; and great part 
of the tranfports with the trdops, being now 
come up the harbour, the Weymouth, the three 
firefhips and the Cruizer floop, being ordered to 
cover the landing of the forces, warped over 
the other fide of the harbour undifcovered by 
the Spaniards, and were fo prudently polled, by 
the vice admiral, round the eaftern part of the 
harbour, that their fire fcoured the country all 
round, and drove about a hundred of the Spa- 
niards from a breaft-work at the upper end of 
the harbour ; and the Weymoutb*s guns, firing^ 
briflcly all night with grape (hot, fcoured the 
country between that and St Lazar, by which 
means a fecure defcent waii procured for thei 
army ; whofe officers had refolyed, in a council 
of war, " To land the trpop the j^ext morning at 
" break of day, and to pofltfs the port of La • 
** Quinta, for cutting off fhe confimunication of 
** the city with the country, for covering the 
** landing of the artillery, and tp clear ground 
" for the encarppment." 'Accordingly the firft 
divifion, arnaunting to about 1,400 inen, ftndcr 

T 2 ^ the . 
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Part the command of Brigadier Blakeney, about 

1. two o'clock in the morning of the 5th, were 

-^*-v — ^ received by the boats of the fleet from on board 

^7^^.' ihe tranfport.% and from thence went and ren- 
dczvoufed aboard the Weymouth j at about five 
the general ordered Colonel Grant to move to- 
' wards the (here with the grenadiers, who landed 
without oppofition at Texar t^t Gracias, a coun- 
try houfe about two miles from La^r, formerly 
hired by the fouth fea factors ; and being im- 
mediately followed by the reft of the troops, 
the whole was formed in order for marching 
againft the Spaniards ; who were now in the. 
wildeft confufion, the whole force ot the town 
was drawn out to oppofc the landing of the 
troops, and were very impoliticly divided into 
fcveral bodies •, and though fome of their parties 
attempted to attack the forces on their landing, 
the fhips perceiving their motions fired aoionj 
them, fwept off numbers, and entirely difperfei 
them. General Wentworth, at the head of the 
forces, advanced through a long narrow defile, 
where he had fome few men hurt by finglc fhot 
from the paths and openings into the wood, 
where the Spaniards had made a lodgment, but 
were foon put to flight. About a mile further, 
in coming out of the defile, about 600 of the Spa? 
niards were perceived to be advantageoufly poft- 
j^d, and fecmed determined to difpute the paflage. 
The ground over which the troops were to march 
did not admit of much more than one large 
platoon in front, the lagoon lying upon the left, 
and a thick copfe upoq their right, into which 
the general ordered a party of American foldiers 
to fail upon the rear of any fmall parties which 
paight be lodged there to flank them in their 
fl^arfji, Xhe grenadiers ippyed fpjw^rd with 
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great alacrity, and having, with very little lofs, Chap. 
received two fires from the Spaniards, the front VI. 
platoon gave their fire at about the diftance of v-^-v'-*- 
hali-mufket ihot, and immediately wheeled to I74'» 
the right and left to make room for the next to 
advance ; whence the Spaniards judging that 
the whole body gave way, expreflcd their joy. 
by a loud huzza ; but being foon convinced of 
their miftake, by the fire of the following pla- 
toons, they fell into diforder, and precipitately 
fled towards the city: on which the general im- 
mediately poflcfTed himfelf of a convenient piece 
of ground for forming the camp a fmall mile 
from the caftle of St Lazar ; and in the evening 
fent a party up to take poffcflion of La Popa, 
which the Spaniards had abandoned. As the 
hill on which this convent is fituated overlooks 
the town and country for many leagues round 
about, it was a mod advantageous part for ob- 
ferving the motions of the Spaniards, from 
whence the general, accompanied by Brigadier 
Guife and the principal engineer, reconnoitred 
the city \ and having at his return aflembled a 
council of war, it was debated, whether the fort 
of Lazar ihould not be attacked the following 
night, before the Spaniards (hould have finifhed 
fome works from the hill which they were then 
carrying on with the utmoft diligence •, but as 
no (lores were then landed from the the ord* 
nance (hips, it was thought neccflary to poftpone 
the attack. Perhaps this was both an unfortu- 
nate and imprudent refolution, for the Spaniards 
had but lately experienced the boldnefs and 
courage of the Britifh troops when they con- - 
fufcdly fled before them at La Quinta ; the ge- 
neriility pf them were pofTcffcd with all the 
fogrrors of ?tn approaching enemy, whom they 

knew 
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Part knew undauntedly intrepid; and as they were 

L now hurrying in fear and confufion, it was a 

i—^^-— ' very favourable criterion for the Britifh troops 

1741- to have affaulted them, thus, in the very heighth 
of their panic ; and had the golden opportunity 
been feized, it is highly. to be conjectured the 
Spaniards would not have dared to have defend- 
ed themfelves, but that Lazar would have fell 
like Boca Chica, and the Spaniards been obliged 
to feek proteftion within their walls, where there 
was the higheft probability of their furrendering 
the town as they had formerly done undtr the 
like circumftances to De Pointi. 

On the fixth the remainder of the eight re- 
giments came on fhore, fo that before noon the 
whole body of troops were landed with fuch fe- 
curity, as not to have one fingte mufket-fhot 
fired at them ; while all pofTible difpatch was 
made in landing the artillery, ammunition, bag-r 
-gage, provifions and military ftorcs. Bat the 
troops were obliged to lie three nights upon their 
arms, for the want of tents-, and as they were 
not feafonably provided with tools to build them, 
they were expoied to all the inclemency of the 
.weather ; unfheltered from the fervid heat of 
the fcorching fun, and the intemperature of the 
chilling night dews, which enfeebled the men, 
and fpread a contagious diftemper throughout 
the whole camp. 

The fame fort of indolence reigned here, 
with the fame prevalence, as at the camp before 
Boca Chica ; the engineers having erefted a bat- 
tery only for three mortars, and thrown upa fmall 
breafl-work for the advance.) guards. While 
the garrifon in Lazar, perceiving how flowly 
they took occafion to improve their time in the 
CJimp, fct to work with unwearied diligence^ 

8n4 
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and though when" the army landed, the works Chap* 
round fort Lazar were very infignificant, except VI. ' 

a fafcine battery of five guns on the north fide of v y— 1^ 

the hill, which was built the year before when I740. 
Admiral Vernon bombarded the town, and was 
of no fervice but in cafe of approaches at fea ; 
yet the Spaniards in three days time completed 
a four gun battery, and entrenched themfelves 
inclines round about the foot ot the caftle, which 
were ftronger and of much more importance than 
the caftle itfclf ; they alfo drew the guns off the 
fafcine battery on the north point, and mounting 
them in this new battery, frequendy fired in the 
camp, whilfl: the army were working on the 
bomb battery and lodgments for the advanced 
guards. 

Sickness increafing in the camp, and the 
rainy feafon approaching, Admiral Vernon, from 
the flownefs of the army, was in great defpon- 
dency of feeing the fuccefs of the fleet continu- 
ed by the' army; he knew the Spaniards could 
not ftand a vigorous aflault, but being convinced 
they were infinitely better provided with engi- 
neers than the army, he in conjunction with Sir 
Chaloner Ogle, ftrongly recommended to the 
general to make a vigorous pufh, as he would 
thereby intimidate the Spaniards, obtain a great 
prefcrvation to his decaying men, and bring 
matters to a fpecdy ifluc: and to give the gene- 
ral all afliftance in his power, the vice admiral 
fupplied his deficiency of men, with a detach- ^ 
ment of Lord James Cavendifli and Colonel 
Bland's regiments, that had remained aboard 
the (hips as part of their complement, and a bo- 
dy of fuch Americans as were fit for fervice, 
which, together with the negroes, augmented 
the army to about 5,000 men. Care was taken 
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Part by the fleet effeftually to prevent any fupplies^ 
I. and deprive the Spaniards from any communica- 
- — V'-**-' tion at fea ; and the Weymouth continuing polled 
1741- within piftol (hot of the fliore, kept fcouring 
the country to fccure the cartip from any attack j 
and the mortars from the ketches played both on 
the fort and the town : but the general could not 
be prevailed on to cut of} the communication be- 
tween the town and country, by which negligence 
the Spaniards had uninterrupted opportunities of 
bringing whole herds of cattle into the town, 
and, at their leifure, to reinforce and fupply the 
garrifon of Lazar. 

Upon receiving the reinforcement from the 
fliips, on the 8th in the afternoon, a council of 
war was held by the general and field officers, 
wherein it was refolved by the majority of the 
council, " To attack the cattle and trenches of St. 
Lazar, without waiting for the . raifing of a 
battery to make a breach-,** which the chief en- 
gineer had reported, required fo large a number 
of men, and fo much time to cut through the 
woods, as in their circumftances rendered it im- 
pradticable ; and efpecially as the Spaniards were 
daily throwing up new works, the council 
thought there was no other choice left, but ei- 
ther to make a bold pufh for the furprizing 
fort Lazar, or to return on board ; and there- 
fore determined, but too late, on the aflault, 
though two of the general officers diffented 
from this refolution, as judging it too rafh an 
undertaking without firft making aproper breach, 
or at leaft before the place had been well recon- 
noitred. The neceffary things for the attack 
could not be got in readinefs till night, and the 
next morning 1,200 men, under the command 
of Brigadier-General Guifc, paraded on the 

ftrand. 
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ftrand, where having formed, they advanced Ch a p^ 
towards the fort, conduced by three defercersj VI, 
and a little before day began to mount the hilK ' — y^'^^ 
They begun the attack in two places, but the. ^'i^}\, 
divifion which was to have gone up an open ac- 
ceflible road which lay upon the rignt of the fort, 
was in the dark by a fatal miftake led up the 
center, where the afcent was very fteep and the 
ground broken : fome of the n^oft forward gain^', 
ed the top and puflied on to the entrenchments^' 
bat not being immediately fuftained, by realbn 
of the great difficulty found in mounting the 
hill, they were moft of them killed or wounded. 
Colonel Grant very gallantly afcended the hill 
pn the left, but having immediately received a 
mortal wound, and the guide with feveral others 
being killed,. Lieutenant-Colonel Hamon, th^. 
r)cxt in command, advanced no further, but* 
continued on the fide of the hill till they were 
ordered to retire. 

This detachment being the flower of the ar- 
my, were almoft all cut off, and their colonel (hoc 
through the body.; the reft of the troops perceiv- 
ing the difmal flaughter of their braveft men, 
and their ofRcers feeing they had formed their 
difpofitiop on an inacceflible part of the hill, 
halted ^t the foot of it, and remained in a grea^- 
deal of irregularity \ for inftead of rufhing fword 
in hand among the Spaniards in the trenches^ 
a full ftop was made, the men flood firing in 
platoons, and not one of the officers sittemptec^ 
to Jead them on \ thofe that had room and could 
wheel oflffor others, did, but the greai^eft part 
flood and fjjred all their ammunition aw^y ; while 
the Spaniards pouring in from the town, it being 
gpen day-light, played fo exceedingly brifk upoi\ 
them with grape Ihot from their cannon, muf- 

Vpt. I- U kctry 
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JPart ketry and grenadocs, that they made a moft U- 

i. Aicntable havoc amongft the befiegers ; t^rhd 

L-'v--*-^ riot with flan ding faced thcrti like lions, and had 

174'f they been led on, or told what they were t6 

have done, the place in all probability muft have 

iurrendercd to their bravery : but after pitching 

upon a wrong place, arid fruitlefsly expofirlg th4 

iften for a facrifice to the Spaniards, between fix 

and fcvch the Britilh troops were ordered to fe* 

treat ; arid to cover th6m, a feferve of 560 ttlch 

t^ras diVefted to advance, by which rrteans they 

retired without any further lofs, and carried off 

great part of the wounded men ; having Up- 

^i^rards of 606 men killed 6r wounded in thi$ oh- 

fbrtunate and fatal attack, and amongft the daitt 

^ere Colonel Grant, Lieutenaht-Colone] Thomjy- 

fcn, three captains and four lieutenants. 

AfTER the mifcarriage of this attack, all hopcS 
6f polfeffing the town Were entirely vanilhedj 
the troops fickened fo furprizingly faft, that deaf 
£00 were either dead or in a very feeble conditi- 
on by the 13th, and amongft the fick wercal- 
moft all the principal officers: upon which the 
general called a council of war, r6 whom it ap- 
peared, that the troopis were fo far frofti bring 
In a condition to offend the Spaniards, that they 
had fcarcely duty-men fufficient for the ordinary 
guardsof the camp, and many of them in a very 
languifhing condition ; befides which they wer6 
threatned with the want of Water, all the dftefnS 
from whence the camp had been fupplied, being 
near exhaufted : in confequence of wllich, it was 
refolved on the 15th, in a general council of war, 
compoied of fea and land officers, ^< To have 
** the cannon and forces rcrimbarked with al] 
^' convenient fpeed.** Every thing being gol; 
fc^dy on the i6ch, the boats were Ordered k- 
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fiiore about nine o'clock at night, and cfFededCHAP. 
the re-imbarkation undercover of the (hips, with VI. 
thic fan^e difpofuion that gave fecurity to their * — -^r-^ 
landing, without having a muflcet (hot fired at '74*« 
them. The number of troops on their landing 
limounted to ^bout 5,000, and were fo. far re- 
duced by the Spaniards and ficknefs, that no 
more than 3,200 returned to the (hips; and 
1,200 of thofe were Americans, not efteemed 
fit for fervice ; and great numbers of the others 
feeble, and fcarcely fit for the ordinary duty. 

The Spani(h admiral's (hip the Gallicia, was 
got up to Caftillo Grande on the Sch, and Vice 
Admiral Vernon, intending her for a battery a- 
gainft the town, fent fixty carpenters on board 
to fit her up, for fecuring the men as well as lie 
could from the general fire (he muft nece(Iarily 
be expofed to. On the 15th at night (he was 
completed, and pofted, ujider the command of 
Capt- Hore, as near the walls of the town as poffi- 
blc, anchors having been dropped for that pur- 
pofe in as (hoal water as the boats could Hoat 
chem ; but the (hoalings from the town ran too 
far off for any effectual fervice: no lliip could be 
nearer placed, nor could any -ire be more rcgu- 
Jarly and clofcly plied from a (liip, than was per- 
formed by the officers and failors on board of 
her, who flood the fire from three baftions, a 
half moon and a ravelin, from five in the mor- 
ning till near twelve at noon, and never flagged 
in their fire: but as the vice admiral (aw (he 
^ould do no materia] fervice again il flone walls at 
•that diftanqjf, he fent orders to Capt. Hore, to 
:CUt and drive before the fea breeze broad fide to 
.'the Spaniards, as foon as the breeze was ftrong 
^enough; which was not till near twelve, when 
(they kept driving broad(ide, and continued their 

U 2 fire 
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Part fire till they drove afhore on the (hoal, where 
I. fhe foon filled with water, having twenty-two 
»-— v-*-^ (hot between wind and water, and would foon 
^74'* have foundered at her anchors, if the vice admi- 
ral had not ordered her off. The vice admiral 
through his former experience, and by trying 
this experiment with the Gallicia, had fufiicient 
room to form fome general maxims upon \ which 
were, in his judgment, " That no (hips fhould 
ever be brought to batter againft ftone walls, 
unlefs the commanders are firft aflured they 
can place their (hips within mufket (hot of 
'*' them: "and could the Britifh fleet have ap- 
proached as near to Carthagena, it muft have 
been inevitably furrendered 5 and that they could 
nor, was evidently manifefted by the (lation of 
the Gallicia, who was unable to come near e- 
nough to batter the walls ; on which (he was or- 
dered to fire over them into the town, where by 
her cannonading the houfes were greatly lliat- 
tered. The (hells from the bomb- ketches alio 
damaged many of the houfes and (bme of the 
churches, particularly on the 13th at night, one 
of the carcaflfes falling into the great church, 
where was the principal magazine of powder, fct 
fire to the timber and plank that covered ir^ and 
had like to have been a very fatal incident to 
the Spaniards ; but on ringing the alarm bell, 
the whole town went to work, threw fand upcwi 
it, and ftifled the fire, which once more broke 
out anew, but was afterwards totally extingui(hed. 
The fea officers and (ailors having been em- 
ployed in getting out the mafls, anchors and 
cables from fome of the funk Spani(b (hips, . the 
fleet was foon in a condition for proceeding to fea 
again: and on the 23d and 24th it was rcfolved 
by the general council of war, ** To return to 

** Jamaica, 
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** Jamaica, on account of the general ficknels Chap. 
•* in the army." Under the diredion of Cape VI. 
Knowles the entire demolition of Caftillo Grande ^^/^^V'sj 
was completed the 25th, which took up the more I74F* 
.time from the great thicknels of the walls and 
«ilrcngth of the cement, but was entirely demo- 
lilhed at laft, and the fifty-nine pieces of ord- 
nance in it rendered unferviceable, by fpiking 
them up and knocking off the trunnions. The 
27th in the evening, the vice admiral weighed 
from Caftillo Grande, to fall down to the lower 
parts of the harbour, to be at hand for giving 
the neceilary orders for facilitating the difpacch 
of the tranfports and ftore-fhips to fca, and get- 
ting the remaining fortrcffes completely demo- 
li(hed ; leaving the Norfolk, Burford, Windfor, 
and Princefs Louifa, all under the command of 
Capt. Graves, at Caftillo Grande, till the tranf- 
ports and ftore-lhips were got out to fea, and for 
keeping the Spaniards from any communication 
with Terra Bomba, where the Britifh failors 
were at work, and from whence they had their 
fupplies of water, and to remain on that fervice 
till further orders : Sir Chaloner Ogle was alfo 
left pofted in the middle of the harbour for re- 
ceiving tijeir daily report, and to give any other 
orders he fhould judge neccflary. The fame day 
fixteen fail of tranfports, by warping and towing 
got out, and proceeded to fea under convoy of 
the Lion, Capt. Cottrell; the 29th the Monta- 
.gue got to fea with the fecond divifion of tran- 
fports and ftore-fhips, being about thirty four fail ; 
and the 30th the Weymouth proceeded with an» 
other divifion of about the fame number ; as did 
the Torbay with General Wentworth on board, 
who was defirous of getting to Jamaica before 
•the arrival of the troops, to give the aeceflary 
. .. - orders 
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* Part orders for their accommodation; and on tht; 2d 
I. of May the Ripon got out convoy to the laft 
\— -v^^-^divifion of tranfp<jrts and ftore-(hips, togechsr 
*t74i. with two leaky t)omb- ketches; as did ai(b on tke 
fame day, the Suffolk, Prince Frederick, Jerfey, 
Yoi4c, Experiment, and Elizabeth floop tender, 
all under the command of Capt. Davers, who as 
the Spaniards were much ftraitened for want of 
provifions, was ordered to cruize with cbeie fhips 
off Santa Martha for twenty days, to cut oflF ill 
fupplies that way, and then to return to Poit 
Royal. On the 4th the Superbe and Stuxc^ 
fire-fliips proceeded with the vidluallere: the fame 
day the fort of St Jofeph was entirely deftroyed 
•by Mr Shirley ; and the day following dje de- 
molition of Boca Chica caftle was moft efic&ual- 
Jy completed, under the diredion of Capt. 8oi^ 
cawen and Mr Barnes -, upon which the vice ad- 
miral dtfpatched the neceffary orders to Sir Cha- 
loner Ogle, for drawing off the fbips from above 
the next morning, and afterwards fcjl down him- 
fclf, leaving orders with Commodore Leflock, 
whofe divifion was polled to be fcrviceable in af- 
fixing all the reft in getting out, to remain with 
his (hip to the laft. After having completed the 
demolition of the defence of the harbour, and 
deftroy&d the lime-kilns for putting the Spaniards 
backward in ereding other buildings, and fhip- 
ping off all their ftore of lime and lime4lone for 
the fervice of the hofpital building at Jamaica; 
x>n the 6th Vice Admiral Vernon very civilly left 
<he harbour, not having injured any of their 
dwelling houfes, or through wantonneis gave 
the leaft loofe to any of thofe rapacious prances 
of war, fo often committed and io generally ex* 
pcdfed from the refcntment of an exafperated and 
even a vidtorioua encmyj all exceffes of this Jiar 

ture 
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twe being contradiftory to the humamty and o- Chai** 
pen courage of the Britifh admiral, and by hiy VI. 
orders carefully guarded againft, and avoided by v^^n/'-n^ 
both offiters and feamen : the next day Sir Cha- >74J^'* 
lortcr Ogle got out of the harbour with fourteen 
^il, and joined the vice admiral off Point Canoa- 
6ri the Sth, who proceeded for Jamaica, and in 
his way left Capt. Mayne in the Worccfter, with 
the Strafford, Princefs Louifa and Lirchfickl, to 
cruize to windward of Cape Tibcron till the 30th, 
for the fccurity of the convoy with the viftuallers* 
and (lore-(hips expefted from England ; and on 
the 19th the vice admiral with the fleet got into 
fort Royal harbour, where to his great pkafure 
he found the convoy with the victuallers and 
ftOrc-fhips were fafely arrived about four days 
before him. 

Thus terminated this memorable expedition, 
the greateft and moft expenfive that ever enterrd- 
flie American Teas; and which had attrafted the 
attention and admiration of all Europe : in whttK 
the Britiih army loft about 2^,500 men, that were 
cither killed or died by fidcnefi, and amongft 
fhem two colonels, five lieutenant-colonels, 
fbur majors, the chief engineer, twenty-nine 
captains, fifty-one firft and fccond lieutenants, 
five enfigns, and Dr Martin the firft phyfici-i 
an ; and 267 men wounded. On board the 
ftect the lofe was very inconfiderable, excepting 
the death of Lord Aubrey Beauclerc. The I0I9 
fuflained by the Spaniards in the'deftrudtion of 
their fix men of war, fix galleons, and ochei* 
vcflels in the harbour ; and the forts, caftlcs an<l 
gtms, was eftimated at above 645^000/. exclu-' 
five 6i the damage done within the town, ^nd 
the lofe of great numbers of their men ; befKied 
^h< diiad vantages enfuing from t^- deinoliiion <>f 

the 
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Part the fortifications, whereby that intricate harbour. 

I. ; was no longer inacceflible, and the treafures of 

^^\r^ the new world could no more be embarked wi«h 

^74' • lafety from Carthagena, till the w^ts of Spain 

obliged her to comply with thofc conditions (he 

had before fo haughtily rejeiStcd. 

An Expedition begun with fuch probability of 
a iuccefsful termination, having ended fo un- 
fortunately, occafioned a general difcontent a-. ' ' 
iiiong the inhabitants of Great Britain; while the 
Spanifh court removed from their anxiety of lof- 
ing fo imporiant a place, ordered three day$ 
public rejoicings or> fo fingular an event. It 
muft have been a very fenfible mortification to 
every honed Englifhman, as Carthagena would 
have been a prize ot inel^imable valu^ ; it is the 
jewel of America, which Cromwell was very ambi- 
tjous to fix on the diadem of Britain: the city is 
ipacious and beautiful, with a rich province an neio 
ed to it ; if the city had been taken the province 
muft have followed it ; a province full of valuable 
mines, adjoining to and communicating with other 
rich provinces which encompals it: and had the 
Britifti forces been vidtorious, they would havecol- 
leded an immenfe trcafure, and would have been 
in poffcffion of a firon^ ietdement on the wealthy 
part of the continent of America, which would 
have finifhed their difputes with Spain; for ac- 
cording to Cromwell's fcheme, Carthagena might 
have been made the Britifh emporiupd in A- 
merica, by means of which the Britiih fubjefts 
might do that rightfully, which they had been 
charged to do clandeftincly, and which gave rife 
to the difierences ; that is, ihey might have gain-* 
ed a diredt indifputablc trade with the rich part 
of the continent, by having a province, there as 
well as Spain ; and (o maintain any conquefts it^ 
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that opulent part of t;he world, was the genefr.l Ci^ a p\ . 
Icnfe of the Britifh nation. * VI. - 

Hence it obvioufly appears how very valuable L/'VNJ 
foch an^cquifition muft have been, and how much *74** 
the unfuccefsful attempt of the land forces is to 
be regretted, for on them alone can any impu- 
tation of mifconduft dcfcend ; it would be tranf- 
grefling the bounds of candour and honefty, to 
throw the lead afpcrfions on the conduft of the 
commander of the fleet; who deft royed all the 
Spanifti (hipping, and the forts that defended 
the harbour ; and not only with the greateft pro* 
teftion landed the army, and fccured their rc-im- 
barkation without the lofs of a man ; but it is 
evident- did every thing, and every where; con- 
fiftenc with the part he bore in the expedition, 
and not in the leaft derogatory to the glorious re- 
putation he had lately acquired ; for the very ru- 
ms he left behind him, will for ages remain the 
iupnumental trophies of the valour and luccefs 
of the naval force of Britain. 

Whei'T the army was landed, the bufinefs fell 
entirely within their province; yet the admiral 
fupplied the general with feamen to raifc his bat- 
teries, who from the beginning before Boca Chi- 
ca caftle, promifcd little hopes of fuccefs: no 
trenches were timely opened, no regular ap- 
proaches made, to beat the Spaniards out of their 
works, till a great number of troops were de- 
ftroyed ; bur after fifteen days the army made 
an arrack, which might as well have been done 
the firft dav, with as little lofs in the aflault as 
when the place was taken. When Monfieur dc 
Pointi befieged and took Carthagena in the year 
1697, he regulated his meafures on fliorc in a 
quite different manner, and was crowned with 
a very rcverjc of fortune than what happened to 

Voj.. L X . the 
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Pa IT the Britilh troops •, and his fucccls was principal- 

I. ly owing to his conduft and prudence, for his 

-^ — v'— ^ force was very unequal to the Britifli, the French 

^74'* commander having only a fquadron of feven men 
of war from eighty to thirty guns, one bomb 
vcffel, and nine frigatts, with 2,300 feamen and 
i^,8oo foldiers, and thofe but very indifferendy 
difciplined ; and the Spaniards were at that time 
as numerous and as capable of defending the 
place againft the French, as they were now a- 
gainft the Englifli. The Britifti admiral purfued 
the fteps of Monfieur de Pointi, and landed the 
army on the very fame fpot the French comman- 
der had pitched upon for the fame purpofe : but 
the Britifli troops when landed, very widely dc* 
parted from the difpofuions put in execution by 
the French forces ; for De Pointi having landed 
his men on the i5ch of April, inftead of concert- 
ing a formal and tedious attack, without cre&- 
ing any battery, made a way through the wood 
to the lake ; and after examining the fort, on 
the 1 6th marched fome ot his troops up to, and 
pofted himfelf at the foot of the counterfcarp, 
which fo terrified the Spaniards that they imme- 
diately offered to capitulate, and the governor 
with his garrilon, confifting of 300 men, furren- 
dered themfelves prifoners of war, without any 
more than the lofs of fifty men to the French : 
whereas the Britifh troops loft above eight times 
that number before they entered the cattle. Af- 
ter the reduftion of Boca Chica caftle, the Bri- 
tilh army re-imbarked on board the fleet, whicb 
tranfported them round the harbour, and re<lan^- 
ed them nearer the town; from whence they 
marched up to La Quinta, and encamping be- 
fore Lazar, reconnoitred and took poQefllon of 
'.La Popa; but the French commandcr,^ after 

fending 
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iending a party up the harbour to poflefs them- Caap. 
fclves of La Popa, re-im barked all that he had VI. 
brought on fhore before Boca Chica, and order- ^■-- v -^ 
ing the fquadron to warp through the channel, ^74^* 
thought it unneccflary to re-imbark the land for- 
ces ; and on the 18th marched them up through 
the country to fort Lazar, who in their way en- 
tered, the fort of St Croix, afterwards called Cat 
tillo Grande, which the Spaniards had abandon- 
ed : the next day the French army croffed the 
lake, and De Pointi on reconnoitring St Lazar, 
beheld with much trouble the time it muft coft 
if he attacked it in form, and brought his artil- 
lery to batter it; but afterwards getting up to an 
eminencey, above all the others, perceived if he 
icould make a way through the wood to that 
Iheight, they might afterwards go upon a level 
from thence to the foot of the fort, all the way 
being covered with woods ; and that he could fix 
a miner to the fort if the garrifon refalvcd to con- 
tinue there. Upon this, on the 20th, he ordered 
ibis major-general to call to arms, and put the 
negroes to work upon cutting of a way to fiicili- 
tafe the march of the troops, which were about 
2,2do; this was carried on half way up the hill, 
where dividing the way to encompafs the fort, 
one part of the forces marched to the right and 
jthe other to the left, and arrived at the foot of 
the fort in a very little time, where they made 
the greatdft fire that was pofTible j during which 
time the garrifon did little execution, by reafon 
the befiegers made their (hot upon them fo foon 
as they expofed their bodies to view ; and the 
French officers calling out for the fcaling ladders, 
and placing their miners, the fear of the garrifon 
gave them occafron to think they would be at- 
tacked on all fides, which h^d cfFpftually hapr 

X 2 pentni 
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Part pcned if they had not chofe to retire through the 

L quarter towards the gate that was tnen free to 

t»— v-**^ them. In this manner the French poflefTed 

^741 • themfelves of St Lazar, with the lofe of only one 
paptain and five grenadiers : what a furprizing 
difference between that and the lofs fuftained by 
fhe £ngli(h in the fame unfortunate attack! how 
melancholy the refle&ion between the deaths of 
five and five hundred! and how reverfe the iffueof 
one adion fo profperoufly executed, by a body 
of 2,200 undifciplincd Frenchmen •, and the un* 
happy event of the other, though carried on by 
above 5,000 Britons ! 

De Point I afterwards pulbed on his fucccfs, 
and in lefs than a fortnight obliged the (own to 
furrender (o him : the Spaniards, (o the number 
of 2,800 lifted men, marched out with military 
honours, leaving the town with the inhabitancy, 
and nine pillions of mopey to the vi£tprioqs ' 
f rench. 

I^AO the Britilh troops fqcceeded at the attack 
of fp;'t Lazar, there was the higheft probability 
they .would have entered the town as triumph- 
antly as the French had done : but many, too 
ma^y ^-eafons, glare ftrongly to the world to e- 
vince ,tl;e true caufe of fuch an ignoble difap- 
pointment. Certainly the Britifh troops attack- 
ed the fort in a very different manner from thp 
French^ and they failed for want of advancing 
.to afccnd the hill to the right and left, where it 
was pradicable, inftead pt halting at the foot of 
a fteep part of the hill they could not afcend, 
and remaining there to perifh at the mercy o^ 
the Spaniards. The various turns of war are fp 
^mcertain and precarious, as to elude the beft 
concerted plans of the ableft and moft vigilaijt 
commanders ; while trivial accident^ often lead tp 
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the nobleft viftories: and it would be an uncha- Chap. 
ritable pen, that pofitively afltrted the mifcondud VI. 
of fuch an expedition to any particular perfon •, ^^^ — ^r-^ 
but an impartial writer cannot avoid taking no- '74i* 
tice, that General Wentworth afted very impru- 
dently in not confulting Admiral Vernon upon 
the attack, who could have advifed a proper dit 
poHtion being made for it, and would undoubt* 
cdly have been ready to have given affiftance in 
it from the fleet: and it is certain the general 
never carried, nor fcnt, any of the officers that 
were to lead the attack, to La Popa, where he 
might have given them his proper diredions, 
and they have known how to have executed his 
orders to the beft advantage from their own ob- 
fervations ; who if they were direfted to carry on 
the attack to the right and left, took a contrary 
road from a miftake, principally owing* to their 
ignorance of the accelfible parts of the hill, which 
If they had opportunely afcended, like De Pointi, 
and lodged their men in the Spanifh intrench- 
ments, they would have been under cover againft 
all fire from the town, and thofe in the fort 
would not have dared to expofe themfelves over 
the walls to fire upon them ; fo they would have 
had a Ihort and eafy fap in a clay hill, to have 
mined under a corner of the fort and made a 
breach, if the garrilbn would have ftayed for 
giving them that trouble ; which it is probably 
they would not, but have rather chofe to abandon 
the fort as it was done to the French. 

When the land army were thus circumvented 
in their views, and too greatly diminifhed to re- 
new the aflault, there was not even the leaft pot 
Ability of reducing the town by the fire, from the 
fleet : the walls were too tenable to admit of any 
|)reach^ ei^cept on t)ie land fide, and there was 
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Part no hopes of ftorming it without. Indeed the 
I. Briti(h adaiiral fent in the Galicia, purpofely to 
— -v-*^ try what effefl: her guns would have upon the 
1741. walls, but found it too inconfiderable to do the 
Spaniards any other prejudice than deftroying 
their houfes : and as an uncontroverted evidence 
of the imprafticability of (hips of war approach- 
ing near enough to batter the walls, De Pointi 
was convinced they could perform no effeftual 
fervice ; for having ordered the Sceptre of 84 
guns, St Lewis of 64 guns, and Vermandois of 
60 guns, to advance and batter the city with 
their artillery, he found it ineffeftual, their (hot 
only reaching the tops of the houfes : he there- 
fore ordered them to retire, and afterwards con; 
fined his endeavours folely to the land, where 
the city of Carthagena is only liable to be 
taken. 

But the principal and moft unhappy accident 
that contributed to promote the ill fucce(s of the 
fiege of Carthagena, was occafioned by the arri- 
val of the land forces in America in the moft 
unhealthy part of the year. Every year is at- 
tended with one intemperate feafon that never 
miflfes this part of the Indian coaft; when the 
great rains, and violent thunder, fpread an infefti- 
on through the air, which fcatters a contagious 
diftemper, not only among fuch as arc ftrangers 
to the climate, but even among thofe that have 
been long inured to it, the very natives fre- 
quently finding it fatal to themfelves. The vio- 
lence of this inclement feafon was top heavily 
felt by the Briti{h troops, which fvvept them off 
the more fatally as the grcateft part of the army 
were raw and unfcafoncd men, inexpert in the 
ufe of arms, and incapable of enduring the fa- 
tigues of military difcipline in a climate of fuch 

intempcr 
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temperature: tt was this diminifbed the army Chap. 
finitely more than the Spaniards; it was this VI. 
rcafioned them to abandon the expedition j and ■— v— ' 
was this fo greatly enfeebled the furvivors, '74'* 
at on their arrival at Jamaica, many of the 
incipal officers, and great numbers of the men 
ere daily perilhing, through the infirmities 
ley had contra^ed on their unprofpcrous en- 
rprize. 
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CHAPTER I. 

From the death of the Emperof 
Charles VI. to the invafton of 
Silesia; containing an examin- 
ation of the pretendons of the 
houfcs of Bavaria and Bran- 

DENBURGH tO the AUSTRIAN fuC- 

cefHon. 

f'^HE houfc of Auftria had, foraCHAP. 
3* g""^^^ number of years, uninter- I. 
S^ ruptcdly enjoyed the imperial <vv**^ 
dignity ; but France, her perpe- 
tual competitor for power, had 
gradually clipped the wings of her 
foaringeagle, and greatly dimtnilhed the grandeur 
of that illuftrious family ; whofe declcnfion had 
fo manifeClly aggrandized the houfe of Bourbon, 
as to make that monarchy a formidable enemy 
to the other European powers. For while the 
Y 2 houfe 
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Part houfe of Auftria flourifhcd in a condition to op- 
II. pofc the defigns of France, the ballance of power 
was preferved, and the liberty of Europe remote 
from the deftruftion of an arbitrary and univcrfal 
monarchy : like Rome and Carthage, while they 
preferved an adequate ftrength, the mutual great- 
nefs of the one protefted the reft of mankind 
from the flavery and oppreflion of the other ; but 
no fooner was the houfe of Auftria deprefled by 
the treaty of Munfter in 1648, and thereby dif- 
mahtled of her principal ftrength on the Rhine, 
than Europe began to feel the force and fear the 
councils of France. 

Wrt E N Lewis XIV. fate upon the throne of 
France, it was apparent that crown, had either 
by the induftry of its fubjeds, the addrefs of its 
miniftry, or the negligence of its neighbours, 
arifen to that height of power (he had been long 
and laborioufly attaining. The French, for near 
a century had been always triumphant in their 
encroachments on their neighbours: from the , 
number of their troops, their readinefs in taking 
the field, the remiffnefs of their enemies, joined 
with their manner of interpreting the fenfe of 
their leagues and treaties, they had always^' fuc- 
ceeded in every thing they undertook ; the long 
feries of their good fortune made them arrogate 
to themfelves the titles of intrepid and invincible ; 
and in this reign France was arrived to'jbch an 
o^uberance of wealth, and fuch extent of influ- 
ence, as made her more juftly formidable to the 
reft of Europe j to whom it was no Icfs apparent, 
that the detigns which wealth and power natu- 
rally incite, of enlarging dominion and deprefll 
ing competition, had been long entertained by 
the French miniftry ) which as they terminated 
In nothing lels than univerfal empire, m the fup- 

preffion 
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predion of all the privileges, and the fubverfion Chap. 
of all the governments of Europe, it was the in- L 
variable and certain intereft of all the free part 
of mankind to defeat. 

The afpiring fpirit of the French monarch, 
prompted him to look on the powers of Europe 
as already doomed for his (kves and vaflals ; and 
elated with this ambitious view, in fancy great as 
Jupiter, he held the up-lifted bolt ready to hurl 
down on the heads of thofe whom he had devo- 
ted ti) deftrudion : but though providence has 
permitted an Alexander and a Caefar, as the in- 
ftruments of its own vengeance, to eitflave fome 
countries, and extirpate the human r^ce in others; 
heaven had now too tender an eye on the prefcr- 
vation of mankind, to fufFer the world to bow 
down and be trampled upon, beneath the feet of 
a Louis: and of this Europe (hould maintain a 
grateful remembrance, fince the prudent Naflp. 
au, and the immortal Marlborough, were fent, 
like two guardian angels, to avert the ftroke 
of tyranny, and procure happinefs to the world. 

To accomplilh this great and glorious end, 
the plan of politics purfued by the minifters of 
King William, and during the reign of Queen 
Ann, jill towards the latter end of it^ when a 
new miniftry began to take new meafures, > was, to 
diminifli the power of the houfe of Bourbon, then 
aiming at an acceflion of ftrength by uniting the 
Spanifh monarchy with France ; and increafe the 
power of the houfe of Auftria, as the moft efficacious 
method ofprefervingaballanceofpower in Europe^ 

In execution of this noble plan, the Bririfh na- 
tion, in 1688, formed an alliance with the Em- 
peror and the Dutch, which exifted for ten years ; 
when the Britilh nation, who were the foul of 
the confederacy, after Jofing 100,000 men, and 

con- 
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pAkT contrafting a debt of twenty millions, concluded 
11. a peace with great advantage to the Empire and 
Holland. This was followed by the partition 
treaty, whereby Naples, Sicily, and Lorrain, 
,were to be added lo the French dominions ; or if 
that crown fhould think fit to fct afide the treaty, 
upon the Spaniards refufing to accept it ; then the 
French would have pretenfions to the whole Spa- 
ni(h monarchy. And fo it proved in the event ; fpr 
•the then King of Spain, efteeming it an indigni- 
'ty to have thefe his territories cantoned out into 
parcels by other princes, during his own life, 
and without his confent, rather chofe to be- 
queath the monarchy entire to the Duke of An- 
* jou, a younger fon of France, becaufe he knew 
the natural averfion the Spaniards had ever held 
againft dividing their dominions. 

Th e Duke o\ Anjou fucceeded to the monar- 
chy of Spain, in breach of the partition treaty, 
this being fo great an addition to the power of 
France, left no hope5 of prefcrving the ballance 
of Europe ; becaufe that monarch would in cf- 
ifedt be king, while his grandfon had but the 
title, and thereby have a better opportunity than 
ever, of purluing his defign for univerfal empire. 
To prevent this acceffion of power in the houfe 
of Bourbon, in 1702, the grand alliance was 
formed, between the Emperor, Great Britain, 
and the Dutch, in conjundion with other pow- 
ers, againft France and her allies. The Duke 
of Marlborough, at the head of i50,ooo.mcn, 
appeared in Flanders, and carried in his foftune 
the fate of Europe, and profperity of Britain : 
Bavaria, Tallard, and Marfin, felt him on the 
plains of Blenheim, where the routed army of 
France, after the diminution of 30,000 men, 
chofe to throw tbemielves headlong into the JDa- 

jiube. 
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nube, rather than face about upon their conquc- Chap. 
ror ; the triumphant columns erected there, per- I; 
petuate their difgrace ; the introdudion of this vic- 
torious commander into the college of the Ger- 
manic princes ; the loud acclamations acknowledg- 
ing him the deliverer of Europe abroad; and 
the fweet-tuned numbers of Addifon at home; 
will remain to lateft pofterity, as faithful records 
of the feafonable afliftance of the Britifh arms ac 
the battle of Hochftet, and the glories of that 
immortal day. Villcroy was defeated by the* 
Britilh chief on the plains of Ramillies; Ven- 
dofme. Burgundy, and Berry, fhrunk before 
him at Oudenarde ; and Villars ibon participa- 
ted the fate of his predeceflbrs. Daring the 
courfe of ten cattipaigns, the Britifh general be- 
fieged no town but what he took, attacked no 
army but what he routed; the chiefs at Polfttiers, 
Creffy, and Agincourt, were now rivalled in 
fame; Marlborough was every where adive, 
and every where vidlorious. But the reputation 
of this glorious general was afterwards attacked ; 
the publick were debauched with impreffions of 
his affeftion for prolonging the war; he was dif- 
miiTed: the illuftrious Ormond fucceeded him, 
and foon after a fufpenfion of arms between 
Great Britain and France was proclaimed at thp 
head of both armies; and Great Britain, after fuft- 
aining the expence of fixty millions, and the ef- 
fufion of the blood of thoufands, in conjunftion 
with the Dutch, concluded a peace wit^i France 
by the treaty of Utrecht, on the iith of April 
17 1 3 ; whereby the dreaded union of the French 
and Spani(h crowns was efFedlually proven red, by 
folemn renunciations from the Duke of Arrjoii to 
the throne of France, and from the other p^^mces 
pfthe ^oufc of Bourbon to jhc crown ot Spiin. 

But 
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Part But the emperor, difcontented with this treaty, 
li. determined to try the efFeft of another campaign j 
and tne French and Spaniards, under^the Duke 
of Berwick, bent all their revenge againil Barce* 
lona ; where the abandoned Catalonians were ex* 
poled to all the horrors of a fiege, defl:ru£lion, 
famine, and mortality : it is not in the power of 
time to expunge this, blot on the Britilh glory; 
for who can name the Catalonians without a tear? 
Brave unhappy people! drawn into the war by 
an encouragement of the maritime powers, from 
whom only, a nation encompafled to the land by 
France and Spain, could hope for relief and pro- 
tedion 5 now delerted and open to the fe/ent- 
ment of an enraged prince, whofe perfon and 
intereft they had always oppofcd j and yet ftill fo 
fond of their antient liberties, that though hem-' 
med up in a neck of land by the forces of the 
two crowns, and clofcly befieged in Barcelona, 
they chofe rather, like their countrymen, the fa- 
mous Saguntines of old, toperifh with their wivCS 
and children, than live in flavery. How reverfc 
their prefent fituation from what it was when 
thefc very Catalonians alTifted the French againft 
the Spanilh king! France fo far from thus aban-f 
doning, obtained them the moft honourable con- 
ditions ; not a fingle man was then hurt, either 
in his perfon or privilege ; but now they were 
left furrounded with fire and fvyord, combating 
with every calamity. Poor unfortunate Catalo- 
nians, worthy of a better fate ! Good and graci- 
ous God ! to whom (hall be attributed the lofs of 
this brave people ! 

The Britifli nation apprehended, by this 

treaty, their miniftry had deviated from thq 

plan, intended to have been purfued on the com- 

^ mencement of the war, and th? Earl pf Qxford, 

who 
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"mho was tben the prime minifter, ifras impeached C^ aP., 

Ibr not puifuing it ^ the chief article igainft him . L 

being, that «< By the peace of Utrecht, he had 

** left the power of the bdufe of Auftria too 

*^ fmali in Italy and Flanders^ and the kiqigdoaat 

*^ of Spain under a fort of dependence upon the 

*< court of France/* 

Great difficulties remained unadjufted by 
that treaty, and much embarrafled all the afiairs 
•f Europe I yet in die following year, by the 
treaties oi Raftadt and Baden, the emperor an4 
France determined their differences i and by the 
treaty of London in 17 16, to augment the Au- 
ftrkn power in Italy, Naples^ and Sicily, were 
ceded to the emperor, in exchange for &rdinia» 
^hkh was granted to the Duke of Savoy ; but 
dii^ was not immediately complied with, and 
many differences fubfifted between the emperor 
Md Spain, till long after Sir Robert Walpdle 
began to have an influence over the Britifh couiv 
tils : his predeceflbrs, after entailmg a debt of 
fifty millions upon the nation, had been puzzled 
"With thefe difputes, and in endeavourii^ to ap- 
|ieafe them, had already by the quadru[de alliance 
in 1718, andfeverai fubfequent treaties and pro- 
ceeding$, in a great degree difgufted both thofe 
fdwets. At a time therefore, when the reins of 
the Britifh government fell into the hands of Sir 
Robert Walpole, it required fuperior abilides for 
foreign aflfairs, and another turn to extricate the 
nation out of thefe difficult circumftances. Buc^ 
iSontrary to that plan of politics lb eflentiaily ne- 
ceflary for the Britifli nation to purfue^ this mi- 
nifter, inftead of adhering firmly to the empe- 
ror, yielded to the views of Spain ; and by this 
ccMidud: highly provoked the emperor, which 
Spain ot^ferving, took that opportunity to ao 
VoL^ I. ^ conjr 
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Part commodate her own affairs with the imperia) 
II. court, and for this purpofe fent a minifter prir 
vatcly to Vienna, by whofe means treaties of 
peace, guaranty, and commerce, were concluded 
between the two courts in the beginning of the 
year 17^5. 

Th £ concluding of thefe treaties, and the good 
correfpondence thereby eftablilhed between the 
courts of. Vienna and Madrid, gave a mod \\j& 
and reafpnable alarm to France ; as Spain had 
received a recent a^ont from this court, by fend- 
ing back, that very year, the infanta, who bad 
been contradted in marriage to their young king^ 
whom they married the lapne year to the Frincefi 
Leozinfky, daughter of Staniflaus the depofed 
King of Poland. With the utmoft reafon to 
dread this formidable union, the court of France^ 
finding Ihe could not inftil any fears into th^ 
Dutch, had recourfe to the Britifh minifter, and 
endeavoured to fill him with dangerous appre; 
henfions from thofe treaties 5 for this purpole in- 
forming him, that there were fbme fecret article? 
by which the emperor and Spain had agreed .to 
take Gibraltar and Port Mahon, to defeat the 
proteftant fucceflion by rcftoring the pretenderi 
and to ruin the Britifli trade with Spain, by 
granting many conGderable advantages to the 
fubjeds of the emperor 5 reprefenting, that the 
* only way the Britilh nation had to guard againil 
thefe terrible defigns, was by cntef ing into a de- 
ferifive alliance with France. 

Jnfluei^ced by thefe French, follicit^tions^ 
Sir Robert Walpole ftumble'd upon the mqft un* 
lucky accident for the Britifh nation, finally acr 
ceffory to his own declenfion, and almoft to the 
J)allanc? of power in Europe. This was the ad- 
yancit)g the unnatural thefis of a necefiity tp pu^I 
''■•■-" '^ \ ' . . tlpwn 
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tloWn the pretended exbrbitant power of the houfe Ch ap, 
of Auftria, and in fccuring France againft the I. 
attacks of the Emperor and Spain ; the one dia- 
metrically oppofite to the honour, and the other 
to the intereft of Britain. Sir Robert apprehend- 
ed the peace was upon the point of being difturb- 
ed again, and fuffefing to be idlpofed on by 
France, exerted himfelf to forni a confederacy 
againft the emperor and Spain ; and according- 
ly the Hanover treaty was concluded between 
France, Pruffia, and Great Britain, the 23d of 
September 1725, about four months after the 
treaty between the emperor and Spain, conclu- 
ded at Vienna. This was entirely throwing the 
Britifli nation into the arms of France, and break- 
ing off from its old slnd natural connexion with 
the houfe of Auftria 5 for by a feparate article of 
this treaty. Great Britain engaged "In cafe war 
•* fhould be declared by the Empire againft 
** France, that though (he was not comprized 
•• in the declaration of fuch waf. Great Britain 
^* would aft in concert with France till fuch war 
** fhould be determined ;** and by virtue of the 
third article of the fame treaty, '* Should, if ne- 
ceflity required, declare war upon the Enii- 
pire." And thus, fays a celebrated French 
hlftorian, " By this treaty the Duke of Bourbon, 
•« then firft minifter to the moft chriftian king, 
** brought to maturity what his predeceflbrs had 
^* projedted, and France at length attained what 
*^ fhe had fo long wifticd, a dif-union between 
** Great Britain and the houfe of Auftria, fof 
** which ftie had viinly expended fuch irnmcnfe 
*^ fums in the preceeding reign." 

The prefervation of France was thus ftrongly 
fccured, and the houfe of Auftria dcferted and 
coofederated againft by its natural and old ally, 

Z 2 and 
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Part and without all doubt the rafluieis erf" this m^ 
IL fure had commenced a war, wUch would h^^ 
ruined the ballance of power in Europe withoW 
refburce ; the powers of the grand alliance being 
now upon the point of purfuing the deftru&ioQ 
of each other, with the &me determined rancour- 
which they had formerly exerted agiedQQ: their 
common enemy the French : if the emperor had 
not with a happy moderation, himfelf opened a 
way to bring this meafure to an accomm(>jadoii| 
for this monarch, notwithftanding all the indig- 
nities that had paflfed, and all the provocatiott 
he had received, ftill retained a juft fenfe bock 
of his obligations and his intereft to cukivatt 
the andent friendlhip of the houfe of Aiiftria 
with Great Britain, was willing to overlook 
all that was pafled, and prevented one of the 
pretended fubjecls of animofity, by agreeing 
to the fuipenfion of the Oftend company. Upon 
which a new preliminary treaty was figned IK Vi^ 
enna, in June, 1727, whereby the emperor was 
foon after induced to alliance with Great Britaun 
againft Spain, and at the congrefs held at Soif* 
fons, the intereft of Britain was re-united with 
the imperial court. No fooner was this remnion 
completed, but the Britifh minifter began to be 
as much frightened at the variance, as he had 
been terrified before with the union of the empe- 
ror and Sp^n ; he therefore, with a ftrange al* 
teration of condud, in conjundion with France 
and Spain, concluded the treaty of Seville, in 
November, 1729. The emperor was entirely un-- 
acquainted with this treaty till it was concluded^ 
and no wonder, for it contained an article, wbick 
has fince proved, as he always Ibreiaw it would^ 
of the moft fatal confequence to his luljan do^ 
inif^ions ; this article was the immediate adim^ 

fion 
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fion ef 69000 Spanifb troops into Tnioany, Par- Cb af. 
ma^ ^nd Placentta, to fecure the rcverlk^n of L 
thfife dates, aftsr the deaths of their refpe&ite 
piin^es, to Don Carlos \ which, in the quadra* 
pie alliance, the emperor had confented to be 
d<me only by neutral forces, and even that veiy 
much againft his inclination ; thefe territories be- 
ing 6efis of the empre. 

Such preventive tneaftires gave France an op> 
portunity of influenciDg the Britiih mmiftry, who 
were now upon the point of joining not only 
France, but of uniting with the whole houfe of 
Bourbon againft the emperor, and the whole 
Germanic body : but though the emperor at firft 
determined to refift the execution of this treaty, 
at length be confented to this ruinous meafure ; 
and with tears in his eyres, by the treaty of the 
i6eh of March, 1731, agreed to admit a prince 
oithe Bourbon line to eftablifh a dominion in 
Ifaly, at the expence of his own territories ; fub- 
nitttbg to make this facrifice, on condition of 
guaranteeing the pragmatic fandtion, being wil- 
ling not even yet to defpair that the Britifh na- 
tion would at lad be convinced of, and abandon 
Its errcH-s. 

The Spanifh troops had not been long landed 
in Italy, before an alliance was formed between 
France, Sardinia, and Spain, to invade the Au- 
ftrian dominions in that country ; in 1733, they 
attacked the Milanefe, and (bon made an entire 
conqueft of that duchy. 

The emperor, confiding in the engagements 
of Great Britain to fupport the pragmatic lanfti- 
qn, had withdrawn his troops from Italy ; and as 
the French in 1734 had attacked him in the em- 
pire, and were alfo endeavouring to bring an 
•Ottoman army againfl: him, his imperial majefty 

found 
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Part found it was impofllble for him long to make 
IL bead alone^ againft the different attacks made, 
and meditated upon the Empire itfelf and his he- 
reditary countries, and to defend his Italian po{^ 
feffions at the fame time^ In that perilous inter- 
val he called upon Great Britain to execute her 
late treaty ; imploring her in the mod pathedc 
terms, not to defert an old, a faithful, and a fin* 
cere ally, fo firiftly united by all the bonds of mutu- 
al affeftion and mutual iecurity, in a time of fuck 
imminent diftrefs, a diftrefs which the Briti(hcoun^ 
cils, and his acquiefcence to them, had reduced 
him to. But all thefe remonftrances proving in^ 
eflFeftual, and the emperor procuring no aflift- 
ance from England, after the misfortune of fee- 
ing the kingdoms of Naples and Sicily ra^lhed 
out of his cuftody, and added to thepofleflions of 
the houfc of Bourbon, in exchange for Parma, 
Flacentia, and Tufcany, was obliged to accejpt of 
a very difadvantageous treaty of peace in 1 736 ; 
and in this (icuation did the houfeot Auftria remain 
with the European powers, till the year 1740. 

Germany had but lately enjoyed a (tate of 
tranquility, in which the houfe of Auftria had 
not recovered time to recruit her loffes, occafion- 
ed by the war with France, and the late unfuccefi^ 
ful alliance with RuITia againft the Turks \ when- 
fhe was again plunged in the greateft diffiq^lties^ 
by the death of the Emperor Charles Francis VL 
This monarch died at his palace of Favonta, 
near Vienna, on the 9th of Oftober, . 1 740 y 
leaving iffue only two daughters, the eldeft of 
which, Maria Therefa Walpurge, on the ift of 
February, 1726, married the Duke of Lorrain, 
for whom, by the fucceeding treaty of Vienna^ 
the emperor obtained the grand duchy of Tus- 
cany on the extindion of the houfe of Mcdicis, 

and 
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f»nd intended to have got him elefled king of Ciiap<. 
jhe Romans ; a ftep fo falutary for the rcpofe of I. 
the Empire, could not have failed anfwering th^ 
jcmperor-s expeftations in preventing. ?iny con- 
jtention? of fucceeding to the imperial dignity 5 
but the reafbn that induced the emperor to defer 
taking fo necelTary a ftep^ is attributed to his, re- 
liance on the pragmatic fandion^ 

As this imperial ordinance, or decreb, (6 ge- 
nerally known by the name of the pragmatic 
](an£lion, is not univerfally underftood, it may 
pot be improper to give a fummary explication 
pf it. Pragmatic, according to the etymology, 
lignifies, in one fenfe, expert, bufy, belonging 
(o the civil cQurts ; and in another conftrudlion, 
implies fomething that regards the matter in ge- 
liieral, ab(lra£ted from circumftances or perfops; 
and in the latter fenfe, feems to have been taken 
by, the emperors in relation to the prcfenf. matter. 
This ordinance was the refult or the Emperor 
Xocopold's concern to avoid the fatal confequences 
that ipight probably 'attend the failure of male 
iflue in his family •, for which purpofe he formed 
a defign, to fettle the fucceffion of his hereditary 
dominions in the female line, as the only way Co 
prevent the revolutions that might otherwife hap- 
pen. The eldeft branch of the houfe of Auf- 
tria being extinfl: in Charles II, King of Spain, 
gave Leopold a favourable opportunity of com- 
pleting his projed'; accordingly he commbhicated 
the fcheme to his two fons Jofeph and Charles, 
afterwalrds emperors, who jointly appjroved of 
it ; their father then delivered it to his Aiini'fters, 
who carried it through the feveral diets of the 
Empire, where it received all the yaliaity'thofe 
^uguft aflemblies could give it. Upon his death 
bis eldeft fon fucceedejl him as emperor ; and 

by 
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Part by his We Wilbdmina Amelia, dangbtet tf 
IL John Frederick, Duke of Hanover, had ifibfc 
only two daughters, Maria Jofepha, married at 
Drcfden id 1 7 1 9 to Augoftus, Eleftoral Pribob 
of Saxony, now Eleftor, and King of EV>land| 
and Maria Amelia, married at Munich in \^ii 
to Charies Aibert, afterwards Eiedor of Bavaiift 
and Emp&ror of Germany 3 who died withcMt 
making any pardcular di^iofidons in this inftm* 
ment. He was fucceeded by his brother Qiarieil^ 
and hb only (on dying an infant, on the \kt(k 
of the eldeft daughter Maria Therefa Walpui]^^ 
in 17 17, the Emperor Charles began to- think ef 
fecuring to her that fncceQion, which in right tk 
Mood Ihould after his deceafe revert to tbt 
daughters of his brother. The pragmatk fime- 
tion, as made by his father, was not futicient 
Ibr this purpofe; but the &me authority thM 
made the one, and intailed the Auftrian eftatt 
upon female iflile, could make another and coH- 
mie the intail to his own pofterity. Accondt- 
ingly he had another fimilar inftrument drawa 
up in favour of hb own children, whether mde 
or femalCf which was agreed to by a council 
held for that purpofe ; fix months after, in the 
year 1720, it gained the approbation of the he^ 
reditary dominbns, and was fworn to by dit 
dates and magiftrates: but other courts, for&> 
feeing the difficulties that might attend fodi at 
engagement, were not over forward to goaraur 
tee it. The courts of Great Britain and France, 
chough at that time mediators between the Em* 
peror and King of Spain, refufed to take thtt 
lure ty (hip upon them, which produced the firft 
treaty of Vienna in 1725, between their impe- 
rial and catholic majefties, whereby Spain, in 
confideration of the celTion of Naples and Sicily 

became 
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becamb guarantee to the new pragmatic iahc- ChXp« 
tipn: in 17I6 it was virtually guaranteed by I. 
Ruflla, atid fom^ months after it was declared a 
public law, by a cohcluGon of the general diet 
df the Empire. In 1 73 1 , by the fecond article of 
the fecond treaty of Vienna^ Gr^at Bf Itain took 
drf her the fame guarantee ; as did the States 
Qeneral^ and King of Denmark irt 173^, the 
Eledtpr of Saxony in ^1733 ; and by thefaft treaty 
^Vienna in 1738 France alfo confirmed it, for 
l&e furrendier of Lorrain, 
' Thb princes of the empire, who oppofed the 
6higmatic lan(SHbn, were the Eledor of Bavaria^ 
llic jEledor Palatine, arid the Bifhop of Freifin- 
^n arid Ratifbon. The Elcftor of Bavaria 
rounded a claim, in right of his wife, as next 
fucceflbr to the Auftrian dominions, if the erii- 
peror died without iflue male \ and alfo in right 
pf his family, laid pretentions orl the duchy o^ 
l/pper Auftria, which antiently belonged to 
Bayaria, to the country of Tirol, and to the 
M^rqqifate of Burgau in Suabia, all poiTefftd by 
thc'houfe of Auftria. The bifhop being a Ba- 
rariap prince, and both his dioceffes furround- 
ed by that eledlorate, was eafily prevailed on td 
opjpbfe the imperial ordinance 5 but what vieW 
pr interefl could produce the Eledlbr Palatine 
tD fuch an oppofition was not fo manifeft,- if not 
to an averHon he always profefTed againft the 
hpufc of Auftria, of elfe by his attachment to 
the King of France, who had deelafcdrn favour 
of the Prince of SuUzbach^ nephew to the 
clcftor, 

Upom th6 death of the em^pcfbi^^ the Arch- i74^# 
Puchefs Maria Thcrcfa, his eld^ft daughter^ 
was the fame day, donfbrmable to the drfpofitioii 
Bjiade by the pragmatic fanAion, prooaimed 

Vol. r. A* Qjjcen 
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Part Queen of Hungary and Bohemia, Princefs of 
II. Tranfilvania, Arch-Dbchefs of Auftria, anct 
fucceffor to all the provinces and hereditary do- 
minions of her illuftrious boiife. Thefe domi-' 
nions confifted, of the kingdom of Hungary^ 
the kingdom of Bohemia, the principality of 
Tranfilvania, the duchy of Silefia, the' mar- 
graviate of Moravia, the arch-duchy of Aut 
tria, the duchies of Stiria, Carinthia, Sclavooia, 
Carniola, part of Croatia and Bofnia, with all' 
Morlachia, the county of Tirol, and the bifliop- 
ric of Trent; in Italy, the duchies of Milan, 
Mantua, Parma, and Placentia, befides Tufa-' 
ny, belonging to the griand duke ; in Germany, 
feveral teritories in Suabia 5 and in the Low 
Countries, all that belonged there to the Spanilh' 
monarchy. If extent of territories, and num- 
ber of fubjefts, alone conftituted power, the po' 
tency of her Hungarian majefty would have 
been nothing inferior to any nionarch in Eu- 
rope ; the area of her dominions being twice a^ 
Jkrge as that of France, including.the conquered 
provinces, and containing feventeen millions 01 
inhabitants : the forces the late emperor main- 
tained in the year 1728, when there was a pro^ 
found peace, were 145,000 men, but in the 
month of Oftober 1733, that number was aug- 
ftiented to 180,000; and to fupport fo'gfeat art 
army, the annual revenue, collefted throughout 
his whole dominions, generally amounted td; 
about' nine millions and a half of pounds fte'r- 
ling> : But though her Hungarian majefty"fu(> 
ceeded to fo long a train of magnificent titles, 
and the a<!lual pofTeflrion of two potent king* 
doms, and- a variety df noble provinces, theif 
wide disjunction rendered them incapable of a 
. mutual fupporfj^ they were ill provided For dfe^ 

feAcc, 
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/ence, impoverilhed with continual taxes, and Chap. 
Jiable jto litigious claims. L 

The young queen iffued iaamediatc orders for *--^v-*^ 
completing all the regiments in her fervice ; the J 74^- 
jftates of Hungary, Bohemia, Auftria, and the 
other hereditary provinces, were fummoned to 
meet ; and a few days after, her majefly^ by a 
public aft, affociated the grand duke her hut 
band in the regency. On the i ft of December 
the ftates of Auftria aflembled, as did the ftates 
of Hungary and Bohemia about the fame time 5 
they acknowledged her majefty as their fove- 
reign, and not only granted the neceflary fup- 
plies, but the ftates of Bohemia agreed to lend 
Jier majefty 500,000 florins. 

Th e queen dilpatched her ambafladors to the 
xefpcdlive courts of Europe, notifying her ac- 
ceffion to the throne of Hungary, and the other 
hereditary dominions of the houfe of Anftria. 
France made the moft folemn declarations invi- 
.olably to preferve the pragmatic fanftion ; while 
Saxony, PrufCa and Hanover, promifed to fup- 
port it, not only with their intereft, but if nc- 
cefl&ry, by the troops of their eledoral domini- 
ons: though the Eledor of Bavaria returned 
her niajefty's letters of notification unopened, 
and declared his refolution of difputing the fuc- 
ceflion, by his ambaflador, to all the minifters 
.then refiding at Vienna ; and for this purpofe, 
to his former claims, he now fet up another to 
the whole of her Hungarian majefty*s dominie- 
ons, under the will of Ferdinand I. With this 
view, the eledlor alledged, in a memorial pre- 
fented in November 1740, by his minifter at the 
court of Vienna, ' That Ferdinand, being then 
' King tof the Romans, in 1546, having 
* married his daughter Anne to puke Albertj, 

h^ z * foil 
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Part ^ fon of Duke William of Bavaria, a claufe was 

II. * inferted in the marriage contraft,^ ** That 

. — sr-*^ *• the Arch-Duchefs Anne, in confidecation of 

^746. «« her dowry, Ihould rciiouncc all paternal and 

" maternal inheritance with this refervc ; that 

** if the male defcendants of the houfe of Aot 

." tria, not only thofe of her father Ferdinand, 

" but a)Ib of bis brmhw the Emperor Charles V. 

^' O)ouid fail^ anc) the fopceflion devolve tp the 

«< daughte?-, the fald Arch-IJhichefs Anne; and 

*' her heirs, fhould be admitted to inherit all 

^.^ that they might pretend to, as well in regard 

.**- to the kingdom of Hungary apd the provinces 

*' depending on it, as in regard to the princi- . 

f^ palities and dominions of the houfe of Auftria,'' 

* And that by a claufe in the will of the Em* 

* peror Ferdinand he declares/ " Th^t if his 
5' wife, and all his Ions, Ihould die without law- 
'" fu) liTue, one of his daughters ihould fucceed 

*' in quality of lawful heirefe to the kingdoms 
** of Hungary and Bohemia*,** * And by 4 

* codicil annexed to the will the 4th of Fcbru- 

* ary 1547, he confirmed this difpofition, and 

* exprefsly declared, " That in the above cafe^ 
'* the kingdoms of Hungary and Bohemia 
" .Ihould be the inheritance of the eldeft of his 
" daughters, who (hould then be living/* And 
the eledor infifted, that Ferdinand did not 
thereby intend, that in cafe of failure of the 
fnales, his daughter the Princefs Anne, who by 
fhe death of her filler Elizabeth was then the 
eldeft, as (he likewife was at the death of her fa- 
ther, Ihould be put behind the laft arch-duch- 
cfTcs born at that time, and who might be ftill 
living when the fuccefllon Ihould lie open •, where- 
fore he referved 10 that princefe, by the marriage 
Contraft, her hereditary right and pretenfions, 
' ' " ^ * • as 
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as likewiie to her heirs and deicendants, which Gh^f. 
put the matter entirely out of difpute. To L 
make his tide the more demonftrable, theele&or — sr 
jdfo cited another article of the will, where it is 174^* 
Aid, ** That in cafe the Emperor Charles V. 
** Aould alfo die without male iffue, or that af- 
^^ ter his death his mak heirs jfhould become ex- 
^* tin£l ; the Auftrian dominions (hould devolve 
*• to, and be inherited by, thofe who had a 
•^ right to them.** And infers that it did not 
appear bow this could be applied to any but the 
Princefe Anne, who was called to the fucceflion 
not only by her right of feniority, but alfo by 
the reverfion ftipulated in her marriage contradl : 
alledging that the kingdoms of Hungary and 
•Bohemia having been brought by Ferdinand in- 
to the houfe of Auftria, he was confequently the 
Qrft acquirer, and to him belonged the right and 
power of difpofal of them ; this he did in fa- 
ifour of his eldeft daughter, married into the 
houfe of Bavaria, and her lawful defcendants; 
itom that eldeft daughter the houfe of Bavaria 
defeends in a dired and uninterrupted line ; and 
the ekdor infiHed, that the right of this houfe 
became indifpucable, when it was conlidered 
thaf Ferdinand I. firmly infifted on the order 
of primogeniture eftablifhed in regard to the 
fucceflfion of the male dcfcendants, and that he 
followed the fame order in cafe the fucceffion 
ihpuld devolve to the females. 

This memorial was accompanied with a pro- 
teft by the Bavarian minifter, importing *' That 
•* the Elcdor of Bavaria, in conjunftion with 
•* fome other ftates of the Empire, had demonf- 
*' trated how attentive he had been to maintain 
** his rights fince the guarantee ofthepragma- 
f^ tic (andion -, and that his eledoral highnefs 

being 
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<^ being conftant to hi; principles, thought hio^ 
." felf obligejd to negleft no opportunity, tofo 
" cure himfelf and his family againft the prcjq- 
J7f.9- " dices that might refult from the acceptance of 
'^^ the faid guaranty ; and as the arch-duchefs bad 
challenged to herfelf the poflefBoa of all the 
kingdoms and dominions of the Auftri^n fuc- 
ceffion, the eledtor found himfelf indifpenfa- 
bly obliged to proteft in the mod folemn 
** manner, againft thp order of fucceffion efti* 
bliftied by the pragmatic fandtion, fo prema- 
ture, illegal, and prejudicial to his rights-; 
referving to himfelf, without any reftridion, 
the maintenance of the faid rights, and thofc 
of his family." And on the delivery of this 
memorial and proteft, the Bavarian miniftcr, 
without taking leave, abruptly departed from 
the CQUrt of Vienna. 

Th e Queen of Hungary being »tbus fenfibly 
attacked in her legal fucceffion ; tp vindicate, her 
right, communicated by her minifters. to the 
diet, and foreign courts, a declaration in anfwer 
to thei above memorial, whereby to invalidate 
the eledor's pretenfions, " That the eldcft 
** daughter of Ferdinand, and her defcendants, 
*^ ought to fucceed immediately on failure of 
*' the iffue male of the houfe of Auftria ; " her 
nnajefty declared, fuch a claufe was fo far from 
being mentioned in the will of the faid emperor, 
that, quite the contrary, it fays " That the eldcft 
*^ daughter of the Emperor Ferdinand I. who 
*' Ihould be then alive, fhould fucceed to the 
two kingdoms of Hungary and Bohemia, 
with a preference when there were no de- 
*' fcendants living from her three brothers y '* 
ind that her majefty, as cldeft daughter of the 
laft furvivor of the males, ought to have the pre- 
ference 
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f^rence of fucceflion, according to the cxprefi Chap; 
dilpofitions of the will ; efpecially as it is a truth I. 
sfgreed by the civilians, that when a fucceffion is o^^^/'v-r 
in difpute, which does not exclude the females, I74^* 
rfiey ought to be included under the denoriiina- 
tion of lawful defcendants ; and that confequent- 
ly the eleftor^l houfe of Bavaria had not the 
rfiadow of a' pretenfion to difpute a fucceffion 
With her majefty, which God, nature, and air 
faiw§, and particularly the ufage of her archi- 
4ucal family fecured to her, 
' Ais the Eleftor of Bavaria always protefted a- 
gainfl: the pragmatic fanftion, the powers of 
Europe were no ways furprized at thcfe declara- 
doOs, nor from his 6wn abilities were their con- 
fequences to be dreaded, as his whole annual 
Avenue never exceeded one million fterling, and 
his forces were too feeble, without affiftance, to 
iStrt his rights by the fword. But the court of 
Munich, fince the treaty of Munfter in 1648, 
being wholly devoted to the intereft of France ; 
^nd it being confpicuous, the court of Verfaillcs 
had long affifted the electoral houfe, as a falcon 
fed and cherifhed only to fly at the royal eagle 
6f Auftria on every opportunity ; it was therefore 
juftlyto be fufpefted, France, notwithftanding 
her declaration to preferve the pragmatic fandHon, 
would enterfere in favour of the eledor, cither 
in the fiicceffion, or in the elcftion of an emperor ; 
which the Eleftor of Mentz, as arch-chancellor 
of the empire, had fixed for the i6th of Febru- 
ary, The elecftor, during this year, "was incapa- 
ble of any military operations to enforce his prc- 
tcnfions, and contented himfelf with the refult of 
the cabinet. But the tranquility of her Hunga- 
rian majefty was difturbed by a fudden and violent 
ftorm from another quarter, from whence as it 
■^ was 
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Part was the Icaft expedled, it therefore occafioned % 

II. more general furpriic. 
»,i-%^— ^ Upon the death of the late emperor, no prin^' 
.^74^ in Europe gave greater aflurances of his relblucion 
to fupport the pragmatic fandion than the King 
of PruflTia ; and it was universally belifeved I19. 
would be one of the firmed friends of the houl^ 
of Auftria. This young monarch, on the deatb 
of the emperor, recruited his regular troops. 
and colledled an army of 100,060 men. At 6i^ 
this proceeding was difregarded, becaufe aU thf 
princes in Germany were recruiting their forces, 
to preferve the empire from any occafional dUr, 
turbances ; and it was more particularly vcm^^ 
ed, that his majefty was preparing to aflift tlie 
Queen of Hungary againit any atuck fron^ ]^' 
varia. Far otherwife tended the views of this 
enterprizing monarch ; he found himlclf at tbc 
)?ead of a potent nation, with a (landing army of 
80,000 com|;tIetefoldiers, and an annual revenue 
of two millions flerling •, and grew impatient tp 
manifeft his own capacity, and the power of his 
arms, to the reft of Europe. In this he was neither 
in want of powerful incentives, or plaufible pre- 
tences. He infixed on an inconteftable right, ini 
the royal and eledtoral family of Brandenburgbi^ 
to the principalities and lordibips of Jagerndorfft' 
Lignitz, Brieg, Wohlau, Beuten, Oderberg, anj 
other territories in the duchy of Silcfia ; pardy 
founded upon antient pads of fuccefCon and co- 
fraternity, between his predeceflbrs in the eledo- 
ral dignity, and the dukes of SileHa, Lignitz, 
Brieg, and Wohlau ; as well as upon other cpn^ 
trovtrrtible titles. For George Frederick, Duke 
of Jagcrndorfi, having no children, by his laflt 
will, bequeathed that duchy, which he had a 
right to difjxifc of under ^he jpermifllon granted 

by 
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by Lewis King of Bohemia, to' thd Margrave Ch a i; 
George, who had purchafed the duchy from the J. 
Lords 6f Schellenbcrg in 1524 -> and alfo the he- < — n^^^.j 
• Ifeditary lordfliips of Lubfchutr, Oderberg, Bcu- ^7^ 
. ten, Tarnowitz, and other dependencies, to the 
de<^oral houfe of Br^ndeiiburg : which on his 
death defcended to Joachim-Frederic, then E- 
ledor of Brandenbiirg, who took pofleflion ot 
the duchy of Jagiu'ndbrf and of all its depen? 
dencies ; and in 1607 granted it to his youngeft 
ion, the Margrave John-George ; who, during^ 
the troubles of Bohemia^ allying himfelf witli^ 
Frederic V. Eleftor Palatine, engaged in a' 
btoody war wit|i the Erapdror Ferdinand II. 
the emperor afteiWards difpoflcflcd the margrave' 
of his duchy^of Jagiirndorf, and put him to ^he' 
ban of the empire in the year 16235 under 
Which he died the year following ; and his fon^- 
hdrig thus. deprived of his patrimony, dying in' 
1542, with him was extinA the appatiaged 
bhinch of Brandenburg to which Jagurndorf be- 
Icmged. The duchy then fell, with all its de- 
pendencies, to the elcfloral line, as an inherit- 
ance which by right belonged to the males of 
the family : and as his Prufiian majeily infifted, 
that even the children of a vaflal, convifted of 
felony, could not be deprived of the natural 
right they have to the fief of which the family 
has received the invcftiture, becaufe they do not 
hold their right of fucceflion of the laft poffeffor, 
but of the wijl and difpofition of the perion from 
whom their fief originally defcends; and that 
the laft pofleflbr of an hereditary fief, muft tr^nf- 
mit it to his relations of the collateral line ; there- 
fore as the houfe of Auftria had been in the ^f-^ 
feffion and enjoyment of the duchy ^nd revenue? 
Vol. l |kb almpft 
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Part almoft a hundred years, his Pruflian majefty 
12. thought fit to reclaim it. 

^"■■^v--*-^ As to the duchies of Lignitz, Brieg, and Woh- 
J 749- lau, the antient Dukes of IJgnitz, defcendcd 
from the Piafts, were fovercigns in their domi* 
nions, and governed them as a country free and 
hereditary in their family, without fubjedion to 
the Kings of Poland or Bohemia, or even de- 
pending on any one. But in the year 1329, 
they ofiered in fief to Johii of Lutzenberg King 
of Bohemia, as well their duchies and principali- 
ties, as their other eftates ; declaring, as appears 
by the firft letters of inveftiture, '* That the oflFcr 
'* was voluntary -, that they poffcflcd their terri- 
^f tories as perfonal and hereditary eflates ; and 
V intended to hold them alfp for the future as 
** hereditary fiefs, prcferving all their rights and 
** privileges." And by other letters, granted 
by King Uladifias in the year 151 1, the fiefs 
and ftates of Lignitz, are declared ** To be he- 
*< reditary and alienable •, fo that the Dukes of 
*< Lignitz fhould preferve their antient privileges 
^^ to fell, mortgage, or alienate all their eftatcs 
** and poffeflions.** Upon this Robert Frederic, 
Duke of Lignitz, executed a treaty of Unjon and 
hereditary cofraternity with Joachim the fecond, 
Eleftor of Brandenburg, in the year 1537, fign- 
ed and confirmed by oath ; whereby the Duke 
of Lignitz, by confent of the prelates, lords, 
gpntlemen, and other his fubjefts, agreed, 
♦* That in cafe he, or his male defendants, (hould , 
*' die without ifliie male, that all his principa* 
f' liciesand eftates, and all that his defcendants 
^' fhould leave behind them, Ihould belong to 
^' the Eleftor Joachim and his heirs male, from 
^V generation to generation for ever; and in fail- 
le ijrc thereof, to his b*chcr Prince John, Mar- 

" grave 
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^^ grave of Brandenburg^ in like nianhct-; and inCftAP. 
•• default of them, to luch of the Margraves of L 
** Franconia who ihould fit oft the eleftoral '— v— ^-^ 
•* throne: And that when fuch cafe (hbuld hap- '74^* 
*' pen, it fhould be lawful for the Eleftor of 
" Brandenburg to put himfelf aftually in poffef- 
" fion of the territories of Lignitz, Bricg, Woh- 
'^ lau, and all their, appertenances, his houfe 
•* having already received the homage 6f them ; 
*' with a refervation, to render thefervices due to 
** the crown of Bohemia." But on the i8ch of 
May 1546, Ferdinand I. King of Bohemia^ 
publifhed an edift, declaring " That the Duke 
'* of Lignitz had not a right to make hereditary 
*« treaties of cofraternity ; " and the king, a^ 
Lord Paramount of the fiefs of Silefia, annulled 
and abolifhcd the &me ; obliging the Duke of 
Lignitz, and his two fons, to renounce the trea- 
ty with the houfe of Brandenburg, though they 
had confirmed it by a folemn oath, and even 
forced them to acknowledge, that after the death 
of the lad male of their family^ the duchies and 
principalities of Lignitz^ Brieg, and Wohlau^ 
ought by right immediately to revert to the King 
of Bohemia. 

This was looked upon b(^h by the- Duke of 
Lignitz and Eledor of Brandenburg as unjufl ; 
for that the treaty was neither prejudicial to the 
crown of Bohemia, nor derogatory froiii the in- 
feoffment of the country of Lignitz^ and its ap^ 
purtenances. The eledtor maintained the validity 
of the treaty, and vindicated his right, acquired 
m fo lawful a manner, with a reiblution to 
prcfcrve the fame to his family 5 and kept 
the original a£ls^ as authentic proo6 of his 

right. 

Bb2 Th^ 
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The male line of the Dukes of Dgnitz b£- 
coming extinA, by the death of George- William, 
in the year 1675, the duchies of Lignitz, Biieg,, 
and Wohlau, fell to the eledloral houfe of Brai 
denburg. On this occafion^ the Elector Frede- 
ric-William, furnamed the Great, did not ne^^ii^ 
gle^ reprefenting to the Imperial court the righi 
he had to the fuccefllon of Lignitz ; and upoic^ — :] 
hi^ reiterated folllcitations, the Emperor ~ 
ordered the Chancellor of Ugnitz to exammi 
iQ(Q, arid fend him his opinion on the affair 
but the cbanpelior's report being diiatisfacbory 
the Imperial court, in the years 1685 and 168^ 
endeavours were ufed for adjufting the control 
verted rights by an agreement ; and the Impen- 
al court, to facilitate the means of obtaining it, 
cJonfcflted to deliver to the eleftor the circle of 
Schibus, Htuated in Silefia, and the ceifion$of 
the Prince of Lichtenftein*s pretenfions to cer- 
tain iordihlps of Eaft-Friefeland, amooiiungto 
great fums. The offer was accepted, and a tr&ir* 
ty was accordingly concluded* ; bUt at the fiune 
tim^e as this convention was made with the Elec- 
tor of Brandenburg, the Imperial minifter fecret* 
ly engaged the eledtoral prince his fon, to pro- 
I9ire,,'t^at upon his Coming to the regency of 
the ftates, he w6uld reCbre all that was yielded 
tip to the eledlpr his father, and annul the con- 
vention that had been made after fo many diffi- 
tulties ; and this minifter having drawn up rever- 
fals, or an aft of fecurity, to that purpofe, after 
many importunities, bbtained theeledoral prince's 
hand to the .faid reverfaJs ; whereby the eledor 
was deceived in the acquifirion of Schrbus, and 
his fon, by the greateft artifice and. invention, 
drawn into a private negotiation, to the preju- 
dice of the whole electoral family. Frederic- 
William 
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l^illiam dying in the year 1686, his fon FreSe- Ghap. 
•ic III. fuGcceded hitri in the ^kfikoratfeV and af- I; 
ierwards became firft King of Prdfim. As foon ^^^Sr-v- 
IS that prince had taken poffeflfeti ol" die regeh- «H^* 
?^, the houfe of Auftria dctrmndcd the cxecutioii 
af what was contained in the reverfefe 5 but the 
slle^or acquainting his minifters of the tranfefti- 
*h, defired their opinion on the affair ; and upoxt 
2t ttiature deliberation, their advice was, ** That 
■^ the reverfals in queftion, being contrary tp 
^ the conventions made in the "houfe ofDranden- 
■^ burg, and having been fubreptitioufly ob^ 
^ tained. Were neither binding according to 
** law, nor according to natural right.'* It was 
thus reprefented to the Auftrian miniftry, and 
the reverfals demanded back again : but the 
Chancellor of Bohemia, refufing to deliver them^ 
anfwered, *^ That if his eledtoral highnefs would 
** not reftore the country of Schibus, it (hould 
-** be re-taken by force." Some years paffed 
with fruitlefs follicitations, and nothing being 
determined in the affair of Schibus, at length the 
cleftor, growing weary of this whole negotiation,* 
in the year 1695 re-delivered the country to the 
Iflaperialifts, on payment of an inconfidcrable 
igm,. witjiouc any renunciation of the four princi- 
palities of Jagurndorf, Lignitz, Brieg, and Woh- 
iau. Therefore his PruQian majefty affirmed, 
that as foon as the houfe of Auftria re-entered on 
the podeflion of Schibus^ which had been ceded 
by it as an equivalent for thofe duchies in Silcfia, 
the royal and eleftoral houfe of Pruflia re-entered 
ilifo to the rights Ihe had on thofe duchies, which 
liad been kept up by fucceflion ; efpecially as the 
houfe of Auilria could not perform her promife 
to relation to the pretentions of the houfe of 
X-ichcenftein. And as a further confirderation for 

the 
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Part the Queen of Hungary and Bohemia, to reftoftf 

II. at leaft to the houfe of Brandenburg the princi** 

^^^\r^ palities and lordihips in Silefia that were devolved 

I74CX to it, his Pruflian majefty infilled, that thofe 

duchies are hereditary eftates only in the male 

line, and were never tranfmitted to the females ; 

befides thofe (Utes had furrendered a formal 

homage to the lioufe of Brandenburg: and as 

the eledors had never been able to obtain re- 

drefs, on account of the great power to which 

the houfe of Auftria had arrived by fitting on 

the Imperial throne ; on the declenHon of their 

grandeur, his Pruflian majefly embraced the op 

porcunity of afTerting his rights. 
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CHAPTER II. 

From the invafion of Silesia in De- 
cember 1740, to the furrender of* 
BRiEGin 1741; containing the 
fiege of Glogaw, and battle of 

MOLWITZ. 

AS there were feveral claimants to difputc 
the Imperial fucceffion, his Pruffian ma- 
jclly, without conforming to the laws of the gol- 
den bull, by entering his claim to any part of 
Silefia, and fubmitting to the decifion of the Im- 
perial 
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perial diet, with the utmoft celerity aflembledCnAP, 
an army at Berlin, and on the 4th of December IL 
1740, entered Silefia at the head of 30,000 men, ^^-— v— - 
when his majefly made the following fpeech to *74^» 
his troops : 

«' Gentlemen, I do not confider you as my fut> 
** jefts, but as my friends ; you have at all times 
^* given marks of unconquerable valour: I Ihall 
** be prefcnt at all your enterprizes, and you 
** fhall fight under my direAion : and as for any 
^^ that fball diftinguifh themfelves, by their coun 
« rage and zeal for my fervice, I (hall reward 
'^ them, not as a king but as a father.'' 

Though his Pruflian majefty had thus put 
himfelf in a capacity of acquiring his claim in the 
field, he did not negledt to obtain an accommo- 
dation in the cabinet : for this purpofe, the Count 
de Gotter and the Baron de fiorck, his minifters 
It the court of Vienna, purfuant to his inftrufti- 
sns, grounded upon the apprehenfions of an at- 
tack pn the Auftrian dominions by the Eleflors of 
Saxony and Bavaria, laid the following propofals 
before her Hungarian majefty. 

ift " That his Pruflian majefty was ready 
'^ with all his forces, to guaranty the dominions 
^^ poflefled by the houfe of Auftria in Germany, 
(< againft all invaders. 

2d ** For this end he would enter into a ftrift 
^« alliance with the courts of Vienna, Ruflia, and 
" the Maritime powers. 

3d ^* He would ufe all his intereft to procure 
" the Imperial dignity for the Duke of Lor- 
" rain, and to fiipport his eleftion againft all 
" oppofers. 

4th ** To put the court of Vienna into a good 
f* ftate of defence, he would immediately fur- 
\^ nifh it with two millions of florins. 

" And 
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<^ And that for fuch iubilancUl fervices^ hi9 
Pruflian majefty expe(5):ed the entfre and abfer* 
lute cedion of all Silefia ; not only as his rights 
i^74a « but as his reward for die toils and hazards 
** which he might incur in the career that hd 
^' was enter«ed upon, for the fafety and glory of 
•• the houfe of Aufliria." 

This propofuion was looked upon with eqpa!* 
- concern and indignation by the court of Vienoav 
yet his Pruffian niajefty injftru^ed the Coune de 
Gotter, to be indefatigable in his endeavoutl^ ttf 
induce the count of Vienna^ to look with leis pre-' 
judice upon the plans and views his majefty bad^ 
propofed to liimlclfi for the welfare and fecunty 
of the houfe of Audria ; and to reprefent to the 
Diike of Lorrain, that although his majefty had. 
. demanded the entire cefPion of Silefia, he might 
pprhaps maH$ fqme abate^ienc, and content hitn-> 
felf with a part of that cpuntry -, provided the 
Queen of Hungary would enter into a reafenaUe 
and fincere accommodation with him, and to 
contract ftridt engagements that might confift' 
with their mutual interells. The king alfo an* 
thorized the Count de Gotter to declare verbally, 
that his Pruflian majefty v/ould be very ready to* 
embrace every opportunity for affifting the 
Queen of Hungary to maintain the gfandcup- 
of her family, and fatisfy her for the- lols' of 
Silefia. 

From this the court of Vienna inferred, that-- 
his Pruffian- majefty founded the entrance of his 
troops into Silefia, upon the neceffity of guaran- 
teeing the houfe of Auftria againft fome other 
powers ready to fwallow it up-, and on the expc- * 
aiency of facrificing a part of their dominions for 
faving the reft : though it was evident that the * 
queen's dominions enjoyed a perfeft tranquility • 

when 
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^irhen his Pruflian majefty entered them fword in Chap. 
hand. Her Hungarian majefty, in her anfwer II. 
to the declarations of the Pruflian minifter, ex- ^"V-- 
preflcd air poflible regard to the friendfhip of ^74^> 
the King of Pruflia, and was lure ihe could not ^ 
• be reproached with having negleded any oppor- 
tunity to cultivate it; but without the leaft in- 
fringement of that principle (he could not help 
remarking, " That the band, by which all the ' 
*^ members of the empire were united, founded 
** upon the cleareft ftipulation of the golden bull, 
** obliges them all, to aflift any one of them, ' 
'^ - who ihall be attacked in the dominions which' * 
** make a part in the Germanic body i and ' 
** this was in efFeft the fubftance of his Pruflian 
** majefty 's firft propofal ; though it did not ex- 
^* tend io far as the engagement refulting from 
^5 the guaranty of the pragmatic fanfUon, with 
** which the whole empire was charged. The 
*^ queen gratefully acknowleged the good in- 
tentions of his Pruflian majefty, with regard 
^ *to the efeftioh of the emperor ; but as the 

* elc^on ought to be free, and to be made in 

* the manner prefcribed by the golden bull 5 fo 
fhe was of opinion, that nothing had a greater 

** tendency toobffruft it, than the difturbances 

** raifed in the heart of the empire. Shealledged, . 

** that what his Pruflian majefty had already 

** taken from Silefia, under pretence of fubfift- 

** ing his troops there, added to the immenfc 

** damage that refuked from the ruin of the 

**^ country, furpaflfed the two millions offered her 

*^ majefty by the King of PrulTia. — Her ma- 

** jefty declared, that ftie had no manner of in- 

** tention to begin her reign by difmemberinghcr ' 

** dominions, and thought herfelf obliged in 
'*• honour and confcience to maintain the prag- 
• Vol. I. C c •« matic ' 
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Pajr,t *' matic fandion againft any. infraftion of it V 
II; " and from thence it followed^ thit fh^ cduM' 
L--v-*^ " not confent to the entire ceffion of Silefla, oroi 
1740. « any, part of that duchy. Ne^erthelefelhje waa 
♦' ftill ready to renew the fincereft fricndfliip 
^' with the King of PruQia, provided it migbi^ 
*' be done without fueh irifraftion of the prag'- 
** matic fanftion^ and on the: PruflSan troops 
*' immediately retiring from her- dominions* 
*' And diat this, in her qiajcftyi's ojunidn, wa3 
*^ the only method- confiftfcnt with equity and 
«* jufticcj with the fundamental laws of the em* 
pire, with the public welfare, and the ba- 
lance of power in Europe-,. atKi was confe- 
quently the only ftep that cbuld be conducive 
^* to th^ true gjofy- of his Pruffian majefty. The 
*' Queen moft earneflly intreiated his JPhiifian 
^' majefty to embrace this mcsthod^ and conjured 
" him to it by all the confiderations that mi^l 
*' poffibly make an imprelTion upon the heart of 
f a great prince.-' 

Possibly the refufal of the Queen of Hunr 
gary, mi^t havp been animated on the great 
confidence ihe repofed in the affiftance of his 
Britannic majefty; fince in compenfation for a 
releafe of part of Silefia,, and to the reftoration 
of a part of that duchy his Pruflian majefty 
had an indifputable right, the king ofifercd 
his whole force to continue her Hungarian ma- 
jefty in pofTeflion of all the other dominions (he 
inherited from her father, together with his 
wiiole intereft to fet the grand duke upon the 
Imperial throne; which was a propofal of the 
higheft confequence, and worthy of the moft* 
ready acceptance ; but as it was then heard with 
reJuftance, fo the court of Vienna had afterward? 
an pccafion of condemning their own obftinacy, 

and 
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and after feding the force of fo puiQknt anenc-CHAP. 
my, at Jaft found thciiifelvcs obliged tofjurchafe 11. 
ills friendfliip on feyerer terms than^v^hat he had i^--^r*^ 
formerly propofed. *74^t 

His Pruffian majcfly immediately difpatched 
jmers in j unification of his condud to the di^t at 
Radfbon, and to hisminiflers redding at foreign 
tjourts, reprcfcnring, "That his troops had not 
f^ entered SiJefia with aay ill intentiosP, but only 
to fecure from imminent danger his incontefti- 
ble right to that duchy. That he had ho de- 
fign to prejudice any peribn, much lefs the 
archiducal family of Auftria, of which he 






*' would give conviaciflgjprocJfe to all the world i 
^^ that he would do ^ his utmofl 16 maintain the 
^' conftitutions of the empire, and (hould be 






glad to employ his forces to preferve the 
rights, liberties, and;privileges of all itsraem- 
^* bers and ftates entire ; and that the empire in 
^* general might be fecured againft any man- 
** jcier of invafion, and furnilhed with a worthy 
" head/' 

The cxercife of his Pruffian majefty*s,pen did 
not retard the preparations for the ufe of his 
fword. As he had made a confiderable progrcfs 
In SiloSoL without ^any oppofition, he publifhdd a 
manifcfto, «' Affuring the inhabitants of his fa- 
** vour and good wiH : and that byrcafon of the 
«« eattin^ion of the male line in the houfe of Auf- 
** tria, that family was expofed to many fad 
** events, fbme of Which had already manifefted 
** themfelves, and others were on the point of 
*' buffting out like a general conflagration, 
** wherein the duchy of Silefia might happen to 
♦« be involved, the prefervation and profperity 
•' of which his majefty always had the more at 
i' heart, bccaufe it ferved as a bulwark for his 

C c 2 " fecu- 
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*' fccurity, and that of his dominions in the cirf- 
" pire ; and to prevent fuch as thought they had 
^' a rightful claim to the hereditary dominions 
1740. <c of the houfe of Auftria from invading Silcfia> 
<< he had been obliged to march his forces into 
" this duchy, to cover it againft any attack: 
^< and as by fo doing, he had no manner of in- 
*< tention to prejudice or difoblige the Queen of 
** Hungary, with whom he had relblved, and 
** earneftly wiQied, to maintain a ftrift friend- 
^^ Ihip, as well as with all the Auftrian family, 
** arid after the example of bis predeceflfors to 
•' contribute to their true intereft and preferva- 
*' tion. Therefore the inhabitants of Silefia 
•' might be affured, that they had no hoftility 
to fear either from him or his troops -, bat 
that on the contrary, they Ihould find the fuH 
effects of his royal protection and powerful 
fupport, by being maintained in the enjoy- 
ment of their lawful rights and privileges. 
And his majefty firmly trufted, that thefc 
gracious offers and declarations, would make 
them cautious of doing or attempting any 
thing, in any manner whatibever againft his 
•' majefty, and of undertaking any thing that 
*' might oblige him hereafter, againft his will, 
•' to have a recourfe to other meafures, which 
*' might, be attended with fuch fatal confe- 
*« quences as they could thank none but them- 
•' felves for." ^ 

To oppofe the efie<5ls of this manifefto, the 
Count SchafFgotfch, diredor of the regency of 
Silefia, publifhed a counter declaration, ** That 
as the queen was perfuaded that the King of 
Prufiia might have been induced to take this 
•' ftep by the advice of fome evil-minded perfonsi 
•* ihe hoped from the equity of that prince, that 

** be 
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** he wooid not deny to withdraw his troops? Chap. 
•* and that if his Pruffian majcfty refufed to do II. 
*' ft), the queen declared to her own fubjefts, L/'VN 
** and to thofe of foreign powers who had any *740» 
mortgage upon Sileda, that Ihe could not 
take upon her to anfwer the evil confequenccs 
•' which might refult therefrom ; protefting>i 
*' that Ihe never intended to confent to the in- 
^< troducing any innovations in the duchy of Si- 
« lefia," 

The Hungarian forces in SileGa were too in- 
confiderable to oppofe the rapid progrefs of his 
Pruffian majefty ; and as very few of the towns 
were fortified, his army met with no oppolition 
in their march, till they approached Great Glo- 
gaw, a ftrong city on the Oder, near the con- 
fines of Poland, where Count Wenceflaws Wal- 
lis commanded a fmall Auflrian garrifon, and 
refufed the Pruffians admittance, refolving to 
defend the place to the laft extremity. There- 
fore the King of Pruffia, thinking it neceflary to 
get to Breflau, the capital of Silelia, as foon as 
poffible, left a body of his troops under the com- 
mand of Prince Leopold of Anhalt-Deflau, to 
form the blockade of Glogaw, and proceeded 
with the main body of his army, confifting of 
about 25,000 men, to Breflau. On the 22d 
of December, his majefty entered that city, at- 
tended by only thirty of his life-guards, where 
he was received with great demonftrations of joy. 
He immediately promifed the inhabitants that 
they (hould enjoy all their antient privileges, par- 
ticularly that of not having a garrifon in their 
city 5 upon condition however that his troops 
ihould have a free paflage through the city, that 
they ihould lodge in the fuburte, be allowed to 
eredt magazines there, and that the city fhould 

engage 
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Part cngageto receive no Auftrian ^arrifon : all which 
IL conditions they agreed to, atid the more readily^ 
..i'i'^v-'it^ as intimidated at the approach of fo formidable 
J740* an army. His majefty likewife promifed bis iff- 
dulgence and prote^ion to the roman catholics of 
the i^hole province of Silelia ; but nevertheie^, 
when he found any large magazines of corn or 
other proviiions in their religious houfes, he took 
the liberty to appropriate them to his own ufe, 
telling the . reclufe devotees, " He never heard 
** that the apdftles, whofc example they pnxtcnd- 
*' ed to follow, had ever any magazines." The 
Pruilians triumphantly continued their march, 
without any blood being (hed, till they arrived 
at the imall caftle of Octmachaw, fituatcd near 
the river Neifs, where there was an Auftriaaga^ 
rifbn of five complete companies of grenadiers, 
in all about 250 men. A Prjuflian oifHcer wis 
fcnt to fumrnon the garrifon to furreinder, and 
having advanced too near before he ordered the 
drummer to beat a pariey , the Auftrians fired, 
and (hot the drummer and the officer's Jaorfe 
dead upon thefpot; but after a gallant rdiftanee 
of twenty-four hours, and the lofs of great part 
of their nnen, the brave Auftrians were obliged 
to furrender rhemfelves prifoncrs of war. The 
Pruilians in chis attack loft a major of engineers, 
and about forty private men. Near the fame 
place, and about the fame time, there was a 
fkiniiifli '.between a party of Proflian huflars, and 
Prince Lichtenftein*s regiment of dragoons, da 
which the Pruffian heutenant and feveral 'huflkrs 
were cwt to pieces; and afterwards, upon the 
approach of a large body of Prufilans, the Auf- 
trians retired to the other fide of the river Neils, 
where their troops grew daily more 'numerous, 
by the arrival of regiments, from Hungary, JVlo*- 

ravia* 
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r^ia, and Bohemia, to form an army under die Chap^ 
command of Count Neuperg, to oppofe the II. 
King of Pruffia ; who thereupon fent orders to.v-.->r~ 
Berlin for the march of feveral other regiments 
into Silelia. 

On the 7th of January his PruflSaa majefty 1741* 
liimmoned the town of Neife to furrendier ; but 
the garrifon, inftead of complying, fir^^ upon^ 
the colonel and trumpeter who were fent with 
the meflage: whereupon, the Phifli&ns began to 1 
bombard the place, which they continued for 
tliree days; but from the inclemency of the wea- 
ther, and deep fnows, the foIdier$ could not 
form the fiege, as the cold was too fevere to per- 
mit them to live in trenches : therefore after the 
bombardment they retired, and the King of 
JPruffia, with his brother Prince "William, fct out 
for Berlin, where they arrived the i8th of the 
lame month, leaving the army in Silefia to the 
command of the Vek-Marfhal Count Schwerin, 
who upon hearing that Ueutenant-General Brown, 
ndth a fmall body of Auftrian troops, had re- 
treated towards Jagumdorf, continued his march 
in purfuit of the Auftrians, and the latter having 
left Jagurndorf and taken poll at Gratz upon 
the river Mora, the velt-marihal attacked them 
upon the 14th, and after fome fmall refiftancc, 
I^afled the river, and forced the enemy into Mo- 
ravia. 

The Pruflians having thus made themfelves 
nufters of Silefia, as far as the frontiers of Mo- 
ravia, except great Glogaw, Niefs, and a few 
other places, which they could not befiege dur- 
ing the feverity of the winter ; they turned to- 
wards the fouthernmoft part of Silefia, bordering 
upon Hungary ; where, in the beginning of *;;. j 
February, Major-General de la Mottc, with a ^^ ^ 

con- 
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Part confiderablc detachment from thePruflian army, 

IL made himfelf maftcr of Jabluncka, upon the 

1— -NT-*-^ river Elfe, near the (i^apathian mountains, after 

?74i* having granted the garrifon an honourable capi- 
tulation. Jabluncka is a flron^ town with a good 
fortrefe, and from its near fituation to Hungary, 
may be juftly termed the key of Silefia into that 
kingdom. The Pruffians by this acquificion, made 
themfelves mafters of the whole province of Sile- 
fia, where they had already an army of 28,550 
cflPeftive men, and thofe ordered to be in readi- 
ne& to march thither, amounting to 5,650, 
when joined, would compofe an army of 34,^00 
men. 

The rigour of the feafon prevented the Prut 
fians from carrying on their defigns againft the 
fortified places in Silefia; but on the loth of 
February his Pruflian majefty joined his army at 
Scheidweidnitz, where he fixed bis headquarters; 
and after having concerted a plan for the attack 
of Glogaw with Prince Leopold, who command- 
ed the troops that formed the blockade there, 
on the 24th of February, his majefty fent the 
prince orders to carry this plan into execution, 
by immediately attacking the town fword in 
hand. Early the next morning his highnefs fent 
for the commandants of the Pruflian battallions, 
and declared to them, that the place muft be 
taken the very next night. The difpofitions to 
be made for that purpofe was given them in writ- 
ing, and the captains that were to lead on the 
firrt detachments were (hewed what places they 
were to enter at. During this interval of the 
attack, the Pruffians cleaned and frefh charged 
their arms, and made every other difpofition with 
the leaft pofilble noife : night canf»e on ; at eight 
o'clock the troops began to put themfelves under 

arms, 
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airmS) and the prince, having prepared every Chap. 
thing for the purpofe, ordered the troops to de- 11. 
file from the villages, where they were quartered, ' — v-*^ 
towards the town, where they arrived about fen, I74J« 
with the greateft order and filence imaginable, 
unpcrceived by the garrifon. At three quarters 
after eleven, they all advanced very foftly to the 
foot of the glacis, where they arrived precifely as 
the clock ftruck twelve. That moment the 
troops, leaping over the firft pallifadoes, flung 
themfclves into the covered way, and fpreading 
to the right and left, killed or difarmed every 
Auftrian they fcUnd there. This gave the alarm, 
and the Prufeians were expofed to a fire from the 
ramparts, which at tae fame time alarmed the 
(pwn ; but this did not hinder the Pruftians from 
paihing on, for they inftantly dcfcendcd into the 
ditch, and advanced to the foot of the rampart, 
which was thirty-four foot high, with a flope of 
ten foot, and by confequence very troubiefome 
to climb, efpecially after a (harp froft of two 
days which made it very flippery footing •, not- 
withftanding which, and in fpite of the fire from 
the top, the Prufsians undertook the afcent: 
prince Leopold and the Margrave Charles, with 
five or fix others, were the firft that got to the 
top of the courtine, and were foon joined by the 
fecond battalion of Prince Leopold's regiment, 
and four companies of grenadiers, one of which 
companies feized a baftion on the right, and 
another did the fame on the left •, whilft the prince, 
with the reft that bad got up, marched to the 
gate of the caftle, which it was neceflfary to 
break open, and ^ dozen carpenters were fet 
^bout it ; but as foon as they had made fomc 
boles in the gate, there came a (bower of bullets 
through from fhe grenadiers of the garrifon, whq 
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Part ^^^ ported thither, headed by the Generals Wal- 
11, lis and Reylki, but did not ftay long, for Prince 
— sr^^ Leopold caufing the fire to be returned through 
If 4'* the fame chafms in the gate. General Reyfki re- 
ceived two wounds in the rim of his belly, the 
grenadiers fled with all fpeed, and General Wal- 
lis was obliged to follow them -, then the gate 
was laid open, and the Prufsians entered with 
drums beadng into the cattle, and from therrcc 
into the town. Two other attacks having been 
carried on at the fame time^ and executed with 
the fame vigour and difpatch, the three detach- 
ments arrived together in the ftreets of the city. 
All the refiftance that was made in the ramparts 
was defeated by the Prufsians, with bayonets 
|ixed at the end of their mufquets. The con* 
fternation was very great among the garrifon, 
infomuch that four Prufsian grenadiers of Glafi- 
nap's regiment, Avhich were the laft that came 
upon the ramparts, having mifled their compa- 
ny, went to the right inftead of the left, and 
came to the neck of a baftion where one of the 
Auftrian captains was potted with fifty-two men : 
the Prufiians, being a little furprized at fird, 
thought of retreating-, but on a fudden they re- 
folved to adt jthe part of defperadoes, and at* 
tack them; accordingly they pufhed on with 
their bayonets, and called out to the Auftrians 
to lay down their arms, which ftruck them with 
iiich ai pannic, and being deceived by the dark- 
ne(s of the night, they obeyed ; whereupon three 
pf the grenadiers ttood ccncry over them, while 
the fourth y/ent fo feek a reinforcement, whicfp 
he foon found. While the Prufsian grenadiers 
were clearing the raniparts^ the battalions enter- 
ed the town jby the avenues which the former 
j^^d opened, ^nd feized the governor'is mairj 
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guard, with tlw colours, and all they found Chap* 
Acres and as the garrifon could afterwards II. 
make no refiftancc, they furrendered themfelves '.-.--v'-i^ 
prifoflers of war. This put an end to the whole ^74*» 
affair : the Prufsians obfer vcd fuch an exadl dif- 
cipline, that not a citizen was hurt, nor a houfe 
plundered, which very much added to the glory 
6f the enterprize. This moft extraordinary and 
glorious attempt was all performed in little more 
than an hours time. The lofs of the Prufsians 
was only about thirty or forty private men killed^ 
and about fifty or fixty wounded, which was very 
Mitconfiderable in aji aflault of this kind. The 
Auftrians loft about 1 50 men ; and the prifoners 
taken upon this occafioh, were the Generals Wal* 
lis and Reyflci, of whom the latter was danger- 
eufly wounded ; three colonels, one lieutenant-- 
coionel, two majors, eleven captains, fourteen 
U^ucenants, eight enfigns, one adjutant, one 
quarter-mafter, ninety-four ferjeants, and 931 
^IdierS) of whom 286 entered into the PrufciaA 
fervice. The Prufsians found in the place fifty 
brals cannon, a great quantity of powder, and 
the military cheft, with 23,000 florins in it. 

Nothing but the good-will, the vivacity and 
obedience of the Pruisian troops, the difpbfition 
for the whole attack, and the good order with 
which it was executed, could have fecured the 
Prufsians from a lofs much more confiderable \ 
for it is playing a defperate game to attack fword 
in hand, but the more fo without cannon, and 
pven without fcaling-ladders, to afTault a placo 
regularly fortified with a good covered way, 
well pallifadoed, with chevaux de frife, befides 
another pallifado at the foot of a rampart thirty- 
four feet in height, very fteep, and defended by 
% number of very fine pieces of ordnance \ and 
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Part all this with four battalions and eighteen compa- 

IL nics of grenadiers. Prince Leopold commanded 

.-— V-*-' the firft attack, and the Margrave Charles the 

^74^* fecond, whofe meafures were fo well concerted 

and conduvSted, that the centries did not fee the 

Prufsians till they had got over the pallifadoes. It 

is probable, that had the garrifon difcovered the 

approach of the Prufsians, and taken to their 

arms fooner, the enterprize might have mifcar- 

ried •, but the Prufsian forces made fuch extraor- 

dinary difpatch, that they were aftually on the 

march in the ftreets, before the garrifon, who 

little cxpefted fuch an attack, were in a pofturc 

to defend their ramparts. 

Both the nobility and> burghers performed 
homage to his Prufsian majefty, which was re- 
ceived by Prince Leopold and the Margrave 
Charles. His majefty was fo pleafed at this ex- 
pedition, that he ordered a treble difchargeof 
the artillery, and the forces in the town, and 
appointed Te Deum to be fung in all the church- 
es the funday following. 

Th e reduftion of this important place greatly 
facilitated the conqueft of Silefia, for Neils and 
Brieg were the twoonly places, of confequence in 
Silcfia, unfubjeded to the power of his PrufSan 
majefty. 

Thjs Prufllan ftorm thus impending over the 
head of her Hungarian majefty, though gloomy 
as the Iky feemed above her, and ruinous as the 
landfcape appeared below, there was ftill an o- 
pening through which a ray of hope had room 
to flatter and footh her difcontented mind ; htx 
dependance on the maritime powers, particular- 
ly his Britannic majefty, infpired her with a no- 
ble refblution to repel the force of her enemies, 
and prefcrve her dominions from the violation of 

fo 
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fo many invaders. For this purpofe, foon after Chap. 
the furrenderof Glogaw, the Auftrian army aflem- II. 
bled about Olmutz in Moravia, under the com- ^.^.--v^i-ii 
mand of Count Neuperg ; and having received ad- I74'* 
vice that the King of Pruffia intended to attack 
Brieg and Niels, it was thereupon rclblved in a 
grand council of war, that the Auftrian army 
Ihould march into Silefia, and endeavour to pre- 
vent the lofs of thofc two fortreffes. Accordingly 
the army marched foon after, and his Pruflian ma- 
jefty being informed that they were advanced into 
Silefia, and marching diredly towards him, he 
immediately drew together all the troops he could, 
and made the neceffary difoofitions for a battle. 

On monday the loth of April the two armies 
'met, and engaged at Molwitz, a village about a 
kague to the north of Neifs. The battle began 
about two o'clock in the afternoon, and was (harp 
and bloody on both fides : in the beginning the 
Auftrians drove back and put into diforder the 
left wing of the Pruflians, at which Lieutcnant- 
General Count Schulenbourg commanded, who 
had the misfortune to be killed at the firft onfet; 
but the confufion was foon redreffed by fome re- 
giments of foot fent to fupport the right wing, 
and by the grenadiers which his Prufljan awjelly 
had intermixed with his horfe, upon information 
that the Auftrians were fuperior to him in caval- 
ry.. The attack on the Pruflians right wing was 
as warm as that on the left, five iquadrons of 
Schulcnbourg*s dragoons having been almoft all 
deftroyed. The regiment of carabineers of Count 
Wartinflebin fufFercd alfo very much, as did the 
firft battalion of guards, which had fixteen offi- 
cers killed or wounded out of twenty-five. The 
adtion lafted till fix in the evening, when the 
Auftrians thought proper to retire, which they 

did 
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Fart did in good order under the cannon of Nk&i 
II. leaving the field of battle to the Pruflians. The 
b^-v**^^ whole lofe of the Auftrians, according to the Pruf- 
174'* fian account, was 4,000, killed, wounded, or taken 
priibncrs ; and of the Prulsians about 600 killed, 
and i,2oo wounded: though the Auftnans a- 
greed pretty nearly with this account, as to the 
number they had killed and wounded, yet they 
reported that the Pru&ians loft double the num- 
ber. The officers of diftindion killed afkl 
wounded in this battle, were, on the fide of 
the Prulsians, Lieutenant-General Count Scbu* 
Jenbourg, the Colonel Margrave Frederic of 
Brandenburg, Colonel Bork, Lieutenant- Colonel 
Fitzgerald, the Majors Knobelfdorf and Seckcn- 
dorf, Mr Mullendorf, one of his majefty's pages, 
and the mafter of the king's houihold, killed } 
Field-Marfhal Schwerin, the Lieutenant-Gene* 
rals Marcwitz and Kleift, Major-General MaN 
grave Charles of Brandenburg, the Colonels 
Prince William, brother to the margrave. War* 
tenflebin, Rochau, and Fink, the king's aid de 
camp, and Major Bork, wounded. And on the 
fide of the Auftrians, the Generals Rimer and 
Goldi, the Colonel Count de Lanois, killed j 
Field-Marfhal Neuperg, the Generals Brown, 
Grune, Kaihl, Lentulus, Frankenberg, and 
Prince Birkenfeld, wounded. • 

Though the Auftrians were obliged to retire, 
and for want of horfes to leave ten pieces of can* 
non behind them, four of which they had taken 
from the Pruflians at the beginning of the a<5tion^ 
the Pruflfians had not much to boait of; and this 
was confirmed by the confequences : for the Aut 
trian army retired only behind the river Ncife^ 
where they encamped, and the King of PrufSa 
did not think proper to attack them a fecond 

time ; 
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time -, but after making himfelf mafter of all that Ch ap^Jl 
^arrt of Silelia to the north of the river Ncils^ HL 
fee continued «ncan[>ped, fometiraes ac one pjacct ^^— v- 
IbniTetimcs at another, ta the north of [that river % ^74^'<^ 
and the Auftrians continued in their camp, fomc^ 
times upon the fouth, and at other times on the 
north fide of the fame river : fo that nothing \mt 
flcirmilhes happened for a confiderable time be« 
rween the two armies, though they were fre- 
quently within a few leagaes, and fbrnetimes vet 
fight of each other : but on the 23d of April his 
Pruflian majefty appeared before the town of 
Brieg, and the garrifon, after a Ihort refiftancey 
ifurrendered on honourable terms. 




CHAPTER III. 

JFrom the treaty of Nymphen- 
. BURGij to the treaty of Ha- 
nover. 

WHEN France, in conjunftion with Spain 
and iSardinia, in the year 1734, had 
favifhed the kingdoms of Naples and Sicily from Chap, 
the emperor, and anncjced thofe two powerful III. 
dominions to the poffeflions of the houfe of 
J^rbon ; (he reduced the forces of the houfe 
idif Auftria by 4P,OQo men, and two millions 
jnd a half of annual revenue, which were added 
fo the oppofite fcale : (he now thought herfelf 
fccure, of laying the foundation of fuch debiljty 
m the houf^ of Auftria, as would at leaQ: enable 
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her to reduce it lower when (he pleafed, if flie 
ihould find occafion for it ; and therefore thought 
it more prudent to lie by, after fhe had done 
this, till flie might, by the emperor's death, 
have opportunity to break the Auftrian Succef- 
fion, and avail hcrfelf of the affiftance of the 
German princes to undertake that then, which 
ihe had no pretence to attempt during his life; 
and which mud have inevitably drawn thofe 
very powers of Germany againft her, till that 
event happened. Much more fhe could not have 
done without their afliftance : (he had Ibwn, in 
ail appearance, a lading difcontent between the 
Empire and the Maritime Powers, difuniting the 
only alliance that could confine her afpiring 
views ; £he had it in her power to join Lor- 
rain to her own dominions, bringing her terri- 
tories above 150 miles more forward into Ger- 
many, and adding two kingdoms to another 
branch of the hpufe of Bpurbon : completing at 
the fame time, an entire influence over four 
Eledors of the Empire, Palatine, Mentz, Trier?,' 
and Cologne ; the efFeds of which were after- 
wards vifibly feen, by the eleftion of the Duke 
of Bavaria to the Imperial throne in the year 
1742. She was now enabled, at a much (hotter 
warning, and with a much fuperior force to at- 
tack the Empire on the firft favourable oppor- 
tunity: and by declining any farther advantage 
for the prefent, fhe carried a {hew of modera- 
tion and voluntary abftinence, which fhe knew 
would efFcftually deceive tliofe who abound and 
ftrengthen her party, by their credulity in every 
ftate of Europe, Therefore, after thus con- 
cluding a peace with the emperor in 1736, fhe 
lay diligently improving her time for the total 
fubverfion of the power of tb? boufc of Auf- 
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f Ha. The period was arrived, France beheld Cm a ?• 
^th an eye of pleafure, the prefent favourable III. 
dpportanity of obfcuring the luftre of the Aut ^— rp^ 
frian line -, and advancing a poor and jwwerlcfi ^74*^ 

JVince^ of her own nomination, to the imperial 
Itrone j as this would leave the Germanic body 
Arable to enter into any alliances with Greaif 
Britain and Holland, to obftrudb the afpiring 
views of her unlimitted ambition. 

Th^ annihilation of the houfe of Auftria, 
tvas the (Irongeft foundation France cduld fix on, 
to raife her dazling fuperftrudure df univerfat 
fnonarchy ; Ihe had now the moft favourable op-^ 
portunity to accomplilh her reviving hopes, and 
#as intently engaged to fupprels the greatnelif 
bf her long and natural competitor. The motf 
potent princes of the Germanic fyftem, had timef 
rtnmemorially, founded pretenfions on the fcve- 
fal parts of the Auftrian dominions ; but as the' 
Imperial crown had been for ages, almoft unin- 
terruptedly, enjoyed by the houfe of Auftria » 
they were deterred from affcrring their claims by 
the* too formidable power of that family : and 
now excited by the policy, and infinuaiions, of 
France, fcized on the fatal period of avowing 
their pretenfions, and difmembering the impe- 
rial houfe of Auftria of her moft confiderable' 
pofleflions. The moft natural allied of the houfe' 
of Auftria, were certainly Great Britain and' 
the States General > the union of thefe three' 
powers having always been the grand oppofi- 
tion againft the pride and ambition of France;' 
for which they had not only long preferved de- 
fknfive alliances, but in the fafety arid prefer va- 
tion of ekch other, they were, even abftraftedly 
ftom thefe alliances, as nearly and cffentially 
conceraed as in their own : yet as GltatBritiitt" 
Vol, I. E c was 
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Part was engaged in a war with Spain, and the mini- 
II. ftry of London retaining an unworthy timidity 
— -V— — ' of the force and menaces of France, the mini- 
^74*- ftry of Verfailles imagined the Britifti govern- 
ment would be very parfimonious in their af- 
fiftance to the Queen of Hungary, and dreaded 
little interruption in their afpiring projefts, from 
a miniftry who had but lately given too declara- 
tive proofs of their pacific adminiftration. Nor 
did they apprehend any greater danger from 
the Dutch ; for though this republic, by their al- 
liances with the houfe of Auilria, were obliged 
to furnifh not only a limitted fuccour, but alfo 
their whole force in cafe of necefljty, and even 
to declare war with her aggreflbr, yet the French 
miniftry knew the ftates were much embarrafled 
with debts, and too intraflable to be eafily in- 
duced to give them an increafe. In this fitua- 
tion the Queen of Hungary lay expofed to the 
envy and invidious artifices of France, for that 
power to plume herfelf with the fpoils of the 
miperial eagle, and mount with the omnipotence 
of ancient Rome, to the utmoft fublimity of hu- 
man ambition. 

Th e French minifter at Vienna, during the 
difturbanCes in Silefia, continued to give the 
queen the ftrongeft afTurances of the good inten-^ 
tions of his Moft Chriftian majefty ; though at 
the fame time the French miniftry privately, in 
conjundlion with the Eleftor of Bavaria, were 
undermining the noble column that fupported 
the grandeur of the houfe of Auftria. 

For this purpofe, Marfhal Bclleifle had projedb- 
ed a fcheme, to advance the Eleftor of Bavaria 
into the Imperial throne, and to ftrip the houfe 
of Auftria of her hiercditary dominions : it gain- 
od the approbation of the French miniftry, and 

the 
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the marlhal fet out for Paris, authorized with Chap. 
full powers, and furniftied with large fums of III. 
money, to combine the eleftors, and others— —v-** 
princes of the empire, in the views of France, t74*» 
The marflial, having influenced the three fpiri.- 
tual Eleftors of Triers, Mentz, and Cologne, 
and the Eleftor Palatine, to the French intereft, 
he arrived at Munich, and waiting on the Elec^ 
tor of Bavaria, at his Palace of Nymphenburgh, 
concluded a treaty there,between the French King 
and the elcdor j whereby his majcfty engaged. 
To get the eleftor acknowledged emperor, 
and to aflfift him in cafe of oppofition with his 
•* whole force. And in return, the eleftor fti- 
** pulated, if he came to the Imperial throne, 
*• that he would never attempt to recover any 
** of the Imperial towns or provinces conquered 
•* by France, unlcfs the king Ihbuld be inclined 
•• to reftore them 5 and if ib, the eleflor was to 
*• re-imburfe his majefty forty-five millions of 
•« livres, for his cxpences in fupporring the elec- 
tion. The eleftor alfo promifed to renounce 
the barrier treaty, and agreed, that whatever 
conquefts France (hould make in the Nether- 
lands, (he (hould irrevocably keep." To this 
treaty the Kings of PruflTia and Poland were to 
be invited to accede. On which the marflial 
repaired to Silefia, and congratulated his PrulTian 
majefty on his fuccefles ^ and as the Hmg caufed his 
army to pafs in review before jhe marfhal, and 
treated him with high marks of diftindition, pro? 
bably this interview drew his PrufCan majefty 's 
inclinations to coincide with the projefls of 
France. The marfliaj afterwards vifitcd the 
cpurt of Drefden, and biaflTed the Eleftor of 
Saxony to his fchenie. But the coprt of Vcr? 
fjjilles, to qovcr their perfidy with fomething like 

,ie 51 . J^maft 
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Part ^ mafkof decency, did not difclofe the Frejich 
\\. harpy all at once ; theycounfelled, advifed, and 

u*-s/— -^ mediated for peace lake, out of a pretended con- 
'74*- cern for her Hungarian majefly •, but their modeft 
propofals aimed at nothing leis, than to portion 
out the hereditary dominions pf Auftria as they 
pleafcd ; a province to one, a province to an- 
other, and to fccure a proper referve for tbcro- 
lelves. Though the Queen of Hungary was def 
titute of power, (he was not void of underftand- 
ing ; therefore to be thus infulted under the pre- 
tence of being ferved, could not fail of exciting 
a proper indignation : but an impotent refent: 
ment, could anfwer no other end, than toexpofe 
herfelf to the inveteracy of a power, whofe inya^ 
riable maxim it h^ been, for the fake of intereft, 
to facrifice her mod folemn engagements. Qut 
the meafure of her Hungarian majefty's calamir 
ty was not yet full ; the Queen of Spain, lik^ 
another Semiramis in ambuion, having appsirr. 
ently reiblved to be the mother of none but kings, 
liiade it the bufinels of her life to create new niOr 
narchies, and beftow them upon her fons. To 
this royal frenzy all confiderations gave way ; die 
repofe of her hufband, the wealth and fafety of 
her fubjeits, the fbftnefs of her lex, fenfe of fame, 
t(ie remonftrances of juftice, the cries of coni: 
paflion, and whatever elfe fliould be of weight 
to reftrain the e^^travagancies, and create the 
grace and decorum, of human life. With a ma- 
lignant tranfporc, therefore, fhe faw the Imperial 
family at the laft extremity, and the empire it- 
ielf without a head. It was the crjfis (he had im- 
jpatiendy waited fpr, and had pre-determined to 
improve to (I^e utmoft : fbe longed to faften on 
the Auftriian (dominions in Ixaly t a country in 
itfelf defiribiipy cantpj>efi out in little diftridts, 

jTubjett 
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rubJ£(Et tQ continual revolutions, and at the moCflA^' 
cy of every powcrlul invader. Inftigated to theft: n|. 
ambitious views by the court of France, the (bon- ^— v*^ 
cr to accelerate the deftiny of her Hungarian ma- '74^V 
jefty, the court of Spain publifhed a meoiorial, 
alledging the jpretennons of that crown to all th^ 
dominions pofiefTed by the late emperor ; and Doa 
Carpentero, fecrctary of the Spanifh embaffy at 
Vienna, on the 8th of January delivered, to Count 
ZintzendorfF, aproteft, fetting forth in fubftaace, 
*' ThajC his Catholic majcfty having a good claim 
*' to the fuccelTion of the late emperor, and be- 
ing refolved to maintain the fame, folemnly 
protefted againft everything that might be 
** done contrary thereto/* And on the day 
following the fecretary departed from Vienna qri 
his return to Spain. Thus the unhappy Queen 
of Hungary, before ihe had been invefled with 
the royal purple, or her head inclofed with the 
fi'olden diadem, and her hand e:^perience4 
tpe incumbrance of a fceptre, was, likp a young 
atfd beauteous fawn^ furrounded with a troop 
cf wolves, all rapacious and eager to devour 
fo fair a prey. IncompaflTed with enemies, the 
diftreflcd queen caft her eyes abroad, to feek 
that proteftion Ihe had reafon to expcdt from the 
;oodr intentions of his Britannic rpajefty, who 
y bis guarantee of the pragmatic fanftion, was 
obliged IQ furnifh her with 12,000 men ^ and 
whole predeceflbrs made it their glory to hold 
the ballance of power, to concenter the intercft 
of half the princes of Chriftendom, and be themt. 
fclvcs the life and fpirit that animated and direft- 
td the whole confederacy. On this monarch 
did the heirefs of Auftria rely for confolation, 
fuccour, and deliverance ; and haying by letter, 
ijf^fed the 2Qth ot jP[eccmber^ notjSed the Pruf- 

6.4a 
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Part Han invafion to the Bricifh court, ibe received an 
n. anfwer from his Britannic majefty in February 
i^ following, wherein it was mentioned, •« That 
" there ought not to be the leaft derogation 
*« from the faith of folemn treaties ; that his 
*' majefty would endeavour to perfuade the 
«* Xing of Pruflia to defift from his hoftile en- 
•* terprizes ; and that if he did not, his Britan-» 
** nic majefty would faithfully and religioufly 
** perform the treaties that obliged him to affift 
«* the houfe of Auftria." And the Dutch, 
through the follicitations of Mr Trevor, the 
Britifh minifter at the Hague, having exprefled 
their concurrence to promote the intentions of 
his Britannic majefty in fupporting the houfe of 
Auftria ; they both advifed the Queen of Hun- 
gary by friendly reprefcntations, to endeavour 
to prevail upon the King of Pruffia to dcfift 
from his entcrprize ; and promifed, if thatfhould 
not fucceed,, to deter him from the profecution 
of it, by declaring their joint refolution to fulfil 
their engagements to the court of Vienna; and, 
if neither of thofe methods Ihould prove fuffid- 
eftt, they affured the queen, that they woul4 
proceed to obh'ge that prince by force of arms 
to withdraw his troops from Silefia. The Aut 
frian minifter at London was at the fame time 
informed, that his Britannic majefty was refolved 
to perform his engagements to the Queen of 
Hungary^ as foon as a proper plan for the mili- 
tary operations could be fettled ; and this afTur- 
ance was repeated by the Briiifb minjfter at the 
court of Vienna. 

His Britannic majefty, further to manifeft hi$ 
;iittachment to the houfe of Auftria, in his fpeech 
from the throne on the 8 th of April, declared t() 
both hoBfcs of Parliament, ^* That at the open- 
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** ing of the feffions, he took notice to them of Chap* 
** the death of the late emperor, and of his re-. IlL 
*' folution to adhere to the engagements he was ' — v-^ 
** under, in order to the maintaining of the bal- '^JAh 
'' lance of power, and the liberty of Europe, dn 
** that important occaGon. That the aflurances he 
** received from them, in return to thiscommu- 
** nication, were perfedly agreeable to the zeal 
^^ and vigour which that parliament had always 
•* exerted, in the fupport of the honour and in-- 
** tereft of his crown and kingdoms, and of the 
** common caufe. That the war which had 
'^^ fince broke out, and been carried on in part 
•* of the Auftrian dominions, and the various 
and extenfive claims which were publickly 
made on the late, emperor's fucceffion, were 
new events that required the utmoft care and 
attention, as they might involve all Europe 
in a bloody war ; and in confequence, cxpofe 
the dominions of fuch princes as (hould take 
part in fupport of the pragmatic fandion, to 
imminent and immediate danger. That the 
*' Queen of Hungary had already made a requi- 
fition of the 12,000 men exprefsly ftipukted 
by treaty ; and thereupon his majefty had de- 
•* manded of the King of Denmark, and of the 
** King of Sweden, as Landgrave of Heffe Caf- 
*' fel, their refpedive bodies of troops, confift- 
«' ing of 6,000 'men each, to be in readinefs to 
** march forthwith to the afliftance of her Hun- 
*' garian majefty. That his majefty was alfo 
concerting luch further meafures, as might 
obviate and dilappoint all dangerous defigns 
and attempts that might be forming or carried 
on, in favour of any unjuft pretenfions, to the 
prejudice of the houfc of Auftria. That ia 
♦' this complicated and uncertain ftate of things, 

" many 
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Part '* many incidents might arife, during the time, 

II, •* when by reafon of the approaching conchifion 

L^x'-*^ *« of the parliament^ it might be impoflible for 

174.1. ^ his majefty to have their advice and affiftance, 
•* which might make it neceflary for him to 
^* enter into ftill larger expences for maintaining 
** the pragmatic fandion. In a juncture ib cri- 
** tical, his majefty had thought it proper to lay 
«* thefe important circumftances before them, 
*^ and to defire the concurrence of his parlia- 
*' mcnt, in enabling him to contribute, in the 
«* moft effeftual manner, to the fupport of the 
«* Queen of Hungary, the preventing, by alf 
*^ reaibnable means, the fubverfion of the houfe 
^* of Auftria, and to the maintaining the liberties 
** and ballance of power in Europe. And his 
" majefty recommended it to his parliament, to 
^^ grant him fuch a fupply as might be requiiite 
^ for thefe ends.** 

On the loth of April both houfes of parlia- 
ment prefentcd their refpcftive addrefles to his 
majefty, and declared, ** They were highly fcn-| 
*' fiblc of his majefty*s royal wifdom, in the rc- 
•^ folurion he had been pleafed to declare for 
*' the maintenance of the pragmatic fandion, 
** and the afliftance of the Queen of Hungary.*^ 
Both houfes affured his majcJfcy, " That in any 
•* future events, which might arife from fuch an 
«« uncertain ftate of things, and which might 
«« make it neceflary for his majefty to enter into' 
*« ftill larger expcnces in io juft a caufe, his ma- 
*• jcfty might depend on their zealous and chear- 
*« ful concurrence, in enabling his majefty to 
" contribute in the moft effedual manner to the 
<* fupport of the Queen of Hungary, to prevent 
•* the fubvcrfion of the houfe of Auftria, the an- 
*^ tient and natural ally of the Britifti crowns - to 

" the 
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^"^ the maintaining the pragmatic fanftion, andCHAi^. 

" the liberties and ballance of Europe.'* And his III. 

ihajefty alfo received the aflurances 0} both houfes, •- — v — - 

•' That if any part of his doniinions, ahhough ^74'* 

*' not belonging to the crown of Great Britain, 

** fliould be attacked or infulred by any prince 

** or powers in refentm^nt of the jull and nccef- 

** fary meafures which his majefty had taken, or 

*' (hould take, for maintaining the pragmatic 

** fanftion 5 that in juftice, and in vmdication 

" of the honour and dignity of the Britifh 

" crown^ they were determined to exert them- 

*' felves to the utmoft, in defending and pro- 

** teding fuch dominion from any luch attacks 

'*' or infulcs." 

QNthe 13th of April theparliament voted the 
Queen of Hungary a fupply of 300,000/. and 
ip,ooo of the Britifh forces, with a train of artille- 
ry, we're ordered to embark for Flanders for her 
iffiftance. On the 6th day of May his Britannic 
tnaj^ftyi declaring his intentions of vifiting his 
Scrman dominions, nominated in council, his 
g^racc the. Arch-bifhop of Canterbury, the Dukes 
of Richmond, Grafton, Bolton, Dcvonfliire, 
Montagu, Newcaftle, and Dorfef, the Earls of 
Pembroke, Wilmington, and Illay ; the Lords 
Hervey, and Harrington j Sir Robert Walpole, 
and Sir Charles Wager, to be lords of the re- 
gency in his majefty*s abfence ; and the fame day 
his majefly embarked at Gravefend, landed in 
Holland the 8th, and arrived in his Hanoverian 
doininions on the 12th. 

The Q^ieen of Hungary, from the refolutions 
of the Bricifh parliament, was elated with the 
profpect of a fpeedy relief ; and flie had reafon 
to expeft a formidable alTiftancc from the court 
of Ruflia, a^ the grand duchels^ regent of that 
: Vol. I. Ff con- 
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Part confiderablc empire, had promifed to fuccoar 
II. her majefty with 40,000 Tartars, Coflacks, and 
-— ^ Calmucks, which in order to divert the King of 

174^- Pruffia, were immediately to enter into his king, 
dom, and live there at difcretion, until the Pruf- 
fian troops (hould retire from Silefia ; and accord- 
ingly, in February ten Ruflian regiments were 
fent into Courland, where they were kept in 
continual readinefs to march through Poland to 
the affiftance of her Hungarian majefty ; but the 
other powers who had guaranteed the pragmatic 
fanftion, through the artifices of the court of 
trance, had not made the leaft advance towards 
defending and fecuring the liberties and dignity 
of the Auftrian family. 

Sanguine were the expedlations of the Auf- 
trian miniftry, from the arrival of bis Britannic 
majefty in Germany ; though at the fame time 
they apprehended other fchemes between France 
and Bavaria, and were truly fcnfible of the ap- 
proaching danger from fuch an alliance. For 
his Britannic majefty and the Dutch, encouraged 
the queen to infift upon it, as a preliminary in 
any agreement to be made between her and the 
King of Pruffia, that the Pruffian troops {hould 
withdraw from Silefia ; and even promifed her 
hopes of their afliftance, if he refufcd to cona- 
ply. 

In purfuance of this and the former refoluaon, 
the Earl of Hyndford, as minifter plenipotenti- 
ary from his Brittanic to his Pruflian majefty, be- 
gan his negociations with requefting the King of 
Pruffia to defift from his enterprize in Silefia. 
And in purfuance of this fcheme,i on the 19th of 
June, a memorial was prefented to his Pruffian 
majefty, by the Major-General Baron de Ginck* 

el, envoy excraordinaiy from the States General, 

in 
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In €onjun<flion with the Earl of Hyndford, re- Chaf. 
prefenting " That their High Mightineffes, as III. 
** well as his Britannic majefty, could pot fee, <*— v^-^ 
*' but with the utmoft regret, the troubles he- ^^^l* 
•' tween their Pruffian and Hungarian majefties; 
*^ and that they could not refrain from making 
•^ the ftrongeft inftances to his Pruffian majefty^ 
to prevail upon him to withdraw his troops 
from Silefla, and thereby pave the way to a 
lading accommodation, as well as to reftore 
peace to the empire, at a junfture when unioa 
was (b neceflary among powers that had any 
regard for its repofej and for this purpofe 
their High Mightinefles, as well as his Britan- 
nic majefty, would employ their interceffioa 
with all the ardour and aiFe£tion they were 
^' capable of. That their High Mightinefles 
•* and his Britannic majefty, were under a ne- 
** ceffity to infift ftrenuoufly on this demand, 
^^ and to do all that lay in their power to gaia 
*' the confent of his Pruffian majefty thereto \ 
^' and that nothing could be more difagreeable 
•^ to them, than to find themfelves obliged to 
^* fulfil engagements, in an affair in which his 
^* Pruffian majefty ^nd the Queen of Hungary 
^' were oppofite parties." 

To this memorial the Count de Podcweis, by 
order of his Prufsian majefty, on the 26th of 
June returned an anfwer, importing, ^* That 
•' his Prufsian majefty had from time to time 
*' made advantageous propofals to the Queen of 
^' Hungary, but the Jking had feen with regret, 
*' that far frooi having the leaft regard (hewn 
^* to them, the court of Vienna had rejefted 
^' them with dildain; and that it would not be 
^' his fault, if thofe differences were nof foon 
M terminated ip a proper manner ; hoping frqnj 
"^ Vi % " th? 
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Part " the friendfhip and equity of his Britannic mJi« 

II. " jefty and their High Mightinefles, that in emt. 

-,--v.«— ^ ^' ploying their good offices to attain fo falutary 

1741- *' an end, they would never fwerve from the 
'' impartiality fuch a work required, much lefs 
'«' to exad conditions of the king, that might be 
*' incompatible with his honour, and the indif- 
^' putable rights of his royal houfc." Indeed 
his Prufsian xnajefty was always inclined to ac- 
commodate the difputes fubfiding between him 
and the Queen of Hungary ; for after the battle 
of Molwitz, he declared by his minifters at the 
feveral courts of the empire, " That his viftory 
<* there had made no alteration in his afibSidn 
** to the houfe of Auftria -, that he did not mean 
** to take advantage from that fuccefs for pre- 
*' fcribing fuch terms as that court might think 
*• too hard, but adhered to thofe which he had 
>' already made known ; and that if the Queen 
*' of Hungary, as he defired fhe might, would 
** hearken to an accommodation, fhe would al- 
*' ways find him difpofed to facilitate it as much 
*' as lay in his power.** And the more to mani^ 
feft his intentions, his Prufsian majefty wrote a 
letter with his own hand to the Queen of Hun- 
gary, wherein he propofed an accommodation, 
and fet down the conditions upon which he would 
agree to a fufpenfion of arms ; but her Hungari- 
an majefty ftill infifted upon his withdrawing his 
troops, as an indifpenfiWe preliminary article, 
and this demand being afterwards reiterated by 
the Britifli and Dutch minifters, and his Prufsian 
majefty being ftrongly foHiciteid to join in a con- 
jtrary intereft, with France and Bavaria^ he from 
jthat time probably began to think of purfuing o- 
f her mealUres. ' 
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' As the King of Prufsia had reduced his dc- Chap. 
itiand at the court of Vienna, and propofed the III. 
lower Silefia, with the town of Breflaw, being left v>^v^o 
-to him, either by way of mortgage or otherwife, I74i* 
jn recompence of his pretenfions to the feveral 
diftriftshe had claimed as his right in the duchy ; 
for which he would not only engage to affift the 
Queen of Hungary with his whole force, for the 
prefervation of the reft of the late emperor's fuc- 
• xreflion 5 but alio to give his vote and beft alTift- 
ance to the grand duke, for procuring to him 
the Imperial crown 5 and be ready to enter into 
the ftridleft engagements with her majefty, the 
Maritime powers, Ruffia, and fuch other princes 
as fliould be difpofed to maintain the pragmatic 
fan6tion in its full extent : and had for this pur- 
•pofe requefted the mediation of his Britannic ma- 
jefty, who as he looked upon himfelf as a party 
irom his engagement to the late emperor, could 
not accept of it, but willingly offered to employ 
bis good offices for bringing about an accommo- 
dation between princes, whofe particular inter- 
>cfts, as well as thofe of Europe in genera), re- 
-quired their being united ; but at the fame time 
jdeclared his fentiments to the Queen of Hungary, , 

^hat although he had long been far from advifing 
the making any conceflions to the King of Pruf- 
fia, whilft there were any poffible grounds to 
hope to be able to reduce that prince to reafon 
Jby forcible means ; yet, as appearances then were, 
he recomrnended it to the queen, to adjuft mat- 
ters without the Icaft lofs of time with the King 
of Pruflia, upon the conditions he had laft pro- 
poled ; alfo exhorting her majefty ferioufly to 
endeavour to gain, at the fame time, the Eledor 
cf Saxony, which might be poflibly brought a^ 
bout by fome fn^all concefBons made him in Lu- 
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Part fatia, being what that prince had long kept 
II. at heart, and was in treaty about with the late 
i— -V— --^ emperor. But the court of Vienna inflexibly per* 
i*74'* fifted in their firft rcfolution, to enter into no ao- 
commodation, without the previous abandoning 
of Silefia by the Pruflians ; though at the fame 
time they knew, that France and Bavaria were 
folliciting the alliance of Pruffia ; and this refuiai 
was the more impolitic, as Spain and Bavaria 
i)ad openly avowed their ill intentions againft the 
houfe of Auftria, France was very much fulpcfi. 
cd, the difpofitions of PruQia and Saxony were 
doubtful, and this joined to the timidity and 
irrefolution of the Dutch, fhould have prevailed 
on the court of Vienna to have complied with 
the propofals of his Prulfian majefty, and have 
iecured fo powerful a confederate from France 
and Bavaria. 

The army of his Pruflian majefty, after the 
furrender of Brieg, continued in the camp at 
Molwitz till the 14th of May, when the bag- 
gage, with part of the army, marched to a new 
camp that had been marked out at Grotkau, 
within a league of Neiis; and next day were fol- 
lowed by the king, and the reft of the army. 
From this march a fecond battle was expected % 
but as Count Neuperg with the Auftrian army 
continued in their camp on the other fide of the 
river Neiis, and had fo fortiBed themfelves in 
that camp, that it was dangerous to attack them, 
the PrufTians, after flaying a few days at Grot- 
kau, returned to their camp at Molwitz, and 
from thence to a camp near the village of Hor 
rinfdorff ; after having made a general forage iq 
all the villages on that fide the river, in order 
to deprive fhp Auftri^ns of all manner of fubp 
Tirtance. 
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The inconfiderablc operations of the PruffianCHAP. 
and Auftrian armies atter the battle of Molwitz, III. 
fecms very extraordinary ; though probably the '^— 
hopes of a reconciliation with his Pruffian ma- 17+ ' 
jefty by the negociation of the Maritime powers, 
was the reafon of the Queen of Hungary's in- 
aftivity -, and perhaps the King of Pruflia was 
deterred from adventuring another battle, by the 
probability he perceived of procuring his ends, 
cither by a compofition with that princefi, or by 
joining his forces with the arms of France, which 
he was determined to do, it her Hungarian ma- 
jefty retained her inflexibility with regard to his 
demands on Silelia: and Bnding all his remon- 
ftranccs, to the court of Vienna on this head, 
entirely difregarded ; and entertaining a fufpicion 
of an attack from his neighbours the Hanoveri- 
ans, as well as Saxons ; his Pruflian majefty had 
taken early precautions from being incommoded 
on that fide, by aflcmbling an army of obferva- 
tion, confifting of 36,000 men, under Prince 
Anhalt de Deflau, who formed an encampment 
between Brandenbourg and Magdebourg, on 
the river Havel, about the beginning of May. 
But as nothing was attempted againft his Pruflian 
majefty on that fide, the army continued quiet in 
their camp till about the middle of Oftober, 
when they feparatcd and marched into winter 
quarters ; all danger of an attack on that fide 
being then fully removed. This army was very 
prudently aflcmbled, for his Pruflian majefty had 
been apprized of a fcheme for forming an alli- 
ance between Great Britain, Mufcovy, Saxony, 
Holland and Hanover, for attacking and di- 
viding his Pruflian dominions amongft them; 
aind that each party was to keep what he could 
conquer: thisjuftly incenfed hisPrufiian majefty, 

and 
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Part and he determined to proteft himfcif by uniri^lg 
11. in the intercfts of France* That fuch a projed 
— V— *^had been concerted^ with the hopes of making 
*74'» an addition to the eledorate of Hanover, at the 
expence of Pruffia, and even tranfmitted to Vi- 
enna, where it was drawn up in the form of a 
treaty, is not to be con trad ifted \ but the con- 
trafting parties having received certain inform- 
ation, that France was preparing to throw off 
the made, and that a treaty was far advanced be- 
tween Pruffia and France, this made the fchemc 
againft Pruffia abfolutely impracticable : and on 
his Britannic majefty^s arrival at Hanover, the 
warlike preparations, intended for the fupport of 
the Queen of Hungary, began to flacken ; and 
inftead of affifting her when (he was in the moft 
imminent danger, the march of the 12,000 
Danes and Heffians was countermanded, and 
the embarkation of the Britifh troops for Flan- 
ders fufpended. 

The month of Auguft was ufhered in with a. 
a declaration from his moft Chriftian majefty^. 
publickly difperfed about at Francfort, *' That, 
fome eleftors and princes of the empire had 
made known to his majefty, as guarantee of the 
the treaty of Weftphalia, their uneafinefe at. 
the King of Great Britain's aflembling a con*. 
fiderable body of troops, which might poflibly 
be made ufe of to influence the approaching^ 
eledion of an emperor, or be employed a-< 
gainft fome member of the empire* That 
therefore, in order to make good his engage- 
ments, he had caufed fome troops to advance, 
towards the Rhine, to the end that they might;; 
be ready to march in cafe of need, to the fuc-r 
cour of the eledtors and princes who fhould 
claim his guaranty -, and that this ftep oughi;; 

"not 
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" not be confidered as tending to aft contrary Chap. 
•' to the pragmatic fanftion j but ^ having III. 
folely in view the prcfervation of the tranqui- <— ^r*^ 
lity of Germany and the protcfting the free- ^7^1* 
dom of the eleftion of an emperor." At the 
iame time the miniftry of Verfailles more private- 
Jy pretended, that the fupport of the equilibri- 
um of Europe, was the formal reafon that en- 
gaged France to maintain the Eleftor of Bavaria 
in his pretenfions on the Auftrian fucceflion ; be- 
caufe they believed, that otherwife this equilibri- 
um would be entirely deftroyed 5 above all, with 
refpeft to the liberty and independency of the 
German empire, if the Imperial crown fhould 
be rendered hereditary in the female line of the 
houfe of Auftria, which would always continue 
to aggrandize itfclf by marriage, or otherwife, 
and add thereby new territories to their already 
jb far extended dominions. What an ungene- 
rous and perfidious difavowal was this, of the 
pragmatic fanftion, to which France had acceed- 
cd with the utmofl folemnity? If the faith of 
treaties zxt thus unconfcientioufly difresarded and 
renounced, who can rely on the facrcd pledge of 
royalty ? Where is national confidence and fricnd- 
fliip to be placed ? To what remote part of the 
wiqe univerfe muft mankind refort, to find oujc 
that cement of truth and honour, which inviola- 
bly preferved, unites the various nations of the 
world in harmony, love, and peace ! Though 
fhc flanding force of France had long confifted 
pf 140,000 foot, and 20,000 horfe, and the ia- 
faptry had been lately augmented to 178,000, 
^nd the cavalry to 41,000, in all 219,000 men; 
yet great as the power of France really appeared. 
It was not fubflantially this, but the fame and o* 
pinion of her potency, that bad fo long fupp6c&- 
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Part cd her in her ambitious views ; that bad enabled 
il. her to trample upon the rights and liberties of 
r^^sj^"^ all Europe ; and to fport with the moft &cred 
1741. ties of truth, and faith of treaties: it was this 
that encouraged her, after fo many folemn de- 
clarations in the laft German war that Ihe would 
acquire nothing, to grafp that mighty acquifition 
of Lorrain, which annually increaTcd her treafii- 
ry with a million of livres, and is capable of 
augmenting her armies with 30,000 men ; and 
it was this that induced her thus ftrenuoufly to 
violate her engagements to the pragmatic fanfti- 
on, which were the very conditions of that ac- 
quifition ; it was this opinion of her power, that 
terrified every potentate in Europe into a fub- 
miffion to all her iiidignities, under the profoeft 
of thofe chains fhe was forging for all the Eu- 
ropean world. 

But the King of PruflJa, imagining from the 
behaviour of both France and Bavaria, that the 
latter might continue protefting, and the former 
profefling, but that neither of them would aftu- 
ally attack the Queen of Hungary, unlets he 
previoufly joined in an alliance with them 5 and 
apprehending, if he did not, that he would he 
at laft overpowered ; this induced him to con- 
clude a treaty with France, dated the 28th of 
Auguft, to which the Elc6lor of Bavaria, and af- 
terwards the King of Poland, as Eleftor of Sax- 
ony, acceeded j whereby it was agreed, «' Ta 
*^ overrun the Auftrian dominions 5 and on a 
f' partition among the conquerors, that the 
f^ kingdom of Bohemia, with the upper Auftria 
f^ and Tirol, (hould be given to the Duke c^ 
f^ 9^yaria; the upper Silefia and Moravia, to 
.♦-* the Eledbor of Saxpny ; and the lower Sjlefia. 
ff with the towp aijfl territory of Nelfe, and 

* ' \S the 
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^ the tiown an4 county of Glatz^ to the King Chap* 
•^ of Prufli^." Immecjiately on the conclufion III. 
jof this treaty, the French threw off the malk ; L/^VNi 
and the Eleftor o{ Bavaria, no longer in dread ^74^.* 
bf an alliance between the courts of Vienna and 
Berlin, which bad occafioned him to lofe the 
whole fummer at fuch a critical conjunfture, com- 
menced his military pperations by aflembling his 
forces, conftfting of 30,000 men, in a camp 
marked out for therq near Scharding, where 
they were foon after joined by an army of 40,000 
Frencb, under the command of the Marfk^ls 
Broglio and Belleifle, who had paffed the Rhine 
at fort Louis, and entered Bavaria : at the fame 
tio^ the eledor received a patent, appointing 
him lieutenant-general, with full power and au» 
tbority to command the French auxiliary army 
in Germany, wherever there ftiould be occafion* 
The eledlor, being thus at the head of 70,000 
men, advanced towards the Danube; and on 
the 31ft of July, furprized and took pofleflion 
of Paflaw, a ftrongcity, fituate at the confluence 
of the Danube, Inn, and Iks, belonging to 
Cardinal Leniberg, biOaop of that fee ; which 
ftep, though it was no direct attack on the 
Queqn of Hungary, yet as that city was the key 
from Bavaria into upper Auftria, it was a plain 
indication of what afterwards followed, in pur- 
fuance of the declaration of war made by the c- 
lc<5lor about the end of Auguft. 

Another body of French troops, confiding 
of 35»ooo men, commanded by Marflial Mailr 
Jcbojs, on a pretence, as guarantees to fecure the 
eventual fucceflion of the duchies of Juliers and 
Berg in favour of the young Prince of Sultz- 
bach, nephew to the Eledor Palatine, quitted 
their camp at Sedan, a town of Champagne in 

G g 2 France i 
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Part France ; and on the 19th of Auguft entered Gi- 
ll, vet, in the territories of Liege ; where they were 
^•^^V^^ augmented by a body of Palatine troops, and 

174^- another of thofe of the Eleftor of Cologn, who 
had both declared to affift the Duke of Bavaria 
to afcend the Imperial throne: but as the French 
minifter at Manheim had negociated a treaty, 
which finally determined alt the difFerences be- 
tween the King of Pruflia and the Eledlor Pala- 
tine, with refpeft to the fucceflion of Juliers and 
Berg, the deftination of thefe troops remained 
a fecret, till they had entered fo far into Wcft- 
phalia, as to appear on the frontiers of Hanover. 
By this they eflefted three great ends ; they di- 
verted all the Hanoverian forces from the aflift- 
ance of the general caufe ; they kept the Dutch 
' in awe •, and prevented the conjunftion of the 
troops of England and of Auftria in the Low 
Countries, with thofe of Hanover ; and thofe of 
both the former with the Dutch. The views of 
France were, to frighten the miniftry of Hano- 
* ver into a neutrality : the whole of the eleAoral 
forces compofed a body of no more than 26,000 
men ; thefe were too infufficient to oppofe fuch a 
numerous army ; and the King of Pruffia having 
another confiderable body of troops upon theo- 
ther fide of the Hanoverian dominions, fo conve- 
niently polled, that the greateft part of the c- 
ledlorate might have been deftroyed by it in four 
and twenty hours: when it was too late, the 
miniftry found the fatal confequences of the King 
of Pruflia's alliance with France. 

In thefe circumftances, the minifters of Han- 
over were obliged to think of neutral meafurcsj. 
and towards the end of Auguft, the Baron dc 
Bardenberg was difpatched away to Paris to ne- 
gociatc a neutrality: but as the French were 

then 
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then folliciting the Dutch to enter into a neutfal Ch.ap, 
treaty; they kept this negociation a profound III. 
fecret from the Dutch, becaufe if they had ac-^ — n/— i 
cepted of the neutrality offered them, it might i74*.' 
have been difficult to have obtained any fort of 
neutrality for Hanover, without publickly in- 
ferting fuch articles as would have been very diC- 
agreeable to the Britifli nation. However fomc 
confufed accounts of this negotiation, carrying 
on at Paris and Hanover^ were whifpered about, 
perhaps artfully by the minifters of France ; for 
the defeating of which, the Hanoverian minifter 
at Ratifbon, publickly declared about the 20th 
of Auguft, " That his matter was taking fuch 
*' meafures as would foon enable him, not only 
*' to defend himfclf, but to aft ofFenfively ; and 
*' that he was refolved to defend, with all his 
*« force, the liberty of the Germanic body.'* 
And the Britifh minifter at the Hague, upon be- 
ing afked the queftion by fome of the ftates de* 
puties, even about the middle of September, de- 
clared " That he had received an exprefs, which 
*' entirely contradifted thofe reports.** Thefe 
public declarations made moft people believe that 
there was really no ground for any fuch reports ; 
and therefore the world was very much furpriz- 
cd, when they were certified by the Hanover 
gazette, that a convention for the neutrality of 
that eleftoratc, was figned there upon the 1 6th 
of September. 

As loon as the news of this furprizing event 
had reached Vienna, a general confternation 
fcized the whole court ; for neither the perfidy 
of France, the arms of Pruffia, the pretenfions 
of Bavaria, the ambitious cruelty of the Queen 
of Spain, nor the dread of Saxony in conjunfti- 
on, could have To much alarmed or terrified the . 

queen. 
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queen. Ac a time when her confederate eoo" 
mies, like fo. many blood-hounds^ were hwdng 
her dawn through her fair polTcilions ; when Ibe 
174J. expefted a powerful diverfion to be nuade in her 
favour ; and that her troops would be en^bkd lo 
meet her enemies on an equal footing ; to fee 
berfelf abandoned at fuch a melanchoUy jundure, 
and to Hnd all the hopes of her buiband to tbe 
Imperial crown, who had facrificed his own b^ 
rcditary dominions to a dream of greatneft, conv- 
plimcmed away, was a reverfe of fortune fo finl- 
den and unprepared, as required more than the 
patience of a woman to endure, and the courage 
of a hero to furmount. 




CHAPTER IV. 

Military operations between the 
French, Bavarians, Prussi- 
ans, and Saxons, againft the 
Queen of Hungary in Austria, 
Bohemia, Silesia, and Mora*- 
via; and alfb by the Spaniards 
in Italy. 

Chap. IpXURING this time, nothing extraordina- 
IV. • * 3 ry happened between the Pruffian and 
riVuftrian armies in Silcfia. But his Pruffian ma- 
jefty, to prevent the ncccffity of entering into an 

alliance 
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ulliance with France, though plumed with fuc*CKAP« 
fijccefs, having offered to fheath the fword, and IV. 
determine all his difputcs with che houfc of Auf- 1— ^-v-^ 
tria by an amicable treaty, upon condition of i74l» 
obtaining only what he claimed and infifted on 
as his right, when he firft commenced hoftilities % 
and finding his follicitatidns for fo falutary an end, 
wholly fruftrated by the court of Vienna, who, 
to their former objeftions, alledged another rea- 
fon for not complying with the demands of the 
Pruffian king, which was, " That Silefia was one 
of the richcft and moft fertile countries belong- 
ing to thehoufeof Auftria, and from itsprox- 
*« itnity and other circumftanccs, contributed 
^* more to its ftrength, than any other of the 
^' more diftant provinces; and that it was im- 
JF* proper and impolitic to transfer a catholic 
^* country to a protcftant prince." His majefty; 
(ince his engagement with France a«d Bavaria, 
retaliated this ufagc; and in his turn,fthough 
now ftrongly follicited by the Britifh and Dutch 
minifters, rejcftcd all offers of peace, and advanc- 
ed with his army towards Ndfs, a town of Silefia, 
forty-three miles fouth of Breflaw, whereupon 
Count Neuperg, thinking his majefty intended 
to befiege that place, threw a ftrong reinforce- 
ment into this fortrefs, and retired with his army 
jtowards the frontiers of Bohemia. 

As the E!e6lor of Bavaria had declared war a- 
gainft the Queen of Hungary, by tlie name of 
Grand Duchefi of Tufcany, it was now pub- 
lickly known that he pretended to the Imperial 
dignity, and that the French court was abfolutCr 
Jy determined to fupport him in his pretenfion?. 
The confederate army of French and Bavarians 
/entered the Auflrian dominions without oppofir 
}pn. On the loth of September they took pof- 

' ■ * fcffioi? 
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Part fcflion of Lintz, the capital of upper Auftria ; 

IL and after marching to Ens, they became every 

^«-— v-^-' where matters, laid the country under contriba* 

'74^- tion, impofcd homage, escaped oaths of allege 
ance and fidelity ; fpreading all the terrors of 
war and defolation on every fide, 

Vienna took the alarm, and the very dread 

of a fiege prodifced the moft melancholly efFeds: 

the fuburbs were laid in aOies, the villas of the 

nobility in the neighbourhood became heaps of 

ruins ; even the magnificent gardens, which had 

been the retirement and delight of that illuftrious 

General Prince Eugene, (hared in the general 

dettruftion. No beauty, either of art or nature 

efcaped ; all was turned into one undiftinguilhed 

wafte. Thus lamentable was the profped: from 

the walls of this a(&i6ted capital •, within, nothing 

but tumults, fear, and confufion, every where, 

except in the cabininet of the perfecuted queen ; 

Ihe there prefented the image of majefty in dit 

trefe, though fenfible of calamity, yet fuperior 

to it; and while involved in the midft of the col- 

Jefted ttorm, fhe patiently expeded a ray of 

fun-(hine to difljpate the long incumbent gloom. 

On the approach of the confederate army, ihe 

had no better expedient than flight for the feca- 

rity of her royal perfon ; and accompanied with 

her hufband the grand duke. Prince Charles hi^ 

brother, and feveral of the nobility of both fexes, 

flie fct out for Pi efburg, the capital of Hungary \ 

while the inhabitants of Vienna iaw, with inex- 

preflible concern and terror, their fair fovereign 

quit the imperial refidence of her ancettors, in 

fearch of an afylum, almott in the nejghbour^- 

hood of the Turks, to avoid the fury of her aiorc 

infatiate enemi^. 

Th» 
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This adioo, though fccarely, was too preci* Chap. 
pitately undersakerB ; for the Marfhal Belleiflc, IV. 
who had projeded the cntcrprize, and to whom '^-^-rv-i*- 
his cledtotral highnefe had errtrufted the execution' ^74?» 
^ the milkary operations, had a more important 
poiftt in view, the pofleffion of the kingdom of 
Bohemia 5 which not only bcftows ac royal title, 
but alfo a vott in the diipoikl of the Imperial 
crown. 

While th^ French and Bavarians ravaged 
die fair couatry of Aoftria, and continued exaft- 
ing heavy coniribmions; her Hungarian majefty 
was conciliating the afFeflionsof her loyal fubjedts 
^t Prefburgh, where fhe inade her entrance on 
horfeback, in an Hungarian drels, amid the 
loudeft acclamatiQiis of Joy. The diet of the 
ftates.cf Hungary ,beingfoon after convened byhcc 
KU^efty, a{£en>bledon the jiflof Augud; and 
ike queen, fearing herfclf upon a; throne in the 
awdft of fo great an afferaWy, witih a firmnefs 
abQVe her fex, aod the grace peculiar to it, af- 
fidingiy unbofomcd her fofBO^s in the Latin 
tongue, and in a very pathctk rnamier thus 
uepgefented to the diet her misfortunes and 
ani^ty. 

. '• The perplexed Ikuation, feld this amiaW« 
^' princefs! wherein i find myfelf, by the per- 
miflion of the divine providence, is attended 
with fuch dangenoue circumftances, that I fee 
^ fio hopes of extricating myfelf unleis I am 
^' Ipeedily and powerfully faceoured. Abart-* 
ddned as I ath (cootjnued ihc royal fufFcrer) 
l^ my friends, p^rfccuted by my enemies, 
attacked by my n«areft relationsy I have no 






cc 

*' refource lefc bui to ftay in this kingdom, and 

^' commit my pcribny my childj:en, n>y fcep-* 

*' tur, and my crown, to the care of my faith- 

Vol. I. H h « ful 



A 




^he- Conduft of the Powers 6f Europe, 

ful fubjefls. I do not hefitate a moment to 
entruft them with my all *, fuch is their loy- 
" alty and bravery^ that they leave me no man- 
174'- ** nerof doubt, but they will make ufe of all 
** their forces to defend me and themfelves 
'^ fpeedily and manfully in this melancholy con- 
*' junfture/* This moving Jpeech, added to the 
noble air and confidence with which it was 
delivered, had all the effed that could be wi(h- 
ed : the gallant Hungarians could not fee their 
fovereign in diftrels, or hear the brief of her 
forrows without making them their own ; die 
whole aflfembly melted into tears *, all were in- 
flamed with rage : and though long harrafifed 
with wars, though long ienfible of grievances, 
and though long divided among themfelves, 
they had now but one heart, one will, one 
voice ; unanimous was the repeated cry, '* Wc 
^^ will Hand by our queen, we will defend her 
" againft her enemies 5 we will facrifice our cC- 
*' tates, and even our lives for her." The ftafts 
immediately refblved to publilh a manifefto a* 
gainft the Eledor of Bavaria % and afterwards 
eftablifhed a perpetual law for excluding that 
prince and his family for ever from the crown of 
Hungary ; a refolution and ad, worthy the bra- 
very and refentment of fuch loyal and gallant 
fubje£ts. Accordingly the nobility mounted on 
horfeback, put their followers in arms, and cal- 
led upon the great duke to lead them againft 
the enemy: orders were ifliied for railing the 
ban of the kingdom, they repaired in crouds to 
the royal ftandard ; even the very peafants were 
infpired with uncommon loyalty and ardour, and 
either chearfully contributed to the expence of 
the war, or voluntarily became partakers of the 

dangers 
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danger ; fo that a potent army was ibon aflem-CHAP. 
bled in Moravia, under the grand duke. IV. 

During the time of her majefty's abfencc^— v-— 
from Vienna, the inhabitants there with furprizing 1 74?» 
vigour and fpirit augmented the fortifications : 
all took arms, all were afliduous in their exer- 
cite, and all were determined to defend their 
city and their fovereign ; io that with the addi- 
tion of a few regular troops, they muftered a 
confiderable army within the walls of the town, 
and care was taken for laying in a fufficient quan- 
tity of provifions, ammunition, and other (lores, 
as would have enabled them to fuftain a long 
liege : but the confederate army did not think 
proper to befiege a city fo well fortified, at fuch 
a feaibn of the year ; eipecially as the garrifon 
was afterwards augmented to 12,000 men, and a 
body of Hungarian troops, cbnfifting of 30,000 
men, under the command of Count Palfi, had 
afiembled in the neighbourhood. The Eledor 
of Bavaria, after leaving 12,000 men under 
Count Segur to guard the banks of the river Inn, 
to fecure Auftria, and preferve his communicai- 
cion with Bavaria ; towards the middle of Oc^ 
tober turned from Vienna, and conduced his 
forces into Bohemia, where her Hungarian ma- 
jefty was coUedting a numerous army to oppofe 
him. But to add to her misfortunes, the Llec-^ 
tor of Saxony, though he was indebted to her 
father for his crown of Poland, declared him- 
felf her enemy \ and having caufed a large body 
of. his Saxon troops to affemble on the frontiers 
of Bohemia, his Polilh majefly, on the 24th of 
Oftober, publiflied a manifefto, letting forth, 
^^ That fince all hopes of tM^ferving peace in 
*« the empire were vanifheoi' a(td fince he per- 
^« ceived ^r'laft that the pragmatic fanftipn, by 

H\i z « the 
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" the ftiocks given to it, was become but a vcty 
<' weak barrier ; his Poliih maji^y, coofideriog 
that his great moderation had hitherto 
J 741, *i fcrved only to mnkc him negieft confiderable 
^* advantages, which a contrary condufl: mi^t 
^' have procured him ; he thought he could not, 
" without being wanting in his duty to himfetfi 
** and doing irreparable damage to his royal 
^* and cledoral houfe, delay any longer to xA 
" the methods which the prefent conjunfiwc 
*' authorized him to Employ, in Drder to p«>» 
" cure for himfelf and his houfe as much as bs 
•* poffibly could, of a fucccffion, which by jvA 
** and indifputabie right and title was entireljf 
^* due to him/* And on die loth of Novcm* 
ber, the Saxons under Count Rtttowiki having 
joined the Bavarians and French, the whole a^ 
my advanced to Prague, the capital of Boho 
mia, without any refiftance ; and being then 
upwards of 60,000 ftrong, and as the garriioA 
was fmall, it was relolvcd to attack the city by 
efcatade. This was put in execution on the 14th 
at night, by three different attacks ; and the in* 
habitants being of little afTiftance to the defence 
of ibe place, the confederate troops fucceeded 
in their attempt, and made General Ogilvy, the 
governor^ with a garriibii of 3,000 men priib- 
jiiers of war, 

Wh il e the confederate army bent their courfe 
to this important city, the Grand Duke of Tut 
cany, and his brother Prince Charles of Lor raia, 
were on their march from Moravia with an in- 
tention to face the confederate forces, and by 
one decifive blow, not only to fccure Prdgue, 
but ttie whpie kingdom. With this view the 
Ifupgarians, h^gh in ipirits, niade an expeditr- 
o^s m(h^ ^4 arriycd within three d^ys march 

9i 
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xA the city wboi it was taken -, fo that if t35e cir C« ap. 
tizens had bravely and vigonoqfly aflifted ilie IV. 
garrifon in repelling the afiault, they might have u*-v-**- 
prevented the ruin and mifery afterwards brought i74^- 
apon them, and probably have feen a bloody 
battle fought, and a compleat vidory obtained 
fey their fovercign under their walk : but whe« 
che grand dufce heard that the city was taken^ 
he wifely retired from an army fuperior to his 
own, little diminlffiied by their conqwcfts, and 
flafhed with fuccefs, with a refolution to wait 
for a more favourable oppwtuntty of attacking 
them. 

The lofs of Prague was another mortifying 
incident to her Hungarian majefty; but being 
familiar with affiftions, Ihc was become able to 
bear it. With a firm heart, with a tearkfs eye^ 
With an unaltered look of greatnefs, like tbeforeft 
oak fupremely towering over the wood, Ihe bore 
the rude ftorm, not bowed her lofty branches to 
the furious blaft. To exaggerate facr misfortunes, 
as her enemies were every where triumphant^ 
and every where too numerous for her 'armies to 
enoounter ; and imagining her allies, notwithftand- 
ing their late folemn engagements, refolved to 
do nothing but negociate away the greateft part 
of her dominions ; her majefty was now enter- 
taining the melancholly refleflion of retiring 
from Prefburgh, and fly to the utmoft bounds ot 
Chrrftendom, for a refuge from her mcncitcfi 
perfecutors. But France, who had htely put 
in aftion the forces of Saxony, ftill envying the 
fccuricy of her majefty's perfon, had employed 
her emiflaries at Conftantinople, to excite the 
Ottoman forces to augment the enemies of thtt 
Hungarian queen. Some difpjates betwden the 
l^iirksac^d the late cmpeFor were u this tiim 

unad- 
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unadjufled, the Porte was remarkably under 
the influence of France, and every thing was to 
be dreaded where the French councils bad a 
1 74'* prevalence. To guard againft this ' apparent 
danger was impoflible^ and to trufl: to the faith 
of Turks and French emifiaries without freQi.aP 
furances, left her Hungarian majefty a prey to 
her own fears. She therefore had recourfe to 
the only expedient in her power, which was, to 
lay her cafe before the grand fignior without re- 
ierve, and conjure him in the mod earneft and 
pathetic manner, not to take the advantage and 
complete her ruin. She addrefled a letter to 
him on this occafion, which met with the moft 
favourable reception : the very Turk manifeftcd 
a compafljon for a princeis, on all fides furround^ 
ed with calamities ; declared himfelf incapable of 
preying on the miferable ; forgot no one circum- 
llance of refpedl and decorum ; contributed all 
in his power to her confolation ; and fet fuch an 
example of humanity, moderation, and difin- 
tereftedneis, as might have adorned the glory of 
the beflof chriilian princes. 

Thus France had laborioufly endeavoured to 
move every power on the whole earth, where 
there was a probability of caufing the deftrudion 
of the houfe of Auftria, the only power that ftood 
between her and the virtual poffeflrion of the uni- 
verfal empire, but was unexpeftedly repulfed in 
her negociations with the fultan ; though as ihe 
was determined to place the Imperial crown on 
the brows of the Eledlor of Bavaria, fhe ufcd all 
her intereft, and praftifed every artifice, to de- 
prefe the houfe of Auftria, and for ever to expel 
her from. the Imperial throne. She had already 
fecurod Hanover by a compwjfQry., neutrality; 
Ihe had allied FruiTia, Saxony, and Pg^dndi in 

her 
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her defign ; and having fome apprehenfions from Chap. 
the augmentation of the Dutch forces, notwith- IV. 
ftanding the oppofition of the Marquis de Fenc-'^ — 
Ion, the French embafliidor at the Hague, that '74^' 
the republic intended to a(fift the Queen of Hun- 
gary *, therefore to amufe the States from fuch an 
enterprize, the French miniftry fecretly fpirited 
up the King of Pruflia, as guarantee of the 
Prince of Orange's fucceflion, to demand from 
the States General the delivery of the marquifate 
of Tervcer and Flufliing to the prince. His Pruf- 
fian majefty alfo complained, that a fortiBed 
fluice which their high mightineffcs had ercded 
upon the Yffel, at Wefterwcrt in Gelderland, 
would be prejudicial to his territories in that 
neighbourhood *, and upon this head the Pruflfian 
minifter prefentcd feveral memorials to the States, 
threatening in his lad to ufe forcible means if the 
affair was not amicably accommodated *, this 
gave the States great uneafinefs, as fo enterprizing 
a prince might probably revive fome dormant 
claim to part of their republic: and the more to 
alarm them, the Eleftor of Cologne, at the infti- 
gation of France, alfo laid claim to the fortrcffes 
of Brevoort and Bourtagpe, on the confines of 
Ovcryffel and Weftphalia, alledging they were 
built on the Cblognian territories -, this intimi- 
dated the Dutch from complying with the re- 
iterated importunities of the Queen of Hun- 
gary, for granting her alliftance, though the 
generality of the people were well afFefted to 
her intereft. 

But ftill her Hungarian majefty flattered hcr- 
felf to find in her remoteft friends the Ruffians, 
that fuccour and relief (he fdtmd impradicable 
among her neighbours ; this fhe had been pro- 
mifed by the grand duchels, regetit of that em- 
pire. 
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Part ptre, e» the termination of the differences fub- 
If. lifting between the court of Peterfbui^ and the 
fc^-v'^**^ Porte, by a convention Hgned the 7th of Sep- 
1741. tember; it was alfo.the intereft of Ruflia to fup* 
pore the boufe of Auftria in the full poflfeflion of 
Its antient power and grandeur, that in cafe of 
future wara with the Turks, the two dates might 
a£l in goRJunction againft the Porte : though feme 
eminent perfonages in Ruffia dill retained a ftroD§ 
reiientment againft the meafures purfued by the 
emperor,, by forfaHing the alliance of RuCa, 
and concluding a peace with the Turks at Bel- 
grade, without the knowledge of the court of 
Peterfburgh: for when the Marquis de Botca, 
envoy of the Queen of Hungary at the court <rf 
Ruflia, had ftrongly follicited the princefi regjcoe 
to fend a ix>werful fuccour to aflift her majefty, 
the brave count Munich, who had fo eminently 
diflinguifhed himfelf in the Ottoman war, oppos- 
ed it in council, alledging, <^ That her Hungs^ 
rian majefty was not then in fiich perplexity,, 
as Ruflia was when the emperor made a fepa* 
rate peace with the Turks:" but the duchcfc 
regent perfifted in her intentions to afliift her 
Hungarian majefty, who had here placed her 
laft and only confidence ; and to baffle her exr 
peclations, the Marquis de la Chetardie, who 
then refided as the French embafiador at Peterf- 
burgh, ufed all his abilities to create a rupture 
between the courts of Ruflia and Sweden, whkrk 
was foon efleded ; and this, joined with the fur- 
prizing revolution in that empire in favour of the 
rrinceis Elizabeth, who was immediately declar- 
ed em[»'efs and autocracy of all the Ruflias, extin* 
guilhsd all the hopes of her Hungarian majefty 
from that part of the globe: for the court of 

Peterlburgb, with perhaps the nooft cordial in- 
tentions 



4C 



Engaged in the late General War. 249 

tcntions in the world, was compelled to leave Chap. 
her haplefi ally unfupported ip the midft of her IV. 
enemies. v-^-v-^*- 

The Eleftor of Bavaria being in poffcflion of i74i» 
Prague, and the Queen of Hungary reduced to 
the loweft extremity, the court of France now 
vigoroufly put in execution the plan of promote 
ing the eleftor to the Imperial dignity ; the mi- 
niftry of Verfailles had previoufly interefted the 
eleftoral princes in his favour, and his highnefs 
being crowned King of Bohemia at Prague on 
the 1 6th of December, whereby the vote of that 
kingdom being fuppreifed, there remained no 
obilacle to his advancement. 

At this time the Queen of Hungary may be 
juftly faid to fufFer a complication of the greateft 
diftreffes ; yet in thefe circumftances (he did not 
defpair ; and providence, co-operating with the 
conduft of her generals, and the bravery of her 
-troops, who were fired with almoft an enthufi- 
aiiic zeal for the prefervation of their fove- 
reign, foon turned the wheel of fortune in her 
favour. 

The firm conduct and heroic refolution of 
this gallant princefs, cannot be fuSiciently ad- 
mired i at a time when oppreffed with the great- 
eft calamities,, committing her caufe to the juP 
tice of heaven, and the valour of her gallant 
fubjefts, ftill undauntedly to fupport herfelf 
amid fuch a feries of afflictions, evinces a foul 
filled with the moft exalted ideas of fortitude 
and magnanimity, and renders hj?r juftly me- 
ritorious to fill the throne of her imperia} aur 
ceftors. 

The Auftrianarmy being defpped in their d<Cr 
figns fpr the rcffcFof Prague, retired towards Bud- 
wei§, a. town fixtY-fiye,miJt$.ig)uth of trajt capital ^ 

VojL^ L 11 an4 
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Part and dividing into three bodies, the one under 
II. the command of the Grand Duke, another 
-—v-*^ under Veldt MarQial Count KhevenhuUer, and 
^74'* the other under Prince Ldbkowitz, theV gained 
feveral advantages over the French ana Bavari- 
ans. On the |ith of December, the forces un- 
der the Grand Duke appeared before Frauen- 
berg ; and the French, who had taken that caf- 
tle a few days before, abandoned it on his ap- 
proach •, the 13th he entered Wodain, where 
he took 138 prifoners: on the 15th he marched 
to Protiwin, and took a few prifoners with feme 
baggage, and 200 bread waggons \ and hearing 
that the confederates were retreating from all 
parts to Pifeck, a town upon the Moldaw, about 
twenty miles weft of Budweis, immediately 
marched thither •, when part of the confederate 
cavalry, with four companies of grenadiers, pat 
fed the river with a dcfign to reconnoitre the Auf- 
trians ; but met with fo vigorous a charge, that 
they were totally routed, the four companies of 
grenadiers put to the fword by the Hungarian 
troops called Poliftes, while the French horfe 
run away at the firft onfet. 

Prince Lobkowitz, with lijs detachment, 
hearing that 300 French troops, being the van 
of a larger body were on their march to Teutch- 
Brod, on the i6th of December prdered Caro- 
ji*s regiment of huflars to attack them ; which 
was done fo efFei^lually, that about 100 were 
killed, and the M. de Chatillon a French brig- 
adier, his fon, four other officers, and 100 pri- 
vate foldiers taken prifoners. 

But the .moft important affair w^s condufted 
by Marffial KhevenhuUer, who was detached 
iagainft . M. Segur, commander of the French 
and Bavarian forces in Auftria. On the 13 th 
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i>f December the marfhal ordered General Count Chap. 
Mercy D^Argentau^ with a body of troops, to IV. 
pais the river Inn, which he happily executed v.— ^^-^- 
and drove the confederates from their intrench- ^74^* 
ments, at Sternberg, as alfo the town and caftlc 
of iSteyr. On the 14th the marfhal arrived at 
Emflatten, where he waited the following days 
for the coming up of the poritbns and artillery, 
^he 17th he marched with the army, and on the 
1 8 th arrived at Hagg, two leagues frorti Ens. 
The 19th he marched all night, artd the next 
morning, at break of dav, hid bridges bver the 
Inn. The work was nnifhed with wonderful 
diipatch, notwithftanding the fire of the French 
cannon 5 and theh the army paffed the river, 
the foot over the bridge, but the horfe took t6 
the ftrcam. The (jenerals Bernklau and Bernes 
were the firfl that got over, and formed the 
troops into order as they came up. A large 
body of the confederates made a (hew of at- 
tacking the Auflrians, but General Bernklau, at 
the head of a detachment of horfe foon difperfcd 
them. As the French and Bavarians had the ' 
river Steyr before them, befides an entrench- 
ment, and a line drawn between the towns of 
Ens and Steyr, Marfhal Khevenhuller made a 
feint of attacking them on the fide of Mathau- 
fen 5 during which time Count Mercy diflodged 
them from Steyr, after having killed and made 
prifoners a great nvimber of them ; and Count 
Falfi marched diredly to attack the town of 
Ens, when the garrilbn immediately defired a 
capitulation, and obtained leave to retire to 
Lintz. Upon this Count Segur, the Prince of 
Tingry, Lord Clare, and General Minucci, 
precipitately retired with the Frenph and Bava- 
rians 5 and Marfhal Khevenhuller detaching the 

I i 2 huflfars 
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huflars after them, a great number were flain 
and taken prifoners. The Auftrian boors, hav- 
ing taken up arms, cut all the French and Ba- 
i74t. varians they met with to pieces; and the mar- 
fbal continued in full march to overtake and 
give them battle, but they retreated, and in 
endeavouring to fave their heavy baggage by 
the Danube, the greateft part of it fell into the 
hands of the Auftrian huflars, who received bat 
a flight lofs, while Baron Trenck was difpatched 
with 250 pandours, to take poflfefllon of the pais 
of Steyermarck, with orders to drive the French 
and Bavarians from Claus, Windifchgarten and 
Spital, in which three places they had 664 okd, 
and five pieces of cannon ; wherewith they might 
have defended themfelves in the defiles of the 
mountains againft an entire army. Baron Trenck 
marched all night, and an hour before day fell 
upon the firft centinel 4iimfelf, and tumbling 
him over the rock down a frightful precipice, 
broke his neck. He then attacked a fmall re- 
doubt, where he took eight prifoners, but the 
reft efcaping carried the alarm to the town of 
Claus, where the Baron followed them dole at 
their heels with 50 men. It was now day-light, 
and as the garrifon ftood looking over the walls, 
the Baron had his fifty men advanced cloie to 
the gates, threatening them with the ill confe- 
quences that muft attend their daring to fire a 
Ihor, their whole army being, as he pretended, 
totally defeated. This fo intimidated the com- 
mandant and the garrifon, that they foon agreed 
to capitulate, and furrendered themfelves there- 
upon prifoners of war. Baron Trenck then fum- 
moned Windifchgarten and ^ital, which upon 
being apprized of his having taken pc^efllbn of 
Claus, lent him their keys immediately, where- 
by 
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by in the fefeing of this important poft he madeCHAPA 
twenty-two officers and the 664 men prifoners, IV. 
and took the five cannon, and alfo forty-eight '—-v*** 
popgans. ^74*^ 

On the 26th of December the confederate 
troops made a feint at firft as if they intended to 
retreat on the fide of Wells and Lambach ; but 
their defisrn was to throw themfelves into Lintz, 
a ftrong and beautiful city, the capital of Upper 
Auftria, 105 miles weft of Vienna, which they 
cffefted, and together with the garrifon they 
made a body of 10,000 men ; when they were 
immediately furrounded, and blocked up by the 
Auftrians : they defended themfelves with great 
refolution, but being deftitute of provifionsy and 
cut off from all afliftance. Count Segur offered 
to capitulate, and to evacuate all the Upper Aus- 
tria, upon .condition of having a free paflage, 
and the military honours allowed them ; but 
Marfhal KhevenhuUer infifted, that they Ihould 
cither furrender themfelves prifoners of war, or 
engage to ferve no more againft the queen dur- 
ing the continuance of the ^ar : and on the 
1 2th of January the French and Bavarians fur- 
rendered upon capitulation, by which they were 
obliged not to ferve againft the Queen of Hun- 
gary for the fpace of a year. But no precaution 
being taken in the articles of capitulation, to 
fettle tile rout of thefe troops, the Auftrians, by 
conducing them by tedious journeys, and im- 
paflfable roads, occafioiied the lols of the greateft 
part of them. 

The great Turenne obferves of capitulations, 
that the particular -place, thj road to it, and 
the time in going ought to be ftipulated. For 
want of which the' French and Bavarians were 
now at the mercy of the Auftrians, in the fame 

manner 
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Part manner as a body of 800 Englifh were to the 

II. Spaniards in 1707, who being taken at Alzira 

.i«.«-v-— J in Spain, only capitulated to be efcorted to Le- 

J741. rida, which might have been done in a fort- 
night \ but the Spaniards conducted them fo hi 
out of the way, that they were three months ia 
going, and did not arrive ^t Lerida till the Spa- 
niards had taken pofleflion of it. 

Th £ populace of France had a good opinion 
of the martial abilities of Count Segur, and ex- 
peded he would have made a braver defence \ 
but the condudb of that general, will admit of 
an eafy vindication, when it is confidered, that 
though the troops were numerous, it put him 
under the greater difficulties, as there was fo 
fmall a quantity of provifions in the town that 
the troops were compelled to live upon horfc- 
fie(h, and had been unfuccelsful in all their faU 
lies ; befides, the count had received pofitive 
orders to preferve the troops, from the court of 
Verfailles ; where, on his arrival, he met with a 
kind reception from the king, though he was 
generally cenfured by the court. 

While Marfhal Khevenhuller was befieging 
Lintz, General Bernes feized the French and 
Bavarian greiat maga^ne at Cremfmunfter ; and 
General Bernklau, pofting with a detachment to 
invade Bavaria, in his way got poITeffion of the 
falt-works at Gemund, with the towns of Halt- 
iladt and Ifchel, and took the garriibns, confid- 
ing of 400 men, prifoners ; and afterwards ob- 
liged the garrifon of Mathaufen to furrender at 
difcretion. The general foon after having fur- 
prized Reidi and Scharding, a town in Bavaria> 
fituated on the river Inn, feven miles louth (^ 
PalTaw, opened a way for the hufiars to make 
incurfions very far into the ele£i:oral territories. 

Count 
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Count Thoring, having coUefted a body of 8,000 Ch At". 
Bavarians, endeavoui-ed to diflodge the Auftrians IV. 

from Scharding -, but being difappointed by the < ^^"^ 

yigilance of General Bernl^lau, who had defeated 174K 
fix companies of grenadiers with a body of 
horfe, which Count Thoring had fent upon that 
defign ; General Bernklau alter leaving a neccf- 
fery force in Scharding, marched forwards, and 
joining Colonel ^entzel with the troops under 
his command, they proceeded together to the 
village of Wittich, where the Bavarians were 
pofted ; and having attacked them, after a brifk 
engagement, wherein the Bavarians loft above 
3,000 men, the Auftrians obtained a complete 
viftory, and took Gcr>eral Preyfing among the 
prijfoners. 

These fucceffes attending the arms of her 
Hungarian majefly, recovered Auftria, pro- 
cured winter quarters for ber troops in Bavaria^' 
and prefaged the glory that crowned her vifto- 
rious troops in the following year. 

The Fr,encl) and their allies were highly cul- 
pable in difuniting their army, confifting of re- 
gular ar^d well-difciplined regiments, inftead 
of marching in a body to attack the Auftrians ; 
who being chiefly new rajfed militia, were in- 
capable of ftandii^ a general battle ; which it 
IS probable the French and Bavarians might 
have obliged them to^ had they marched to Vi- 
enna, where the queen returned on the ift of 
December attended by the whole court. 

To ballance the afJvantages the Queen of 
Hungary had obtained in Aiiftri^ and Bavaria^ 
the Pruffians continued to improve their fuccefe . 
in Silefia ; and Count Neuperg being obliged to 
withdraw the Aulirian forces to make head a- 
gainft the French and Bavarians, on their enter- 
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Fart ing into Bohemia, on the loth of September the 
IL King of Pru0ia invefted Nciis, which furrendcr- 
ed on honourable terms the 20th of Odober^ 
and there being then no fufficient army to op- 
pofe his progreis, he became abfolute mafter of 
all Silefia, and returned to Breflau, where he r^ 
ceived homage, from the whole ftatesof the duchy 
ot Silefia, on the 9th of November, in an aflfem- 
hly of about 400 deputies. 

As the protellant religion is the moft predomi^ 
nant in Sileiia, this induced the inhabitants the 
more readily to acknowledge their fubmiffion to 
the King of Pruffia ; his majefty releafed them 
from all rents and fervices impofed on them bj 
the Romilh clergy, and his refufal of a free g^ 
of 100,000 crowns offered him by the dates, to- 
gether with his mild treatment and endeavours 
to gain the affedions pf the people, effedually 
procured him their regard and efteem ; and bo 
majefty, after re-eftabli(hing the public tranqui- 
lity, returned to Berlin, and in his way paid a 
yifit to the court of Drelden. 

After the taking of Neiis, his Pruflian ma- 
jefty detached Count Leopold de Deftitu widi' 
12,000 men, to join the Elector of Bavaria in 
Bohemia, who in his way befieged the city of 
Glatz, the capital of that country, fituated at 
the foot of the mountains which divide Bohemia 
from Silefta, 100 miles eaft of Prague, and had 
the town furrendered to him on the 9th of J^nUr 
ary, but the caftle held out till the 27th of Apri!» 
when the garrifbn obtained an honourable capi- 
tulation, and were conducted to the Auftnan 
army. The king, on his departure from thQ 
army to Breflau, left the remainder of his troops 
to the command of Count Schwerin, who en- 
tered the duchy of Moravia without oppofition, 

and 



9|i|4/M Jfte ifthaf December laid ficge toOI-OhA*** 
tf^MVh the capital city, fituated on the Hver Mo- Vf. 
. ^.v^ 75 tnilea \i. id Vienna, which being fiir- ^^^-v-^ 
. f^^ered on honourable terms, the garriibn re- ^74^ « 
.ttrp4 to Brino^ a ftrong town 30 njilcs S. W. of 
.QifniiUf whicl) iwa^ fi)on after intrefted by the 
.j^nsi 

Tit c rigour td the feafon inviting the confe- 
derate forces tx) . retire into winter quarters^ the 
|<*rench c^is^ooed themfelves along the Muldaw 
tp tiie confines of Au(lria^ and the Saxons and 
PruQians about JBrinn, and Znaim^ a town 
. thir^-Bve milci N. W. of Vienna^ and twenty 
9)il(S9 S« of Briian in Moravia. 

As the campaign terminateid with an aufpicious 
:|fpfped^ in &vour of the Queen of Hungary 
;iitt9ii:ift the confederate ^rmy, it will be now re- 
igjifite CO fee what danger fhe was expofed to in 
her Italian dominions. 

A3 foon a$ the King of Spain had miblifhed 
)}^ preten^ons to the Auftrian fucceuion, the 
Hui^gariao miniiiberat ftome, about the middle 
9f January, demanded a paflkge through the ec- 
clefiaftical territories for 5000 o£ the Queen of 
itlwgiry^s troops^ to march from the Milanefe 
fp Tufcany ; which his fadinefe not only agreed 
^, but granted her majefty permifllon to kvy a 
temh on the rcarenues of ;he clergy, and vo 
tfi^kc ufe pf all the church piate in her domini- 
/on$, for fupporting her in her diftrcfied circum* 
iUt^es, ^ 

Tnjt' Spaniards made early preoaratipns in the 
^sring to fend a body of troops into Italy from 
M^celoM^ whect a great number of ivefTels were 
re^y to tranfpont nhem ; but this project met 
with iev^ral difiicult&es, and feemed to be entirely 
. Vol. I. K k neglcftcd 
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Part negledted till October ; for as foon as the court of 
II. Madrid had received intelligence of the Hanover 
■^■v-^^j neutrality, the expedidon was refumed, nineteen 
174^- - battalions of foot, and 1,200 horfe, being about 
15,000 men, commanded hj the Duke de Mod- 
temar, Capuin-General of Spain, arrived at Bar- 
celona, and were conveyed by 200 fail of tranf- 
pores, under the convoy of fix Spanilh Gallics 
and three French men of war, for the coaft of 
Italy : but being difperfed by a ftorai, they were 
drove into the French ports of Provence and 
Languedoc ; however the fleet fuftained no lofc, 
and being in a few days united, they proceeded 
on their voyage, and arrrived at Orbitello on the 
coaft of Tufcany, where the army was fafelv 
landed without any interrupdon from the Britim 
fleet, at that time lying in the bay of Gibraltar; 
and were in expedUnon of being reinforced by 
a body of French. 

Th e King of the two Sicilies, awed by the 

' Bricifli fleet, had hitherto profefled a neutrality, 

but being evidently attached to the Spanifli in- 

tereft, privately refolved to aflift Spain againft 

the Queen of Hungary* 

Th e Minifters of France and Spain had been 
very ibllicitous at the court of Turin, to influence 
the King of Sardinia in the alliance againft her 
Hungarian majefty, and by their extenfive pro- 
miles, had even engaged. him to pubUflb a mani- 
fefto, declaring his rights to the duchy of Milan ; 
but he foon faw through the artifice ; and jealoos 
of the Spaniards gaining any fettlement in Italy, 
he determined to efpouie the caufe of the hode 
of Auftria : to this he was the more inclined, ^ 
his queen was fifter to the Grand Duke of Tal^ 
cany, who, for his aflifbuice^ had made him an 
.... . offer 
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offer of the cities of Pa via, Voghcra, and Vige-CH-AP. 
vano, with their refpcftive diftridts, in the Mi- IV. 
lanefe, which lay very convenient to his domini- v,^-v"^-i< 
ens. Though his Sardinian majefty had an army 1 74 ^' 
of 60,000 men ready to take the field, his fi- 
nances were too poor to fet him in a condition of 
commencing hoftilities againft the enemies ofthe - 
houfe of Auftria, till he could procure a fubfidy 
to enable him to fupport his forces : in the mean 
time he abfolutely refufed a paffage to any of the 
Spanifh troops through his dominions, and form- 
ed two camps on his frontiers, in each of which 
he aflembled 10,000 men, and refolved to op- 
pofe the entrance q^>t;|bA Spa^ into this coun- 
try, which compelk{lvl9Si5^ hazard of 
their troops, in an.^robarkation i ?n^ the 
French aq^Jbaflador demanded a paf&ge through 
Piedmont^r i5^<XKS;.trcj^ join th^ Spani- 
ards, his ^ajefi^ $l(&ri^ibd it) decjarii^ '^ He 
" would ecpploy all£;his forces in oppbfing the 
** attempts of any power that fliQuld endeavour 
*' to difturb the nrmfe'.of Italy ;'Mn which he 
nobly adhered, wi|h arefejutipn-^fuperior to the 
frowns of fortune,* niaoificftihg a magnanimity 
worthy the line of Eugene, and exerting all the 
bravery, condudb, and honour, of a valiant he- 
ro, and worthy prince. 

The Ecclefiaftical and Venetian ftates, however 
difpofed to affift the Queeii of Hungary, adhered 
to a flrifi: neutrality ; but the republic of Genoat 
though they had not yet declared their fenti- 
ments, were too much influenced by the councils 
of France to refufc an implicit conformity to the 
will and pleafure of that court, who had but 
lately afllfted the republic in reducing the rer 
yoked Corficans to their obedience. 

Kk 2 But 
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BvT it was too Uu in the fear fdr the Spalt 
ards to commence an^ military deC^pis } ttiey gpi 
• into winter quarters, waidqg for a iat^hstcalcft^ 
from Spain, 9od tbt return eS %rii>fc . 6e^) 
they attempted aby thing htiias to mft Bd yJA)- 
Tcpak of her HwgkriiQ niai^7*3 ItaJin-tlaiPJw 
nionj. ■.;;;...» 
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CHAPTER I. 

The j^xpeditioo ^unft Cup a. 

{N dkc return ofthcBrttifiiSeet and^HAP. 

. forces to Jamaica, from the Hege J. 

I of <^rthageDa» the remaias of tbft i^-^^-vj 

[ army cononucd in a feebte aixt >74r* 

j languid amditiont the ftip that- 

C«Dc 0Ut sricL sir Ch^ner C^Ie were novr 
generally fickly, and the whole fleet in great 
went of ieamcD, tbwgb the companies of the. 
lesfoned Qjips hel(l ic toleraUy healthy. This 
general fidcn.c& a^ded a melancholly fcene to 
itie ^rviyofs of the late fatal expedition, and 
gKve yiffC Adqupl Veriion the ^kr employ- 
ment 
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Fart meot to remedy all their wants and defefts, toen- 
II. abk them to proceed on (pme ot^her, .and moiie 

L-^v-^-^ prolperoiis delign againft , the Spaniards, which 
174'- he was willing to have commenced with the ut- 
fiK^ diligence their miferable condition would 
permit ; as he knew a continuance on that in* 
temperate ifland, mud be attended with the to- 
tal krfs of the healthy and reviving men. 

As the vice admiral had received inftru£tions 
in r^ard to the difpatching a proportionable 
number of his (hips home, on thofe of the Spani- 
ards being returned to Europe, or deftroyed ; 
and fenfible of the danger the unfheathed eighty 
gun flups, and others of tlie mod crazy of the 
iUps would run, if they were not fent home to 
ikve a fummer's paflfage, he therefore found it 
ncceflary, and the council of war afterwards 
concurred with him in opinion, that fuch fhip 
ought to be difpatched to England, fb as a fuffi- 
cicnt force was referved, in regard to the Spanifli 
iquadron under Don Rodrigo- de Torres at the 
Havanna, and thofe under Monfieur de Roche^ 
feuil at Hifpaniola. 

Seven of the eight eiglity gqn fhips, the 
FHncefs Carolina, Ruflel, Norfolk, Shrewlbury, 
Frinceis Amelia, Torbay, and Chichefter ; as alfo. 
the Hampton-Court, Burford, Windfbr, and 
Falmouth ; the Succeis, Eleanor, Cumberland, 
Terrible, and Goodley frigates, being unlheath- . 
cd, they would have been endrely ruined by re- 
maining any longer on fervice in the hot cli- 
mates; upon which the vice admiral ordered 
them to get in readinels, and proceed immedi- 
ately to England, under the command of Com- 
modore Leftock ; who, having taken on board 
Colonel Woolf, and fome other officers afflifled 
with the general infirmity cohcia£b:d before Car^* 

thagena. 
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thagena, and fuch part of the foldiers as were Chap. 
rendered unfit for fervicc, foon after fet (ail, I. 
taking under his convoy the homeward>bound v.-i->r^ 
fleet that had fet out with the Kennington aiid i/i'- 
Torrington, but had returned, on account of 
the fiery-breeze feafbn. ' 

Though the depaifture of fo many bailors, at 
fuch an unieafonable time, was very inconvenient 
to the rcniainder of the fleet, it was abiblutely 
neceflary for the prefervation of fuch valuable 
ihips as were ordered to return with Commodore 
Leftock; and as jthe vice admiral began to ap- 
prehend, from the conduft of General Wcnt- 
worth, that a divifion would unavoidably enfiie 
in their profecution of other enterprizcs, he was 
in hopes of being permitted to refign the com- 
mand to Sir Chaloner Ogle, and was very defir- 
ous of returning to England with the Ihips he 
was obliged to fend under Commodore Leftock, 
having no difcrctiotiary power to return at his 
own option, but was- even perfuaded for the 
fervice of his country to remain contented in his 
ftation, however difigreeable it might be, to aft 
in conjun£lion with an officer, of whole abilities 
he had little reaibn to give any commendation ; 
to this the vice admiral the more chearfully 
fubmitted, as he had been prefled by the Duke 
of Newcaftle to continue the command of this 
flieet ; for his grace, by a letter to the viceadmi- 
ral, dated the 24th ' of May, informed him, - 
*' That he wifticd, for the honour of his coun- 
" try, for the fuccefs of his majefty*s arms, and 
*« for the perfecting the great work he had i^ 
*« glorioufly begun, of reducing the S^niards 
^^ in th^ Weft Indies, that he would not think 
** of coming home and leaving his command 
*^ there; which, without the leaft imputation 
^ ** upon 




<' gpon ^ny body, c^uld not be flif^ied by wf 
^^ one, on whom hk Pl^e^y* the fiSLfkmi md 
^< all the king^s friencU and ferviDt^ ^ukl Iwft 
^^ an equal dependance,'' 

Vice Admiral Vernon was ioduftrkiuOy ^ip. 
ployed in conipleting the preparatory ooeafur^ 
towards accelerating the refitting of hjy fifet^ and 
pitting them in a proper cooditipn for r^curpiiig 
to fea, on the further iervice of hk k|ng apd 
xxxintry, whic}i was the predominant^ gnd opij^ 
.paflion, then reigning in the bolbnci Qf (his exc^ 
Ut^t commander: he was impatient tp retrieve 
jhc martial glory and reputation of his ptf^ 
country, which the Spaniards hfid infolently yilh 
6ed and degraded, mice the retreat from Qtf« 
thagena, and which the admiral, fir^d widi 
honefl zeal to preierve the Britifls honoqr» wis 
determined to re-eftablifh > efpeciallyi ^s he wdl 
knew what a prodigious fum thi^ expedition 
had cod, and how high the nation ha4 carji^d 
their expectations from it, which as often as he 
refleded on, he was the ipore animated to e^rt 
his abilities to anfwer the great view pf the M- 
tion, which was effe^uaUy to reduce the pawtf 
of Spain in America^ and the vice adtpirai wxs 
determined^ to look with a juil refentment» Qn all 
who (hould (hew any want of their duty, in ao- 
compli(hing this great and ultimate defigo^ 

Having ifiMed out the ;iece(Iary orders to Stt 
all the wheels in motion ; his ncyc thought was 
iibout holding a general .council of war, for re* 
gubting their future proceedings i which being 
propoied to the reft o| the cpiM^* they WQOtd^ 
^ngly ai&mbled. 



At 
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At a general couhcil of war held at his Excel- Chap. 
lency's iGovernor Trelawncy*s, at St Jago I. 
de la Vaga, on the 26th oif May> 1741. 
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• • 

Vice Adntiiral Vernon^ Sir Chaloner Ogle, Ge- 
neral Wentworth, General Guife, and Gover- 
nor Trelawney, 

< The council) after maturely deliberating 
on their inftrudtions, orders, letters, intercept- 
ed intelligences, and advices % and having re-^ 
gard to the great redu^on of their forces^ 
were of opinion, That in regard to the dimi- 
nution of the forces, the fecurity of Jamaica, 
the Britidi trade.^ and of all fupplies coming 
to them, and alfo the preferving a communi- 
cation with Jamaica for their fupplies; the- 
only expedition, that could be thought ad- 
vifable to be undertaken, was againft St Jago 
de Cuba, a port of great importance to the 
fecurity of the Britifh trade, and cutting off 
the baneful correfpondcncc between the Spani- 
ards and Hifpaniola. And though in regard 
to the general ficknefs, that fpread itfclf through ^ 
fleet and army, they were not in very good 
condition for undertaking any new expedition ; 
yet on the alTurance given the council by Go- 
vernor Trelawncy, that they might rely on a 
fupply from Jamaica of i ,000 of the moft fer- 
vicable blacks they could raife in the ifland, 
to be all chofen men, and to have proper offi- 
cers ; and through a fincere zeal for doing the 
ulmoft in their power, to anfwer the cxpedta- 
* lions of their royal matter from the great 
Vol. L Li ' * cxpencc 




1 741 



^e Condudt of the Powers of Europe^ 

expence of this expedition/ ^< It was the re* 

< folution of the council, to undertake this ejt- 

< pedition ag^inft St Jago, and to pulh it for- 

< ward with all the difpatch the utuation of 
^ their affairs would admit of/' 

This refolution was figned by the two admir 
rals and both the generals, but was diflented from 
by Governor Trelawney, who was of Ofttnioni 
«^ That fince the forces had been fo reduced bf 
*< ficknefs, the remaining number ought not to 
<* be hazarded, but on a fervice that, if it fdc- 
*< ceeded, might be of great benefit and im- 
*< portance to Great Britain. He could not 
<^ think St Jago de Cuba of confequence, while 
<< the Englifli were matters at fea ; and took it 
<< for an inviolable ma»m to be fuperiors, as 
*« they might be, at fea in the Weft Indies, or 
<^ elfe pofleffions there would be a detriment^ 
*^ inflead of a benefit, to Great Britain ; and 
*' no pofleffions, but fuch as are ufeful in com> 
^< merce, are for the benefit of England. Fin- 
** ama is of that nature, as it would command 
*< the ifthmus of Darien ; and therefore, if there 
was force enough, with the help cf the Mot 
quito Indians, and negroes under proper 
<« officers from Jamaica, an attempt upon that 
*^ place would be, in his opinion, mofl advii^ 
*? able/» 

But the pofleflion of this pure, large, and 
healthy iOand of Cuba, was the univerlal cry of 
the Britifli nation; all their hearts were bent 
upon it ; and nothing could be done in the Weft 
Indies half lb acceptable as fuch an acquifition : 
though Governor Trelawney might naturally 
pedid, that if a Britifli fettlement was obtained 
in Cuba, the utility of it muft necei&rily deftroy 

the 
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the trade, and reduce the value of land in Ja-CHA^. 
maica; and therefore might endeavour todif« I. 
courage an enterprize, that feemed extremely ^ ^^."-^ 
prejudicial to his own government. His majcfty 1741. 
in his inftruflions, fent from Hercnhaufen, the 
loth of July 1740, had particularly recommend- 
ed to the vice admiral, to attempt the Havanna, 
la Vera Cruz, Mexico, Carthagena, and Pana- 
ma, but of all thefe the moft defirable acquifition 
was the redu6Hon of the town and port of the 
Havanna. It was now impoflible to attempt the 
Havanna, beeauie Don Rodrigo de Torres was 
in that port, with an equal, if not a fuperior 
force to the Britifh (quadron : and therefore the 
conqueft of St Jago feemed the moft preferable 
to be undertaken, as that port was the rendez- 
vous of the Spanifli privateers ; and if the Britifh 
forces were once in pofleflion of Cuba, the whole 
world would not be able to diipoflefs them again, 
ttnd they might then make peace with Spain, 
without the intervention of France, giving them 
almoft any thing in Europe they might defire, 
but fhewing them, at the fame time, they (hould, 
in great meafure, depend upon Great Britain, 
the chief maritime power, for the very pofleflion 
of their Indies. 

The vice admiral and General Wcntworth ^ 
returned to their pofts, for giving the neceflary 
orders for proceeding on the expedition with all 
poflible difpatch. The inhabitants of Jamaica, 
fenflble of the abilities of the vice admiral, and 
grateful for the fervice he had done them, by or- 
dering his cruizers to fuch advantageous fituations 
for the proteAion of their valuable trade, and 
plefceivinjg the too vifible havoc that had riotout 
jy raged among, and diminiflied the land forces, 
who frprp y2,opo were now reduced i^ 3,000, 

1^1 2 offered 
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Part offered to raife a body of 5,000 negroes for the 

II. prefent expedition : but it was judged mod ad- 

u>i,>y,-^ vifable, both in regard to the royal fervice, and 

^74^* to their own conveniency, to defife a fmaller 

number, and to have only a thoufand chofen 

blacks, which were immediately colleded ; and 

the fleet, and forces, were as expeditioufly pre* 

pared for the enterprize. 

The vice admiral, on the 25th of June, or- 
dered Capt. Renton, in the Ripon, to proceed 
immediately to fea, and get into a proper ila- 
tion, for cruizing to windward of St Jago, foe 
i' reconnoitring the coaft, and intercepting the 

Spanifh trade ; and having appointed Cape Don- 
na Maria for the firft, and Walthenam Bay, 
about twelve leagues to windward of St Jago^ 
on the ifland of Cuba, for the fecond general 
place of rendezvous ; the vice admiral direded 
the iquadron to proceed to fea, with the tranf 
ports, in detachments -, on which they began to 
get out from Port Royal harbour on the 28tb : 
the Suffolk, Strafford, Dunkirk, Deptford, Aur 
gufta, York, Briftol, Vulcan, and LitchiSdd, 
being left at Port Royal, under the command 
of Capt. Davers, to proteft the ifland of Jamaica ; 
who had orders to forward the York, peptfordji 
^nd iiiugufta, to follow (he admiral, as ibon as 
they were in a condition for the fea. On thq 
13th of July the fleet affemblcd off the ifland of 
Navaffa, whep the whole iquadron confift^d of 
the fpUowing (hips ; 
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he tranfports, and ftorcfliips, confided of forty- 
le fail ; and the land forces, and blacks, on 
>ard the fleet, made a body of 4,000 men. 
The whole fleet got into Walthenham har- 
}ur on the i8th of July, being fixty-one fail 
^Ih where they had the pleafure to find them- 
Ives poffeffedi of the fineft harbour in the Wefl 
dies, capable of containing any number of 
ipping, and fecure ag^infl hurricanes ; which, 
that dangerous part of the feaibn was approach- 
g, yielded the fleet a much fafer proteftion, 
an the harbour of Port Royal, againfl the vi- 
ence of fuch dreadful encounters: to this har- 
)ur the vice admiral immediately gave the 
tme of Cumberland harbour; in honour of his 
oyal Highncfe the Duke of Cumberland. 

The 
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Th e ifland of Cuba is the largeft, and far the 
mod temperate and pleafant of all the Antilles ; 
lying between ipdeg. 30 m. and 23 deg. of north 
'741* latitude, and from 293 to 304 deg. ot longi- 
tude, being about 230 leagues in length, and 
in the broadeft part 40 leagues wide, in the nar- 
rowed: about 12 ; having Florida, and theLu* 
cayos, on the north, Hifpanida on the weft, Jah 
maica and the fouthern continent on the fboth^ 
and the gulph of Mexico on the eaft. A coun- 
try, redundant, not only with, the iiece0kry con- 
veniences of life, but abounding even with the 
more delicate bleflings of nature, and is muck 
the krgeft ifland in America ; the favannas, or 
large open meadow lands, are fwarming with 
cattle, and the woods with hogs both wild and 
tame ; the land is good for fugar canes, wbidi 
it produces, and tobacco of the bed: kind in 
great plenty ; wheat, rice, all kind of fidlet* 
ing, and pulfe, flourifli very plentifully, with 
fruit of all kinds that thofe Indies afford ; the 
woods are full of mahogony, fuftic, Spanitii 
elm, cedar, and feveral other valuable kinds, 
alio cotton grows wild, be fides what is planted ; 
the whole ifland, is full of fine rivers, and har- 
bours, fit for tranfportation ; and the town erf 
Covery, within three leagues ot St Jago, has io 
it one of the richeft of copper mines, on which 
the Spaniards are inceflfantly at work. The Ha- 
vanna, which lies on the weftern part of the 
ifland, is the moft confiderable town for ftrength 
and opulence, and contains about half of tht 
whole inhabitants *, where the Spanifli admiral 
Jay, at this time, with twelve fliips of the line» 
and 8,000 feamen. 

This admiral had been, for fome time, in 
the American feas, without atteortpting any en* 

tcrprizc 
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terprize againft the £ngli(h ; and his iailorsCHAP. 
were di^irited at the many unfortunate acci- I, 
dents, that had happened to him, being pre*^ — ^-^ 
pofleded with an opinion, that nothing but mis- I74<* 
fortune, would attend a commander, on whom 
the heavens had feemed to threaten and prog- 
noftic deftru6lion, by a variety of inaufpicious 
omens*, nor, confidering the blind fuperftitioti 
of the Spaniards, does this, their opinion, afibrd 
die leaft matter of admiration : for the admiral, 
on his departure from drthagena, run his (hip, 
the Santa Anna, a-ground, on the rocks in go- 
ing into the Havanna, where fhe beat off half 
her keel *, De Torres then hoifled his flag oti 
board the Invincible, a new built (hip at the 
Havanna, and never at iea, which was foon af- 
terwards blown up by lightening, and in her 
four millions of pieces of eight ; the town was 
deferted by all the Spaniards, whilfl: the (hip 
was burning ; two churches were extremely da- 
maged by the blaft ; the admiral narrowly e(^ 
caped in his boat, and the next (hip in which he 
hoifted his flag, had her main-maft carried away 
in a thunder-ftorm, two days after his coming 
on board ; which made the ftrongeft imprefli- 
ons, on the minds of lb weak and pufillanimous 
a people. 

St Jagg is the principal town in the eaftern 
part of the country, is the moft antient in the 
ifland, and generaUy efteeroed the capital ; tho* 
now the governor retides at the Havanna ^ and 
only fuch of the Spaniards as have eftates on the 
ifhnd, and are contented with their po(!eflk>ns 
without interfering much in trade, inhabit this 
place ; which h^s a declining afped, and pre- 
serves only the ruins of its former greatnefi : yet 
this city has a^ pore inferior^ id its fituation, to 

the 
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Part the Havanna, only in trade^ but inuch mote 

11. commodious for privateers, as it commands the 

L-">v— *^ windward paflage. Tiiough the city is well in- 

174I- habited , and well (ituated, for trade, it remains 
but in a very indifferent condition as to its ford- 
Qcations ; for the harbour was naturally fo well 
iortified, as to give the Spaniards no reslfbn to 
fear any attack from the lea ; and the diftance 
the town lay at from any other harbour, gave 
them as little concern from the land quarter, 
where they had left their fortifications, withoot 
the lead repairation fince the commencement of 
the war. The towns, in general, are awed 
beneath the fubjeflion of a few wealthy Spaniards^ 
who exercife an arbitrary power over a muldtode 
of indigent people, that have no recourie to any 
open laws, to relieve them from their unnatural 
and inhuman fervility ; which has depraved 
them to an indolent and effeminate courfe of 
life, making them very inclinable to throw off* 
the heavy yoke of Spanifh flavery, and ready 
to embrace an. opportunity of enjoying the hap- 
pinefs of Britilh liberty. 

The vice admiral, when at fea, having ib- 
lemnly taken the declaradon of John Drake, an 
Englifh mariner, who had refided thirteen years 
upon that part of the ifland, and was, well ac- 
quainted with the nature of the country, and the 
road from Cumberland harbour to St Jago, which 
appeared, by that declaration, to make it eafily 
pradicable for the army to advance to the town« 
For Cumberland harbour was, declared to be, 
about two or three miles broad, having a frefb- 
water river running into it on the leewardmoft 
fide ; up which river for about a leag^e there is 
four or five fathom water, and on the larboard 
fide the royal falina. Further up, the water 

Iboals. 
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ihoals, butinfuch a manner that the Boyne'sCnAP. 
lon^-boat could very well pafs about three or four I, 
leagues, farther than which even a doree cannot u^v--^ 

J >ars, being only ancle deep. About two leagues ^74^- 
Irom the king's falina, upwards on the (larboard 
fide, were two other falinas, from which falinas 
to a village called Elleguava, containing about 
a hundred houfes, and a fmall church, it is eight 
leagues ; where the inhabitants are Indians and 
mulattoes, who live by hunting and railing of 
ftock. This village is eleven leagues from Cum- 
berland harbour, thirteen leagues from St Jago, 
and lies in the dired road from that town to 
Baraccoa, which is about thirty leagues from the 
village. The road, from the two falinas to Elle- 
ffuava, is about two miles along the river fide ; 
from thence a good open road for about two 
leagues more, when there is a fine large favanna 
for about two leagues further, and the remaining 
two leagues is likewife good and open, with 
crawles, or cattle pens, frequently fcattered upon 
the road. From Elleguava to St. Jago, the 
road is for the moft part woody hills and dales ; 
but in the narrowed part, fo broad that ten men 
may very well go a-breaft 5 and there are three 
or four rivulets, alfo crawles or cattle pens^ to be 
often met with in the pailage. 

Admiral Vernon had likewife coUedted 
proper intelligence of the fituation and drength 
of the town, port, and citadel of St Jago; and 
^l this received great afliftance from Henry Ca- 
velier, carpenter of an Afliento brigantine, who 
had been prifoner there, and employed a confi- 
derable time at work on the fortifications ; by 
whofe declaration it appeared. That at the fouth 
entrance of the port, on the (larboard fide, is a 
low battery called the Panto, which has two 
Vol. I. M Q) twelve 
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Fart twelve pounders^ three fix pounders^ and one 
IL four pounder, at the entrance below, pointing 
-v—-' to the road which leads from the bay where they 
<74i* land. About halfway up the hill, by fteps, b 
another battery, called Plata Forma Grande, 
frontinjg the fea, with eight forty- two pounders, 
and two eighteeh pounders, with feven caves for 
lodging ibldiers and provifions: higher up is 
another battery, which has two honey-comb guns, 
four pounders, and a ciftern which will contain 
about 2 or 3,000 gallons of water. Higher up 
is another fmall plat-form, with a little ciftern, 
but no guns: above this is another plat-form, 
about twenty feet from the top of the hill, which 
has ten guns, four pounders, two of them brafi; 
three of thefe guns point to the fea, all the reft 
to the land. Under this plat-form is the en- 
trance into the Morro caftle, or citadel, which 
IS a quadrangular fort of eight guns. Above, 
through a gate about ten feet wide, about 
lixteen feet from the gate is a dry mote, about 
fixteen or eighteen feet Wide, and as n^any deepj 
and about fixteen feet from this mote is another, 
about eleven feet wide and as many deep, with 
a draw-bridge over each: and on the weftem 
lide of the harbour, oppofite to Morro caftic, 
was a fmall battery of five guns. 

Abou t a quarter of a mile further up in the 
inorth part of the harbour, on the town fide, is 
the caftle Eftrella, fituate on ^n eminence, with 
a battery of eighteen pounders ; and about twen- 
ty feet below, a fmall battery of three guns, 
eighteen pounders, both fronting the entrance 
of the port ; and on the fame level wkh the ten 
gun battery, is an angle fronting crois the har- 
bour, which has .feven guns, four pounders. 
This caftic may be cafily furprized, feveral paths 

leading 
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leading to the top thereof, from which the af-CHA^. 
cendants might nre down upon all the batteries, J. 
or even kill the men with ffones from the top ; ^— v- 
and the eaftermoft fide is openi^ and without any J^74i 
defence. The Eftrella once gained, will com- 
mand the Punto, the weftermoft end of Plata 
l^orma Grande, and the top of Morro caftle. 

At fome further diftance to the northward of 
the Eftrella, is another little battery called Santa 
Catalina, which has two twelve pounders lying 
^Imoft level with the water, and fronting the en^ 
trance of the port ; this battery, with twenty men 
pnly, may be eafily furpriz^d and taken at any 
time ; and here the Spaniards had pioored a |h^ 
acrofs the harbour. 

There was alfb, to the eaft ward of Morrp 
caftle, another battery of firyen guns called the 
Aquadores, and the Spaniards haa lately erefted 
two other fmall batteries on eminences, to guard 
the road between Elleguava and th^ town. 

Th e narrownefe of the entrance into the har^- 
bour of Sc Jago, and the Angular difficulty of 
fhips getting into it, occafioncd by the obftruc- 
tion of the eddy wiiid (that conies down the 
Morro caftle and the Eftrella, and would infal- 
libly drive them on the weftern (hore, without 
the affiftance of a cable fattened to an anchor on 
Ihore, in the bight between the two caftles) ren- 
ders it impoffible to attack the town by fea ; for 
this reafon Vice Admiral Vernon had fixed on 
Walthenam bay, diftant eleven leagues W. S. W. 
from St Jago, as the neareft and moft commo- 
dious fituation to embark the troops, for their 
!)roceeding to march and attack the town on the 
and fide, where, as they did not cxpeft to be 
furprized, the Spaniards were at prefent entirely 
open and def^ncclcfs. Walthenam, now Cum- 

Mm ^ bcrland 
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Part berland harbour, b about tweoty-four leagues 

n. from Sc Jago, and in the dry leaibn of the year, 

.^.^-v-*-^ which is from Odober to June, the roads are 

I74I- very good, and even in the rainy ieafon paflable 
without much difficulty. 

As Vice Admiral Vernon was poflefled of a 
good [Hlot for the harbour, on his arrival he loft 
no time in making the bed ufe of him ; having 
detached Gtpt. Forreft in the bomb-ketch, one 
of the fire-fbips, a brigantine and floop tenders, 
and the bomb tender, who entered the lagooQ 
going up to the ialinas, with part of this flotilla 
that evening. And by day-break on the 19th of 
July, Capt. Wadbn was difpatched with all the 
barges and yawls manned and armed, to help to 
tow the flotilla as high up as it was navigable for 
them; and he returned the fame night, after 
having pofted the floop as high as the upper la- 
Jinas, and the bomb-ketch and brig tender as 
high as the lower falinas, juft above which was 
a bar on entering the frefh water river, on 
which was not more than nine feet water. 

Admiral Vernon fummoned a gene- 
ral council of war, which aflembled, and was 
compofed by the vice admiral. General Went- 
worth. Sir Chaloner Ogle, General piakeney, 
Colonel Lowther, Colonel Cochraq, Captain 
Mayne, and Captain Cotterell. 

At a general council of war, held on board his 
' majefty's fliip the Cumberland, the 2ott^ of 
July, 1 741. 

* The council having aflembled to conflder 

* of the properefl: methods of proceeding, in 

* c^^ecution of the refolution of the council of 
/* p * war 
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war of the 26th of May laft, and in compli-CHAP. 
ance with his majefty's general inftruftions. I. 

« And having laid before them, by Vice Ad- ^^^v>->i 
miral Vernon, his majefty's inftruftions; the 174*- 
information of John Drake, in relation to the 
prafticability of the roads between Walthenam 
and St Jago ; the information of Henry Ca- 
valier, in relation to the fituation and ftrength 
of the Morro caftle, and other batteries for the 
defence of the harbour of St Jago, and the 
praflicablenels of furprizing the Eftrella and 
Catalina, by coming on the back of them. 
^ A N D having perfbnally examined Capt. 
Watfon and Lieutenant Lowther, who had 
been fent to reconnoitre the approaches to the 
village of Catalina, as far as they were naviga- 
ble, and had both reported. That they found 
every thing exaftly to agree with the informa- 
tion of John Drake. 

^ And Capt. Rentone likewife attended; but 

the council, thought his opinion by letter fuffi- 

cient, of the imprafticability of attacking the 

harbour of St Jago immediately by fea. 

* And the goodncfe of Walthenam harbour 

fufficiently recommending itfelf, the council 

taking the whole maturely into confideration, 

unanimoufly rcfolved' " Immediately to fet a- 

bout doing every thing in their power, to 

comply with the principal view of his majefty's 

inftruftions, that of pofieflSng themfelves of 

the ifland of Cuba; and for advancing to at- 

• tempt to furprize and take the batteries above 

• the Morro caftle, if the approaches to them 

• were found pradlicable for the forces; to get 

• up to the village of Catalina with the utmoft 
' expedition, and at all events to fecure that^ 

and a communication with Walthenam har- 

" bour. 
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Part ^^ hour, as a proba|)Ie founds^tion to acquire^ 
<^ foQCing in the ifland of Cuba, and waiting fo^ 
*< fiirtber fuccQurs, (p enable diem to complete 
«* tl\e reduftion of it. 

** And resolved, Tlw^t the general be defire4 
<c to ^cqqaint the reijpedtive governors of tbf 
^* POrthern polonies., with their refolution to e£> 
^^ tahlifli theox^Ives on Cuba^ and wait for hi; 
^* majefty's further infl:rqi£tions, and defire th^ 
** to tend what recruits they could raife \ and tf 
^^ afiure the inhabitants of their refpedive colo^ 
*^ nie$» that were willing to endeavour to kicdi^ 
'* themfelves in Cuba, that they ihould be fure 
f * to meet with all poHible encouragement 

" Unanimously refolving, to do all joinfe 
•* ly in their power, to fecure a footing in thtt 
*' ifland, till they received his majefty*s further 
^' inftruiStions." 

The landing of the troops was eflefted with 
the greatcft celerity, and General Wentwo;th 
pitched on the firft place for halting the forces 
pn the fide of the river, about three leagues fron) 
the mouth of the harbour. On the 25th the 
general fent out a detachment of 100 of the 
American troops and 100 negroes, with aguide^ 
under Major Dunfler, to reconnoitre the coun- 
try ; who meeting with an advanced party of thp 
Spaniards of fifty men, under Capt, Don Pjsdro 
uuarro, the Spaniards precipitately fled before 
the detachment without exchanging a fliot, leav* 
ing them eleven horfes, fome of their ammuni- 
ti6n, and a good deal of jerked beef; and 
though the Spaniards had another party of twen- 
ty-five men lurking in ambufcade, they never 
attempted to furprize the Englifh, who continu- 
ing their reconnoitre, on the 26th arrived at 
Guantanamo, a houfe and favanna belonging to 

Pen 
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l>on Pedro Guarro^ about fifteen liStgufes fiNMiGHAP« 
St Jago, whcbe they difccrned ahothSr hdttfc^ 4, 
about two miles arid a hal^ from Guaritanatho^ ^i^a=-va^ 
over a fine lavanna called Gano Vaco, wheUe "^T*'- 
Major Dunfter ordered fifty foldiers, flaying 
himfelf at the firft houfe with the feft rfthe for- 
ces. On the 28th in the morning. Major Dtm- 
ifter let out for the village of EUeguava, leaving 
fifty foldiers to take care of the hotife, ^d took 
the other fifty from Gano Vaco, which made «k 
all 150 men ; they matched Ovtr a pretty ffiecp 
hill, and difagreeable floney road, entering tte 
village without refiftance about four o'clock itat ' 
the afternoon, the inhabitants having all aban- 
doned it. llie village {lands <m a high bank^ 
die river running half ^ay round it, abounding 
with plenty of every thing but bread kind, i^i 
{>lantatrons not being ripe. Major Duhller being 
cautious of a furprize by a fiipi^rior force, at lb 
gteat a diftance from the cimp, Without advanc- 
ing any further, (Continued making little excurfi- 
ons after the horfes, cattle, and hogs, to the 2d 
of Aiiguft, when he returned to Guantanamo 
wth his detachment, where he found Colonel 
Cochran and Lieutenant-Cplonel Whitford, with 
250 foldiers and 100 negroes; who, though 
they had now 500 men, and the Spaniards no 
parties confidcrable enough to oppofe them, 
without marching any further, ordered the 
whole party to return to the can>p, where they 
arrived on the 4ch, having in their march had 
one man killed by an ambulhing party of Spa»- 
niards, who had alfb three men killed on their 
part at the fame time. 

As the fccurity of the army and all the tranf- 
port5, depended upon the Iquadron being in a 
condition to defend the harbour from any fur- 
prize 
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Part prize on them, which was to be dreaded, as the 
II. Spaniards had fo ftrong a force fo near them at 
^■>^'-*j the Havanna ; Vice Admiral Vernon therefore 
174'* took the fafeft and mod prudent precautions for 
their fecurity, by forming the beft difpofitions 
with his fix capital (hips in a line, to defend the 
entrance of Cumberland harbour, having dif^ 
patched the other part of the (quadron to block 
up the harbour of St Jago, and to watch the 
motions of the Spanifli admiral at the Havanna; 
and as he had procured fuch proper intelligence 
for the land forces to regulate their march to St 
Jago, and knowing any dilatory proceedingi 
would be attended with the (ame fatal conie- 
quences as the army had fufiered at Carthag^na, 
he grew impatient for a detachment of the army, 
purfuant to the refblution of the council.of war, 
to advance and attempt to furprize the batteries 
of Eftrella and Gttalina, which being, as men- 
tioned in the information of the guide, eafily 
pradicable, the vice admiral flrongly recoai- 
mended to the generals ; promifing, that either 
himfelf or Sir Chaloner Ogle would be off the 
mouth of the harbour of St Jago, to fecond the 
attempts of the army in the bed manner it was 
pofiible to do. But, inflead of finding a com- 
pliance with his friendly admonitions to the ge- 
neral, tending only to promote the fuccels of the 
royal lervicc, the vice admiral was greatly fur- 
prized to find, by a letter from the general of 
the 5th, that he was diffident of being able to 
proceed further, and that it was impofllble for 
any number of men to fubfid many days in the 
part of which they were then in pofTcflion ; and 
that he intended calling a council of war to come 
to a final refolution. 

The 
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Thb vice ackniral imtDediatcly conimunicated Chap. 
this letter to Sir Cbakmer Qg}e, which gave them I. 
bQtb a very fenfibie mortification^ to find the ex- Ci^v—.^ 
pedidoo on the point of being abandoyied, when 1741^ 
thftfie was the gveateft probability of crowning it 
vfif^ a giorbus termioation. The country waj^en- 
dsely deierted,. except an inconfiderable body of 
Spaniards that lay lucking up and down, without 
either the power or inclination tp f^ce the .E^g- 
Ytfkk ; and me flying of the women* a>nd children^ 
^ S^ J^g^ iiw^ increafe their Icarcity of provifi- 
ons aod add to their terror and confuflon, whicb 
was b great, that the governor and prinqip^^ ' 
inhabitants were cooflantly in the utmoft dread 
fieom an attack over land ; and fo miich were 
they perfiiaded of this, that, the governor and 
grandees would not truft t^emfelvcs to flecp in . * 
tke town or forts, but repaired every night into 
the woods to deep in fecuricy : fo that if thel 
l^neral had improved cm this confternatiqn a^ 
Hiong the Spaniards, and ordered a chofen de- 
aichment of 1,000 men, with 1,000 negroes to* 
[uve gone witk them for carrying a week's pro* 
ivifions, and attacked die upper batteries of the 
Sftrella and Santa Catis^ina, whicb they might; 
liave done in three days^ he would thereby foon 
lave determined the fate of St Jagp : for fuch 
I genera] confuJion had prepofie&d the Sp^ni* 
irds, they muft have eafily fucceeded ; which ^ 
ivas afterwards fupported by the intelligeijcQ. pro^^ 
aired from all the SpaniCh intercepted letters. > 

Ha d this defign been executed^ as th.e vice ad- 
niral would have been at hand to have pMflled 
tip the harbour, the town of St JagOy atid alL 
he reft, would have fallen of courfe ; efppqially 
18 the Spaniards had but little anamunition; (^ 
my fort,, and the town being open,^ . ^ukl iiave; 
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Part been under the command of the guns of the 
II. fquadron. But by an unhappy fatality this op- 
-V— ^ portunity was neglcfted j and the general, hav* 

'741* jngaflembled a council of war on the 9th, it was 
refolved, ^* That they could not march any 
*< body of their troops further into the country, 
<< without expofing them to certain ruin ; and 
** that they were firmly of opinion, that their 
** advancing with the army to St Jago, in their 
<* prefent circumftances, was impra^cabk." 
The principal part of thefe obje6lions, were 
founded on the difficulty of marching the army 
to St Jago without cannon; which was what 
the officers of the fquadron never conceived 
to be neceflary, as they had always advifed a 
fudden attack on the batteries, by a fele£t nam- 
ber of the choiceft troops. 

Om the 13th a general council of war afiemb- 
led, at which were prefent both the officers of 
the navy and army, when the officers of the 
army declared, *' They thought it impraftica- 
*^ ble to advance further into the country:** a 
circumilance es^tremely difagreeable to the naval 
officers, and quite contrary to their opipions} 
but as their inftrudions gave no authority to the 
naval officers to deliberate on the regulations of 
the army by land. Vice Admiral Vernon and 
Sir Chaloner Ogle, after fuggefting their opinio 
ons to the land officers, and leaving with tnem 
copies of all the evidence they had procured, 
exhorted them to do the utmoft of their power 
for the honour and fervice of the Britifli nation \ 
and ieparated without thinking any new refblun' 
tions neceflary to be formed. 

The different fentiments, of the officers in the 
fca and land (ervice, gave Vice Admiral Vcrnonr 
the deepeft concern ; he had faithfully and dilit 
gently difcharg;ed his duty, but if his abilities bad 

' bcci^ 
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been fuperior to what he had already evinced thenl^XI^n a p. 
the vice admiral found how vain>muft be all his L 
attempts^ if unequally yoked to fuch as were to '—%'-*.- 
contribute to the execution. of them; therefore, 174^* 
though not acquainted with Lord Cathcart but 
in his general charader^ no man more fincerely 
mourned the Idfs his majefty's fervice had in lb 
valuable a commander : the vice admiral believ* 
ed his fuccefibr to be. an honeft well-meaning 
gentleman, but had feen no apparent proof to 
let him in the light of an experienced general ; 
and all his counfellors appeared to be adluated 
by fuch. general principles, as ferved to manifeft 
to the vice admiral their difpofitiqn of return- 
ing home, and fearing to furnifh occafions fot 
their longer refidence in a climate fo difagree^ 
able to their inclinations. 

Though the vice admiral, from the reports 
made to him by feveral experienced officers^ was 
fully convinced of the impradicability of forc- 
ing a paflage into the narrow entrance of the 
harbour of St Jago, unlefi the batteries lying 
above the Morro caftle had been firfk furprized 
and taken : yet, under a concern for having fo 
little done, where nothing had appeared to op» 
pofe the progrefs of fo large a force as had beea 
landed, and then lay quiet in their carnp^ he 
determined to go, and perfbnally view the en^ 
trance into the faid harbour : he failed up there 
in the Orford, together with the Montagu^ on 
the 4th of September, andxarefuUy reconnoitring 
the harbour of St Jago, found it. to be all an 
iron ihore, and no anchorage oflT it % and that 
it was not a fafe harbour, even for a friendly 
fliip to frequent ; for they; muft run in clofc to 
the fliore, to, windward oflF the mouth,. of the 
Jiarbour, and muft drive down clofe under tht 

N n a Morto 
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Part MorroofHe, drop an andior there, and thtn 

IL warp in. Had tiie icbeme for aitaddiig dtt 

L^^vr—^ town by iea appeared pradicable in any ligltt, 

1^741 • the vice admiral, vexed wkh a condufi: dot 

feemed to him unaccountable in the genenalt ^ 

would have been as Teibiuce as any man^ but as 

be muft encounter lb many difficdties, ke couJd 

l^ot fefolve to throw his majefty's ^piadron away 

againft the rocks, without the leaft afppeanuice 

of fuccefi. 

Sickness, the certain -attendant of iDdolence 
and inactivity in the warm climates cf America, 
had began to fpread among the forces in dieir 
encampment, infomuch that they had alceady 
loft above 200 officers ; the general acquainted 
Vice Admiral Vernon, that if they fuft^uoed 
any greater diminution through their preieot 
iilneis, that they would be unable even to aiain- 
tain themfelves in their encampment : but the 
admiral, acquainting him that a letter from Sk 
Charles Wager had given him informatioB that 
a reinforcement of 2,000 men might be daily 
expeded from England, endeavoured to per- 
iuade him, if he could not advance any itntber, 
• to continue ih the advantageous poft he had pot* 
iefied, and wait the arrival of the eKpe&cd iuc- 
Gours, to complete the redudion of dx .whok, 
or the eaftern part of the ifland : which, in a 
general ^council of war, held on die aStfa of 
06lober, after declaring their inability of at* 
tacking the Havanna, La Vera CniE, Mexico, 
Carthagena, and Panama, was unaniaioit^ re* 
iblved upon. 

Notwithstanding this refidution, as the 
army was ibon after feiased with a general lick^^ 
nefe, ha^ng loft the greateft part of their num- 
ber, and the furvivors daily dying, chc general 

fummoned 
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iommoned a cooactl of wa.r, confiffing of theCti^if « 
land officers, who tneit on the yth <i November, !• 
acxd declared their opixibn, ** That no dmc w->r*- 
«« ought to be loft m embarkiDg the troops on I74f* 
*^ board their transports ; and that itxni^tfac 
^ done with die u&moft lexpcdition', they thought 
^^ all the afTiftance which could be had from the 
^< ifleet was oecefiaqr, for which end proper ap- 
<^ plication was without delay to be made to 
<* Vice Adtnirai Vernon/* Upon which the 
ic-imbaiication of the tioops was dFe3ed on the 
20th of November, without having a fingle (hoc 
fired at either the army or tranfporcs. 

Ok the 25th the general council of war afiem* 
bled, and having a dzfiiercnce in fentimentsof 
what was moft for the royal (crvicq, the land 
officers determined to trturn with the tranfpons 
to Jaoiaica, and the naval officers refolved to pro- 
ceed to meet the expedted reinforcement, after 
feeing the traniports dilpatched under proper 
eoDVoys; the vice admiral having before dif- 
patched part of the iquadron to cruize for, and 
g^ him notice of their arrival. 

The flotijla and tranfporcs having fallen down 
the river, to wliick the vice admiral had givetr 
the name of Augufta, in honour of her Royal 
Highnels the Princcfs of Wales, proceeded to fea 
oa the 28th ; and the vice admiral on the 6ch of 
December, put to fea with his remaining fqua- 
dron, coniifting of eight fhips of the line, a fire- 
ihip, an hofpital fliip, and twO tenders, and pro- 
ceeded to cruize off Hifpaniola, in eicpe&ation of 
meeting the reinforcement from England. 

Bv thefe unhappy diflentions between the na« 
vai and land officers, was this impor^tant enter** 
prize abandoned, with a more fbameful afpedt 
on the part of the army, than their late fatal re* 

pulfe 
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pulfe before Canhagena ; a too Ggnal inftancehoW 
the mod promifing attempts are eafily fruftrated^ 
by dividing the command between land and lea 
1741* officers; which, on expeditions in this part of 
the globe, muft frequently be prevented by a 
difibnance in opinions. Nor did this undertak*- 
ing prove materially detrimental to the Spani- 
ards ; no forts were demolifhed, no troops de- 
feated, the country fuftained little prejudice from 
irruptions, and the whole damage to the inhabi- 
tants was entirely infignificant^ any further than 
by depopulating the country, letting their plan- 
tations run to ruin, and impoverifhing them by 
preventing the cultivation of the fettlements; as 
alfo, by terrifying them with the thoughts of 
compelling them to relinquifh their habitations; 
and by the great coiKOurfe of people herding in 
St Jago, the governor for their fubfiftancc was 
forced upon the wretched expedient, put in 
praftice by King James II. in Ireland, of.coin- 
ing a copper money, which he iflfued for dollars 
and ryals, obliging a currency of them, under 
promifes that the Vice Roy of Mexico (hould 
make good any lols to accrue from the ufc of 
t!iem. Though aftivity was preferved in the na- 
vy ; and the Worcefter, during the encampment 
of the troops, took a Spanifli man of war of 
twenty- four guns and 220 men ; the Defiance took 
a regifter (hip of 350 tons, twelve guns, and 
fifty men, laden with provifions for Carthagena) 
and the Shoreham took another regifter ihip« 
with 70,000 pieces of eight on board. 

Th e Spaniards were, and remained long, in 
ignorance, unable to gueis what it was that kept 
the army from marching on after they landed } 
and ufed to fay merrily to one another, they be-. 
lieved the Englifh were come, to a hunting match 

ia 
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in their woods, and not with any hoftile dcfign Chap* 
againft the inhabitants. The furprizing inafti- I; 
vxt^ of the commanding officers of the army, ^ -^^^'- ^^r ''^ 
both at Carthagena and Cuba, was no lefs mat- ^74^* 
ter of aftonifhment to the general part of Eng- 
land: but it is perceptible enough, fuch pro- 
ceedings were fupporied, by the diredlion of 
the miniftry, to avoid alarming the French i 
for if they did not authorize or countenance fuch 
proceedings, why did they ftill continue to en-' 
truft the direftion of the army to the fame offi-^ 
cer ? which, ocherwife, is the more ama^dng, as 
all England knew the reaibnable and avowed 
diflike, the vice admiral had to his coalition 
with a commanding officer, of whofe abilities it 
was impoflible for him to give the lead apptoba- 
tion : if this vifible mifconduift and imprudence, 
at which the whole nation loudly repeated their 
abhorrence and difguft, had not been protected 
by the arms, or (heltered under the wings of the 
minifterial fanftion ; how is it to be reconciled 
with the views of a juft, uninfluenced adminiftra- 
tion, when meafures fo atrocious in their nature, 
attended with the lofs of fo many men, and fuch 
a profufion of money,' never received the leaft 
public enquiry ? when at the fame time the com- 
mander of the fleet, as it was univerfally known, 
was not only defirous of, but earneftly follicited 
it : or elfe, if this was not the cafe, it muft be a 
confederacy among the fuperior officers, who 
might have been weary of fo intemperate a cli- 
mate as the Weft Indies, and were very unwil- 
ling to take fuch vigorous fteps, as would give 
them the le^ft poflibilijy of making acquifitions^ 
in a pountry fo averfe to their inclinations ; be- 
caufc, if they had taken poflfeflion pf any part of 
|}^e Spanifb territories, they expcfted to continue 

there 
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Paut tihtTt in ganHbn : and there is evidence eaoti^ 
IL to cooBno the probability of thefe cottfeftiices^ 
,^>^— J not only from what one o£ the fidd officers tdd 
1741* a certaia captain, now an admiral of the flcc^ 
ki their pa&gc from Jamaica to Cuba^ whidi 
was, ^ That be knew the army would not evta 
^ bnd/' And after the general council of war 
lieid on the aotb of July, reported to the fasw 
{pieman, ^^ That the army would notmoirQ 
** from their encampment on the river fide:*' 
bat aUb from the general di&greenEient promoi« 
cd b etw een the European and American M^ 
eis, fcfc which the firmer were acquainted they 
were only hazarding their Irves to procure a JSrflu 
demenc for the latter ^ and indeed^ to pioom 
a fettkment was the chief pmrpofe for which tht 
jfiUnericans had entered into the Ibrvice,. 
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CHAPTER II. 

The paflagc of Commodore Anson 
round Cape Horn into the Paci- 
fic Ocean ; the taking and burn- 
ing of Pa it a j and the diftrefles 
the English fquadron under- 
went in thofe feas : with the mif- 
fortunes of Pizarro, the Spanish 
admiral, by attempting to follow 
the English fquadron round 
Cape Horn. 

COMMODORE ANSON on the 1 8th Chap. 
of January, purfucd his voyage from the n, 
[land of St Catherine's for Port St Julian 5 and y^-.^^^^ 
s he was then proceeding to an hoftile, or at i74i« 
;aft, a defart and inhofpitable coaft, expeding 
more boifterous climate to the fouthward, he 
Tucd orders to the captains, before their depart- 
re from St Catherine's, *« That in cafe of fe- 
^ paration, the firft place of rendezvous Ihould 
' be the bay of Port St Julian, where they were 
^ to take in a fupply of fait ; and if, after a Itay 
• of ten days,, they were not joined by the com- 
modore, they were then to proceed through 
the ftreightsXc Maire, round Cape Horn, 
Vol. L Oo " into 
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Part " into the South Seas -, where, the next place ti 

II. ** rendezvous was to be the ifland of Noilra Sc- 

u-v-^*' nora de Socoro, in the latitude of 4^d^ 

174I, « fouth, and longitude from the lizard 71 dcg. 

*' 12 m. weft-, and from thence they were to 

^^ continue their courfe to .the ifland of Juan 

*« Femandes, in the latitude of 33 deg. 37 m. 

fouth \ where, after they had recruited dieir 

wood and water, they were to continue off 

" the anchoring place for fifty-fix days ; in which 

time, if the commodore did not join them, 

they were to put themlelves under the com- 

«* mand of the fenior officer, who was to con- 

«^ tinue in thofe feas as long as bis provifionf 

«* lafted to permit him, and to ufe hb utmoft 

«' endeavours to annoy the Spaniards both by 

<< fea and land ; when he was to proceed to Ma- 

♦« cao, at the entrance of the river of Cantoa, 

<< on the coaft of China ; and afterwards, with- 

<' out delay, to make the beft of his way for 

^' England.^ 

Under thefe orders the fquadron failed for 
Port St Julian : a few days after, the Pearl fcpa- 
rated from the Iquadron, when the captain died; 
and on the loth of February the lieutenant faw 
five large ihips, which he for fome time imagin- 
ed to be the Britilh iquadron, io that he fufiered 
the commanding ihip, which wore a red broad 
pendant, exactly refembling that of Commodore 
Anfon, at the main top-mafl head, to come 
within gun (hot of him before he diicovered his 
miftake ; but then finding it not to be the Cen- 
turion, he hailed clofe upon the wind, and 
crowded from them with all his fail ; and Hand- 
ing croft a ripling, where they hefitated to fol- 
low him, he happily efcaped. This was Pizarro's 
iquadron, who had receivedfuch pofitivc informa- 
tion 
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tlon of the Britiih iquadron, and had been TqChap. 
well inftru(5led in the form and make of the II. 
broad pendant of the Centurion, that he had^— -v^ 
like to have decoyed the Pearl into the fnare of ^74^' 
captivity. 

Os the 1 8th the Britifh fquadron anchored in 
the- bay of St Julian, where the Pearl having 
joined the commodore, the lieutenant informed 
him of what had happened (ince their feparation ; 
and had it not been for the abfolute necefljty the 
commodore was under of refitting theTryal, this 
intelligence would have prevented his making 
any ftay at St Julian ; but as it was impoflible 
for the (loop to proceed round the cape in her 
prefent condition, fome day there was unavoida- 
ble, to put her in repair, which was immediate- 
ly begun. During their continuance here^ the 
commodore appointed Capt. Murray to fucceed 
Capt, Kidd in the Pearl, gave the Wager to 
Capt. Cheap, and promoted Lieutenant Saun- 
ders tp the command of the Tryal floop: and as 
it wa5 apprehended they fhould certainly meet 
with the Spani(h fquadron in pafling the cape, 
the commodore ordered the captains, *' To put 
^' all their provifions, which were in the way of 
*^ their guns, on board thp Anna pink, and tQ 
^' remove fuch of their guns as had formerly, 
♦^ for the eafe of their ihips, been ordered into 
♦^ the hold." 

The Tryal being almoft refitted, as they were 
diredlly, bpund for the South Seas, the commo- 
dore thought it neceffary to fix the plan of his 
firft operations •, and, on ^he 2 4tirot February, 
^ council of war was held on board the Centuri- 
on, by . the naval captaiqs and Colonel Crache- 
rode, wjien the commodore informed, theni, 
^* Thatjt was an article in his.inftruftions to en- 
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*« dcavour to fccure feme port in the South Sc«, 
« where the fhips might be careened and rcfit- 
" ted ; ** he therefore propofcd, that their firft 
1 74 1, attempt, on their arrival in the South Seas, fhould 
be the attack of the town and harbour ot 'Baldi* 
via, the principal frontier of the diftrtft of Chili, 
To this propofition the council unanimoufly and 
readily agreed ; and, in confcquence of this rc- 
iblution, new inftruftions were given to the cap- 
tains of the fquadron, by which, ** They were 
•* direfted, in cafe of reparation, to cruize off 
«« the ifland of Neuftra Senora de Socoro only 
*« ten days, from whence, if not joined by the 
•* commodore, they were to proceed and crufee 
^« off the harbour of Baldivia; and if, in fbur- 
^* teen days, they were not joined by the reft of 
*« the fquadron, they were then to proceed to 
^* the ifland of Juan Fernandcs, and regulate 
«* their further proceedings by their former or- 
ders; and as the feparation of the fquadron 
might prove of the utmoft prejudice tt the 
fervice, each captain was ordered, not to 
keep his (hip at a greater diftance than two 
** miles from the Centurion." 

These neceffary regulations being eftablilbed, 
and the Tryal floop being completed, the fqua- 
dron weighed on the 27th of February, and ftood 
to feas arid on the 7th of March pafTed the 
flreights Le Maire, very unfortunately attempt- 
ing the paffage of Cape Horn at fuch an impro- 
per feafon of the year, to which they were necct 
litated by their too late departure froni England, 
and which was the fatal fource of all the mif- 
fortunes they afterwards encountered. For af- 
ter a continual feries of the greateft calamities', 
from jhe feverity of the moft tempefluous weal- 
thf r, in ^bipl^ tlje whole fquadron was feparat^ 

ed. 
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od, and their crews pfodigioufly ditniniihcd by the Chap. 
hardfcips and fiitigues they were perpetually and IL 
unavoidably expofcd to vthe comtm)dore at length, u-^^r^ 
after furniounting the moft perilous and amazing i74i« 
difficulties, on the 30th of November, completed 
hfs paflage round the cape, and arrived in the con- 
fines of the fouthern ocean, denominated Pacific 
from the equability of the feafons prevailing, and 
the fecurity of the navigation carried on there ; 
and, after a \0& of 200 men, the commodore 
on the 8th of May, got fight of the ifland of 
Socoro, which was the firft rendezvous appointed 
for the fquadron ; and, hoping to meet with the. 
difperfed ftiips, he cruized for them in that fta- 
tion feveral days: but difappointed in his ex- 
pcftations, and after ftruggling with more tur- 
bulent ftorms, and an increafe of malignant di(l 
tempers, finding their deplorable fituation allow- 
ed no room for deliberation, the* commodore 
flood for the ifland of Juan Fernandes ; where, 
after much difappointmcnt, and a further lofs tX 
eighty men, they arrived on the 9th of June. 
As the crew of the Centurion were, at that time, 
in an inconceivable date of debility, their water 
jcxhaufted, and their officers, without diftinftion, 
obliged to afllft in navigating the fliip ; in this 
calamitous condition, it is Icarcely credible with 
what joy and tranfport they viewed the land, and 
with how much impatience they longed for the 
verdure and other refreftiments then opening on 
their eyes: but nothing exceeded their motions, 
when they beheld the pleafing profpeft of a pure 
living ftream, that pouered down in a tranfpar- 
cntcafcadc, from a rock near a hundred feet 
high, into the fea, at a fmall diftance from the 
fhip. On the nth they entered the harbour, 
l^eing the fame (lay joined by the Tryal, who 



294 ^^^ Condufl: of the Powers of Europe, 

Part had loft thirty- four men fince their reparation^ 

JI. and fuffered hardfhips not inferior to thofe fut 

•-^v-*-» tained by the Centurion, But they could per* 

\T^i% ceive no appearance of the other part of the 

£]uadron. 

This ifland of Juan Fernandes, is no lea* 
gues from the continent of Chilis and the only 
commodious place in thofe feas, where Britilh 
cruizers can refrefh and recover their men after 
their paffage round Cape Horn ; and where they 
may remain for fome time, without alarming 
the Spanifli coaft : this rendered their fituatioD 
the niore agreeable, efpecially as they were to 
wait three months, in hopes of the other ihips 
joining them at the rendezvous. 

Notwithstanding their defire of freeing 
the fiipk from their loathfome confinement^ and 
their own extreme impatience to get on fhore, 
they bad not hands fufficient to prepare the tents 
£or their reception before the 1 6th -, but on that, 
|||p^ (be two following days, they were all fent 
dn fhore, amounting to 167 perfons, hefides 
twelve or fourteen who died in the boats, occa- 
lioned by the too violent prcffure of the frefli air 
on their weak and fpiritlefs bodies ; and as this 
was a work of qonfiderable fatigue to the {t% 
who were healthy, the commodore^ with his ac- 
cuftomed humanity, not only gave his perfonal 
afliftance, but obliged his officers, without dif- 
pndion, tp participate in the labour. Though 
they now expefbed from the produce and re- 
frefiiment of the ifland, a Ipeedy recovery to 
their infirm companions j yet, to. their great 
mortification, it wajs near twenty days, after their 
landing, before ijie mortality was tolerajjly abat- 
ed ; and for.the firft ten qr t,^clye days, they bu- 
ried generally f^x in a daVi apd tljofe who Teviv? 
; ^ ed, 
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ledj recovered by very flow and infenfiblc de-CHAP^ 
grees. On the 21 ft the people on fhore difcov- II. 
ered a fail, but the (hip difappearing for fome <^^wj 
days, it was the 26th before they could difthi- 174*» 
gui(h her to be the Gloucefter, commanded by 
Capt. Mitchel, whofe crew had been reduced by 
deaths, to lefs than fourfcore, and the remain- 
der afflided with the fame painful illnefs as bad 
happened to the crews on Ihore. As there was 
no doubt of her being in great diftrels^ the 
commodore immediately ordered his boat to her 
affiftance, laden with frefh. water, fi(h and vege- 
tables, with which the ifland abounded, and 
was a very feafonable relief to the Gloucefter % • 

for they had been a confiderable time at the 
fmall allowance of a pint of frelh water to each 
man for twenty-four hours, and yet they had fo 
little left) that had it not been for this fupply^ 
they muft foon have perifhcd by the excqfs .of 
thirft ; but though the commodore fent partjpf 
his men on board the Gloucfter, to affift her Jii 
fetching the road ; yet, after an infinite fcene of 
trouble, (he was not able to enter the bay till 
the 23d of July, having continued above a 
month, frequently and vainly attempting it. 

As the men were now tolerably recovered^ 
they diligently fell to cleaning their (hips, fil- 
ling their water> cutting down trees, and fplitt* 
ing them into billets. As four fhips of the 
Iquadron were miffing, and Capt. Mitchel hav- 
ing difcovered the fmall ifland called Mafa Fu- 
cro, lying about twenty-two kagues to the weft- 
ward of Juan Fcrnandes, and from the defcrip- 
tion he gave, the commodore conjefturing that 
fome of them might poffibly have fallen in with, 
and miftaken that ifland, for the place of ren- 
dezvous i he thereupon ordered the Tryal thither^ 
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Part to be fatisfied whether any of the miffing fbip^ 
IL were there or not ; but this floop returned with- 
L—-v-^^ out bringing the lead intelligence of any of 
1 741. them. In the mean time the commodore cauied 
to be erected a copper oven on (hore, to bake 
bread for the fick ; but it happened, that the 
greateft part of the flour for the ufe of the iqua* 
dron was embarked on board the viftualler, the 
Anna pink ; and all June and July being ptft 
without any news of her, flie was given over * 
for loft, and the commodore ordered all the 
ihips to a fliort allowance of bread. But they 
were foon after relieved from this mortification, 
by the arrival of the Anna pink, which came 
to anchor in the bay on the 1 6th of Auguft \ 
though not without encountering her fhare of 
the difficulties, to which the whole fquadron was 
expofed. This veflel was the laft that joined 
the commodore ; the remaining ihips of die 
iquadron were the Severn, Pearl, and Wager 
ftore ihip ; the other viftualler having delivered 
her provifions, and being difcharged before the 
paflage round Cape Horn. Thefe fliips all un- 
derwent very fignal difaftersj the Severn and 
Pearl parted company with the iquadron off 
Cape Noir, and put back to the Brazils. 

Whilst Capt. Cheap, in the Wager, ieemed 
to have all the complicated extremities fuffered 
by the reft of the fquadron, difcharged on his 
own head ; for having on board a few field 
pieces mounted for land fervice, fome coehora 
mortars, and feveral kinds of artillery, ftores, 
and pioneers tools, intended for the operations 
on ihore ; and as the enterprize on Baldivia had 
been refolved on for the firft undertaking of the 
fquadron, the captain was extremely tolicilous 
chat thefe [naterials might be ready, if the iqua- 
dron 
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dron (hoMld rendezvous there; and whilft the Chap. 
^ Wager, with thefe views, w^ making *tjj|ie bed H. 
of her way to the firft rendezvous, off the ifland u-^^--^ 
of Spcoro, whence, fhe prppofed to fteer directly ^74^; 
for Baldivia, flic made the land on the 14th of 
May, about the latitude of 47 deg. fouth j and 
the crazy condition of the fliip, being little bet- 
ter than a wreck, prevented her from getting 
oF to fea, and entangled her more and more 
"With the land, infomuch that the next mqrhing, 
at day-break, flie (truck on a funken rock, and 
foon aJFter, bildging, grounded between two 
fmallinands, at about a mufquet fliot from the 
Ibore, and was entirely loft; but not before the 
crew had fufHcient time to make their efqape to 
land in the boats, with great part'of the provi- 
lions. They were now on a deiblate coaft, and 
, had every dreadful fcene of horror prefented to 
their imaginations ; and this, their deplorable 
ftate, was greatly aggravated by the ungovern- 
able anarchy and diforder of the crewj who, 
fond of ading at their liberty without controul, 
xefufed obedience to their officers^ imagining 
that their commiffions expired with the lofi of 
the (hip. Hence followed thofe fatal feuds, and 
malevolent diffentions, which nearly terminated 
;n their utter ruin, and total dcftrudion; for 
/the captain, anxious fpr the prefervation of them 
all, determined, if potlible, to fit up the boats 
in the Jbeft manner he could, and proceed to the 
northward ; fince having with him above 100 
Jiealthy nien, and having gotten fome fire ^rnis 
and ammunition from the wreck, he thpijght he 
could not fail of meeting a Spani(h .velTel in the 
neighbourhood of Chiloe or Baldivia, ahd doubt;^ 
ed not but they (hould matter any 'they en- 
countered with in thofe feas ; in which, if they 
Vol, I. Pp '' ■"■ ha4 
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Part had fucceeded, the captain intended to proceed 
\\. to the rendezvous at Juan Fernandes : and if they 

-^^-v^— i^ Ihould light on no prize in the way, yet Ik 
1741* thought the boats alone would carry them 
thither. 

But however prudently this fcheme was d^ 
figned, it was difrelilbed by the generality of the 
people ; for being quite jaded with the diftrcfles 
and dangers they had already run through, and 
allured by the delufive hopes of returning to 
• their native country, they could not think of 
continuing an encerprize, which had been al- 
ready attended with \o many difaftrous incidents: 
therefore their common refolution was, to Jengtb- 
en the long-boat, and with that, and the reft 
of the boats, to fteer to the fouthward, (dianw- 
jtrically oppoflte to the fcheme propofed by their 
captain) to pais through the ftreights of Magel- 
lan, and to range along the eaft fide of Soodi 
America, till they fhould arrive at Brazil, where 
they expected to procure a paflage to Great 
Britain ; 9,nd diougn this prcjedb feemed to be 
more hazardous and tedious than the other, yet 
they perlifted in it with inflexible obftinacy, not- 
withftanding all the remonftrances of the captsun 
againft fo improper a proceedure, who, by bis 
iteady oppofition to this favourite prqjeA^ incur- 
red their diflike, and fo far lefiened himfelf ia 
their elleem as to be infulted with the moft con- 
temptible and brutal fcurrility. Towards die 
middle of Oftober the long-boat was nearly com- 
pleted^ and every preparatory meafure ufed for 
putdng to fca : but the crew, (till apprehenfive 
that .the captain might influence a party to over- 
turn theif defign^^ laid hold of a plaufible pre- 
text^ :to fecure ]iicD ftom any iuch attempt^ 
^ yi^ t^e dea,tlt^ 9f f>fit f^ their midfliipmen^ 

wall; 
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fatally and inadvertcotly committed by the cap- Chap. 
tain, on a fufpicion of mutiny : on this pretence II. 
tbcy confined their commander under a guard, ^-—v-^ 
threatening to carry him a prifoner to England i74i«. 
to be tried for the murder ; but when they were 
j.uft ready to put to fea they releafed him ; leav- 
ing him, and the few that chofe to (hare his for- 
tunes, no other embarkation but the yawl and 
barge. During their ftay upon this place, which 
they called Wager ifland, thirty of them died, 
and fourfcore went off in the long-boat convert- 
ed into a fchooner, and cutter, to the fouth- 
ward on the 13th of Oftober-, leaving nineteen 
with the captain, among whom wer^ Mr Hamil- 
ton, lieutenant of marines y the Honourable Mr 
Byron and Mr Campbell, midfhipmen ; and 
Mr Elliot, the furgeon \ who honourably and 
voluntarily chofe to accompany their commander 
in a country of danger and defolation. It was 
the 29th of January before the fchooner arrived 
at Rio Grande on the coaft of Brazil, when by 
various accidents their whole number was dimi- 
niibed to no more than thirty. 

Capt. Cheap, and his few faithful aflbci- 
ates, after the departure of their ungenerous 
ihipniates, propofed to pa(s to the northward 
in the barge and yawl, though they were not 
able to cnibark till the 14th of December : but 
after many difficulties, and the lofs of fix of 
their company, they were compelled to return 
to Wager ifland ; where they got bacjc about 
the middle of February, quite difheartened, and 
dejeded, with their reiterated dilappointments, 
and almoft peri/hing with hunger and fatigue. 
Spon after two canoes of Indians arrived at (he 
ifland, haying among them a native of Chiloe 
who fpoke a little Spanifb, and Mr Elliot the 

. Pp 2 furgeon 
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pARt furgeon, being capable of convcrfing with . him 
II. in that language^ bargained with the Indian^ 
— vr^ that if he would carry the captain and his peo^ 
1 741* pie to the ifland of Chiloe, in the barge, be 
fhould have her and all that belonged to her fof 
his trouble : accordingly, oh the 6th of March, 
the company, which was no^y reduced to eleven, 
embarked in the barge on this new expefdidbn ; 
but, after having proceeded for a few days, the 
Captain, Mr Hamilton, Mr Byron, Mr Obp- 
bell, and Mr Elliot, being on fliore, thp fix, 
who together with an Indian remained in the 
barge, put off with her to fea, and did not re- 
turn again ; while the captain, and the reft on 
fliorc, were ftruck with the moft difmaying* re- 
flexions ; without provifions, arms, or ammuniti- 
on, to procure the leaft comfortable fubfiftence,-to 
chear their defpairing minds in this delblate fito- 
ation : but when they were revolving the various 
circumftances of this unexpefted calamity, they 
happily perceived another canoe, at a diftance, 
which belonged to one of the Indians they had 
before feen ; and who, after being convinced 
of the fafety of his companion, carried them to 
Chiloe, where they arrived after a very compli-^ 
cated paffage by land and water, in the begin- 
ning of June, having buried Mr Elliot by the 
way, and were received and entertained by the 
Spaniards with great humanity, and from thence 
were conduced to Valpairafo, and afterwards to 
St Jago, the capital of Chili ; where they con- 
tinued above a year, when the Spaniards recciv- 
•ing advice of a cartel being fettled - between 
Great Britain and Spain, the Captain, Mr By- 
ron, and Mr Hamilton, were permitted to re- 
turn to Europe on board a French (hip; the 
other midihipman having changed his religion 

whilft 
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^hilft at St Jago, and entered oh board the Chap* 
jqqadron under Admiral Pizarro at Buenos II. 
Ayres. v,^'* v ^" 

The commodore, with the Centurion, Glou-> ^741^ 
cefter, Tryal, and Anna ;pink, continued at 
Juan Fernandes, in repairing their (hips and 
waiting for the refidiie of his fcattered fquadron, 
until September 1740; having now on board 
the Centurion only 214 men; the . Gloucefter 
had only 82 remaining alive; and the Tryal 
but 39. The viftiialler being difcharged, and 
declared incapable of returning to England, the 
commodore purchafed the hull and furniture for 
300/. and the hands, being 16, were fent on 
board the Gloucefter. ^ 

These three men of war departed from Eng- 
land with 961 men on board ; and having loft 
626, the whole of their remaining crews, exclu- 
five of the 16 men from the viftualler which 
were now to be (iiftributed amongft the three 
(hips, amounted to no more than 335,' with 
boys included ; a number greatly infufEcient 
for the manning the Centurion alone, and barely 
capable of navigating all the three with the utmoft 
exertion of their ftrength and vigour. This un- 
fortunate reduction was the more terrifying, as 
they dreaded thepurfuitof Pizarro*sfquadron,and 
had fome obfcure knowledge of a force to be fent 
,out from Callao, the port of Lima, to obftrudt 
their cnterprize in the South Seas. However, 
rin this weakly condition, the commodoj-e deter- 
mined to himfelf, to fail down the coaft, and 
touch in. the neighbourhood of Panama; hoping 
to get fome correfpondence over land with the 
fleet commanded by Admiral Vernon : for the 
commodore, on his departure from England, 
left Sir Ghaloncr Ogle at Portfrnguth, with a 
i large 
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Part large force deflined for the Weil Indies ; an<t 
II. the commodore was direded, by his majefty'a 
inftruftions, " That as he might find an oppofr 

i74t» " tunity to fend privately over land to J^Qrto 
^^ Bello, or Darien ; he was^ by that means, lo 
•' endeavour to tranfmit to any of his niajefty^ 
^^ Chips or forces that ihould be on that coail, 
<^ an account of what he had done, or intended 
<< to do ; and, lead any fuch intelligence (hould 
^< fall* into the hands of the Spaniards, he was 
<' to ufe a cypher, that had been given him, to 
^' correfpond with the Britilh admiral that might 
^' be in the north feas of America, or the com^ 
^« mandcr in chief of the forces." The com- 
modore was acquainted, by his inftru&ioos, of 
the deftination of the troops lent to the Weft 
Indie$, under the command of Lord Cathcart; 
and was ordered, that ^^ If thofe forces. iboold 
«< go to Porto Bello or Darien, with, a defiga 
<^ to march to Panama or Santa Maria ; to 
^* make the beft difpofitions to aflift th^m ia 
*' making a fecure fetdement, either at Panama 
or any other proper place, and fupply. thtm 
with cannon, or any thing elfe, to be fjpared^ 
** without weakening the Iquadron 5 and if they 
*^ ihould want foUiers, to reinforce them with 
^< thofe on board his fquadron, with content of 
" the proper officer." And believing that Pbrto 
Bello might be then garrifoned by Britfli tipops, 
the commodore hoped, on his arrival at the 
Ifthmus, to procure an intercourie . with them, 
either by the Indians or fome of the lucrative 
Spaniards ; and flattering himfelf, that by this 
means he might receive a rein&rcement .of men 
from Porto Bello, he was in hopes, by fettling 
a prudent plan of operations with the Batift 
commanders in the Weft Indies^ even to take 

Panama, 
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t^anatiia, and thereby obtain the pofleflaon oFCha^^. 
the ifthmus ci Darien, and the treafures of IL 
Peru: and had the fnccels of the Briciih landv-— v-^ 
forces in the Weft Indies been anfwerable to the '74!^* 
general cxpeftation, thefe views were certainly 
the tnoft prudential that could have been con* 
certed. 

' The feaibn for navigating, in this climate, 
approaching ; they exerted their labour and vi^ 
gilance to get their ihips in readinefs for the fea : 
and on the ^th of Septennber, elpying a fail to 
th« N. £. the Centurion imniediately got all 
hands oh board, and by five in the afternoon 
got undisr fail for the chace ; but lofing fight of 
the (brp, and vainly continuing the purfuit, they 
determi'i^d to dome back to Juan Fernandes) 
and in their return, on the 13th, were agree- 
ably furpfized with the fight of a fail on theic 
weather b^fw^ between fbur and five leagues dil^ 
tant, a$ file was a Spanifh merchant ihip, in 
confort with another trading veffel, which was 
the fame that led the Centurion from the iOand: 
and this (kip, mifhiking the Centurion for her 
confort, aft firft bore down upon her, which in- 
duced the conimodore to fufpeft fhe was a (hip 
of force ; who thereupon cleared his (hip ready 
for an engagement, and ibon after took her 
without any refiftance. The prize was called 
Nueftra Senora del Monte Carmelo, command- 
ed by Don Manuel Zamorra, burthen 450 ton, 
having fifty-three Tailors, blacks and whites, and 
twenty-five pafJengers on boards her cargo con-^ 
fifting of lugar, cloth, cotton, and tobacco, 
together with fome trunks of wrought plate, land 
twenty-th^ree ferons of dollars, each weighing 
lipwards of 200 lb averdupbis; and was bound 
|rOm Callao^ tp-thie pori: 0/ Yalparaiib in the 

kingdoiji 
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Part kingdom of Chili. The commodore here firft 

II. learnt, from his priibners, die force and defii- 

— V— ^ nation of Pizarro's fquadron 5 and had the latis- 

^741* fadion to find, that the Spanifli admiral, after bis 

utmoft efibrts to pais Cape Horn, had been 

forced back again into the river of Plate, with 

the loiis of two of his largeft fhips. 

The next morning the Centurion, with her 
prize, dikrovered Juan Fernandes, and the fol- 
lowing day they both came to an anchor ; but 
when the Spaniards law the Tryal, they were 
prodigioufly aftonifbed, and could hardly be 
perfuaded fhe came from England ; long infift- 
mg, that it was impoflible iuch a fmall ibip 
could make the paflage of Cape Horn, when the 
beft fhips of Spain were obliged to return. 

From the accounts of the prifoners, and 
on examination of the letters found on board 
the prize, it appeared that feveral other mer« 
chantmen were bound from Callao, to Val- 
pairafo; on which the commodore, the very 
next morning, difpatched the Tryal to cruize off 
the latter port, with a reinforcement of ten 
hands from on board his own fhip : and alfo, 
on this intelligence, the commodore refolved to 
feparate the fhips, and employ them in diftinft 
cruizes s as he would thereby increafe his chance 
for prizes, and run a lefs rifque of alarming the 
coaft, and pccafioning a dilc^very. He found 
this earneft of fucceishad animated his men, and 
difllpated their defpondency: this gave the com- 
modore a tranfcendant plcafure, and he deter- 
mined to commence fome hoftilities on the 
coaft. Having fent on board the Gloucefter fix 
prifoners and 23 feamen» to aflifl: in navigating 
the fliip ; he direfted Capt. Mitchel to leave the 
illand as foon as pof&ble, ordering him ^^ To 

** pro- 
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proceed to the latitude of 5 deg. fouth, and Chap. 
there to cruize oS tlie high land of Paica^ at IL 
fuch a diftance from (bore as Ihould prevent v--.-v-*iJ 
his being difcovered: on this ftation he was ^74^» 
to continue till joined by the commodore ; 
•' which would be, whenever it (hould be known 
** that the vice roy had fitted out the ihips at^ 
*< Callao, or on the commodore's receiving any 
*' other intelligence that fhould make it neceC> 
** fary to unite their ftrength." On delivering 
thefe orders to the captain of the Gloucefter, 
having completed his quantity of wood and wa- 
ter, the commodore weighed anchor on the 19th 
of September, in company with the prize, and 
got out of the bay \ taking his lafl: farewel of the 
ifland of Juan Fcrnandes, and fleering to the 
caflward, with an intention of joining the Tryal 
(loop in her flation off Valparifa, leaving the 
Gloucefler at anchor in the bay. 

On the 24th the Centurion met with the Try- 
al, who had taken a prize called the Arranzazu, 
of 600 ton, proceeding on the fame voyage, 
and with much the fame cargo with the Carme- 
lo, except that her filver amounted only to a- 
tjout 5,000/. fterling. The Tryal foon after 
had the misfortune to fpring her main mafl; 
and the captain and other ofHcers reprefenting 
to the commodore, that ihe was very leaky <n 
her hull, and otherwife fo defedive, that if 
they met with much bad weather they muft all 
inevitably perilh; and, as it was impolfible to re- 
fit her with the necefTary reparations, the com- 
modore ordered her to be fcuttled and funk % 
and, to keep up the appearance of his force, 2l^ 
pointed the Tryal's prize to be a frigate in the 
royal fervice, manning her with the Tryal's 
crew, and giving commiflions to the captain 
Vol I. Qjq " and 
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Part and all the inferior officers accordingly : fiie was 

IL mounted with twenty guns, twelve from the 

. — /---' Tryal and eight that belonged to the Anna pnk, 

^74'- and was to be called the Tryal prize. The com- 
modore ordered Capt. Saunders^ " After he bad 
" funk the Tryal, to cruize off the high land- of 
" VaJparifa, keeping it from, him N. N. Wl 
** at the diftance of fourteen league*; toconti- 
•< nue on that ftation twenty-four days, and 
'* then, if not joined by the commodore, to 
«' proceed down the coaft to Pifco or Nafca, 
" where he would be certain to meet the coitt- 
** mrodore : " and Lieutenant Saumarez, who- 
commanded the Centurion's prize, was ordered' 
to keep company with Capt. Saunders. Thcfe 
orders being difpatched, the Centurion parted* 
from the other veffels on the 27th of September 
at night, diredling her courfe to the fouthward, 
with a view of cruizing for fome days to the winc^ 
ward of Valparifa ; but having an unfocccfiful 
cruize, on the 6th of Qftober the comnnodorc 
failed to leeward of the port to join the prizcsr 
not finding them, though he continued three or 
four days where they were direfted to cruize, he; 
proceeded down the coaft to the ifland of Nafca^ 
where he got on the 21ft, and never law the 
prizes till the 2d of November; and, as thtf 
had the like ill fuccefs, the commodore appre- 
hending an embargo along the coaft, and the 
equipment of a fquadron from Calloa, refolved[ 
toTiaften down to the leeward of Calloa, to joior 
Capt, Mitchel off Paita ; that, uniting his ftrengtb; 
.they might be able to give the Ihtps from 
Calloa a warm reception, if they darwf-taput 
to fea. With this view he bore away the feme 
afternoon, and on the 5th of November, bein^ 
advanced- within. view of the high landof'Bar^ 

ranca. 
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runca^ in the ktitudc of lodeg. 36 m. fouth^CHAF, 
the next day he took the Santa Terefa dc Jefus^ If. 
of 300 ton, bound from Guaiaquil to Calloa^ ^^^ — ^-*^ 
with an unprofitable cargo, and forty-feven fail- i74^« 
orsandten pafTcngers on board. On the loth, 
being near the ifland of Lobos, in the latitude 
of 6deg. 27 m. fouth, the commodore, drawing 
near to the ftation appointed to the Gloucefter» 
made an eafy £iil ftll night, and the next morn* 
ing took a fhjp called NueQra Senora del Car- 
min, commanded by Marcos Morena, a Veneti- 
an, of 270 ton, bound from Calloa, laden with 
leveral fpecies of merchandize, which, in their 
ffrefent circumftances was but of little vakre to 
the captors; yet, with refpcd: to the Spaniards, 
it was the moft confiderable capture made in 
that part of the world, for it amounted to up^ 
wards of 400,000 dollars, prime coft at Panama. 
The commodore received intelligence from an 
Irifhman on bcKird this prize, that a few days be*- 
fore, a veflcl came into Paita, where the mader 
of her informed the governor^ that he had been 
chafed in the offing by one of the Engli(h iqua- 
dron, which was the Gloucefter : the governor^ 
fatisfied with this relation^ fent away an expreft 
to acquaint the Vice Roy of Lima therewith ; 
and the royal officer refiding at Paita, apprehen-- 
live erf" an Englifti vifit, had, from the firft hear- 
ing of this news, been bufily employed in re^ 
fnoving the treafure to Puira, a town within 
land, about fourteen leagues diftant. The com- 
modore further learnt from the pri Toners, that ^ 
very confiderable quantity of money, belonging 
to iome merchants at Lima, was then lodged \\\ 
the cuftom houfe at Paita, intended tq be ftip- 
ped on board a vefiel in that port, with the ut- 
moft expedition : therefore as they were now dif- 

Qq % covered. 
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Part covered, and the coaft would be foon alarmed, 

II. the commodore refolved to endeavour to furprize 

.*— v^^i*^ Paita, being minutely acquainted with its ftrength 

174'* and condition, and being fully fatisfied there 
was little danger of lofing many men in the at- 
tempt. The dcfign was very eli^ble ; as, befides 
the treafurc it promifed, they might be fupplied 
with great quantities of live proviHons, which 
was much wanted ; and alfo have an opportuni- 
ty of relcafing the prifoners, who were very 
numerous, and made a greater confumption (h 
food than their dock was long capable of fur- 
nilhing. 

The town of Paita is fituated in the latitude 
^f Sdeg. 12 m. fouth, on a moft barren foil, 
compofed only of fand and flate, containing a- 
bout 200 houfes, which are only ground floors, 
the walls built of fplit cane and mud, and the 
roofs thatched with leaves, which, though ex- 
tremely (light, are abundantly fufficient for a 
climate where rain is confidercd as a prodigy, 
and not feen in many yeavs. The inhabitants 
are principally Indians, and black flaves, or at 
leaft a mixed breed, the whites being vcryiew. 
The port, though in reality little more than a 
bay, is in the bed eftimation of any on that part 
of the coaft 5 and is a very fccure and commodi- 
ous anchorage, much frequented by all veflcls 
coming from the north, being the ufual place 
where paflengers, from Acapulco or Panama, 
bound to Lima, dif-embark. The townof Paiu 
is open, and its fole proteftion and defence was 
a fmall fort of eight guns, without either ditch 
or outwork ; being furrounded with a plain brick 
wall: and the garrifon confifted only of one 
weak company, though the town could have 
armed 300 men more* 

Thi 
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The commodore, immediately after taking Ch a p*. 
the laft prize, rcfolvcd to attack Paita that very IL 
night ; he was then about twelve leagues from ^^v^ 
the fliore, far enough to prevent a difcovery, 174'* 
yet not fo diftant but he could arrive in the bay 
before day-break. However, the commodore 
prudently confidercd that this would be an im- 
proper method of proceeding, as the (hips might 
be eafily feen at a diftance, even in the night, 
and thereby alarming the inhabitants, give them 
an opportunity of removing their valuable efFefts: 
therefore, as the flrength of the place did not 
require his whole force, he refolved to attempt 
it with the boats only; ordering an eighteen 
oared batge and two pinnaces on that fcrvice : 
and having picked out fifty-eight proper men to 
man them, well furnifhed with ^rms and ammu- 
nition, he entrufted the command of the expe- 
dition to Lieutenant Brett, gave him his neceP 
fary inftruftions, ordered two of the Spanifli pi- 
lots to attend and conduft him to the mod con- 
venient landing place, and afterwards to be his 
guides on fhore, to prevent any difappointment 
or confufion from the ignorance of the ftreets 
and paflages of the place, which might arife 
from the darknefs of the nighty and, to have 
the greater fccurity for the behaviour of the 
guides, the commodore aflfured the prifoners, 
they fhould be releafed at Paita if the pilots aft- 
ed faithfully; but, in cafe of any mifconduftor 
treachery, he threatened that the pilots (hould 
be inftantly (hot, and the Spaniards on board 
carried prifoners to England. 

During their preparations they were yet at 
too great a diftance to be feen, the (hips (lood 
towards the port with all the fail they could 
ina:ke^ and about ten o'clpck at night, being 

within 
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PiiRT within five leagues of the place, lietitenanc Btttt, 

IL with the boats and detachment, put off*, and a^ 

L..-v-«.«> rived at the mouth of the bay without being 

^741* difcovered ; though no fooner had he entered it, 
than fome of the pe<^le on bbard a veflel ridiog 
at anchor there perceived him, who infiandy 
getting into their boats, rowed towards the fort, 
ftouting and crying, *^ The Englifli, the Esg*- 
** }i(b dogs are here;** by which the wh^ 
town was alarmed and in great agitation. The 
Jieutenant on this, encouraged his men fo poU 
briikty up, that they m^ht give the Spaniards 
as little time as poITible to prepare for their de- 
fence ^ but before the boats could reach the 
ftorc, fome of the cannon in the fort were poiat- 
cd to the landing place, and the firft fliot came 
whiftling over the boats : this tnade the crew re^ 
double their efforts, fo that they bad reached 
the (hore, and were in part dif-embarked, before 
the fecond gun fired. As foon as t!ie men land* 
erf, they were condufted by one of the Spanifi 
pilots to the entrance of a narrow ftreet, not a» 
bove fifty yards from the beach, where they 
were covered from the fire of the fort, and 
forming, marched for the parade, which was a 
large iquare at the end of this ftreet ; the fort 
being one fide of the iquare, and the governor's 
boufe another. The (houts and clamours of this 
animated detachment, joined with the noife of 
their drums, and favoured by the gloom of 
night, which never fails to increafe the confufion 
of fuch a furprize, had augmented their numbers 
in the opinion of the Spaniards to at leaft 30O4 
by which the inhabitants were fo intimidated, 
chat they were much more follicitous about the 
means of Bight than of refiftance : io that upon 
entering the parade. Lieutenant Brett received 
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•: voUey from the merchants who owned theCHAP, 
treafure then in the town, and with a few others, IL 
had ranged themfclves in a gallery that ran ^^A^*** 
round the gjavernor*s houfe; yet that poft was ' ^74** 
immediately abandoned upon the firft fire from 
the Englifc*, who were thereby left in quiet pof- 
itffion of the parade; 

. On this fuccefs Lieutenant Brett divided his* 
men into two parties, ordering one of them xxr 
Airround the governor's houfe, and if pofliblc not 
fccure the governor, whilft he, at the head of die 
other, marched to the fort, with an intent tor 
force it^ but^ on his approach, the Spaniards a- 
bandoned- die fort, making their cfcape over the 
walls, and the lieutenant, contrary to his expeS> 
ations, entered it without oppofirion. By this 
time the other party had lurrounded the gorcr- 
nor's houfe, who had efcaped haJf naked, with 
the utmoft precipitation, leaving his wife, z 
young lady of fevcnteen, to whom he had been: 
married but three or four days, behind him ; 
though (he too was afterwards carried ofF in her 
Ihift by a couple of centinels, juft as the detach- 
nrent, ordered to invcft the houfe, arrived before 
it: while the "principal part of the inhabitants, 
furprizcdin their beds, fkd without putting on 
their cloaths in the wildeft hurry and confterna- 
tion ; ft) that the few remaining in the town, 
were no ways formidable enough to attempt the 
leaflrrefiftance; THuswas the whole town and 
fort of Paita, maftcred in left than a quarter of 
ao hour from the firflr landing, with no other 
lois than one man killed and two wounded ; 
though the Honourable Mr Van Kepple, fon to 
the Earl' of Albemarle, had a very narrow ct 
cape from a bzW that (haved his jockey cap off 

clofe 
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Part clofe to his temples, which however did him no 

II. other injury. 
* — sr^*^ Lieutenant Brett, when he had thus 
174'* far happily fucceeded, placed a guard at the 
fort, and another at the governor's houfe, ap- 
pointing centinels at all the avenues of the towfl» 
both to prevent any furprize from the Spaniards, 
and to fecure the eficds in the place from being 
embezzled : his next care was to ieize on the caf- 
tom houfe, where the treafure lay, and to con- 
fine the fmall remains of the inhabitants in one 
pf the churches under a guard, except Ibme flout 
negroes, who were employed the remaining part 
of the night, to aOifl: in carrying the treafure 
from the cudom houfe and other places to the 
fort. But the failors could not be prevented 
from entering the houfes in fearch of private pil- 
lage, and covering their dirty trowfers and jack* 
ets with the embroidered or laced habits of the 
Spaniards*, and thofe who came lad into the 
£i(hion> not finding mens cloaths fufEcient, c- 
quipped themfelves in womens gowns and petd- 
coats, fo that their lieutenant was extremely fur- 
prized when he firfl faw them thus ridiculoufly 
metamorphofed. 

DuRi^NG the attack on the town, the com- 
modore lay by with the (hips till one o'clock in 
the morning, and then fuppofing the detach- 
ment to be landed, he made an eafy fail, and 
opened the bay about feven, where he had a 
view of the town, and, through his perlpectives, 
difcerned the Englifh colours hoifted on the flag- 
iiafFof the fort: he then plied into the bay, 
and at eleven the Tryal's boat came on board 
the Centurion laden with dollars and church 

Elate, when the commanding officer acquainted 
im of the preceeding night's tranladions with 

which 
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jjvhich the commodore was thoroughly pleafcd^ Chap. 
only he regretted the efcape of the governor, as II. 
he had particularly recommended it to Lieute- '^-^>/-*« 
nant Brett tofccure hisperfon if poffible, in hopes ^74J» 
he £bould then be able to treat for the ranfom of 
the place. About two in the afternoon the com- 
modore anchored in ten fathom and a half wa- 
ter, at a mile and half diftance from the town j 
and having a more immediate intercourfe with 
thofe on fhore, he found they had hitherto pro- 
ceeded in collefting and removing thetreafure 
without interruption ; but the Spaniards rendez- 
voufing from all parts of the country, having a- 
mongft them 200 horfe, well armed and mount- 
ed, with thefe they made their appearance on a 
hill at the back of the town, where they paraded 
about with much oftentation, founding their mi- 
litary muGc, and praftifing every art to intimi- 
date the Englifli to abandon the place, before 
the pillage was completed : but they were difap- 
pqintcd in their menaces, for the failors went on 
calmly as long as the day-light lafted, in fending 
off the treafure, with refrefhments of live provi- 
fions, with which they were abundantly fupplied ; 
however, at night the commodore fent a rein- 
forcement on Ihore, and the Spaniards continu- 
jng»quietall night, at day-break the failors re- 
newed their labour in loading and fending off the 
boats. They were now convinced of what con- 
fequence it would have been it they had fecurcd 
the governor, for they found many (tore houfe^ 
full of valuable efFefts, which could, be of no uf^ 
to the captors ; and for which, if the governp^ 
had been in their power, in all probability they 
might h^ve procured an advantageous ranfom -, 
but he was now too much elated with his milir 
tary command, and though the commodore fent 
Yqh.l, R r hiin 
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Part him repeated meffages, offering to enter intoi 
11. treaty For ranfoming the town and goods, threat 
ur-v*-J ening too, that if the Spaniards aid hot condct 
1741* fcend to treat, he would fet 6re to the town and 
all the ware*houfes ; yet the governor arrog^dy 
defpifed all thefe reiterated overtures, and never 
defighed to return the leaft anfv^rer to the com- 
inodore. This day feveral negroes ^eferted from 
the Spaniards on the hill, and alSured the com- 
modore that the Spaniards were increaled to 4 
formidable number, and refolved to fiorm die 
|:6wn and fort the fucceeding night j however 
the Ehglifli profecuted their work with uncon* 
cern till evening, when another reinforcement 
was fent on fhore, and Lieutenant Brett, doub- 
ling his gqards, by his marks of vigilance, de^ 
terred the Spaniards from their rejR)Iad6ti| 
though they were at that time treble the nuiiiber 
of Englifh on diore, and fenOble of their grieat 
fuperiority. 

Having finiflied fending the treafure on 
board the Centurion, the third morning, being 
the 15th of November, the boats were employed 
in carrying off the moft valuable part of the cf- 
fefts remaining in the town: and the commo- 
dore intending to fail in the afternoon, about 
ten o'clock, purfuant to his promife, fent all his 
prifoners, being eighty-eight, on fhore ; giving 
orders to Lieutenant Brett, " To fecure them 
f* under a ftrift gu^rd in one of the churches, 
♦* till the men were ready to embark ; and alfo 
^* to burn the whole town, except the two 
^' churches, which fortunately flood at fbme dif- 
f ^ tance from the hpufes.'- Thefe orders were 
punftu^lly complied with ; for Lieutenant Brett, 
nnding great quantities of pitch, tar, and other 
fpmbuftibles, fct his men immediately to difc 

fribut9 
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tribute the fame into hojjfes, fituated in different Chap. 
Areets of the town, fo that the place being at II. 
once fired in oiany quarters, the deftruftioh v^'S/^-^ 
rpightbe the more violent and fudden, and the i74i» 
Spaniards, after their departure, be the lefs able 
io extinguilh it. After piaking thefe preparati- 
pnSy he nailed up the cannon in the fort i and 
then fetting fire to the moft windward of the 
houfes, colleded his men and marched toward^ 
the beach, where the boats waited to carry them 
off, which being an open place, he might have 
l?een eafily furrounded by the Spaniards; who 
percejving his retreat, detached liity horfe tgf 
precipitate his departure ; they marched dowii 
the hill with much feeming refolution, but no 
£x)ner had Lieutenant, Brett ordered his men to 
halt and face about, than the Spaniards ftopped 
their career, and never dared to advance a ftep 
jfurjther^ permitticyg the Enjglifli'to reach the 
jRjuadron without.any moleftation. 

In the mean tipe the ipreading flames had 
.taken pprfeilion oFevery part of the town, and 
)by th6 proper, fituatioin of t|ie combuftibles, with 
die ilightneisbFtiie.n^aterials of which the houfes 
were compofed, a^nd* their aptitude to take fire, 
the whole town, ancJall its effcSs, were loft in 
one general confiagration. 

The booty made by the Englifli, though in- 
conliderable of wliat they de/lroyed, amounted 
to above 30,000 /. A^^ ^^"S* ^" wrought jjlate, 
dollars, and other coin only ; * befides^ riiigs, 
bracelets, and jewels of great value ; which was 
^equally divided beicwcen the whole fquadron, as 
.well thofe on board, ' as tlibfe who had been cori- 
Vprncd in theaftion, overhand above the com- 
mon plunder,' whkfi was' very 'great: though 
thCjSpaniards, fi^ih^a^ much more infinite lofs 

i' - 'j^y'2 by 
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Part by the deftru6lion of their town, and the burn- 
il. ing of profufe quantities of the richeft and irioft 

, s/--*-' expenfive fpecies, as broad cloth, filks, cam- 

^74^- bricks, velvets, and other very valuable eflSifis; 
for, by a reprefentation tranfmitted to the court 
of Madrid, jthe whole lofs was cftimatcdatonc 
rhillion and a half of dollars ; and this at no ex- 
travagant valuation. 

The commodore, on his entrance into the 
bay, found fix Spanifli veffels at anchor; one 
whereof, called the Solidad, was the ihip, which 
according to their intelligence, was to have faiK 
dA with the treafure to the coaft of Mexico, and 
being a good failor, the commodore refolved to 
add thi$ veflel to the fquadron, and ordered a 
crew of ten men to navigate her, under the 
command of Lieutenant Hughes of the Tryal ; 
the other five veflels were, two fnows, a bark, 
and two row-gallies, which the Spaniards, with 
many others, had built at different ports^ to pre- 
vent any defcent from the commodore in the 
neighbourhood of Callao, as they were fufpicioos 
he would attack the city of Lima ; but the coni^ 
modore having no occafion for thefe veflels, or- 
dered them to be fcutded and funk. 

Being fafejy joined by the detachment under 
Lieutenant Brett, , the commodore prepared to 
leave the place the fame evening; ,and being 
augmented to fix fail, towards midnight weigh- 
ed anchor and failed out of the bay, with the 
Centurion and TryaPs prize, together with the 
Carmelo, Terefa, Carmin, and Solidad prizes ; 
and (landing to the wellward, on the i6th of 
November in the morning, the commodore gave 
orders " l^ov the whole lijuadron to fpread them^ 
*' felves in queft of the Gloucefter;** whom 
they difcovered and came tip with the next 

' " morning. 
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Tnorning, and found (he had taken a fmall fnow, Ch ap* 
laden with wine, brandy, and olives, with 7,000/, IL 
in ifpecie ; and alfo a barge, with doublq doub- u-^v-*^ 
loons and dollars on board,' to the amount of *74^* 
12,000/. As the commodore, on infpcfting 
the papers found on board the Carmelo, was 
apprized that an unfuccefsful attempt had been 
made againft Carthagena ; and finding there 
was no probability of facilitating his plan againft 
Panama, as he was incapable of attacking the 
place himfelf, with fuch^an inconfiderable force, 
he dropt all thoughts of fuch an undertaking. 

The commodore being joined by the Glou- 
ccfter and gne of her prizes, came to a determi- 
nation, " To (leer as foon as po(rible, to the 
** fouthern parts of Gilifornia, or to the adja- 
** cent coaft of Mexico, to cruife for the Mar 
<« nila galleon ; which he knew was at fea, 
*' bound to ' the port of Acapulco, and would 
*' not arrive there till towards the middle of 
** January -, " before which time, the commo- 
dore imagined he could be on a proper (lation 
to intercept that valuable (hip: and on impart- 
ing his projeiS, the whole crew indulged them- 
felvcs in the moft unlimitted hopes of the ad- 
vantages they thought infallibly to receive. But, 
as there was a neceflity of recruiting their water, 
he proceeded, for that purpofe, to the idand pf 
Quibo, fituated at the mouth of the bay of Pa- 
nama, in the latitude of 7 deg. 20 min. north; 
where, after butningtthe Solidad and Tcrefa in 
their paflage, as they had given great delay, all 
thefquadron, except the Gloucefter, arrived on 
the 6th of Eiecember, and intwo days complet- 
ed their wood and water. On the 9th they 
put to fea, and kept hovering round the ifland, 
in hopes of feeing the Gloucefter i the next day 

they 
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they took a fmall bark from Paoarna, which 
they afterwards fcuttled and funk, and on the 
1 2th were joined by the GlQucefter, ^ho had 
^741* fprung her fore-top ipaft, which had di&bje^ 
her from working to windward, and prevented 
her from getting up fooner with the iquadron. 
The whole fquadron now flood to the vfcl^crnxd^ 
and the commodore delivered frelh inJlru£dD()s 
to the captains of the men of war and comnup- 
ders of the prizes, directing them ^^ To ufe a|l 
poflible diipatch in getting to the north^ir^ 
of the harbour of Acapulco^; where (h^ 
^' were to endeavour to fall in with the land, 
^< between the latitude of i8 and 19 deg. trojBi 
whence they were to beat up the coaft^at 
eight or ten leagues diflance from the (hore» 
till they came abreaft of qape Corientes, m 
the latitude of 20 deg. 20 min. and to cruife 
on that ftation till the 14th of February; 
when they were to depart for the middle 
^^ ifland of the Tres Marias, in the latitude 4>f 
21 deg. 25 min. bearing from, cape Corient^ 
N. W. by N. 25 leagues diftant; and if,, at 
this ifland, they did not meet the conimodore, 
after recruiting their wood and water, they 
were then immediately to proceed for the 
ifland of Macao, on the coafl: of China.^' 
Thefe orders being difl:ributed to the reipeftive 
ihips, they had little doubt of arriving foon on 
their intended flation ; but by the unfavourable 
irregularity of the wind, they were protnu^ 
from obtaining fo defirable an end dll the 28th 
of January, when they found themielyes near 
the harbour of Acapulco, in the hptude Cff 
\^7 deg. 56 min. 

Being now in the track of the Manila gal- 
Jeon, their arrival was too late to yidd them, any 
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j)robability of riiceting with th» veflfel, wKcHCha!^* 
they were taught to confider as the moft opuletvi R 
^rapture that was to be made on any ibrt of the wi>>n r --^ 
ocean : this excited great uneafinelsy as they '74 >• 
IKrere but too apprehenfive of their difappoint- 
iheht, neither were their hopes difllpated nor 
their fears abated, till the| 19th of JPebruary } 
when, oh the return Of the Centurion's barge 
which had been difpatched to difcover the har* 
bour of Acapuico, the commodore, from the 
information he received by fomt negroes the 
batg^ had furprizsed in a canoe near the harbour, 
was iatisfied that the galleon had made her ar* 
rival, at Acapulco, on the 9th of January, 
which was about twenty days before the fqua« 
dron fell in with the cpaft : yet, from them, he 
was able to colled other circumftances fufficient 
to revive his ihen from their dull defpondency, 
to a more fanguine and joyful cxpeftation than 
they had hitherto retained : this was, that the 
galleon had delivered her cargoe, and was tak* 
mg in water and provifions in order to return 1 
jind that the Vice Roy of Mexico had, by pro- 
clamation, fixed her departure from Acapulco 
to the 3d of March. This news was moft chear- 
fully received by the whole fquadronj fince it 
Was much more eligible to feize her in her re- 
turn, than it would have been before her arri- 
val 5 as the fpeices for which (be had fold her 
cargoe would be on board, and was of much 
more eftimation than the a£i:ual cargoe; and, 
as they were certain fhe would fall into their 
hands, all the crews were animated with the 
higheft fpirits and fluftuation of joy, on fo prof- 
perous an event ; which afterwards happily an- 
swered their wiflics. 
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During the time the Britifli commodore had 
been encountering all the rigours and feverides 
of the boifterous winds and tempeftuous feas, ia 
J 74 1, this remote part of the world, from the.ifland 
of St Catherine's round Cape Horn, through the 
South Seas to the weft of Acapulco ; the Spsu 
nifh fquadron, in purfuing him, underwent dill 
a more diftrefled and unfortunate fate : for ar- 
riving at the river of Plate in South America, 
on the 5th of January 1 740, and anchoring iq 
the bay of M^ldon^dg ^t fhe mouth Qf that; ri- 
yer, their admiral, Pizarro, lent immediately 
to Buenos Ayres for a fupply of provifions^ 
iWhile they lay here, expecting this fupply, they 
received advice, by the treachery of the Pbrtu* 
guefe governor of St Catherine's, of the Britilh 
commodore being arrived at that ifland on the 
^ift of December, and of his preparing to put 
to fea again with the utrnpO: expedition. Pizar- 
ro, notwithftanding his fuperior force, h^d his 
reafon, perhaps even orders, for ^voiding the 
pritilh fquadron any where fbort of the South 
Seas : however he precipitately put to fea on the 
22d of January, without his ej^peded fupply of 
provifions, in hopes of getting round Cape ^orn 
before tjic Britifli commodore, leaving the 
Patache behind him, as unfit for fo difficult a 
fervice. But, notwithftanding his vigilant hafte, 
the Britifli fquadron had got the ftart of him by 
four days from Sc Catherine's •, though, in fomc 
part of their paflage to Cape Horn, the tWQ 
iquadrons were fo near together, that the Pearl, 
one of the Britifli fiiips, approached very near 
to the Afia, in which was the Spanifli admiral. 
The Spanifli fquadron, having run the length 
of Cape Horn, towards the latter end of Fcbru? 
ary, ftood to the weftward, in order to double 

it} 
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it; but on tkc 28th At nig^ whtk vitb tbkCiiAP* 
view they wsnre turning to windivajrd, the Goi* II. 
pu&oa, Hermioaa, and Efperanza, were fepa> ^ - sy i-i 
jrated from the admiral; and on tiie 7cH ot ^H^^ 
iVfandi, being the fame day die Britifli fqaadooa 
Jiad paflEed Streights le Maire^ the whole %ia^ 
dfon was drovie to the ea;{lwardv and diipeiied 
i»f a moft fiariops ftorm at N. W. They were 
Afterwards, by tbdr long detention b fvich a 
turbulent iea, reduced to the moft infinite xitt* 
treifs, hy fatigue, and the devaftatbn €& famine^ 
srhich oecafioncd a moft ihocking mortdity. Oa 
•thek departure from Spain chey were fnripfthed 
with only four monchs provifions a»t (faort allow<« 
imce ; fi) tthat when, by the ftorms they encouo- 
nered with off Cape Horn, their comiauanoe «t 
&a was prolonged a month beyond their ei^ec- 
ta&)D, it is inconcetrable whao: jdifficulcies they 
;GafiK5red, and the dreadfid ha^f^ock that raraged 
amongft them, darly fweeping off oumbers d 
their ableft and «Qoft hardy men : their caiacoity 
^¥as eyen £> great, that rats, «^ben they could 
be caught, <wefte fdd ior four dollars a pieoe. 
Tids terrible fituatsom produced a conipiracy 
among the marines, on IxxiRd tSie Afi^ who pro- 
pofod to maf&cre the officers and cnew ; prompt- 
led to this ibSoody relbUition, merely thcQugfa the 
.motive of relieving their famiihimg bodies, by 
dppropria«ing 4die whole ihip'^ provdfions to them- 
ielves; but (the oon^iratxM^ vwere diftsovered, amd 
^evented in t^heir fatal punpofe* This feparai}e4 
iquadron, after duftaiooAg a Tariety of (oeusfor- 
:tiines, -and >aAier &vejial ioeSeftual asttenipts ^ 
^t roumil Cape Horn, wer<e obliged to bear 
away for .the riiner of Plate ; where 'Pizariro, In 
the <Aiia, .^rpived at Monte Vedio about the 
middk 4xf May, aftior jiie hils pf haif ker cCrew } 
Vol. I. Sf the 



^22 T^e Conduft of the Powers of Europe, 

Part the Sc Eftevan was alfo enfeebled by the dimt- 
.11. nution of 175 men, when (he anchored in the 

^^ — V— *^ bay of Barragan ; the Efperanza, a fifty gun 
i74i« fliip, was ftill more unfortunate, for out of 450, 
only 58 were left alive : while the Guipufcoa was 
driven afliore, and funk on the coaft of Brazil, 
having, out of 700, loft above 300 of her men ; 
the Hermiona foundered at fca, and her whole 
crew, confifting of 500 men, were every one 
drowned \ and the regiment of foot was reduced 
to fixty men ; fb that their whole lofs, in thb 
fatal attempt, was upwards of 2,000 men. The 
Afia, Efperanza, and St Eftevan, after their ar- 
rival, were in great want of mafts, yards, rig- 
ging, and all kind of naval ftores ; and having 
.no fupply at Buenos Ayres, nor in any of their 
neighbouring fettlements, Pizarro obtained a re- 
mittance of 100,000 dollars from the Vice Roy 
of Peru, and a confiderable quantity of pitch, 
tar, and cordage, from the Portuguefe at Rio 
Janeiro ; but could procure neither mafts nor 
yards. The Spaniftj admiral was ftill very in- 
.tent of putting ta fea in purfuit of the Britifh 
fquadron, which he did not queftion had been 
•as feverely handled as his own; and to facili- 
tate his defign, by removing the mafts of the 
Efperanza into the Afla, and making ufe of 
what fpare mafts and yards they had on board, 
they made a ftiift to refit the Afia, and St Efte- 
van : and in the Odlober following they were 
preparing to put to fea, with thefe two fhips, to 
• attempt the pafTage round Cape Horn a fecond 
time; but. the St Eftevan, in coming* down the 
river Plate, ran on a ftioal, and being difabled, 
ithe admiral proceeded to iea in the Afia with- 
out her. Having the fummer before him, and 
favourable winds, he expected a fortunate and 

fpecdy 
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fpeedy paflage ; but being off Cape Horn, and Chap. 
going right before the wind in very moderate IL 
weather, though in a fwelling fca, by fome mif- 'w — ^r-^ 
conduft of the officer of the watch, the (hip roll- J74i« 
cd away her mafts, and was a fecond time con- 
ftrained to return, in great diftrefe, to the river * 
of Plate. Thus was this well appointed fqua- 
dron, compofed of the flower of the Spanifli na» 
vy, defeated by the inclemency of the winds 
and feas; while the (hips they were purfuing, 
rode triumphant iii the fouthe^n ocean, enriched 
with the plunder of the Spanifh provinces, and 
waiting for that immenfe treafure they afterwards 
obtained in the Manila galleon, enjoying an am- . 
pie compenfation for their toil and bravery. 




CHAPTER III. 

Naval tranfadions in Europe, 

in 1741. 

TO fhew the world the potency of the naval c^^p 
ftrength of Britain, the Britifh miniftry , jjj 
concerted a fecond fecret expedition, under the 
command of Sir John Norris: a great armament 
was appointed to aflemble for this purpofe, and 
to facilitate the defign, on the 2d of June, a 
vigqroys prefe was made on the river Thames, 
^hic»i, in thirty-fix hours, by the number taken 

S f 2 and 
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Part and enrolled in th< navy books^ was 2,^70 nnen) 

IL and cbe preis was ccmcinued with the iamc ti^ 

L^-' v **-^ lance, the fooncf to maixn the iquadron defigtid 

1741. for tWs expedition^ 

Oil the 2tft of Jiiiy, Sir John NoTri$ hoifted 
hts flag on board the Viftory, and on the 27th 
failed from St Helen's with a grand fleets oon^ 
fifting of fixteen fhips^ cf the line ; the Viftory, 
Royal Sovereign, and Royal OcOrgr, of loo 
gijfM each; St George^ in which was Admiral 
Cavendiih, and Duke of 9a ; Cambridge of 80 } 
Buckingham^ Bedford, Naffao, Lenox, EflbXi 
and Elizabeth, of ^0\ Argyte, Aflfftande^ and 
Roby, ot 50 ; Go^port of 44 guns; atid the 
Blaze and Lightnifig fire-fhips % having on board 
upwards of 8,000 failors. With this formidable 
armament the admiral failed to the coaft of 
Spain ; and great were the expedtations of the 
Britifh nation, on an enterprize commenced ii) 
fo magnificent a manner.* 

On the 5th of Auguft the admiral, with the 
whole fleet, entered the bay of Bifcay ; and or^ 
dered Capt. Harrifon, with the Argyll, to look 
into Ferrol, Corunna, and Redondella, which 
he performed in four days, taking a Spanifl) 
brigantine, and putting four othcrsf on ftdre. 
The captain beipg informed by the mafter of a 
Portuguefe veflfel, that a floop from New Eng- 
land had been carried into Camiripa by a Span* 
i(b privateer, on the 1 7th he got off this harbour 
and fent his boats in ; on fight of them the flodp 
run on Ihore^ but, after a fti^rp dlfpute, the 
Englifli boarded and burnt h^r. The i?th, 
iCapt. IfarrifcKi being infprnied by the matter or 
another Portijguefe yeflel, that the Spaniards 
bad j)rought into kedpndelk a very rich (Wp 
ijyjth bale goods frpfi) London, ^nd three t% 
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foar other prizes; he immediately fent for the Chap. 
Gibralt&r and Grampus, and came to a feibluti- II L 
Dfs at all events, to make for this place, which u— v-*- 
is 1 fmall town and port of GaUici^, in the gulph 1 74^*' 
of Vigo. At day-light, the »^xt morning, he 
took fl Spanifh bark of about forty ton, and an^ 
other about thirty, and fctting the largeft on 
fins, thra difcovered the Englilh to the whole 
c6Untry, and prevented theit projed of running 
up with French colours. About ten came in a 
frefh fea breeze ; the captain weighed, and with 
Etiglifii colours proceeded up the river, having 
given orders to take no notice of Vigo, but pulh 
onj accordingly, at four in the afternoon, they 
got into the harbour or bafon of RedondcUo, 
anchored within piftol (hot of the fliips, and took 
them all, being four, by twelve o'clock that 
night: the EngiiQi got aU their prizes off under 
their (1:erns, &iled out of the harbour, and jc^ed 
the admiral This plainly (hews that the Spani* 
afds had made little preparations to defend 
tbemfelves^ and had the Engliib admiral been 
as adive with the whole fleet, what noble actions 
might have been atchieved ? The Spaniards were 
far from being invulnerable in Old Spain, nor 
had they made the leaft preparations to give the 
^ngli(h any reception : there are very few har- 
bours in Spain, if any, which (he Englilh might 
not have entered, and burnt every fhip in the 
port ; and with regard to their extenfive lea 
coafts, except juft in the neighbourhood of their 
for riBed towns or camps, the Britifh tailors might 
have landed wherever they pleafed, and plurh 
dered and laid wafte the country for feveral 
miles together, before the Spaniards could have 
bfodght a fuperior force to oppofe them* Though 
fhe B^iti^ nation fot^ld pot have got any imme- 
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Part diate advantage by fuch attempts, yet by har- 

n. raffing their country, the Spaniards would have 

^.— ■v^-' been tired of the war ; they would have dit 

1741- regarded the influence of France, and while 
the Britifh fleet in America fwept the SpaniQi 
trade before them, if they had iuSered equally 
in Europe, fo much as to have compenfated the 
]o& and expences of the Britifh nation, this 
would have induced the haughty Spaniard to 
have (lopped the violence of war, by a fpeedy 
and honourable concludon, which would have 
been attended with the happieft confcquences to 
the Brttifh nation, and ought to have been the 
IMe and principal aim of this expedition. For if, 
in Queen Elizabeth's time. Admiral Drake, 
though he had no land forces on board, landed 
at feveral places on the coaft of Spain, and ra- 
vaged the whole country : if he could enter the 
harbour of Cadiz and the riven of lifbon, burn- 
ing a great many Spanifh Ships, and this ata time 
when the Spaniards were more powerful than in I 
the prefent age: if, the next year, 7,000 Englilh 
under the Earl of Eflex, aftu.illy took the town erf 
Cadiz, burning, finking, or taking, every (hip in 
the harbour: if in the reign of Qjeen Anne, the 
EnglHh forces attacked the fame place, and 
though, through mifconduift, they failed of fuc-» 
ctfs againft the city and harbour of Cadiz itfelf, 
yet they did the Spaniards great damage, and 
got a wealthy plunder at port Sc Mary's : and if 
the Duke of Ormond and Sir George Rooke, 
with the fame fleet, in its return, on the 12th df 
Oftober, 1702, made the famous and fucce^ful 
attack upon Vigo, where they took and deftroy- 
cd twenty French men of war and thirteen Spa- 
nifti galleons! What might not the Britiflb nation, 

who above all others are more fond to hear of 

fieges 
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lieges and battles in tiine of war^ when fo great Chap. 
a navy lay hovering over the Spanilh coaft, what III. 
might they, and what ought they not to have ^^'■"v^'vi 
-cxpedled from it ? For as the Spanifh trade was ^74i« 
'inconfidcrable, and that little they had, being 
prevented by the ftation of Admiral Haddock^ 
they could not be diftrefled much at fea by the 
•Englifh : it was therefore the bufinefs of the 
Britifh commanders, to attack them at land in 
Europe as well as America ; with this difference^ 
that in Europe they ought to have attacked 
without any defign to hold, and whereas in A- 
merica they ought to have attacked no whcre^ 
but with an intention to retain their conquefts, 
.at lead during the continuance of the war. 
-There was a fair and open opportunity to revive 
.ihe antient glory of the Britifh flag, to convey 
the name of Norris to lateft pofterity, with a luC- 
tre equal to the reputation of Drake or Raleigh ; 
yes, this was a time, when the pride of Spain 
;niight have been as feverely chaftifed, as in the 
'days of the illuftrious Queen Elizabeth : but in- 
ftead of any exploits worthy the charafter of the 
Englifh admiral, and fuch a well appointed fleet, 
after intimidating the poor Spaniards, by cruiz- 
ing on their coaft for fbme time, the admiral 
difpatched theNaffau and Lenox to join Admiral 
.Haddock ; and, leaving part of his fquadron on 
^a cruize, on the 2 2d of Augufl returned to Spit- 
, head, with the Vidlory, St George, Royal So- 
vereign, Duke, Cambridge, Bedford, Elizabeth, 
Buckingham, and the Scipio and Blafl fire- 
ihips, to the general diflatisfaftion of the Britifh 
nation. 

Though thefleiet under Sir John Norris, had 
ufele&ly and ignon^iinioufly floated in the caflles 
of indolence, along the coafts of Spain, carry- 
ing 
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Part ing the Bridfh lion in manacles, even in the 
II. very Gght of his prey : yet the valour and odir 
^^^>rsj vity of the firidfli fe^men was not every ^rhcrc 
'74'* exdndk : this was no where more apparent, thai 
in the aftionsof the gallant Capt. Ambrofe, who 
commanded the Rup^t man of war of ^ gons, 
then on a cruifing ftation in the bay of Bifeay: 
he had taken the St Antonio de Padua, a pri* 
vateer belonging K> St Sebaftians, of 16 gpos 
and 150 men -, as alfo another privateer, calkd 
the Bifcaya, mounting ten carriage and two fwi- 
vt\ guns, with 119 nagged, able-bodied, dd^ 
perate men on board ; who bad taken twenty: 
three £nglr(h prizes fince the commeacemcnt a 
the war, but now, after a fmar t engagemeDt, 
bowed to the Bridfii flag, which has aiways dif- 
tippoinced the barbarity of ruffians, iike tfade, 
ireniorfelefs in their profperity, and as impeao- 
crobly uncompaflionate to the mifories of the 
poor fufferers in dicir power, as, on their own 
Bifcayan mountains, are the favage wotves, lyiien 
pinched with hunger, to the unhappy trav^er 
periling beneath their ferocity. Capt. Ambide, 
iiaving brought his two prizes into Plyjnpodi, 
&iled again on another cruize ^ and «oa the i Sdi 
>of September, as he *was cruising in the bay of 
Bifcay, off cape Machiacaca, in the eTeaii^, be 
faw a fail from the maft head, to windward, 
which he chafed all that night and the next day, 
-and after chafing her about feventy-dtree leagues, 
4X)ming up with her about eleven ax liigbc, 
^odk her after lome refiftance, and biiougjht factf 
into Plymouth. This fliip ppo;9!ed to be tbe 
Duke de Vendome, the largeft privateer belong* 
ing to St Seba&ians, of the dimenfions iof the 
EngHfl) twenty gun frigates, mosianting itweotf- 
6x oacrii^ guns, and was oumn^ wiife 20a 

ftout 
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ftout feamen, c6mmanded by Don Martin deCnAP. 
Areneder, a Frenchman, as was alfo the crew IIL 
moftly of foreign nations, and among them <^--v/-**- 
ninetecn Englilh, Scotch, and IriQi, who were 174^- 
taken out of the Spanifli prifon, and forced by 
the intendant, to proceed on the cruize. 

As St Sebaftian was again overftocked with 
Britifh prizes, taken in great numbers by • thef 
Spanifli privateers ; Cape. Ambrofe iThmediately 
proceeded to cruize on his ftation in the bay of 
Bifcay. On the 7tb of November he faw two 
fail to the windward, and giving thern chace, 
at the fame time obfervcd a fail to chace him, 
which happened to be a Spanifli privateer of 
twenty-four carriage and twenty fwivel guns, 
and 187 men, commanded by Don Francifco 
de L'Arrea, which had been nine days out of 
St Sebaftian on a fuccefslefs cruize. Capt. Am- 
brofe difregarding her, continued his firft chace ; 
and on coming up with them, did not fire, as 
ufual, to bring f hem too, to prevent giving any 
fufpicion of what he was to the fliip that chaced 
him ; but fent his boat on board, and finding 
they were dutchmen, apprized them of his in- 
tention to deceive the privateer. Accordingly 
the captain reefed his fails and trimmed his (hip, 
and the Spaniard, fufpefting her a confort of 
the dutchmen, crouded fail, and by dulk was 
within two leagues •, when Capt. Ambrofe fliort- 
ened fail to wait for her, hoping flie would run 
him on board, before flie perceived her miftake.. 
When the privateer got within a mile, flie dif- 
covered the force of the Rupert, and hauled 
upon a wind : upon which Capt. Ambrofe fol- 
lowed her, with all the fail he could make. On 
the 8rb, at two o* clock in the morning, the 
Rupert got within gun fliot of the privateer ; 

Vol. I. Tt but 
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Part but the moon juft then going down, and it 
II. coming on dark, (he cktpt upon a wind, and 
. — V — -* the man of war loft fight of her. At day-break 
'74I- Capt. Ambrofc faw her, three leagues on his 
bow, chafing an EngUfh merchant fhip ; but, 
feeing the Rupert, the privateer crowded away 
again, the wmd blowing hard; Capt. Am- 
bfofe followed her clofe, when the wind failing, 
d^rknefs coming on, and the privateer ufing 
oars, fhe efcapeda fecond time. The 9th Capt. 
Ambrofe difcovering the privateer again about 
thre? leagues to windward, purfued her all day, 
and be^an to engage her at half an hour paft 
midnight: theadtion lafted till two in the morn- 
ing, when the Rupert boarding her, fhe ftruck, 
and called for quarter. The privateer had twelve 
men killed in the engagement, two their arips 
and legs fhot away, and the captain and many 
more of her men dangeroufly wounded 5 the 
Rupert loft but one man, who tumbled over- 
board in boarding the privateer. The Spaniards 
were completely fitted out with a great quantity 
of fm^ll arms, cutlaffes, pole-axes, and many 
more inftruments of war, but had met with no 
prize in that cruize. 

As a recompence for the conduft and vigi- 
lance of Capt,. Ambrofe, in fuppreflJing the Spa- 
niih priyatexrrs, the merchants of London, in, 
grateful remembrance of fgch fignal and Angu- 
lar fcrvices, prefented him with a large filver 
. cyp, e)(quificely wrought, with his arms curi- 
ouUy chafed on one fide, and on the other a re* 
prefentatipn gf the Rupert chafing a Spanifh pri- 
v^eer. And the n^erqhants of Briftol alfo, to. 
teftify their efteem for th,e captain, prefented' 
him with a pi^ce of plgiiCe of 100/. value, on thj^ 
fan)c account. . 

On 
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On the I2tb of Odliober Sif John Norris faikCHA^. 
ed again in th6 Vidtory from St Helens, dfi a III. 
third expedition ; attended by the Royal George, (•VNJ 
Jloyal Sovereign, Barfkur, Neptune, Sandwich, ^74^^ 
Naffau, Buckingham, Newcaftfc, ^nd Portmn- 
hon. The fleet proceeded for the Spaniflr coaft, 
where their arrival alarmed the inhabitants % but 
from the forrftef inaiSlivity of this ad mind, t^ith 
» fuperior fleet, and at a more fcafonabhe time 
of the year, the Spaniards were not much terri- 
fied at the approach of the Bricifli Iqoadron 
efjpecially as, fince their lafl:' vifit^ they had put 
themfelves kito a better pofture of dlefenc^, by 
repairing their fiM*tifications^ and having, their 
militia ia^ readiiiefe pofted alon^ the niaritrme 
part of the country. Nor indeed had they any 
reafon.to be cerrined s for the admiral paraded 
op and down the Spaniib coaft, as if he had 
been fent only to amufe the Spaniards- with th^ 
noble appearance of a Britilb fleet, as he had 
fornlerly done, when he waited* to conduflr Pon 
Carlos, and the 6,000 Spaniards, into his Italian 
dominions; and, without attempting. any thing 
that might cohtribute to his own mferit or thd 
honour and fervice of his king and country, to 
remove the Spaniards from all apprehenfion of 
danger, he returned with the fquadron for Eng«r 
land, and arrived at Spithead on the 6th of No- 
vember. 

These feveral expeditions, carried on with 
fuch confiderable force, and condufted by an 
admiral who had acquired a very great reputati^ 
on in his naval life, took up the whole fpeculati- 
on of the public, and terminated to the univerfal 
diflike of the people. As, certainly, nothing is 
attended with a greater difficulty, than, tho- 
roughly ^nd gircumftantially, to arrive at a fair 

T t ^ and 
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Part and undifguifed knowledge of truth •, yet ftatc 
11. truths, which are the very foul of hiftory, arc 

u— V-— ' infinitely more difficult to come at than all others. 

J74^* Thofe who advifed a meafure, and thofc who 
put it in execution, are perhaps the only perfons 
who can oblige the nation with a precife and ' 
genuine relation of fuch tranfadions ; but gene- 
rally, both are fo deeply intcrcfted in the rcprc- 
fentation, that little beyond the faint glimmer- 
ing of truth can be expcfted from them : there- 
fore, for what thefe armaments were intended, 
and what was the real occafion of their inadivity, 
unlels illuilrated with the ufual explanation of the 
pacific fyftem of Sir Robert Walpole, to amufe 
the nation with a warlike but idle appearance, 
and at the fame time avoiding giving umbrage 
to, and fearing the refentment of Frand^; was 
then, is yet, and perhaps for many years will 
be, abforped into the vortex of other political 
arcanums. 

During all thisfummer. Admiral Haddock 
lay cruizing on his ftation in the Mediterranean, 
to proteft the Britifli trade, and to prevent the 
Spaniards from fending any reinforcements or 
fupplies to their dominions in America : this the 
admiral very punftually executed j he had all 
along, from the commencement of the war, 
given the greateft fecurity that was poffible to 
be done, to the trade of the Britifti fubjedls: nor 
can the efcape of the Cadiz and Ferrol fqurldrons, 
be imputed to any negligence in him -, tor it was 
entirely accidental, as the; Spaniards feized the 
opportunity when the admiral, in obedience 
to his orders, had quitted his ftation, to ob* 
(iruft any embarkation from Majorca againft 
the idand of Minorca. This fituation of Admi- 
ral Haddock to propeft the Britilh tradr, v^as ' 

very 
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very interelling to the merchants, and confiftent Ch a p. 
only with rheir fervice ; but the popularity of the HI. 
Britifh nation wanted the admiral to attempt v- — ^— 
fome enterprizing ftroke on the Spaniards : and *74'- 
it has been reported by a nobleman of great 
knowledge and dignity, not only that the admi- 
ral had no orders to make any attempt againfl: 
the Spaniards at land, but that he had cxprefe 
orders to the contrary : if fo, this manifefts the 
reafon why Sir John Norris rolled indolently 
over thofe feas, where he had, in the earlier part 
of life, loudly bellowed out the eruption of the 
Britifli thunder, like a worthy commander \ and 
if it was not fo, how otherwife can we account 
for thefurprizing inaftivity of Admiral Haddock ? 
Certainly the admiral might have done the Spa- 
niards great damage, only with his fcamen 
atid marines, by continually making defcents on 
the open country, by plundering many unforti- 
fied places, and by burning and deftroying of 
the Spanifti (hips, in many of their harbours: it 
is highly probable this might have been done, and 
why it was not, requires a clue to unravel this 
political labyrinth : for from the noble charadter 
Admiral Haddock had glorioufly acquired, and 
honourably fupported, not the leaft imputation of 
the want of courage, conduft, or a due attenti- 
on to the public welfare, can bealledged againft 
him -, it cannot be fuppofed fuch an officer, who 
had manifeftly proved his love of action, would 
have voluntarily continued in a ftate of indo- 
lence: no, let us dojuftice to the memory of fo 
brave a man, from the whole tenor of his former 
behaviour, we muft, we cannot but fuppofe, 
that he would willingly have acted for the ho- 
nour and advantage ot his country, to the ut- 
mod of his ability, and that for this piirpofe he 

would 
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would have veiuurtd hi& life with pleafure. Ht 
was a bold, prudent, and vi^lant commander i 
\ (late of inaifUon was his greaceft mortification^ 
^74^- and the continuance (^ it, by his reftraining id- 
ilrudioos, deje(5ted that glorious Britilh fpirk^ 
which had bid defiance to all the hod of SpainL 
It is highly becoming the truth and dignity of 
hiftory, to fnaich from the ftream of oblivion^ 
the fame and merit of every worthy and illuftrW 
QU5 man ;, to vindicate bis cha^ader from the nu{- 
leprcfencaaoQ of prejudice and calflmny \ and to 
paint him xo pofterity,^ with an attitude, fuitaible 
to his defert and value. Thus^ faithfully related, 
ihall the a61:ions of one br^ave man, enkindfal 
emulation in- the fouls of future heroes ; this formv 
ed a* Drake and a Raleigh ; this gave a^Hiaddocfe 
to England ; this now yields Britain a Vernofli 
and fuch veracious reprefentations, fhall give: to 
the noyal navy, a long, a noble, and illuftriooi 
train of commanders. 

Nothing further remarkable happened itt 
the fquadron under Admiral Haddock, than theii? 
blocking up the Spanifh fleet in the port of Ga» 
diz, to prevent their jundtion with the Toulon 
iquadron, and the tranfports at Barcelona, iil^ 
tended to convey a body of forces to diftrefe th^ 
Queen of Hungary in Italy \ till the clofe k& 
July J when two Englifli men of war, accident* 
ally, in the evening, tell in with three French 
men of war off Cadiz, whom they took to btf 
regifter (hips, with treafure from the Weft In- 
dies, and accordingly hailed them ; but receiv- 
ing no anfwer till the third time of calling, and 
then a diilatisfadory one, Capt. Barnet, com- 
mander of the Dragon, fired a (hot a-head ;. 
which the Chevalier Caylus, the French commo- 
dore, anfwered wich a broadfide ; on which a- 

ibarp 
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fharp engagement enfued, that lafted two hours ; Ch ap. 
when the mnch, after lofmg one of their cap- III. 
tains, a young marquifs, and feveral of their men u^ 
killed, and feventy wounded, thought fit to ceafe 174' 
firing: and Chevalier Caylus, after mutual apolo- 
gies with Capt. Barnet, was obliged to put into Ma- 
laga to refit, being fcverely galled by theEnglilh, 
who had alfo their mafts and rigging greatly dam- 
aged, four men killed, and fourteen wounded. 

The Britifli fquadron confifted of thirteen men 
of war, befides cruizers ; with which the admiral 
continued all the month of Oftober on his ftation, 
between Cape St Mary's and Cadiz: his appear- 
ance there, intimidated the fquadron in that port 
from failing ; but in the mean time, the Spaniards 
efFefted their embarkation from Barcelona, and 
fent 15,000 men into Italy. The admiral, refolv- 1 
ing to behave in the moft ferviceable manner for 
his country, continued his cruize rather longer than 
the feafon and hurricanes, fo frequent in thoie feas, 
would permit him ; but his vigilance was ineffec- 
tual, for he was in November obliged to return 
to Gibraltar and refit : he had but juft entered the 
bay, when theSpani(h fquadron, commanded by 
Don Navarro, failed from Cadiz, on the 24th of 
November, and pafled through the Streights, 
favoured by the darkneft of the night ; yet they 
did not pafs unobferved by the Englifh; for in 
the morning of the 25th, a brifk eaft wind 
coming on, drove them fo far back that they 
continued almoft two days in fight of Gibral- 
tar, when they failed and joined the Toulon 
fquadron, commanded by Monficur de Court, 
off the ftrcights of Malaga. Admiral Haddock, 
who was then repairing his fquadron, made the 
befl fhift he could to purfue them, failing out of 
the bay on the 2d ot December, and in a few 

days 
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Part days came tK> ^wich^che combined* ft^et^ in a line 

IK ofbacrie. ]»uc when he wasbeartt^)^dttrfli)n(the 

u— v-^-^ Spaniards, and'^rdidy co'engage^' the ^rendx ddkfi 

>74i- nural, wich his fqaad/on, lAterpoicdriiridi <a 'flag:- 

ofituce, and fenc a'mefiage to infcgni tkeB^' 

ifh adtniraU " That as the. Sp^iards cJanA'i 

*^ French Were engaged in one jos\t expediddfifi" 
^' he muft obtry his orders, and codld^noc^lit^' 
<^ taking them into his protedion.*^ A .ooiMdl 
of war being called on this extraordinary ^affidr, 
either from the reftridion the admiral lay mdef 
by his orders, or from the fuperiority of the 
combined fleet, being above thirty fail, and the" 
Englifti only thirteen, it was refolved *' T>r' 
•' proceed to Port Mahon, and wait for a rein- ' 
'* forcement." But before the admiral received 
any^ the French and Spanifh fquadrons, in cbo- 
jundion, failed to Barcelona; and from theott 
they fet fail again on the 24th of December, whb 
a fecond embarkation for Italy. 

As the Spaniards had thus fucceedcd in thrir 

firincipal fcheme of tranfporting an army to 
taly, and in joining the French Iquadron, itoc- 
cafioned great fpeculation throughout the whole 
Britifh nation: they knew the vivacity of the ad- 
miral, and relied on hisconduft; nor could they 
tell what reafon to afcribe for it, unlefs the Han- 
overian treaty of neutrality ; wherein they fut 
pcftcd, it was ftipulated, that this fleet in the 
Mediterranean, fhould continue as inactive as 
the troops by land, and that the Englifh admi- 
ral (hould fuffcr the Spaniards quietly to tranf- 
port a formidable body ot forces to Italy, to 
overrun, ravage, and pofTcfe themfclves of all 
the dominions the Queen of Hungary had in 
thofe parts. 

Capt, 
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Cap 7. Thompsok, in the Succe& osan of Chap. 
war of twenty guns, in his oruize on the Madeira III. 
idtation^ took a French £hip of 300 ton, from ^^^v— iJ 
the Haraona, laden with f^gar, cochineal, and i74i* 
cocoa, having alio on board 180,000 dollars, 
iixiy bars of gold and filvar, and other valuaUe 
treafure: the prize was carried to Bofton in New 
England, and appeared of fucheftiniation, that 
ir was reported, the ibare of the captain would 
be 60,000 L and that the common favors would 
have at leaft 500 /. a-picce. 

Capt. Hervey, commander of the Su- 
perbc man of war, arrived trpm the Weft Indies 
the 25th of December at Kinfale, and brought 
in with him a Spaniih i^ip called the Cofiftance, 
of 400 ton, twenty-four guns, and fixty-four 
men, which he took in his paflage^ in the lati- 
tude of 33 d^. 20 m, longitude -65 deg. The. 
captain was Don Francis Havre Caftilio, who 
came from the Caraccas bound for the Canaries, 
laden with cocoa and treafure to the amount of 
200,000/. 

The privateering part of the war, was main- 
tained with great fpirit by the Englifli and Spa«^ 
niards, both in Europe and America: the Eng- 
li/h reaped the greateft advantage in America, 
and the Spaniards in Europe, where, in the fin«* 
gle port of St Sebaftian, they had colle(5ted 
above a hundred prizes. The whole captures of 
the Britifh Ihips, ieized, taken, or deftroyed by 
the Spaniards, fince the commencement of the 
war to the end of the pr^fcnt year, were 372; 
and iuppofing, qppn no immoderate calculation, , 
every (bip and c^rgo, one with another, to be 
worth 3,500/* the lofe would amount to. 
i,2O2,0Qp;/. to which may ; be added 50,000/. 
more, as the value of the houfes, goods, and ef- 

VoL. I. U u feds. 



338 The Condua ^ tf the Powers 5^ 4.%t«pc, 

Part fe6ls, of the Britiih merchants fetzedl in Spam, 
II. contrary to the faith <if treaties^ at the brcakbg 
-^^ out of the war ; the ;whole toft in ikk^ goad^ 

'741* and effeds, will then appear to bel Vi^$VL^oQol 
To ballance this lofs, the Spam A Aip^ cafefl 
by the Englifli to the lame time^ were 390; 
which, valued at 300oil each, make i,i70!^oooiL 
fo that the ballance of profit was, in fiivoiir of tte 
Spaniards, 820,000/. on account of fliips^ goodii, 
and efFedts ; but, as the lofi they fuf&red at Porto 
Bello, Chagre, and Carthagena^ may be com- 
puted at 877,000/. by this deduction the Spani- 
ards fuftained a lols, in the whole war, of 57,000/. 
But the Britifh nation was ftill the greater liriTer- 
er, by the additional lols of the vaft numbers of 
feamen, taktfh and kept prilbners by the Spani- 
ards ; which was a moft grievous misfortune, 
confidering the fcarcity of that ineftimable part 
of the conftitution, and the oppreflive methods 
lately enforced for manning the royal navy : for 
allowing but twelve feamen to every merchant 
fhip taken, the number of Britifh feamen in the 
hands of the Spaniards,^ amounted to above 
4,000; omitting the calculation of thofe that 
had, either with the peril of their lives elcaped 
from the dungeons of Spain, or fuch crews as 
the Spanifh privateers had fometiities fet on 
Ihore, when they had more prifoners than they 
could fafely venture to detain ; and this lois was 
the more fenfibly felt, as the greateft part of 
theie unfortunate men, lay either rotting and 
flarving to death in the loathfbme confinement 
of Spanifh goals, or compelled, through mere 
want and torture, to enlifl againft their inclinadr 
bns, hearts, and confcience, in that fervice; 
whereby, to preferve their lives, they were 
obliged to afTociate themfelves to ad againfl their 

fellow 
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fellaw itibjefb^.anddie intetfc&r^f tl^'COunttyCHAP. 
ivfakh^is eineF..d6ffr'tov: aiH^ infeparably folded III. 
fi^undi tiie;beait c^ eveiyEngiflunan : while the v.^-^^^ 
more ctruly Briufli, honeft^ f^and- brave feamen, i74i« 
touched with ^amobier innate love and attachment 
to fheir maternal land, ftiil prefetved their £ng- 
fifh virtue, iwiJth an indexible refolution to widi- 
Aand the greatefi: temptation offered on one 
hand by the artifices of Spain, and the terrible 
fufferings they e3qx>red them to on the other 1 
yet thefe highly valuable men, if they were not 
finally deprived of their honefty, fidelity, and 
allegiance ; if they ftill nobly perfevered in thofe 
generous fentiments of afleftion for their king 
and country, and defpifing every hardfhip, re« 
lifting every allurement, to encreafe the number 
of thofe privateers that were employed to deftroy 
the trade of tl&eir country ; as no cartel was fett- 
led for exchange of prifoners, and expeding no 
other redemption from the worft of imprifon- 
ment, if this was any longer neglected, they 
mud inevitably exhauft their gallant Ijpirits ; and^ 
immured from. the healthfvil bi;eath and chear- 
f ul light of heaven» lie feebly expiring amid thg 
filth, vermin, and want, of Spanilh dungeons, 
ficknels, and hunger. 

Though the Spanifh prifoners, in the Britifh 
dominions, were no ways inferior in number to 
the Englilh pifoners in Spain, yet they were 
greatly inequivalent in worth ; the Britiih mer^ 
chants were too immediately effefted by fuch ^ 
difparity^ and, as the Spanifh privateers were 
likely to increafe it^ the merchants were univer- 
fally concerned, that jtheir trade fhquld be fo 
furprizingly interrupted, from fuch (hoals of 
Spanifh vefTels, in or near the Britifh coaft and 
foundings, on the very ftations where the Britifh 

U u 2 men 
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Fart men of war fhould be to prated it : dieir alarm 

11. was the grestert as the Spaniards from their late 

v-v-^^*HfcW^at!-fiirf,Hjyf'iftftV a'iiflffiber'bt'vaTuable 

174'* prizes, were encouraged and enabled to aiig< 

ment the force of chcii privateers, and render 

the Britifh navigation ever/ day more and more 

pcecariotisi to prewnc which« aS'/^niYefieftiat 

fecurity wv ^btainv fi«nl tlA? atfani&t^, die 

fticrchants determined to follicit the afOftanccof 

parliament. ; • -vt ■ . - 
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First DIVISION. 



C H A P T E R I 

The Revolution in the British 
Miniftry. 

PS Great Britain is the principal Chap. 

machine, on which depends the I. 
' equilibrium of the ballance of £ti- -..^.v— ^ 

• ropC} and by the regulation of I74*- 
' its motion, in a great meafure, 

• influences the other engines; it 
will be neceflary to obferve, how far the occuk 
iprings of this machine has hitherto affedcd the 
general fyftem, and how much retarded the 
velocity, or accelerated the fiownels of the 
fcale. 

SooH after the. conclufion of the HanoTcrian 
treaty of neutrality, his firitannic majefly left his 
German dominions, .and embarking at Helvoet- 
fluys on the i8ch of Oflober, landed the next 
day at Aldborough in Suffbllc,^ and on the day 
following 
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Part following arrived at St James's; on which occa- 
III. fion, he foon afterwards received the congratula* 
L-^-^r-^ tions of the nobility, and the lord mayor sind ftl- 
1 74 J- dermcn df the city of London. 

After the Bricifh troop bad quitted Cardw- 
gena, the miniftry refolved to (end another body 
of forces to augment the army in America : ac- 
cordingly four regiments of marines were railed, 
and fet fail from Cork in Ireland, on the 8th of 
November, in forty tranfports, convoyed by four 
men of war and four bomb-ketches, to reinforce 
the army in Cuba ; bur, in the. fame manner as 
the former, thefe forces were detained too long, 
and fet out greatly too late, for contributing to 
any material fervice in America. 

Before the diflblution of the lad- parliament, 
the minifterial party had a great fuperiority in 
the houfe of commons \ but on the new ele&i^n, 
the general part of the nation, incenfed by the 
pacific condudt of Sir Robert Walpole, the prime 
minifter, were very ftrenuous in chufing mem- 
bers of another inclination ; whefeby the oppo& 
tion, that had long exifted to fiibvert the minif- 
try, now effcftually fucceeded: for i8li new 
members were returned, who had no feat in the 
laft parliament; of the voters agaiiift the conven* 
tion 152 were re-chofen; of the voters for it« 
169; and it loon afterwards appeared that,' by 
their numbers among the new members, the op* 
pofition had a majority of feventeen^ exclufivcof 
double returns. 

On the ift of December the new parliambnt 
met at Weftminfter, and unaninioufly chofe the 
Hight Honourable Arthur Onibw, Efo^fortheic 
ipeaker •, which important oBice he haddifcfaang;* 
cd with great honour and reputaticm in the t«& 
\a& preceeding parliaments. Qnthe 4di his Ria^ 

jetty 



jdJy an»8;|()t,th|^l^9iff^fm^ and, J»viog,ifi^C<u^^^ 
ai^: l^^rokfi^Qm c| Aho fpeakcr of tbe houjer li ? | 

importing, ^^ That itcft^ft great fatisTa^^w to ^:7»4r<»< 
^ km^b w^rtkisipwiwMlKiit ^ A times, when* by 
^^ JBiyrmaiii^i^c|»f:ii«w.xle4l^ might have 
«« tn of^posf^uitf of Ht)0?tBg che ienfe artd di& 
^ poihiorii*^ ,^i$ pe<^Jn genelial from thei^ 
^ f qfW^matives^ i:faoicn, id)}rifl[g a fea£>n wImcH* 
^* bad teen attended with great rariety of inci^ 
** dcotsof the highefttionfequonce and expeAa*-' 
<* tion, and during the cOurfe of the Spanifh wir^ 
*^ a war^ in icfelf joft, and neCeOarily entered iota 
*^ hf the repeated adfice of both hoiifes of par* 
^ liament, aad particularly rect^mmended to^ 
^ him to be carried on in America ; which had* 
^' been his principal care. His majefty remark-' 
*^ ed upon the impending danger that threaten^ 
*< ed£urope^ and niore immediately fuch pdrt9 
^^ of the continent, as ihould refift the formida*' 
•* blepowerswbich were confederated for the fub^ 
<^ verfion, orredudtioni of the houfe of Auftria r 
«* and that if other powers, who were under th^ 
<< like engagements t^ith his majefty, had an-^ 
^* fwered the juft expectations they had &> fo^^ 
<< lemnly given, the fi^port of the commoik 
^< caufe had been attended with Icls difficulty.* 
<* He informed then)| that be had, purfuant to 
<* the advice of his parliament, ever finee the 
** death of the late emperor, exerted himfelf in 
the fupport of the houfe of Auftria i that he 
had endeavoured, by the moft proper and 
early applications^ to induce other powers^ 
that were equally engaged with his majefty^ 
and united by common intereft, to concert^ 
*^ foch meafures, as fo important and critical a 
*^ conjundure required; and where an accom^ 
.Ydx, I. Xx . " moda- 
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pARt ^^ modacion (eemed to be ncceflSuy^ he labour* 
m. *^ ed to reconcile thofe princes, whofe unioo 
^■^v-'"^ ^' would have been the moft eSe^ual means to 
I fid. •^ prevent the mifchiefe that had happened, and 
*< the beft fecurity and intereft for the &fety of 
^ the whole. That, although his endeavoun 
^< had not the dcfired effeft, he could not but 
** Hill hope, that a juft (tnle of the conamop and 
*^ approaching danger, would produce a more 
^ favourable turn in the councils of other nan* 
^^ ons. That, in this fituation, it was incum- 
^ bent upon the Britiih nation, to put them- 
^^ felves in a condition to improve all opportu- 
^' nities, that (bould c^er, for maintaining the !)• 
^ berries of Europe ; and to aflift and fupport 
^ their friends and allies, at fuch times, and \n 
^^ fuch manner, as the exigency and circum- 
^^ (lances of afl^irs (hould require; and to de- 
** feat any attempts that fhouid be made againft 
^^ him and his dominions, or againft thoie whom 
^' the Britifli nation were moft nearly concerned 
*' for, and, in honour and intereft, engaged to 
^ fupport and defend." 

On this occafion the lords prefented an ad- 
drefs to his majefty, on the 5th of the fame 
month, aflfuring him, \* That they would vigor- 
^^ oufly and heartily concur in all juft and need- 
** fary meafures, for the defence and fupport of 
^^ his majefty, the maintenance of the biallance 
^ and liberties of Europe, and the afliflance of 
^ his majefty •^s allies." And on the 10th, hir 
majefty received an addrefs from the commons, 
whereby they promifed, ** To grant ftich efiedi>- 
*' al fuppKes as ftiould enable his majefty, . not 
^^ only to be in a readinefe to fupport his frieads 
^ and aHies, at fuch times and. in fuch manner 
^ as the exigency and circumftances. of affiiir? 

« ihoidd 
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^ fhould require, but to oppofe and defeat any at* Qh ap. 
<^ tempts that (hould be made againft his majefty^ : I. 
** his crown and kingdoms, or againft thofc who, ^-'"•v- 
** being equally engaged with his majefty by the 
** faith of treaties, or united by common incereft 
^^ and comnion danger, (hould be willing to con* 
^< cert fuch meafures, as ihould be found neceflary 
*^ and expedient for maintaining the ballance of 
*' Europe/* 

On the 20th of January, the merchants of Lon- 1 742 • 
don prefehted petitions to both houles of parlia* \ 
ment, fejtting forth, ^^ That the Britifh navigation 
^* and commerce had been continually expoled, 
** both in the Mediterranean and the Weftlndiey, 
<' to the growing infolencc of the Spani(b privateers, 
*' from the commencement of the war ; principally 
^* owing to the negledl of properly ftationing his 
** majefty 's Ihips." The petition delivered to the 
houfe of commons, was ordered to be heard the 
fl/th ; and that prefented to the houfe of lords on 
the 4th of February, by the petitioners or their 
council. Mr Glover, the inimitable author of Le- 
onidas, who opened the petition to the houfe of 
commons, after having ftated the faiSts, proved 
the allegations by witnefles, and fummed up the 
evidence, pathetically and eloquently expatiated 
upon the hardOiips fuftained by the Britilh mer* 
chants, and the indifference, difregard, and i^n- 
folence (hewn to them from the admiralty, upo{i 
fevefal applications; and this be imputed to an 
cxprefe defign of promoting, in every fliape, that 
known, original, and favourite plan, of making 
the merchants uneafy with the war, in jcohfe^ 
quence of what had been told them, " That it 
** was their own war, and they muft take it for 
<' their pains." Concluding, that upon the pro<» 
teftion i>f parliament^ the Britifh trad^ threw it«> 

XX2 ielf 



l^% Tbc Coodua af tteF^mcn of Carape, 

Fart (elf chat day; the&ilor, the mordttof , Ac mk? 

IIL Dufa&urer^ were all iblliettiii|( tkek juftifoe, tnif 

b.i-v--i*^ ploring their powerful protefijOD to Ihidd dieq 

174^* nom the nialicc of their eneinics at home» and 

Irom the artiBces of their foreiga ci^»Is, whtf 

were w^tchiog to take adraotage of their unre- 

dre&d tnisfortiiDes : hoping the parhameot woold 

take their cajb into confideratioB, proNfide ior 

their future fecuricy by a law, humbfe and pan- 

_ .fib their oppreflbrs^ reftore difitiphiie^ infillo new 

^'irit and yngput into, the admiwftMtion . of Ao 

iiavy> and, by their wiidom andi jufiic^ render 

the very thought of iBJuriing the Arioik trade a- 

^iii^ a terror to all iucoeeding timcsL Subr 

mitHng to die houft the ways and sneaoa of ac- 

eotnpbihiflg diofe ^reat and nccefiavy ends. 

Pf TiTiova were ai(b ptefented to the parfi)- 
ipenc about the fame tioie^ from the cities of 
i^ndon, Brillol, Exeter and GbfasMr, and die 
towns of liverpooly Lancafter^ Kddefan), Soodw 
sunptoa^ and ethei;plaGeSy upon> the fike^ pcca&oiu 

Th£ parliament paid a due regard to theft 
potidonsy and entered into vigorous reiblutionf 
fbr the: better potedbn of the Qritifli trade anc) 
CQtpineroe for the future \ accordingly ^ number 
qf the ffnallDft i^n of war were appointed t9 
cwize in the channel^ and about the coafts, t^ 
iociinB the merchant fliijpi ifom the iiifelis of the 
lEfpanilb privateers. 

Si^ lloaEitT W4>'^o^E> having qpwaiidt of 
fivency years prefid^d in the Britifii CAbinet, hud 
dpeply ingratiated hinofelf into, the fMour^ and 
f^Se^ipn of hji royal mafter; and, from a comr 
iPQn fatality, inieparabiy accendann on mimOeri^ 
al. dignity, had beeii pvtf ftrongly oppofed iq 
his ^dminiflratipn by the lory party, «rbom he 
had de&r ted i and from an inadTePteQi: miftakei 

9m 
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comtitttted by tt¥r Hanover treaty m 1 7259 Chap. 
^hkb tended to the depreffioa of the houfe of ]^ 
Auftria^ and the advancement oi France, he v^^-^v-^ 
alfi> incurred the ^fpkafere of focoe of the pr^o* 1742. 
cipal leaders of the whig party $ whc^ umtinff 
with the tories front) that time OKuie perpetuaS 
and vigorous efibrts^ to rensove him from the 
confidence of bk royal patron^ aad to revert the 
mrn of the Briiifk p^tcs into their natural chaiir 
aeU by fufqporting the houfe of Auftria,. and 
jcnaimaining the ballance of Europe, agai^nft the 
f»ower and, policy of France ; and at length; car^ 
mi it fo tar^ that on, the 14th of February » to« 
wards the clofe of the lall feflion of parlijuiient» 
Mr Sandys moved the houfe ef comsooost to ad- 
dxefi his majefty, ^^ That he would be (dcafed tsk 
^ remove Sir Robert Walpole, knight of the gar- 
^ tcTy and member of that boufc^ from hk pic^ 
M fence ardi conneil^for ever.** The nBK)tiQ» wat 
fecDoded byLord VtfroaorLimerick^and fi^fior^^ 
^ by Lord Vi&ount Gombiny , Sir John Hynde 
Coetoev Sir J^a Barnard, Lord Vi&ouftt Ga^e^ 
Mr Alfiacamder Hume: QtmpbeU,. Mr Poliseney, 
Mr Lyttleton, Mr Gybbon, Mr Wordi^,^ Mc 
Sttt,. and Ahkrmaa Hsathcote. The motion 
wtts oppofed by Lord Yifcottot Tyrcqaiiel^ Mr 
Bromley^ CobMl Bladeix^ Mr Stsephen^^ Fooc* 
Mr Howe, and Mr Pelfaam. The. debate cook 
limaed, with abundance of fpirit, from nooo titt 
pjdnighi; when, thequeillioo being puiz, it was 
vejefbed by a majority of eigjbty^four^ the num-^ 
ber of members prdent, being 2^$^ The fame 
da^y a. fiipilar modon was noade in< the houfe o£ 
lords, introduced by Lord Carteret, and fup^ 
ported by phe Dukes of Bedford and Ai^yle % 
Ihe Earls qf Weftmoreland, Bbrkfhire, CariiAe,. 
Abingdon aqd ^ifax \ ami the Jjsxds Haver* 

Ih^ 
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Part Aam and Batharfl; thi^ was bppofed by the 
III. Lord Chancellor ; the Dukes of Newcaftle and 

L--v*.^ Devon (hire J the Earls of F»ndlater and Iflay; 
'74?« theBifhopofSalilbury, Lord Hervey, and Lord 
Raymond ; who kept up a warm debate from 
two o'clock in the afternoon till eleven at night ; 
but, on the queftion, the motion was re jeftcd by 
a majority of forty. nine, there being 143 lords 
prefent on this grand debate, befides the Prince 
of Wales, who had engaged in the oppofition a* 
gainft the ad minift ration, the Earls of Q)ventry| 
Graham, Wilmington and Darnley; and the 
Lords Brooke and Foley, who ftood neuter ^ dnd 
gave no vote. 

Though Sir Robert Walpole had thus re- 
ceived the pleafure of difappointing his antago- 
nifts, his (ecurlty was but of a tranfitory exiftence; 
for the parliament being diflblved, the re-eledion 
entirely dc^^rated his power, and deftroyed hs 
authority, caufing a great revolution in the ad- 
miniftration : and as it was productive of another 
fyftem of policy, it will be v-ry neceffary to trace 
the meaturcs by which it was Qccafioned and 
completed. 

Bv th • treaty of Han-^ver, concluded in the 
, year 1725, Sir Robert Walpole permitted a di- 
minution of the Urength and power of (he houle 
of Auilria, inflrad of endeavouring to fupport 
the o ly po«ver that could maintain the ballance 
of Europe; independent of which, the Biitifb 
nation cann:^ long fubii.l, wiihout becoming a 
province to Prance. Tiiis incurred a vigorous 
and numerous oppofition in the Briufh ienate^ 
againii tht^.mealtires of an adminiftration, {b pa- 
cifically dell ruclive of the honour and intertrft of 
tiie kingdom, and fo conipcuoufly tending to 
promote the aboliiion of the friend(bip and hde^ 
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lity of Britain, mth her deareft, mod natural^CHAP^ 
and cordial allies. * I. 

During the whole time of this long admi-^— ^ 
nitration, fincc the commencement of the oppo* *74?^ 
fition in the year 1725, incendiary .pamphlets 
againtlthis mintftcr^ were the numerous product 
of every week ; all aimjng to defame his reputa-* 
tion, expofe his condufi, and vilify his integrity. 
Never was a man, whofe adions, cpndu(5l, and 
charafter, have been more earneltly and openly 
canvaflTed and attacked *, and ieldom can hifto* 
ry furnifh any example, where fuch a potent 
oppofition was fo long and fo formidably pro-t 
iecuted and reGfted. 

The (low and lingering jnanner, in which 
the war againft Spain was condufled, had. 
bf en -ftrongly reprefented to the nation, bf 
the political writers; this irritated the whole 
people, who coiifidering how long the Queen of 
Hungary had been left without aflTiflance, when 
furrounded by her enemies ; and perceiving how 
tardily (he procured relief, made the loudeft ex- 
clamations againft the condudl of the miniftry: 
they were taught to believe, that the fpring of 
this unhappy train of condud, took its rife from 
the treachery of the miniftry, abetted by a band 
of corrupt mercenaries, and fupported by the 
defeds of a conftitution which had conveyed too 
much power to the crown ; none of which is true : 
it was the embarra(rment of the national affairs, 
firft by the peace of Uct^cht ; here the founda- 
tion was naturally laid : and the diforders ari(ing| 
afterwards from the unf<:ttled ftate of Europe,' 
produced the quadruple alliance; that, in pro- 
cefs of time, brought on the treaty of Hanover j 
and from the treaty of Hanover, by the fatal 
mifcondudi: of joining with France againft the 

houfe 
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Part hoafe of Auftria, Sir Robert Walpok became 
III. involved in fuch difficulties as he could never re* 
i.i.^-v'^.^ cover-, for fincc that time, this mifcondufi was 
1742. continued by an immutable, timid, and obflinate 
character in the minifter, ftili treading in the 
&me difficult and tracklefi paths. But prejudi- 
cial as all his future meafures were to the naooo^ 
they were of fuch a naturd, as could not be tm- 
pmed to any corrupt engagements with any fiv- 
eign power ; his imprudence was illimitably le- 
floote from any defign to betray the honour and 
intereft of his royal mafter; who had not^ 
throughout the whole circle of his extenfive do- 
minions, a man of greater private honour or in^ 
tegrity^ or a fubjed who bore him a truer alle* 
glance and a raorc loyal aflFedbn: the whole 
mifmatiagement of his adminiftration^ was owing 
to the unavoidable confequences of the tretty rf 
Hanover, and a chain of fatal circumftancev 
neither derived from a greater degree of comip* 
lion, than will be found in any opulent ftate upon 
earth; nor from any defe^ but what are to 
be met with in the pureft oonftitution under 
heaven. 

In this crifis of affairs, the rum of the houfe of 
Auftria appeared almoft impoflible^ highly iiD' 
probable, to prevent: the whole nation were 
naturally difpofed, and fufFered^ to thtnk^ that 
a change of the minifter, and the introdudttoo 
of feme of the principal leaders in the oppofidon^ 
into the chief employments, was the fole aim d 
the parlianr>ent, as well as it was the utmoft objeft 
of the wifhes of the people : they were onani* 
mous for aflfifting the Queen of Hungary, and 
in fuch a ferment, that nothing but confufion 
iK^as e^cpeded by every rational man. To avert 
this confunon^ ic was obvious that, the minifter 

muft 
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■"ftiuft be' teowvcdi ';iOT tSe publie Would not Ch a*. 
ehgage In thofd otj^hOvfe Undertaking^ whidi L 
' *pcrc thi otolv rtfoufceiifi; iihder the conduft ot ^— v 
. thi pfefenladmimftratioh 5 arid there is reafon to I74*» 
Ibfelievi^,' that hi^ majefly was as much convinced 
of the ncceffity of a- revolution in the miniftry^ 
as Sir Robert was donvthced it was high time to 
prepare for it ; beirig ceflfaih to find the royal 
proteftti6n ej^tend as fef as it cohftitutionally 
could »= to fecure'his period fron\ the tage arfd 
fury of the time. 

The oppofition in the houfe df comtiion^, 
finding their afcendslncy, immediately began to 
experience the force (if tfieir fuperiority, which 
was foon manifefted in the idebates on the contro* 
verted eledlions for Boffiney in Cornwall, the 
city of Weft minfter, tbe (hire of Berwick, and ' 
Chippenham! in Wiltshire ; which; being^atll dc^ 
cided in favour of the'0[)p6(ition, evidericly dd« 
mdnftfated to Sir Robert Walpole, the declcnfl- 
on of his ihtet'eft, and the conclufldn bfhis inBti* 
ence in the houfe of commons, who prudently 
provided againft the impending blow, by retir- ^ 
mg frbm a place, where the majority of a lingle 
vote might have fent him to the tower. ' 

A Change of the adminiftration being now be« 
come abfoluteiy necel&ry, the equality of parties 
being fuch that nobufipefs could be carried on^ 
this change was refolved ; and as it required fome 
time to deliberate upon the firft changes, and 
for thofe other members of the oppofition/ who 
werc'tO'* be firft taken in to be rechofen 5 for this 
purpofe it was requifite to adjourn the houfe: ac- 
cordinigly, onthe:^d of February, his majcfty 
cattio to -the pariiameiiti and adjourned both 
houfesto^thc i8th< • -^.i - • \ 
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Sth of JFebruary , w^ jcnnq^d vi^ tfte ^j|^ ^^ 
dignity of , Baron of Houg^;on tp dijp copo^fif 
a?^?. JfJorfolfe, ^Viicpjint yfalpolc,jaodgv^i^43ft|Md 
Jo the county ,<^fSu^blk,} and, pp tb^ i wtji, ip. 
.^qed all his, employ inents. 

71ft B charaifter .of a ^i^e politfcj^ ^»Si» 

vjoftly defined to b^, *> A n^an of prob^, miB- 

♦« yer^nt in hiftory a^id jaF, :»;?tiwJ|jjcly ,^ 

** law of nations) |)erfi^ly .uaq.eE^p^ilig iDH 

** prelentftate of affairs achooae, a^ )Kr^^.|> 

^* pbnjad.} and, atwwjll,: ^^u^ted ^ die 

5* jiunivour of diifiEcTcnt nationS} ai^d ^c^eir iiqw- 

« Rf r of thinking.** ^Ihgt Sr Ro^st pas ;i 

^Ib^finan of gre^c ?bilip^ ..caD>¥>t ^ i;^&ittd } 

jud ihajd ^i? compre^ei^on pf IpEogp jlip, 

;*>8en .«$ivki) «? his knpFlctigc.of t^ ^^9 aqd wa- 

j^er of the Britifli n^fl, Iv9 r-epftQi^t^ii vQidi 

.Jfei^ boep Superior to aojf qf bJ8 jpi}e4fiCBft)B: 

.Iherefore, pa his |cl.^iep^ j^ l^e fifi^, {na; 4te 

bribed Ims relud^ncy tpia ^nd ifnM: \ |?jii^ jve 

«pnjeaur(jd, -would .fee j»CRpfl|riJy : M^jdjipi^ iy 

^rppgly ?0ift«ng the chotflp pf APft*«:.»wi «P 
Jiis jiqcoffipUlhcd .capjicity ;in the latterj npjiy J||b 

obvioufly difceroed his r(?{i^ ,fqr ^yofjdjj^ a igir 
.jffith Sp?iin. Ip tbp .esrJiw jW' .pf frs idnjioi- 
Jlratjon, M tpo ro,vch n«g|ea^ pppHivliys 99^ 
jJways.flWicd bow to ^yc^^ /i «ar, ,^stj^e iqqaes 
^ prpcyre the cop^iflHsyifiC :W^i^ qf hi? s|4ffij- 
|»iftration: he kneiy, th^ jn iVfr, Jlf »«ifu«sff 
^ul, the ill ftjccefe is A\fim9fm^^^i *o ibfi «>■ 
-jRlfter} if fortunate, ttta^c m}# ^. M#^«!^W 
^tten<le4 with great eiipegpc, ;gt ?^irfi, h. ;l)»? 
i»n^ <;9i?BPua«?ce, the pcpple gepf i3lJy,f?»ffin«r : 
ke likqvs^ejjvf, tfeat in jKSr.. military :in<in, .fo.4 
'active fpirits,. muft gradually -.pj^ai^jGiMP^A^IK 
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dfpom^vlywbick he . was* ^termtned' ^hdlf t&CitAf^ 
cngrofc-.V:- .•■•-> I. ' 

' Ir'&ifikd^ JSoks^ diiXM^K depth of ig^^^^^'y^^ 
ahd ;cs^^air^e totuid tire habitable World, ^74^^ 
everjf hour of life wHL demonftrate to Hint thd 
iiipgf^feitnxiCind weakfxEiof hintian' judgment; 
aral£5) dale' fmtmniciie divng^r to which thanWnd 
ah! e^ei*yr mtimeni ekfxrfbd): an imfaiutai&le oni- 
f^fvitfx£cdndiuB^ iif 

tftfi^C4ni$\iiiklly abMethcF rbach of A2tn ; pef- 
ie&iifi divcJIi onlyib'ft^rior beihgi: tben^fore, 
zt everjr iriaii^ kf liafaile:>ta^ hanan ftitltjf^ cdmmon 
c;))arir)f fflkftild bind^aU to excufe imjyerfedioM, 
frbS whtohv^ as the' vriJkA and grtatcft of men- 
a^re riot ocenipredv they fliould alio meet with 
did fatne -gobdinatttre aod^ ikmiB&oti zi the meaii- 
€t aiidi. idfcrior part of nti^Akindi ^di to this- 
StTiRohert! Walpok izto:«cU iiifided, sis his 
peribnal ifualities' weif^b yctf cbnnnctodable, and* 
ip^rthy the charader of the honourable and vir-»: 
tuous rnanv always generous ta a friend, never 
fivcrc td in enemy. 

On- the fefignation' oi S?r Rob^tt Walpole,- 
the Di^kfc of Newcaftld continued in his office of 
principal fccretary of ftate ; Sir Robert wa3 fuc-. 
ceeded' by Samuel Sandys, Efq; in the office of 
chanedUor aVid ondertreafurer of thc^ exchequer ; 
i;drd^ Harrington Wa^ advanced td the dignity 
df an Earl, and made jpl-efident of the council ; 
libord' Carteret fucccfiedingf hillb as one of the prin- 
cipal- fecreuries of ftate y the Marquis ot Twee- 
dale was conftituted Tecretary of ftate for Scot- 
land, a pdft which had been fuppreffed during 
the Jate adminiftration ; his grace John Duke 
of Argyle was promoted to the rank of ficlcf 
marffaal of his majefty's forces in South Britain, 
and made mafter general of the ordnance \ 

y y 2 William 
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Fart William Pulteney^ Eiqi-was appoimed'Oae df 
III. the privy council : a new commiffion ifiued, ap. 
,^i*"v— ^ pointing thie Earl of WHnnngton, Sir John 'Raft- 
1742. our, Samuel Sandys, George Gomptoii, ' and 
Philip Gybbon, Efifs; . lotids. of the 'tratfury t 
foon after, the Right HoDdurable Daniel, Eart. 
of Winchellbi and Nordiampton ; Johii Cock* 1 
burne, Efq; Lord Arclubald ^ Hamilton ; Lord 
Baltimore ( Philip Gavendifh, JEic;^ George Lee, 
Doflor of Laws y and John-Morley Trevor, Efij; 
were appointed lords of tt^t^nriiralty : tbs Duke 
of Marlborough was msdde . colonel of the fecond 
regiment of foot guards ^^: Thomas Matdiews, 
Efq; was made vice adn^ ral of the ' red 1 Ed- 
ward Vernon, Efq; vide admiral of the white; 
Nicholas Haddock, Eiq; vice admiral of the 
blue ; Sir Chsdoner Ogle, Knt rear admiral of 
the red ; and Richard Leftock, Elq; rear admi« 
rial of the white : bis majefty alio made a pro- 
motion in his army of two lieutenan^generals, 
three major-generals, and e^ht brigadiers;* 

His Royal Highnefs the Prince of Wales ef- 
teeming Sir Robert Walpole as a bar between the 
king and the affections of his people^ between 
the king and foreign powers, and between the 
king and himfelfj ftood in. the front of -the op^ 
pofition, and for fome years; had abfented from 
his majefly ; but as the iirft happy efieCt of the 
change in the miniftry, hisToyai highhels waited 
on his majefty at St Jameses, attended ' by a 
great concourfe of nobility, and other- perfons 
of diftindion, was received in the moft gracious 
and afiedtionatQ manner, and a guard fvas im- 
mediately ordered to attend his royal highnefi 
4t Charlton Houfe. 

The whole nation loudly teftified their joy 
;^nd approbation of this change in the govern^ 

■ . ■ mcnt ^ 
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nenci they expe&ed the national honour to be Chap; 
retrieved ; and addrefies, from every part, were I. 
ISntito their reprefeptatives in parliament, ex- <^-«-v-^ 
preflmg their £atisfa(£iion on fo feafonable an I74^.*- 
event, and ftrongly recommending to them a. 
purfuit of meafures, conducive. to the reftoringj 
and maintaining the antient conftitution, and to, 
concur in making the ftrifteft enquiry into the, 
caufe of paft mifn9anagements. 
; As> the whigs» who had confederated in the; 
oppoiition, never intended to continue an alitor 
:vnce with the tories, any further than the re-: 
moval of the minifter, and an alteration in his^ 
lyftem of politics; they endeavoured : ta, keepi' 
that party from the lead in the government, and< 
to prevent them from engroflfing any material 
flmre in the adminiftration* As the choice oi- 
tdhofe already preferred, had fallen principally 
upon the whigs, it adminiftjred matter of great: 
jealoufy to, and was an ill omen for the tories,. 
whoexpefted nothing Jeis than to be admitted: 
into a coalition of power \ and though, his ma-, 
jeftyhiad already fupplied the principal. minifte** 
i;ial pods, with perfons who had long been mod: 
eonnded in by the people, the tories had very* 
jlift (iifpicions they were to be deferted by thefe 
gentlemen in power, and that none, Or only a. 
Sew, of the tories would be permitted to prefide 
in die government.. 

The parliament met^ purfuantito their ad- 
journment, on the 1 8th of February; and, on 
the I ft of March, a motion was made in the 
houfe of commons *^ For the 'repealing of the 
1* feptennial ad, and reftoring triennial parlia- 
«r* mehts;'* which met with violent. Oppofuions, 
and after a long debate was reje&ed ; though 
moftvof the memtxiis had been; inftrufted by; 

their 



^^8 ^Tbe Gottdiift if ib^' Poif^rr of Bqv4^ 

pARf their coAftku^^v ftranubufl^ to hvfift dki «bii» 

III. a preliminaT^^ tottiNe grant 6f any iisppKdr^ 
i*-v~^ It wai noV tery evidwtri^ that the torlatf ha* 

J?4?*' hitherto beerv only- fiabfer^fertt iA affiftingtcBehr 
confcdcrafdd whijg<,' xdf remove Sir Robert Wak 
pole, aTid p.ivi^ the wuy ix> their aidvaiiieemenri: 
fronfi U'hich t>>e wt'xtt were not only generily 
exeludeds Nt^hird t4>e rniortiBcation to peroeive^ 
they could not avail' thrmfclvesu This created? ;D 
ptarty agamlt t-he lit^ rhiAtftry, whofe in6uMce 
¥Fte already ibfi>m¥t<y eftmbHihedy that his ^i«ap 
the DukeTot ATLiyle;! dti|[i](Ved at thbir condoflhi^ 
<$ft the lothof MttAtt;. u^x^)iA^\ His evriployr 
mems v and #fls fticoeeded bv the Ouke of Vbaa^ 
tl^u a& nfafter of the* o/dfiHrncev 
' Ttf £ pOt^k were at this cither Drianrmoas far 
sM enq^iiry into (he admiVtiOranDit'of Sir Rober0 
Walpol^ ; the crihie the)| impUted to him .wai^ 
that of tfpplyin|t rtor only ail the favours €if liu^ 
crown, but even' the public mnney towards' gum; 
ing a corrupt rnflueMe af cl^dioiisr and- in* pallid' 
ment ; and accordi g to their deluded) fenti^' 
ments he was to- make an attonement^ by- n©' 
lefs a facriBce thjn he lofs of his life, hi^ eftate^ 
bis honoor , a^d The utter ruin of his pofterityr 
chis was the voice or the ondifcerning muititudiei' 
^nd had hc; not been d\:fended' \n the tnahner 
which he was-Tuch a ientence, in the rage of that! 
time, had been in all probability imfkrerthoDghi 
the laws muft "have been' more tortured a> have 
jieached himi 'capitally, than he had ftraintd fair 
power to maintain himfetiu Amoiig the wifep 
part of mankind ,> few wtre* in their hearts iiK 
elined to this extremity $: thoogh fome^. by thef 
fafal attraAion- of party, mfpx hav^ viafemlj^^ 
afnd indifrreeriy, wiOiaJ to ikave^fecik thar{tonillK 
meat infii^tod oir ttte minifter,. they muft^fdica 

the 
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fjily W^f^ ftv 4i? «a^, Biut though tKe . 1^ 

ff^tfi mgdcr^^e ifi f)ie J«paite, wef^ difinclineil to v-^v-^ 

.j||a)f;c.%ny fevciric r/eycngcpn.^nciift^ken man, vvho ^7^* 

.^^ .trefpaljE^ .uj;pp jtfaie ppw^r in his hands, yet 

j^y.wcic wiywgrCQ^spnpur to f^r, ^ to deprive 

JJifl? of ftny |x;^56»^ty c^,ejfm^ the f4mc again : 

1^,49 tl\i$, mujft i»e jby ^f5t»:aing^i\d c;Kpormg the 

ipflflSJIfl^gjeincpi qf fli^ by 

;^;gubjlij:.c9^iry ii^^p ith^ cpn^M^t of tl;ic minifter. 

J[q ,4)is l^cy S^^6e4 ^ voicp of the nation ; 

^ijt, ^ ^hc fanrw f HB€, detgrpojncd to protcft 

juvd pwJ^rw iuqf) ^QiWthe r^c and vipjcncc qo 

f^iikh )ie w^s ^^Fpp/f^<^« 'I'^^^ enquiry was a)fo 

!j^e ^qF|e pe^gatry^ as it wpuld^ b? in vain for 

j^ pjtriiamep^ p ?M^pt tp rei;rieve their loft 

;^^PV& ^y p^rfulng n^w meafMrcs, if they did 

j99^ ^^ cei^fHre the authprs pf the ol(^ : vain muft 

,^ th^ir jttjtecnjpt ^p^gjiin ajlies, and to convince 

^^Six fj;i$^t they V/Cr^e in earned in the profecutioa 

4^f t^p war ag^i?^ (Heir eneni^ies abroad, unlei^ 

^hj^y ^r^ .<^n?4 {i^r^ tp .^n accQUot, that ha4 

tpef) |)3€^r ferret abettors j^n4 encouragers ac 
ome. 

,4icqo?ipiNGLV, pn th<J 9tli pf March, thrf 
}^X^ yifcount I^iisi^rick ipove^ .{he houfe of 
Spmmpc^) ^> Tjiat ,a committee might be ap» 
M pointed tp enquire incp the cpndi^ of affairs 
^^ ;{it |)9n[\e ^d al^rpad, for (hp Uft twenty years -, '^ 
^^t J^ral of |he i^mbe.rsa whp were otherwiie 
Jfljlijipd to havp f^voux^cd the motion, opporc4 
\h i95»Mf?(they.,^ipprelvJndcd it to be too extei?- 
/iy? W:«> .ti«se, ,094 j^oo extcnfiye asto mattcrj 
^^)ki^\fi^ inquiry £pr ip long ^ tijiie ba,ck, was 
lhP^B'^^£^ .^ ¥^^(V9iU| precedent; and« if allow<» 
,^ «»hW ^iup^ f pr^scdcnt, ^% m^^y be of 

-...;:;,i;;w ..J ^ objedion 
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Part objeftion was alfo darted to* the motion^ ask 
III. comprehended ^11 foreign a^ Well as domeftic af* 
I — sT^^ fairs, which muft of courfc have brought all the 
1742. papers relating to the foreign negociations before 
the committee, and thereby endianger the difco- 
very of feme of the moft important fecrets of the 
government to its enemies, which might be of 
the moft fatal confequence, now the nation was 
engaged in one war, and in great likelihood of • 
•being (bon obliged to engage in another: and 
thefe reafons huving great weight in the houfe, 
the motion, after a long debate, was rejeded, 
by a majority of two. Not difbouraged with this 
di&ppointment, the fame nobleman on the 2 jd, 
made another motion, ** That a committee tie 
^* appointed, to enquire into thecondufb of Ro- 
•* bert Earl of Orford, during the laft tfen yeaft 
" of his being firft commiffioner of the treafury, 
<* and chancellor and under treafurer of his n)a- 
*' jefty's exchequer : " which was carried in the 
affirmative, by a majority of fevcn: and thfc 
houfe refolved, " That a committee of fectiecy^ 
*• in number twenty-one, fhould be chofen by 
** balloting.*" 

The committee being chofe, and the houfe 
having ordered *' That they Ihould have power 
*' to fend tor perlbns, papers, and records, and 
^< to examine, in the moft folemn manner, fuch 
*' perfons as they thought proper, upon the fuK- 
*•' jeft matter of their inquiry ;'* they piroceedcd 
to bufinefs: and, upon the 13th of April, the 
'Lord Limerick, their chairman, reported to 
the houfe, ** That the committee met with great 
*' obftruftiohs in their inquiry;*^ for haviiig-or* 
dered Nicholas Paxton, Efq; -foirKirrpr fe-thc 
treafury, Gwynn Vaughah, Eft[i aiid MrS^top^ 
recretary io the' trcaiiiryjr^before thcm^*fcr-t«i 
---^ examinationy 
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totamination, they refufed anfwering the interro- Chap; 
gatories exhibited by the committee ; the two I. 
firft alledging, that the laws of England did not vy'^v-v 
compel a man to fay any thing that might tend ^74^« 
to accufe himfelf ; and thfe latter, in whofe name 
all the fecret fervice money was iffued, amount- 
ing to above a million, refufed to anfwer any 
queftion, pleading his majefty*s injunctions to the 
contrary, and that he was not permitted to reveal 
any thing on that fubjefl: : the committee there- 
fore reprefented to the houfe, " That they could 
*' not help obferving, that this perfeverance in 
*' refufing to anfwer, feemed to take its rife 
from a premeditated fcheme to obftrudl and 
fruftrate their enquiry; and, ihould it pafi 
unregarded , might probably communicate 
itfelf to other perfons, whom they might have 
occadon to call before them ; and, by that 
means, render it impoffible to lay a clear ftate 
" of affairs before the houfe." 

Mr Paxton had been already committed to 
Newgate, for his obftinate behaviour to the com- 
mittee, and upon this report to the houfe, it was 
refolved " That leave be given to bring in a 
*' bill for indemnifying fuch perfons as Ihould, 
*' upon examination, make difcoveries touching 
the difpofition of public money, or concerning 
the difpofition of offices, or any payment or 
agreement, in refpeft thereof, or concerning 
other matters relating to the condud of Ro- 
*' bert Earl of Orford." This bill was drawn 
up, pafTed, and fent up to the lords, where a 
morion was made for its being committed ; upon 
which a long debate enfued, wherein it was af- 
firmed, by a noble lord lately admitted into the , 
miniftry, to be contrary to juftice, the laws of 
nature, and the fundamental * maxims of thej 
Vot, I. Z z Britifb* 
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Part Britifli conftitution, and even without precedent? 

Hi. and, the queftipn being at laft put, it was carried 

)»^'\n^ in the negative, by a majority of fifty-two ; there 

174^- being 139 lords prefent, and twenty-leven prox- 
ies, though no lefs than thirty-two lords, and 
amongft them the moft eminent and beft efteem- 
cd part of the nobility, entered their proteft a- 
gainft the rejefting of this bill, becaufc they con- 
ceived it might prove a dangerous precedent, of 
fatal confcqucnce to the conftitution ; fince, when- 
ever the nation (hould be vifited by a wicked mi- 
nifter, thofe who (hould have ferved him in de- 
frauding and opprefling the public, and in cor- 
rupting individuals, would be furnilhed with an 
excufe for refufing their evidence; their danger 
would produce his fecurity, and he might enjoy, 
with fafety, the plunder of his country. Nay, 
they even apprehended, that the rejedting of 
this bill might be underftood, by thofe who 
could make any difcovery, as if that houfe de- 
ligned to difcourage any evidence whatfoever, 
that could efFc(5l the perfon, whofe conduft the 
fecret committe was appointed by the houfe of 
commons to enquire into. 

However loudly the popularity of the nation 
called for an enquiry, however ardently they 
fought for juftice, and however eagerly they 
hoped for redrefs ; they were now difappointed. 
The new miniftry only wanted to expofe the mif- 
condufl: of the Earl of Orford ; and, when this 
was done, they intended to proteft him from any 
danger, fuch a proceeding might naturally in- 
curr, and from the open and declared vengeance 
of an enraged multitude. With this view, the 
new miniftry, conjundtively with the other part 
of the late oppofition, proceeded to promote an 
enquiry into the condudt of the late minifter, 

which 
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V^hich they pufhed fo far, as to make it evident Chap. 
that he had praftifed many artifices of corruption 1. / 
to influence eledions, and by making ufe of the ^ — v^-*j 
wealth, power and places of the crpwn, to intro- I74^» 
duce a criminal dependency in parliament, and 
to (ap the conftitution at its very foundation : for 
fuch purpofes, he was difcovered to have been 
guilty of a great profufion of the public money \ 
and it appeared, that the money expended for fe- 
cret fervicc, during the laft ten yeari of his ad- 
miniftration, amounted to 1,168,292/. 45. 8 kd^ 
more than was expended, in the fame term of 
years, from the ift of Auguft 1707, to the ift 
of Auguft 1 71 7, in which laft interval of ttti 
years, all the circumftances occurred, which can 
be urged in juftification of the account charged 
on the Earl of Orford, fuch as a general war, 
the negotiations for a general peace, two total 
changes of the adminiftration, violent party ftrug- 
ies, a royal demifc, the happy acceffion of the 
prefent royal family, many popular coiti motions, 
and a rebellion. This was a plain manifeftation, 
as far as the enquiry extended, with whatever 
difliculties and diicouragements embarrafled, that 
the late minifter had made too free with his truft 
on the one hand, and the conftitution on the o* 
ther: the new miniftry wanted no further or 
greater accufation ; the public were made fenfi- 
ble of his errors and mifmanagement s and 
though the populace wanted him to be abandon- 
ed, as a viftim, to their blind and outrageous 
fury, the example and fate of the famous De 
Wit in Holland, was too recent in the mind of 
every compaffionate man, to fufFer him to ftand 
unftieltered and unproteded from fo furious a 
ftorm. The new miniftry faw his danger, gehe* 
rowfly ftepped iri the breach, and laved him 

Z z 2 from 
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Part from dqftruftion; for as they dreaded to found 
III. their adminiftration on fteps cemented by blood, 
L-^-v— ^ it was more honourable, juft, and meritorious, 
J742» to flop (hort ; without denouncing that fentence, 
or inflifting that punifhment, which, though per- 
haps very many thought was due, could fix no- 
thing lefs than the guilt of murder upon an ex- 
afperated nation : and lefs than murder could it 
hardly be if they had taken the life of that man, 
when no law of the land had fubjefted him to 
death ; which muft have been produ6tive of the 
greateft confufion among the people ; for, how- 
ever fond Britons are to have men, who have 
impaired the dignity of the nation, brought to 
condign punifliment, if at one time they ralhly 
wi(b, and at laft behold the difmal fcene d[ 
blood flowing on a fcafFold, they ever after de* 
teft the thought, and ftrive to exclude the me- 
lancholly moment eternally from their memory. 
Nor is it to be imagined that his majefty, a 
prince of fuch known and univerfal clemency, 
though he had thus delivered up a favourite mi- 
nifter, to fatisfy the clamours of his fubjedls; it is 
not to be conceived, that he, whofe royal bofom 
fo tenderly feels every tie of humanity, Ihould 
ftand an unconcerned and idle fpeftator, and 
willingly fufier an old minifter, who, however 
pernicious to the interefl of his country, was ever 
loyally attached to the fervice of his king, to fall 
unguarded before the florm that had been long 
colTeding, to fweep him away and plunge him 
in eternity. 

As the members of the long oppofition had 
been divided j thofe who were in power, united 
by fbme of the late minifterial friends, and pro- 
inodng others of their own, obtained a viHble 
jjffCi^Uancy in the parliament : many of the lead^ 
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ing tones were neglefted by the miniftry ; party Chap. 
again began to kindle ; it grew warm ; the egg I. 
of dilcontent was hatched, and when the fhell<- — v-*- 
burft, another bppofition was difclofed. Whigs ^74^^ 
and tories were blended in fuch confufion, fome 
in, and others out of employment, that the diC- 
tindtion vanilhed ; while the court, and country 
intereft, were now the charafteriftic denominati- 
ons of the contending parties. 

The other domeftic alterations, efFefted by 
the revolution of the miniftry, were altogether 
inconfiderable ; except the pafling of a bill, to 
leffen the minifterial influence in parliament, 
though not in fo efFedual a manner as to give 
latisfadion to the country party. In foreign af- 
fairs the miniftry were very induftrious, in pur- 
fuing meafures entirely oppofite to the pacific 
plan, fo long and lo fatally profecuted ; they 
maintained their principle of fupporting the 
houfe of Auftria, and furnifhed her with efFedlu- 
al fupplies. 

The national debt, on the 31ft of December 

1741, amounted to 46,956,146/. of which, 
1,012,200/, was encreafed fince the 31ft of De- 
cember 1740. 

Th£ grants, for the current fervice of the year 

1742, amounted to 5,723,536/. for which 
the committee of ways and means provided 
^,100,000/. which was a furplus of 376,463/. 

The generality of the Britift nation expefted 
the parliament, at fo remarkable a period, would 
have unanimoufly exerted themfelves, to have et 
tabliihed the moft falutary laws, to reftrain any 
future minifterial influence ; but the legiflature 
were more intent on protefting the Queen of 
Hungary, and reftoring the ballance of Europe, 
pow preponderating to the force of Frances 

they 
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Part they looked upon the prefervation of the hou(c 

III. of Auftria, to be as eflentially requifite for the 

^^ — sT'-^ liberty of Britain, as the fatety of the barrier 

^742» towns are to the Dutch republic; they knew 
there was no other way than by the fpeedy in- 
terpofition of Britain, to fuftain the drooping 
Ipirits of the Queen of Hungary, and of her dit 
treffed and faithful ftibjects, in the defpcrate con- 
dition to which they were reduced ; and to con- 
vince the Dutch, the King of Sardinia, and all 
foreign powers, that (he could and would receive 
affiftance from the Britilh parliament. The form 
of the Dutch government in particular, made 
them flow to refolve, and their (ituation made it 
defperate to engage, till they were furc of a folid 
fupport : the King of Sardinia had heartily, and 
generoufly, ftepped into the breach, but his cir- 
cumftances were, if poflible, ftill nK>re critical: 
the Kings of Pruflla and Poland, neither could 
have flopped, if they would, nor probably would 
if they could., and muft have been hurried on 
where France (hould have direfted, or their own 
ambition have invited ; if, by the gathering of 
this cloud, a ftorm had not been threatened 
from the quarter of Great Britain, which might 
have created both doubts and terror, as to the 
event of their quarrel: this was therefore the 
only way to induce them to be more moderate 
and circumfpedt in their proceedings. 

Accordingly the parliament, on the 3d of 
April, granted the fum of 50o,oop/. and voted 
to fend 16,334 efFeftive men into Flanders, for 
the affiftance of the Queen of Hungary. His 
Britannic majefty was lo well pleafed with the 
refolutions of his parliament, in protedking the 
Queen of Hungary, that, the more cffeftually 
to give her fpeedy and requiQte afllftance, the 

Earl 
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fiarl of Stair, who had been lately promoted to Chap; 
the rank of field marftial, was made commander I. 
in chief of the Britilh forces defigned for Flan- v-— v-*^ 
ders, and alfo appointed ambaffador excraordi- I74^» 
nary and plenipotentiary to the States General^ 
to endeavour to concert and take, jointly with 
their High Mightineffes, the proper meafures 
for preferving the liberty of Europe, and re- 
cftablifhing a juft ballance of power. 

On the 24th of April, his Britannic majefty 
appointed the third and fourth troops of horfe 
guards, the fecond troop of horfe grenadier 
guards, the King's and Major-General Lego- 
nier*s regiments of horfe ; Honey wood's, Camp- 
bell's, Hawley's, Cadogan's, Rich's, and Cope's 
dragoons: three battalions of foot guards; How- 
ard's, Cornwallis's, Duroure's, Pulteney's, Camp- 
bell's, Peers's, Handafyd's, -Hufkc's, Bragg's 
Ponfonby's, Johnfon's, and Bligh's regiments of 
foot, being in airi6,350 men, to be embarked 
as foon as poflible for Flanders, and to remain 
there under the command of Lieutenant-General 
Honey wood till the arrival of the Earl of Stair, 
who was then to take upon himfelf the command, 
having under him the Lieutenant-Generals Ho- 
ney wood. Earl of Dunmore, and Campbell ;; 
the Major-Generals Howard, Cope, Legonier, 
Hawley, and Earl of Albemarle -, and the Brig- 
adiers Cornwallis, Earl of Effingham, Pulteney, 
Bragg, Hufke, and Ponfonby. 

The Earl of Stair had already embarked on 
his embafly to Holland ; and the troops, after 
paffing in review before his majefty at Kew 
Green, repaired to Deptford and Woolwich, 
where they took Ihipping and were lafely trant 
ported to Flanders. 

The 
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Part The joy upon this change and difpofition 
III. of the Britilh adminiftration, was not confined 
-— v^^*-^ to their own dominions \ all thofc ftates upon the 
*742* continent who had anintereft in the prolperityof 
Great Britain, all its natural allies (hared in it. 
The news no fooner arrived in Holland, than 
the States General, though the gold of France 
had corrupted their affemblies, (hewed a more 
favourable difpofition to renew the antient good 
underftanding, fo neceflary for checking the 
ambitious views of any power upon the continent* 
It was no fooner known in Germany, but it in-i 
fufed new fpirit into the councils, and gave frefh 
courage to the arms of her Hungarian majefty y 
her affairs immediately took a more favourable 
turn, and fhc was long crowned with the moft 
happy advantages, and furprizing fuccefe. The 
King of Sardinia faw his own danger in the ruin 
of the houfe of Auftria, he knew that houfe had 
long before been abandoned by its allies, and 
could venture only to refufe the Spanifh troops a 
paflage through his territories, on their coming 
to invade the Auftrian dominions in Italy; but 
no fooner was he apprized ot the revolution in 
the Britilh miniftry, than he difcovered a re- 
folution in joining to fupport the houfe of Auf- 
tria. 

While France received the news of this 
change with the utmoft confternation, and trem- 
bled at the promifing unanimity and good con- 
duft of a nation fo long difregarded. His Moft 
Chriftian majefty immcdiateiy called an extraor- 
dinary council of ftace, wherein it was refolved, 
*^ To put that kingdom in the beft pofture of 
*• defence, and to purfue the affairs of the ma- 
" rine with the utmoft diligence ;" but the moft 
certain and public proof of this change being 

dU: 
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difagreeable to the French was, that as fbon as Chap. 
the rumour fprcad abroad, their docks fell from I. 
2,005/. ^ i>965/. Spain began to repent heru-.*>r*- 
ambitious fchemes on Italy, looked upon the ^74^- 
troops ihe had lately transported thither, as a 
facrifice to the refcntment of Britain, thus aftu- 
ated by a new miniftry ; (he (huddered for her 
provinces in America, and even defpaired of the 
Two Sicilies. The King of Pruflia- wiflied he 
had not overafted the hero, and the Elcftor of 
Saxony that he had not engaged fo deeply with 
France. The Duke of Bavaria, while he was 
ieating himfelf on the imperial throne, in the 
very moment when he could moft have exulted 
in his ambition, wifhed it had been more mode- 
rate ; the fcene of his native country, when 
over-run by the vidtorious Marlborough, rofe 
full in view ; the fate of his exiled father ftrongly 
occurred to his memory ; and he^ and all the 
other Germans confederated with France, re- 
pented them of their credulity. Nor was Swe- 
den lefs anxious for having confided too impUit 
citly in French profefjQons. 
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CHAPTER n. 

The cle^^ion of the Duke of 38 a- 
VARiA to the Imperial thn>ne; 
and the preparations for, and pro- 
iecution of, the campaign in Ba* 

VARIA. 



Part TT7HILE her Hungarian majcfty was rt- 

III. VV joicing'at a revdlution in thi Brid/h 

..*-v~-j miniftry, fo favourable to htr intcreft ; the mini- 

174:^. ftry of France, firm in their, deterrtiination^ of 
placing the imperial crown on the head of the 
Duke of Bavaria, made every etfort, pra6tifed 
every artifice, and neglefted no opportunity, to 
efFeft a fcheme fo important to their intereft, 
For this purpofe the Marflial 5clleifle, one of 
their moil able negociaiors and generals^ had 
been employed in Germany, almoft ever finc9 
the death of the late emperor. By the alliance 
concluded with the Kings of Poland and Pruflia, 
the eleftoral votes of Saxony and Brandenburgb 
were fecured in favour of Bavaria ; the fituation 
of the army commanded by Marflial Maillebois, 
having ejttorted the jHanoverian treaty of neu- 
trality, and intimidated the Elector of Mentz, 
rocured the votes of thofe two princes : and th$ 
ift&,ovs of Cologne^ and the Pal^tinate^ needed 
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no influence to promote the jntereft of the Chap^ 
Puke of Bajraria. II. 

Thje fote ot the clcdlion being thus prede- ^^-— v^«^ 
termincd, the firft thing refolved on by the ^74^» 
iunited ele<5lors, was, to fufpeivd the vote of the 
clciftorate of Bohemia ; i(nd the Eledor of Han- 
pver haying, at leaft, made no oppofkion to 
this fufpenfion, the Queen of Hungary was ex- 
4:luded from having any (hare in the eIe£tion t 
$0 that k appeared the Duke of Bavaria would 
Jbe thus luianimoufly chofen by all the electors 
admitted to have a fhare in the eledion ; though 
by the.t&nor of the golden bull, which prefcribes 
-the ceremonies of the clcdtion, the choice of the 
«emperpr is confined to the majority of eledloral . 
votes. 

This imperial edift, eftablilhcd in the year 
'^35^'i is ^ much the fundamental law of the 
.empire, as the ever glorious Magna Charta is of 
the liberties of England ; and, by this edid, the 
Eledtor.of Mentz, as high. clianceUor of the em- 
pire, and dean of the eleifloral collegs, is oblig- 
ed, on the vacancy of the imperial throne, to 
lend his circular letters to every cleftor, to give 
them notice of the time and place of the fuc- 
ceeding cleftion, which is to be three months 
from the date of the letters ; when the eledors 
are to repair in perlbn, or by their deputies, to 
the . city of Francfort on the Maine, to elcft a 
new emperor; which, when they begin their 
.deliberations, they ace, by this edift, confined 
to do in thirty days, under the pain of being re- 
duced to bread and water, without any other 
oouriihment, for as long as they exceed that 
time. The Eleclor of Mentz, purfuant to this 
edift, on the emperor's death, iflued circular- 
iet(ers to all the ek<5lors ; but as an inftance that 
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the moft provident and falutary laws arc often 
defeated in Germany, as Well as other countries, 
it was the 24th of January 1742 before the clco 
1742. toral college affembled at Francfort and chofc 
the Duke of Bavaria to prefide on the imperial 
throne ; where he arrived on the 31ft, and 
fwore to the imperial capitulation, which is the 
chief thing that requires the mature delibera- 
tions of the eleftors ; being fuch neceflary re* 
flriftions, to which, according to the exigencies 
of the time, and the power of the prince 
elefted, they think proper to fubjefl: the impe- 
rial dignity, as the means of fecuring the whole 
conftitution of the empire in their rights, with- 
out danger of falling under an arbitraty power; 
to which, before the reign of Charles V* they 
were r)ften little remote, for want of this con- 
tradl: and therefore they afterwards obliged 
every emperor to fign it before his coronation, 
as the condition of his eledion, and which he 
is to obferve, as the rule and flandard of his 
government, during his whole reign. 

On the 12 th of February the emperor was 
crowned, with the ufual folemnities, by the 
name of Charles VII. he was afterwards re- 
cognized by the Pope, who, according to the 
ancient cuftom on this occafion, granted the let- 
ters of difpenfation to excufe the emperor go- 
ing into Italy to take the two crowns of Rome 
and Milan, as the Popes had long looked upon 
the fingle ele£tion, and the oaths ufually taken 
by every emperor at his coronation, to be ^ 
plenary inveftiture of all the rights and dignities 
of the empire, and that all the reft were but 
ceremonies to make the German eledlion more 
"j^folemn and public. 

Thb 
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The ambaffador fent from Vienna^ with theCHAi^J 
iJeputation of-che Queen of Hungary's eleftoral II. 
vote for Bohemia, was treated at Francfort with v-^- v --^ 
much indecency, and her deputies at the diet '74^* 
were even refufod the accuftomary paffports. 
.This fufpenfion of the vote of Bohemia by the 
<ledoral college, being without the confent of 
the two other colleges of the diet, and the im- 
perial cities, gave- the Queen of Hungary juft 
reaibn to enter a folemn proteft, as fhe did, a- 
gainft ixy unprecedented a proceeding, arid fo 
flagrant a violation of one of the moft facred and 
material articles contained in the golden bull ; 
for if her majcfty could be thus deprived of her 
vote at the eledion, and upon other occafions, 
as w^ then intended, no ftate of the empire, 
how powerful foever, could any longer find fe- 
curity in the fundamental laws and conftitutions 
of that body ; and fhe hoped, from the equani- 
mity of the eleftoral body, to procure a juft (a- 
tisfaftion for the prefent injury, and fufficient fe- 
curity for the time to come ; refcrving, by her 
protcft, the prefervation of all her rights, againft 
the prejudice already done, and for the future. 
While France was well pleafed in her fuccefsful 
fcheme of fixing an impotent prince on the throne 
of Germany, whofc eleftoral princes had thus 
foothed the pride of their Gallic didlators. 

The imperial dignity is too weighty to be 
fupported by any but a powerful prince ; the 
Duke of Bavaria is the weakeft of all the fecular 
cledors, and therefore the more proper utenfil 
to be employed in the hands of France, to dimi- 
niflh the houfc of Auftria and the whole empire ; 
and his inability of fuftaining this bad of gran- 
deur, muft always oblige him into a fcrvilc fub- 
fervicncy to France, while he intends to keep 
i . . the 
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Part the imperial feat j and this fubfcrviency nouft nc* 
III. cefikriljr deAroy the liberties of the empire, and 
..-.-v-^' with it, the liberties of Europe. An Emperor of 
174^* Germany has indeed a title tnagniBcent and fur 
perb» but without hereditary don)inions has only 
the fludow of Sovereignty ; the GiercDanic body, 
confifting of the emperor, the King of the fio- 
inans« the electors, the princes and counts, the 
biiSiops and abbots, and the free or ionperial ci- 
ties;, all of each denomination, are ieparate iodei- 
pendant fovereignties, fubje£t to certain n^uljitr 
tions^ terms, and obligations, mutually ^nd vo- 
Juntarily entered ioix), for their common fecurky 
and preservation. Various have been thedifqui- 
iidons of each of thefe parties, for the appellation 
of this form of government ; the civiliaos, who 
flattered the houle of Auftria, have contended 
ior a monarchy ; when others, employed by the 
princes, pleaded for an ariftocracy ; and ^ third 
fort, who live in the free and imperial cities, ap- 
peared advocates for a democracy. 

Th E emperor is only the head of this great 
tronfederacy, without acquiring a foot of territo- 
ry, or much efFeftual power ; he is not t^c .arbi- 
ter of peace and war, nor if engaged in a quar- 
Tel, independant of the whole Germanic body, 
xan he demand of the dates any afliftanoe, with- 
out their voluntary confent and promifc : his rc- 
• urenues from the empire are very inHgnificanr, 
rand fmail is the real advantage an emperor en- 
joys above other princes of the empire, unkfe his 
iQwn riches and force command it. The wealth, 
extent, and potency of the Auftrian dominions, 
^gave that family this opportunity, and aUb vcAed 
in their hands the only folid advantage of the im- 
perial dignity, by giving them the power of dif 
])Qfing all fiefs^ forfeited cftates, and honours, 

to 
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to the profit of their own children. By fuch for- Chaf. 
feitures, Auftria and Styria, of which Octocar IL 
King of Bohemia was deprived, came into this L^VNi 
family by the gift of the Emperor Rodolph ; i74^* 
whoy from Count of Hapfburg, a fmall place in 
Alfatia, as one of the peculiar favourites of for* 
tune, inOftober 1273, was elefted to the im- 
perial throne, and was the firft founder of the 
prefent iiluftrious line of the houle of Auftria : it 
was this imperial right centered in them a great 
part ofSuabia, by the death of Conradin^ youn^ 
eft fon of the Emperor Frederick IL it was this 
brought the Duchy of Milan into. the difpofal of 
Charles V. who, inftead of applying it to the 
empire, annexed it to his own hereditary domi- 
nions: and it was this imperial dignity advanced 
the luftre of the houfe of Auftria to fuch a de- 
gree of fplendor, as to contrad alliances with all 
thofe potent families by which they have aug- 
mented their dominions, and maintained the im- 
perial crown, almoft hereditary in their own fa- 
mily, for above 200 years. So that the reafon 
is obvioufly apparent, why the houfe of Auftria 
Should fo earneftly contend for the imperial dig- 
nity ; and why France Ihould endeavour to pre* 
vent it, as the only means of diminifhing the 
power of Germany, which will be always a 
check on the ambition of France, fo long as the 
imperial crown inclofcs the brows of an Auftrian 
prince. 

The new emperor had no fooner been invert- 
ed with the crown, mantle, and fword of Charles- 
magne, the firft monarch of the weftern empire, 
than he revoked the Aulic council, or fupreme 
Court of judicature, at Vienna,, and cftabliflied 
another at> Francfort, from whence the Eleilor 
pf Mcnp, ai qhan^rejlor of tj^e empre, wrote to 

her 
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Part her Hungarian majefty to tranTmit *be records 

III. and papers belonging to that council from Vi^ 

^— •v-*-^ cnna ^ but, as the demand was indecently rnade^ 

'742. and this princefs difacknowledging the validity 
oF the imperial eleftion^ (he refufed to coropry 
with his requeft; and, foon after, the imperial, 
diet, or affcmbly of the dates, was removed ftpra 
Ratifbon to Francfort. 

The courrsof Verfailles, Berlin, and Drefdcn, 
made early preparations to attack the Auftrian 
forces in Bohemia and Moravia ; the miniftry of 
France were extremely eager to purfue the bbw, 
and deftroy the Auftrians before they could col- 
left a formidable army, fufficicnt to oppofe th? 
confederate forces. To lupport the war, the 
dixieme, or tenth penny ot the whole fubftaocc 
of every fecular fubjeft of France, except the 
princes of the blood, was ordered to be levied ; 
this tax, being collected with great feverity, ex-: 
alperated the populace to fuch a degree, that the 
public difcontent broke out at Lyons into an open 
infurreftion, where many thoufands of an enrag- 
rd multitude aflembled, and broke into the 
houfes of the intcndant and chief magiftratcs, 
with a refolution to make them the viflims of 
their tumultuous rage -, but they happily efcaped, 
and the mob difperfcd, without any efFufion of 
blood, or committing any other afts of violence. 
The miniftry alfo demanded a loan of ten milli- 
ons of livres from the financiers, or farmers of the 
royal revenue ; the clergy granted his majefty a 
free gift of fourteen millions of livres ; many of 
the provinces followed their example ; and from 
the regulations propofed to be made, for the bet- 
ter collefting the public revenues, it was computed 
they would, this year, produce 232,000,000 of 
livres, orabo^t 12^00,000 fterling. 

PURINQ 
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t)uRiN6 the time of thefe important tfantCHAP. 
aflibhis ahd formidable preparations, the court of II. 
Vienna neglected no ftcp to put the Auftrian ' — v-^ 
armies, both in Bohemia, Moravia, and Bava- i742» 
ria, irt a condition of afting ofFehfively. The 
rninifters, and public officers under the govern- 
itient at Vienna, generoufly relinquifhed a moie- 
ty of their faUries to triable their queen to pro- 
fecute the war -, their example was followed by 
thofe in the Auftrian Netherlands ; and this^ to- 
gether with the fupply of 500,000 /. granted to 
the queen by the Britilh parliament, enabled her 
majefty to aflemble a numerous arrtiy in Germa- 
ny, and to form another in Italy, which, with the 
affiftance of providence, crowned her arms with 
a glorious and fuccelsful campaign. 

Th e Britifh and Auftrian ^ miniftefs at the 
Hague, ftrongly follicited the Dutch to fend a 
body of troops to the affiftance of the Queen of 
Hungary, but the French miniftry had too 
much influence atnoflg the principal members of 
the flratds, and defeated the force of the remdn* 
ftrances tiiade by the Britilh and Auftrian embat 
fadors. Though the republic feemed content 
with their eftablifhment, and defirirtg no fort of 
aggrandifement, conceived their true intereft to 
confift iii the prefervation of the peace and re- 
pbfe they enjoyed, and in the quiet poffeffion of 
their eftates and territories i yet Marfhal Maille- 
bois, having pofted fo great a body of troops 
near the frontiers of the ftates, gave the alarm, 
with much inquietude, to their high mightineffes. 
They had made two augmentations in the ar- 
my, to watch over the fafety of their country 
and the fecurity of their fubjefts \ and notwith- 
ftanding the Marquis de Fentlon, ambaflador of 
France, had declared to them, •• That the 
Vol L B b b "" *• march 
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Pa rt " march of thofe troops was not intended aigaintt 
II L ^^ the dominions or countries belonging to the 

L-*-v-*-^ " republic, nor even againft their neighbours •, ^ 
1 74? • by wnich exprefiion the ftates conceived was pda* 
cipally comprehended, the inbabitants of tl^ 
Auftrian Netherlands, with whom they bad b 
(IruH: a^ union; and though th^ Ca^rdin^l de 
Fleury had made affuranccs to M- Vg,n H^f 
the Ehitch ambaifador at Paris, that this ^rcny 
was never dcftined direftly, nor ind.iji^f^ly, tQ 
give umbrage or trouble to the frontj^r^. pJF tK<5. 
republic ; yet the ftates, being fenfibl^ of the 
diffimulation and perfidy of France, and, 4p{>re- 
henfiye that the army under Mari]bal M^illebois, 
on the Lower Rhine, would Ipecdily recrivc a 
reinforcement, they therefpre wiftly relalved on 
a third augmentation, by which the foi;c^ of 
the republic w^re increafed to ioo,pQb tn.env 
their fleet was augrnented by twenty-fix^ n^ep of 
war imniediately put into commiffion, ai)^ twen* 
ty-five more ordered to be built. To defray 
thefe expences, the States of Holland and Weft- 
friefeland impofed an e;?traordinary tax on every 
wealthy fubjedl, whereby fuch as had a revenue 
from lands, trade, or any thing elfe, of 6oQ flo- 
rins a year, or upwards, to 12,000 flori?^ a. year, 
were to pay at the rate of one florin fpr e^h hun* 
dred : thofe who had the annual r^vjenup of 
12,000 florins, were tp pay 300 florin^ a year-, 
arid thofe whofe revenue exceeded. i2,ooq florins 
a year, were to pay at the ratq pf ftfty. Qojiqs for 
every 2,000 they had pf annual incon^^: a Jaw 
not only expedient, bqt.prpyicjcnt, as it efE;ftu- 
' ally raifed the neceflary fqpplies for the public 
fcrvice, and exoperated. the popr, without^ in- 
comcnpding their trade,, qr| it^pr^^^fing^ the numr 
bcr of t;ix gatherers. Xhis ajifjitjonal augmenta- 
tion 



* S^e^^^ in the late General Wan 37^ 

tioft awaked the ftifpicions of France ; arid tHough Ck a P, 
the Cardinal de Flcury pretefaded to have too II. 
moch confidence in theif High Mighrincfles, td ^-^v^— -j 
doubt the affarances they had given, that the ^742. 
aiigriieftt^tion of their troop did not regard 
Ffance ih any degree, and that the republic al- 
ways intended to maintain a ftrift arid cohftant 
uhfon with the king ; he was jealous of thfe Brit- 
ifh influence among the members of the Hates, 
whoni he daily perceived to revolt frtrni his 
views, drid on vtrhom he experienced all the force 
of flattery, and every induceriient of corruption, 
to preferve their adherence to the intereft of 
France : and the cardind having entirely devot- 
ed the Ambaffador Van Hoey to his fer^ice, that 
minifler tnade fuch artful ind partial reprefenta- 
tions of the triendfliip and firicerity of the King 
of France, and the declarations ot his nnliniflry, 
for the welfare and happinefe of the rfeptiblic ; 
tha[t, notwithftanding the general part of the 
Ddtch were willing and eager to aflift tht houfe 
of Auftria, yet, through thefe artifices of France, 
this affiftance was fo long retarded, that the day 
when the Dutch forces fhould take the field on 
fuch an occafion, appeared to all mankind, as 
uncertain as the remoteft aft prefcribed in the 
fartheft page of the book of fate. 

While the Dutch were remiflively inclined 
from alfociating their forces in the field to opi» 
pofe the French, the negociations of the Queert 
of Hungary were attended with a more favoui"- 
able afpeft in Italy ; where his Sardinian majefty, 
jealous of the Spaniards acquiring an Italian go- 
vernment, and determining to prevent any iA- 
vafion there on the Auftrian dominions, had pro-' 
mifed to aflift her Hungarian majefty z and, 
though the French miniftry made very advanta, * 

B b b :i geovtt 
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Pa^T gfous pr9pofaJs, )tp draw hi? , S^dinia^^ , niajeftj 
Iir.' * from' kri alliance to p^ejqdia^^ theintcreftof 
tliglipiare of Pouf Don, this pripce j^onpurably y^,, 
jectea them all. He obterved, t)?at no prince 
or ftatc, whofe inte^'eft and fafety depended upon 
tJie|preTervation of the.ballance of ^ytex ia Eui». 
j^ope, ought to Ipok^ without the deepeft con- 
cern, upon the complicated diftreffes of het 
Hungarian majefty, and the whole houfe of Aut, 
tria. The rapid progrefe and fucccfs of the Prut, 
fian^rnis; the war between Ruflia and Swede^ij 
the late fiidden revolution at Peterfburgh, |i>- 
inehtcd by the cmiffaries of France, puriK>fely. 
to deprive the Queen of Hungary of any ex- 
pefted relief from the miniftry of Ruflia ; and, 
above all, the exorbitant power of the houfe of. 
Bourbon, from whpfe intrigues it now appeared*, 
that all thefe public calamities took their 'rife,^, 
were melanchoUy confiderations to his Sardinian j 
njajefty ; who, as a man, defpifed the infrad:iQn»' 
of the pragmatic fanflion ; as a prince, lodged 
on himfelf as affefted by fuch atrocious proceed- 
ings; as a neighbour, faw the probability of falU 
ing the next facrifice to thefe violators of publiq.. 
fecurity; as a monarch, he was jealous of adit: 
niinution of power, aud tender of the rights and 
privileges of his fubjefts ; and therefore, he de- 
termijried to pfpbufc the caufe of the Queen of; 
Hungary, by oppofing the views of the houfe..- 
of Bourbon : for this purpofe he only waited the 
arrival of the Auftrjan army, then aflembling 
under Count Traun, to join them with, a body 
of Pied mpntefe troops, in the Milanefe, 

Havjno thus reprefented the politi<:al condu<3: 
of the fcveral powers at variance, it is time to 
trace out the military operations of a campaign, 
ri)ft PCMGqPC^ fi^ch ^n amazing alteration in the 

con* 
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condition of her Hungarian li^ajefty^ fo,^%|iiy Crap, 
advanced the reputation 6i Kjer arms, and fp Jj^ 
greatly reduced the power^^and difpirited .thevy-v-^ 
hopes, of France. j 742. 

The late elevation of the EleAor of Bavaria 
to the imperial throne, gave bini but a fmall 
ihare of happinefs : amid the loud acclamations 
that every way .approached him, in the height, 
of his magnificence, he had the misfortune, with 
an unavailing hand, and a perturbated heart, to 
behold his ele6toral dominions laid open to the 
vidtorious Auftrians, conduced by the great Khe- 
vcnhoUer, the moft confummate general of his 
age. The ftrong pafTes of the cledlorate had 
been already penetrated, feveral principal towns 
were reduced, and the Bavarian army defeated, 
during the feverity of the winter : the Auftrians 
were foon after advancing into the bowels of this 
plentiful country, without the appearance of any 
moleftation ; and Munich, the capital feat ot 
the Bavarian family, fell an eafy prey to the unr 
refifted invaders. 

After the taking of Lintzand Paflau, Mar- 
Ihal Khevenhuller continued there with the maift. 
body of the army, confifting of 10,000 men, 
while General Bernklau, with a detachment of 
6,000 men, overran the whole country. Baron 
Trenck, having joined General Bernklau, with 
his body of pandours crofled the river Ifer, took 
the town of Platlingen, and laid the country, on 
that fide the river, under contribution ; he after-r 
wards took the town of DeckendorfF, and fcour- 
ed the Upper Palatinate, the northern part of the 
Bavarian eledorate, formerly difmembered from 
the Eledor Palatine's dominions, on his affum- 
ing the title of King of Bohemia in oppofition to 

the 
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Part the emperor^ in the year 1620, and transferred 

III. to the Duke of Bavaria. 
i-*-^r*-> Marshal Tworikg, with the (battered re- 

I742« mains of the Bavarian army, confifting of 4,000 
men, having in the begirtning of February crt)ff 
ed the Danube near Ncuftadt, and taken pbffeE; 
fion of the poft of Meyenburg, was purfued b^^ 
General Bernklau, at the head of i,ooO dra- 
goons, i^OGO huflars, and 20a pand&Urs, ^ith* 
an intention to diflodgc the Bavarians from their' 
poft. The Auftrians comtxieftced their tharchiJt' 
one o'clock in the morning, and continued it till 
five the next evening, when they fell in with the 
firft poft of the Bavarians, where there was a 
fquadrort of huflars, commanded by Count Sefl^I^ 
fupported by 200 dragoon^; who, upon their 
being attacked by Baron Trenck at the head of* 
the Auftrian huflars, were foon broke, dnd fled 
in fuch fear and confufion, that in this iidrmifh 
Baron Trenck killed and wounded twenty men 
with his own hand ; and, with the affiftancc df 
eight huflars, made Count Seflcl, four officers 
and 187 nien prifoners. Upon his rcturh to 
GcR^ral Bernklau with the prifoners. Baron 
Trenck was ordered to march with his partdotirs 
up to a village near Meyenburg, and slttack tlic 
whole conipany of Bavarian life guards, wha had 
thrown themfelves into that place, determining 
to make a defperate defence. The baron, march- 
ing up, attacked them with fomuch fury at ten* 
o'clock at night, that he entirely fubdued them, 
after killing their captain, a lieutenant, and fix 
men, befides feveral others wounded: the re- 
mainder of the company, confifting of fifty-five 
men j furrendered thcmlelves prifoners, together 
with their fine ftandard, wrought all in needle- 
work by the Eledtorefs of Bavaria. The fame 

night 
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night Count RodoJph Palfi forced a poft of Ba- Ch api 
vari^a infantry^ and took 1.30 prifonersi wJiUe 11. 
Marlhal Thoring, having infottmatioa of this\- — ^rr^ 
misfortunie, made a forced maich with the reft 1742^ 
of his little army, and contrived to crols the Da- 
nube the fame night, where he was in daily ex- 
pcdation of receiving a large reinforcement f rooit 
Eranice, • 

General Bernklau, being joined 
by Prince Saxe Hildbouighaufen, with the Auf-* 
trian troop$ from kaly, confiftmgof iiO,ooo m^n^ 
marched up to Munich, the capital of Bavaria* 
This city is fituated on the river Ifer, 60 miles. 
S. W. of Ratifbon, 200 W. of Vienna, 100 W. 
of Lintz, ai>d 70 miles E- of Ulm.:. the city is 
large and elegant, and the palace exceeding any 
in Germany for magnificence ; but the fortifica- 
tion^ arc inconfiderable, fo that the city muft al- 
\faji;s admit thofe who are mailers of the field j 
anq, when the Auftrian general fummoncd it to 
fyrrender, the inhabitants immediately opened 
thpir gates to the conqueror, where.Marlhal Khe- 
venhuller foon afterwards made his arrival from 
Lintz. The poor Bavarians, were now in a very 
deplorable fituation 5 the ambition of their prince 
had expofed them to the fevereft extremities of 
war; and they daily faw their country impover- 
ifljed, through the contributions every where ex- 
afted by the unmolefted Auftrians, The great 
KhevejnhuUer, who had not more bravery than 
humanity, commiferated the misfortunes of a 
wretched people, abandoned by their deluded . 
prince^' to all thofe fcenes of devaftation his fa- 
ther had befote brought amongft them, by the 
fa^me imprudent condud and obftinate adherence 
to the views of France : but, though the Auftrian 
general endeavoured to mitigate the feverity they 

were 



3^4 . ^^ Capidvi^offBe PoWBr^:?/i,%K^j 

Part were liable' tQ , (offer, it was ifp^^ll^^Tdt-W 
IILI ' eruircly to itCiffAiji hjs foldicrs n^^ 

^.-v-V Jayatgcs hi a coqiHry, whofc Rc^JQT^-gV^^.^^ 
^H^r itnotogeft inVitaciqns Jor t)lunder4:^fart(4,, if t^, 
wiidi Croats and SaUvonians had^;i)Ot. beep 'jpcg^, 
itutted to have gp^^ified the|r avarjce^^w^t^^.ijmp^^^ 
ility, thit afdour which inflamed: thenji ?o. rcij^ 
vcngc the injuries of their fovereigp, hju$ tj^a.- 
extinguilhed 5 and the hufiars, lyho l^rpcure thcjr!, 
fubfiftance folely from the plunder <Hey oBtaip^p 
would have beeh difpirited and reluftant toS?«f> 
zard their lives with their ufual intrepidity,. "if qcj{ 
pi-ived of the profpeft of acquiring^ a ^onipen^U!;'^^ 
on for their bravery and fervice. .^ ] 

On the 26th of February Baron Trenck, wy*;^ 
his. pandours, was fent to attack the BavJM^^o., 
garrifon at Reichenhall ; he arrived there. j&g. 
29th, and commencing the attack, at five in jh^', 
afternoon took poft within twenty p^ccs of (^^^ 
wall, by a fmith*s (hop : he broke dowrt the back » 
part of the fmith*s houfe, and planted there twpi; 
pieces of cannon. In the night, clie baron ,tc*; 
ceived a rejnfqrcement of two companies of grenv. 
adiersof Old Konigfeck^s -, whereupon he redoiu', 
bled the attack, and at length, after continuing<| 
their fire with great vivacity, thegarrifon, coor, 
fiitifjgof 300 regular troops, befide;s 700 archers, 
up^cr-the command of Colonel Mercy, confent- 
cd fl> capitulate; and accordingly furrerrdcrcd 
thenifelves prifoners of war, on the 30th of 
M»rcb» The Auftrians had only fix men killed 
arid fifteeri wounded^ and found in the town^ 
a^booty of fait tp the value of 300,000 florins* > 
,/TiHE Bavarian huntfmen^ who^were potted irt 
the Endings of the fiver Ifer, having •plundered 
Gentral^ Hcrmelteia's baggage, robbed' the ef- 
corr, confifting of forty men, and murdered 

the 
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the ' captain^ wgfether with fix c^dirf^6'h fbldiers 5 Gh k+C 
Biroh Trcfttk^^ii d^ached,* With=84 pandburs^ IL '• 
anii4o6 crdat^ to reduce thofe htintcrs, wha:were'*-'-rv-*--«^ 
now 1,20b dcfeerate fclloi^rs, and obtain fatiP"i7*^'^v 
faftion for the danaage done to General Hermet * 

tciny which amoarited to 1 5,000 fld-ins. The 
bairon inarched, on this dangerous expedition, 
in the dead of the night, from Munich to Wol- 
ferhaufen ; from whence he might reach, with- 
no great difficulty, the next day, Tolk and Left- 
ies, places fituated on the windings of the Ifer* 
ere the baron fent for intelligence, and receiv- 
ed advice, that the hunters were increafed to 
1,800 men: notwithftanding this, he gave or- 
ders to his men, to hold themfelves in readinefe 
to march the next day, intending to give th© 
hunters no further time to grow ftronger r but 
the Croatian officers, intitnidated at the number 
of the- Bavarians, entered into a confpiracy with 
their 400 men, that inftead pf marching to Tolk, 
they (hould wheel about and take the road to • 
Vilfhoven ; which, early in the morning, they 
put in execution, and left the baron with his 64 
pandoiirs, almoft within fight of, and furround^ 
ed by, 1,800 Bavarian hunters. The barony 
fenfible of the danger he was expofed to, (hewed 
on this occafibn a remarkable inftance of courage 
and refolution ; for calling his men together^ 
and aflfuming an airof fpirit, told them, *' That 
'< as the cowardly Croatians had deferted them, 
'* the booty would be all their own ; and th^t 
" they had no room to be afraid, as the Bavari- 
ans they had to engage with, were only a 
parcel of raw undifciplined peafants.** Thi$ 
encouraged the pandours; the baron heade4 
them, and leading them along the fide of a new 
road, fell fuddenly upon the hunters, who had 
V o X,. L G c C; cptrcnqh- 
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Part entrenched tKitt)fel^cs ih the/Wmge^'^lf^lJifig^uiS, 

HI. Irtje attack was f8 ^fious and tfiapertifij^ ^ thaf , ai; 

.-iv-— ' the firft on fer;; i tfte p^t^dours hid W6 ififeif ftflldd 

1742. and fix wotirrdtfd; (he baroh, ^fthcfoifg hte:'fitt 

inferior to thrl^^htm, fell uponHheto^PWrQ ife 

hand; and, ^fti^r a flpjt rcfifttoee^^'-^ 

routed them. Itf the purfuit^ thfe"^'lSar6n JtUUa 

five men with his own hand; tlid%kndcunPpt]t 

S7 to the fword, fet fire to 3^ hte^^; «'4d^tild«^ 

up 26 waggons of powder intp^^Kfe iakv^^hidi 

the garrifon of Straubingcn Ijad fc*t '<Jigto^ fbr 

their defence; and ill thi? was^ d<H;iSi^^itfe^(^ety 

jtrifling lofs amon^ the pj^ndoiui/ Thia-dtfeit 

threw the hunters into fuch ^ cpnRemaiSoDj^^it, 

Vppn fummoning theni the next "(Jay, tbcy Teiit 

the baron all their arms packed vpiii "^sig^^t 

together with the men that had pluirdclted Gcrie- 

ral Hermeftein*s baggage, with pttrt;^0f ki'^^tfJ 

petitioned all for mercy. The baroh- ai^e^tfe?! 

• of their fabmrffion, but obliged- iJi^tP- tbipay 

1 5>dop florins ready money, and t<i' Atlmt'^ 

large quantity of forage anc^ ^^f^CHid 1 the^ lotdi 

alio took 57^ ^l^he liorfes, with y^hich -bfi'* fi50n 

^fter arrived at^uiiich, where tiiiy wtiev6tf 

acceptable .to rtxnpunt the army. (' ''^-^"^ 

\ - Wh iLE MarflialKhevenhuller contirtued-^ 

yi^prjpus in the Bavarian dominions, ber Kfaa- 

garian majefty, fenfi.ble of the ehthufiaftid fftfCit 

ih^t prevailed, aiiiong her troops; fe^rt ia tetttefio 

tbc.roarlK^l at Munich, together wilft ter^^idbrit. 



Benedift AugufhjDs', b^brn the • latSo^-'-^akh 
1741 ; the pifSufes ^^tvtrc <uri.oiifly»^(9'1faciai- 
fiiature, aad the 1)ett?r ym cdn€Hi#'^iiiJi«h<fle 
^'orcls : '^^'"■'•' . ' . '' ^^ 2onijnjl?:ij: 3r!: 

'f You have nbW-'befort ypq^Hd^srsl-ciuetn, 
fi foTf;iI^n by all thg y^q^fld. AVhat dp ypu ipa- 
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"* i^~:mi(l\bti^the-def^uit <£ ttiis^inlantf ^ouChAP. 
¥y«f)a<Jt3^^peiV8 with what, confidence your II;; 
jy,iov?rc®9'Coraniits to your charge, as to that '— ^-,|-*.» 
fl^'Op*i/ftith&*I miniftcFf all her power, her for- *M*t 
^cefe' aa^-^fje whole fate of her kingdoms. -i'S'T" 
i^f .^^fce afcof tKisGonfidence, great hero, and 
^^ feilhfuWaflaJy & as-not to be afraid of render- 
BVSWg aa account of your conduit to God and 
j*f,:m«D. Ifi jpufticc be your buckler,, ict equity 
^^Vi^therHlfli^iyouradHons; but be inexorable 
^fl'IQ-cbofe fi4a have forfeited their oaths and 
"ffi ailfigitnoe.' Tread in the foot-ftcps of ttje 
~^agfc»t Prince Eugene, of glorious memory, 
.!T*.>ifOur prcdcccIErt- and matter. Imitate his 
*f:.^niniert;aJ CKample, Afiiire yourlelf that \fe 
-Tf^laniiourdefcendants, Ihail for ever have 'fiJr 
,S?: jou and yours^ a grateful remembrance. /This 
V^ wit prottdl to you, in the name of every thing 
■^,-thitt i$ deai;^ usj and we wiSi you contiff^ 

.**5?-|[HC«fsr".,.' , ;■ :...", 

j^.THE-^arfl^l -having read rfils letter at a fiill 
^nbk.'^tf the pii^Spal officer*^ every one preferitj 
■iired by th^^gyacrpus cxample-of their comraand- 
o«i with-^Fs ift rfieif eyes, fworq to faai|^6 
i7i^eiriiws|rfid £^r{un« to luppKiri: tlw hondiir^and 
fecurity tJf their ibvcreign. Tfjc piftur^ *lite 
-a^wahfe^expofed to the view of the' f^fcrii, 
w]W,-^ough Ipag hardened' againft the Tojfiei^ 
jWach ofnatijrei atthis rcfembuncc of a i'^al 
-^pitFCDth a&d, infant prince^ were awakened tO all 
. theii-' fears for the pcoteftioii of facred rt^J<|l!ty» 
-^niSlw emei^Dg from the long inciunbcnt glOWn 
:*rf.6ffiiftion; the did vcteranij and the fay^ 
hiountaHjeer of Carpathia, - felt ^eir Itubbwn 
hcartsdifiblvcj at the melanchdily ttflcflioHbf 
the misfortunes of their queen ) humanity guflifd 
irom- their eyes;, and the latierj in contradiftion 
: • ' -C c c 2 . w 



<gS8 The Con^uft 4f tbeFomn V^' Igai^ope, , 

PART'td tbetr ^M smd" terrible ap^eMMACQ^ ft^ 

•"llL ' tWf were men * loyalty fpruftgftoftichcirlkcate^ 

^-ip:;>.L^ ^nd^animating'theth wich refolution^' of <:iMfigt, 

1742. '!|*vtnctd theyi^rdre foldiers and afibftionatip &- 

-^jefts: they drew, ^d firft kiflfiid -cheir fabi^ 

then the pi6b3res; vowing aa iimolabk fidelity 

'to the originals, with reiterated crieft of ^^ Imiq 

^« live Maria Therefii:'* and in didr futumbe- 

::'haviourt as if infpired by thefe noble thoughts, 

*^'they difcovered, on all occaOons^ not o6iy 

* courage and refolution, but even madnefe and 

fury. 

The imperial army in Bavaria^ being joined 
by a body of 6,000 Palatine troop$, Marflial 
Khevenhuller deemed it an infringement of the 
'neutrality of the Elector Palatine, and leaving a 
garrifon of 2,000 men in Munich, marched ^inth 
the body of his army, and l^id the city of Neu- 
burgh under a contribution of 200^,000 florins; 
-and having' advice, that Mafihal Thoring had 
, pofted himfclF wich a confiderable body of ut)bps 
in the neiglibourhood of Laudlberg^ with- aft in- 
tent to difpute the paflage of the Auftrians throngh 
^' the narrow^ deBlea thereabout$, hit fent Central 
' ^ernklau with a detachment- 16 ^attack 4;hero; 
who advanced to Ratifbon, fr fre6 and inipeiiuil 
^ dty, 62 miles N. E. of Munich^ in piufuit of 
[ the army trnder the command of Marftal Thor- 
ing, who retired to Kelheim,- which,- -on the 
approach of the Auftrians, he deferted^ leaving a 
'vaft magazine behind him. General £eraiUau, 
' hai^ng put a garrifon in Kelheim^. purftied' the 
"Bavarian army to Ingolftadt, ^ toWA*^o Miles 
weft of Ratifbon, and 45 north ef^cinlch i and 
having attacked ^them under the^aSs €tf* that 
town,' the Bavarians -wcre-.^qfeated^ - ^nii 500 
-made prifoncrs, amoiigft whom Were Count 

Beau- 



,B«ft^e^y:jft4c:Jys^brotheri Qoqnt Prcyfing, and Chap. 
. tbQ^B^94l Mi^ichel and U^feeraker : after wljicb, ^ il. 
lyipirfhai Thgring, with the, .reminder of bi^^^-r-y-^ 
>itn^j .haftJty. retired to'Donawert, 25 xn^es i74^* 
"W. of Ipgolfljadt; where the Auftrian general 
did not think proper to continue the purfuit, 
and returned towards RatUbon, This occafi- 
Vpned the return of Marihal Thoring, who be- 
fieged the^Auftri^ns in Kelheim, but meetiiig 
\wuh three ice|>ulfes, and General Bernklau com- 
: ing up tQ the relief of the garrifon, the Bava- 
rian general was obliged to abandon the enter- 
., prize 5 and, about the middle of April, received 
„a reinforcement of 20,000 French and Bava- 
- ' rians, commanded by the Duke de Harcourt, 
r :"who were detached from Prague, and came by 
r Amberg (ihough the upper Palatinate. 
j^- Upc>n this jundion the French and Bavarian 
.forces compofed an army of 30,000 men ; and 
JJMarOial Khevenhuller being joined by the de- 
: tachment under General Bernklau and, the Prince 
q£ Saxe Hildbpurghaufen had an army of 24,000 
men. Marihal Khevenhuller feized an advan- 
. Ttagepus poft at Ortenbur^, near Paflau ; and 
-:dqtaQbed General Bernklau to obferve the nio- 
.,tk>os of the confederates^ who had detached 
4,000 o^en to attack the Auftrian garrifon in 
Munich. . The Auftrian garrifon, upoi^ inteili- 
. -•gencc of thejr, dcfign, quitted the city, think- 
.Jc^g it untenable. The citizens, imagining all 
.;.their..dapger^ was over, began to exprcfe their 
v^loyaUy by.refuGn^ admittance to a fmall body 
. jpf Aul&ian huffarsj^ and firing upon them, kill- 
je(j iom^.pf ithe bupfars, and took and detained 
^ibaae,ii£. their officjE;rsprifoners. But Colonel 
^ jyicntzel, ..^5^;he hca4 of a ftrong party of huf- 
iars, appdarcd again before the city, on the: $th 
' - of 
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MkT of May, 'ariSY»ohVa A\ IrthMm^o fori 

•-74^. #ere«henma!^h?rtj^'iup to t&^'t;iff?^*'lSiif iM*i 
ffiiS Kh€Vehholl^^^ ' highly dJft't^W^ftfig «^ 
feolation takeri By Ihe Auftfian^iSfflceiPS'^A 
th^^ quitted Mcrtikh, fent GerSerilrftcthfilfl* HXA 
fia?6ft Trcnck, %ith- 5,000 men, ^^^i^^tft ottBeAw 
i€-pofltfs that dty;^ The ad^^ane^d body fiWiWfl 
KSofc the town, and joined €616*^1^ Mefttegl^ 
^Hife the French were yet three' nterthe^ <Hftaift 
When~ the AHftrVans firft app^ared^ foefd¥^ 1^ 
nleh, the inhabitants buried thirty^fij::'plec^'iif 
cahtion, which <m their deparftire, they* tb6\ 
tip and planted on the walls and ■ towtts • of^'Ai 
&if\' and having barricadbed tHe-gat^'^il^ 
b^dRe down all the bridges^ fif ed ' oh ' thfa a*. 
viitccd . party with great vivacity/ Thfc AbfllH^ 
iflj Were obliged to wait that whole ei^nitig'^ 
night, tin all theif troops came tip;- «iiJ"d^ 
tif break of day, they refolv^^^tti ftttiW 'tfii 
town. The Auftriam marched^ «*ar<fe?rfftel 
paftirf the river, where the brfdg&s h»i4)^ 
bSWce down V and, upon their id^ttdrig; ^W*S 
tal<len in flank by twd pieces of -^liliOti^- and !iii 
front by the hunters muflcet-fllot; who iftite 
pofted in fome houfes on the op^fite bs(dlri;(tf^ 
ibmuch, that they foon loft a con(ideYab1e' iMDEh 
ber of men, and amorigft the reft ^a tiapuiiPdf 
grenadiers. The Auftrians, difr^ttlittg-'jrift 
fire, repaired one of the bridgcsi -and Iaid^t!*<> 
large planks on it; which was^|5afl(id"^ ovferiy 
the pandours, grenadiers, and eat^^fersP; 
is foon as the bridge ivas rendered vMtf\ 
tie, they were followed by the Croats srtid regii* 
%r battalions, each under their refpeflivc cffi* 
ftfrs, all ardently ftriving ^ho Ihould be firft* 

»Upbil 
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^Jlh? :h?ntefs,whQ had .galk4,!tffm Irqai^jtl^ -^-^KT^ 
JW>jLife, §nd.iii, requital cut tHc^T3:.tq'piep^^ 'Jtllff '74^* 
AH^iari^ ^re now tnaftcrs pJ^ t^cbcJ^ .%f^l^ 
jrftt i^Jbofing: in the town ; wtwp ^ron TpK^Jf , 
9$i^ bift p^pdoprs, found, a, iv^y t<^ the cle^9j^ 

t^^o ^opr, ;,^nd got iirto th^ garden ; ju4 ^ 
9xJhtad^;ji>rDljue.open t^e other door, and wa^^l^ 
lf^/|<3f,adiflirK:e to the town wall?, holding jfi^^ 
4f¥ff half i^pgn,^ the citizens fired from a batWJy 
Jiir^4Uy.op|X)fue to his men, with cartridge flip^j 
IfBi^t liing ^Qaly twenty-five j3^ces from tii^iji^ 
ifiUed eight ,pf tbepandours: on this the baripp 
fis^n^ the door again, and went the right hai^ 
MSl^y #lpng thj? wall of the clei&or's riding- hicrv^j 
tiijh ;he catfip to the ditches, and tookpofti^aa 
jfc^jKiceaS'bwf^i over againft the; town. Tbpijg^ 
|f.h§i!b"rklgf s- ??iere broke down,,; yet there w;gr(? 
$)fp boards fclftr^crofs a dviJct ythat^ran; jj;^9'^ 
jyflOMi wi^iphithe pandour^/m^ht have ^^ 
g^rtffi^i a^bb)( means of .a windjow th^ j^j 

Open left <:^4iV>a pne of the tow^r wallv tJ^5SWL„ 
»fhSi;h rt.wa§, no difficult ril^ttci^ to; clinjj^j.jligf 
^♦gbt have m^de tbemftlv<^ W/Jiers ^ th^ tf^W? 
Iwtif tfei.^ ftfc^Oie had been put in excc;utb99ao( 
xmM hi^veLb^n impoffibie to have prc^vcft^,. 
the.cii55 Irogi b^jng plundered t and, as Mar(h^l 
K[tev^<aJhj9Hei'->fe^ ftriftly prohibited any . out- 
rage! iK) fefiiiCqciRmitted onijhe iphabita«ts, JgiiJ- 
rt>in>Ttjenfcteiip|-dj^r€d hisi^^cn to.haJt, and ^yp 
^ftS^f^iBw^Uu iK)tice of tjie difpofi^ions he 
hSli'p^rjT 4fe^j^^«pe iiafimedi^tcly running to 
hJ^T^j fen^ 4^6r9d. the mndoprfi to proceed no 
fjiJttheP^; V^^!^eral;Ber,nk^^ th^rpfore fiimp^oned 

^fitfit<^nbfQrfOrreBder jnftf}4 ^^^ % fll9''t con- 
^uki^on^ tbp bjirgomaftcr with /bme of the al- 

flcrm?nf 
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Fart dermen, were deputed to treat with the general 
III. on the tern)s of a capitulation^ who granted 

b.— v-i^^ them the moft favourable and lenient conditions. 

174^« Though the French Abbe RouOeau, in his ac- 
count of the campaigns of the French King, 
has taxed the Auftrians with heavy charges of 
cruelty and inhumanity to the Bavarians^ it could 
be with no other dcfign, than to frame the moft 
£ivourable excufe for the breach of treaties lb 
notorioufly violated by the French, in attacldng 
the Queen of Hungary, and purfuing her trocm 
to the confines of her Bohemian dominions \ the; 
condud of the Audrians in Bavaria was far from 
deferving the fevere refiedtions thrown upon 
ihem by the Abbe Roufleau ; all excefles of ra« 
pine and deftrudion beeing carefully and firii^Iy 
reftrained : the Aufirians, it is true, made large 
contributions ; but in all their colledtions never 
ihewed any extraordinary ads of fc verity, other 
than what are ufually enforced by armies when 
in pofleflion of a country belonging to a dedaN 
cd enemy ; and which the French had executed 
with the utmoft rigour in Bohemia. Yet one 
particular adion, committed by Baron Trenck, 
might probably be imputed as an inftance of 
public feverity \ but, in reality, tended only to 
the refentment of a private injury, and the eSfeds 
of a facetious humour ; for the aSair, however 
extenuated, was truly this. That nobleman, 
who enjoyed a confiderable eftate in Sclavonia, 
had incurred the difpleafure of Auditor Sazzen- 
thal; who, in the year 1735, through the fanc- 
tion of his office, took an opportunity of unjuftly 
impofing upon the baron a fine of 1,700 florins, 
und alfo committed him to prilbn, with no other 
pretence than that the baron, and his pandours, 
iiad. purfoed and killed fome thieves who had 

ftolen 



Hftl?.^;ius:)ifli^yflg hprfi»v-»fch baron, ^Wg1ftC^A>f 
|^Jbd'4ipt;j6>r^ had. tuf oppQvt^vitY M w^ tl^ 
v^^¥« <hi5 ipi^fticc on (^.^agHtrate,.. tiU,.l)fi 'r—v-^ 
was BOW mfiogjcpntributions^^ JQ $tavaria,:^^^ "'^^^f 
he h^pcped ?> i^isct.with a fxiu^ttyrgentl^^^^^^^ 
ai^his featy in a village. four aif]^ from Muoicbpi' 
Krho Was brother4n-law to Auditor Sazzbtb^i:^ 
tihis gisntlemanj hearing the baron and.hispajQH 
dours were .'ScUvonianSy and tbioking his rela^*. 
on. 10. the auditor would procure hioi refpqi^ 
^flQuired of the baron if he was not acquaintp^ 
with him^ and feemed elated with the honour q£ 
b^ing fo neerly allied to tbe auditor ; little 
Atfpe6ti£ig what a dangerous perfon he was fpealo- 
io^ to^ who replied, he very well knew the avi^ 
4ioor to be a great rc^ue, that he bad treated 
him. very, ill in fining him .1,700 flovins; aiid 
th4t, as feven years were dnce elapfed, he wa% 
deeern^aed tot naake him, for the honour of 
l^kig his brothe[r*ia-laW^; repay both prin<;ipal 
and intereft : at -firft he refufed ^to comply^^ biMr 
the bftiion threatening togive hiny 100 la(b^ he 
^nt into hja cloietj and >broQght hiov. ^po 
diicats. So >that the baroa was humouroufly re« 
Vengeddf the auditor, without committing. :an^ 
a<5t contrary to the laws of war; things of thas 
nature being permitted in a hoitile country upon 
any plaufible pretences. 

TriB Bavariaiis having received a fecond rein- 
forcement fromf France, the confederate army 
Was now augmtoced to 40,000 men, and pitched 
their camp by Neder-Altach. This obliged 
Marflial KhevenhuUer to recajl his troops from 
Munich, and affemble all his army together near 
Villhoven, where, having thrown two bridges 
over die, Danube, General Bernklau^w^s detach- 
cd^ with Baron Trenck and a body of 6,000 

Vol. I. D d d men, 



394 ^be Condud of the Powers bf Eurdpc^ 

Part men, to crofe that river, and march as fat 

IJI. as Zell, where they encamped and entrenched 

-*-sr— -^ themfelves, within a league of the French 

1742- and Bavarians; who, after fuffering themfelves 
to be harraffed by the excurfions of the Aut 
trian irregulars, marched back to Deckendorff 
towards the end of May, and, after pitch- 
ing their encampment, the Duke de Harcourt 
and Marflial Thoring, with all the French 
grenadiers and picquets, and 3,000 Bavarian 
horfe, advanced to Hilkerfbergh, a caftle on 
the Danube, with a defign to feize the bridge 
the Auftrians had there thrown over the river. 
The garrifon, which confided of a ftrong body 
of Croats, on the appearance of the French and 
Bavarians, marched out of the caftle with a re- 
folution to meet them ; and,' being fupported 
by a reinforcement fent to their affiftancc, under 
the command of General Helfreich, advanced 
forwards, and coming up to, attacked the con- 
federates fword in hand ; and, after an obftinatc 
engagement, compelled the French and Bavari- 
ans to retire, with the lols of 1,000 men killed 
and wounded, leaving behind them five field 
pieces and a nephew of the Duke dc Harcourt, 
who was taken prifoner. 

After this adion the French and Bavarians^ 
though fo greatly fuperior in force to the Auftri- 
ans, avoided an engagement; and as the arms 
of her Hungarian majefty were vidorious in Bo- 
hemia, Marfhal Khevenhuller defifted from har- 
raffing them, till he faw the event of the pro- 
ceedings at Prague; and continued to obfcrvc 
the motions of the French in Bavaria, as he was 
intent on preventing them, or any other fuccours 
of France, from penetrating into Bol^emiji, to 

the 
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cbe relief of their forces, who had been pent up 
And furrounded by the Auftrians, in Prague, 




CHAPTER IIL 

Military operations in Bohemia: the 
battle of CzASLAw: the reconciT- 
liation of the King of Prussia, 
and Elector of Saxony, with • 
the Queen of Hungary, by thp ' 
treaty of Bresl aw : and the com- 
mencement of the fiege of Prague 
by the Austrians.* 

ON the clofe of the laft campaign, after the Chap. 
reduftion of Prague, the French and Ba- III. 
varian army, confifting of 48,000 men, comru— v^^-- 
manded by the Marfhak Broglio and Belleifle, ^74^- 
fpread themfclycs in Bohemia along the Muldaw, 
as far as the confini^sof Auftria : while the Saxons 
and Prqflians, being about 40,900 men, march- 
ed into Moravia ; the former invefting Brinn, 
and the latter fending a detachment to beficgc 
Glatz, a ftrong town fituate at the foot of the 
mountains th^t divide Bohemia from Silefia, 
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Part which was compelled to fubmit to fuperior forced 
III. The Auftrians, under the command rf Prince 

k-'v-^^ Charles of Ix)rrain, continued about Moravia; 
1742. and the army commanded by Prince Lobkowicz, 
maintained themfclves in Bohemia. Upon all 
fides were continual fkirmiflies, but there hap- 
pened no material adion; though the French 
and Bavarians were greatly reduced by the fcvc- 
rity of the winter. 

While Marftial Khevenhuller was oyerrun- 
ing the cfeftorate of Bavaria, her Hungarian ma- 
jefty, fpirited by the profpeft of a fpeedy affift- 
ance from the King of Great Britain and the 
King of Sardinia, was colleding a fufficient body 
of troops to reinforce her armies in Bohemia and 
Moravia. 

Prince Charles, though his army was too 
infuificient to attack either the Pruilians or Sax- 
ons in their entrenchments, yet often incom- 
moded them by the excurfions of his irregular 
troops, who very narrowly miffed jazing the 
King of Pruflia prifoner, having taken one of 
fits general officers and one of his pag^ &i$ ina- 
jefty efcaping only by the fleetnefs of his; borfe. 
His highnefs having ordered General PhKibert, 
with a detachment of 2,000 horfe and 1000 
croafts, to obferve the motions of thei Saxons: the 
general received intelligence, that the regiteent 
of Oofcl were marching out of Wels and Qfl&u, 
land he ordered them to be immediately attached 
by soo-croats, under the command of Licutctiattty 
Cblonel Mac<}uire, which was done ^mh iiich 
vigour, that, after a rcfiftance thit kfted an 
hour and a <juarter, the cr6ats defeated Ac 
*<rho!e re^iwieM, having killed the fieutenaht- 
cofonel, three captains, five lieutenaMs,' five cn- 
figns, and 340 mens taking tlie «oloncI, four 
'%.'■■ ' * J ^ ■•' • •' cap- 
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^aptains^ foor lieutenants, four enHgns, ^ndxttOuAP^ 
inen prifoners ; with a booty of four pieces oF HI. 
cannon, three pair of colours, the miHtary chcft, *— -^r*-^ 
.afid all rheir baggage 5 the Croats ^baving -bot ten ^ 74^t 
men killed aiid eighteen wounded. 

As Prince Charles of ix>rrain was now fulfill- 
ing the preduftion of the glorious Eugene, who, 
from the regimental difcipline, diligence, and 
^fiiduity, of the young hero, fbretdid he would 
acquire the charadrer of a ^complete general ; the 
digrdfion may well be pardoned, that traces the 
iirlT military rudiments of ubis aGcompliSied 
prinpe ; thus, in hts youth, i^enewing thofe lau- 
rels that his illuftrious gra^ndfatber, Charles Leo- 
pold, had entvi^ined r^und the coronet of Lor- 
xain; and, in the dawn of manhood, eclipfing 
all the glories of France j who fnaftched the palm 
•pf yiftory from the too ambitidusiLiftg of Prwffia; 
Ifopported the luAre of the Auftrian line ; and 
^aiHed the mpft confummate and experierKred 
generals of the prefent age. 

This prince is the younger brother of the 
Grand Duke of Tufcany, fince elc^d Emperor 
of Germany, and fecond ion ^ LAopo\d Duke 
of Lorrain, and Elizabeth Cbadotte, daughter 
t^ the late Duke of Orleans : he was born on the 
a 2th of Pecember 1712^ during his minority 
lie fliewed a fondnefs for the mmM Hfe, and 
urasdiftinguilhed for his ^efthasi wliich wanted 
iK) 4cuteivaxi0n. He made an tarly appearance 
M the army, ami,' from hid fifTft entrance into 
i^e military ib;(e, bis aflable deportment and 
ileady r eiblution, ib ingratiated himfelf with the 
Ibldicrs, that he was, arid not undcfervedly, fti- 
icd <thc delight ef the army. Having paffed 
through all the infferior degrees in the imperial 
^V9cc, jbon dMr the -commencement of the 

war 
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Part war between the Emperor and Ruflia againft tht 

III. Turks, in the year 1738, Prince Charles was prc- 

— -V— *^ferred to a regiment-, and, after giving eminent 

1 742. proofs of his gallant behaviour in the Turkifli war, 
was promoted to the rankof general of the artillery, 
but, upon the conclufion of the peace at Belgrade, 
he applied himfelf to ftudy the theory of that 
military art he fince reduced into . praftice. 
His highnefs was now in the 30th year of his age, 
was well proportioned, neither fat nor lean, and 
rather tall than of a middle flature; genteel and 
affable, temperate in diet, and negligent in 
.drefs, but his air at once difcpvered the man of 
.confequence and the foldier. He . had entirely 
won the afFediohs of his men, and though fome- 
what haughty in his behaviour to the officers, 
yet the dignity of his family, and the proximity 
of his alliance to the Queen of Hungary, made 
them chearfuljy condefccnd to his authority ; and 
this fubmiffion to their general, greatly contri- 
buted to the fervic^ of their fovereign, as the 
German officers unwillingly pay obedience to a 
general of their own rank. 

Prince Lobkowitz was older, and had 
commanded with Count Wallis and Count Neu- 
pcrg in the Turkilh war, where he fignalized 
bimfelf fufficiently to fhew that he was deferving 
of an important trufl ; for though he comr 
manded a third part of the German army when 
the peace was concluded at. Belgrade, his char 
rader was unimpeached, while Count Wallis 
and Count Neuperg were arretted, by an impe- 
rial order, on a fuipicioa of negligence in their 
duty. 

These princes were now to oppofc the King 
of FrufTia, and two of the moft> difljnguifhcd 
generals in the armies of France. H-is PruOiao 
. . majcfty 
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majefty was almoft a year younger than Prince Gh a ?• 
Charles ; his bravery was great, and by the at III. 
fiftance of able generals, with the beft regulated ^'--v^**-^ 
troops in the world, he had rendered himfelf one ^742« 
of the moft formidable princes among the pow- 
ers of Europe. Marfhal Broglio had fpent al- 
moft threefcore years in the military fervice, arid 
had acquired a diftinguiflied reputation when he 
commanded in Italy, during the late war be- 
tween the Emperor Charles VI. and the crown 
of France. Marfhal Bellcifle was alfo advanced 
in years -, he was a nobleman of great genius, and 
equal ambition, and had paffed all his life in the 
profeflion of arms, having ftudied war as a fci- 
ence ; he was adive and enterprizing, and brave 
fometiraes to excefs ; he was beloved by the fol- 
diers, whom he fupported from the oppreffions 
of inferior officers ; and was an able and experi- 
enced general. 

Marshal Broglio, having intelligence that 
the court of Vienna would fpeedily fend a nume- 
rous reinforcement to the Auftrian armies in 
Bohemia and Moravia, determined to get pofTef^ 
iion of the beft fortified places, for the fecurity of 
his army, if the Auftrians fliould happen to take 
the field with a fuperior force to the allies. Prague 
was already Iccured by a numerous garrifon of 
French and Bavarians ; and Egra was the next 
formidable place that attradlcd the obfcrvation 
of the marfhal. This city is fituate on a river of 
the fame name, 75 miles weft of Prague, near 
the confines of the Upper Palatinate, to which 
it formerly pertkined, and is the fecond place of 
conlt-quence in Bohemia, being fortified with a 
double, and in fome parts, with a treble wall, 
and a very ftrong caftle. To reduce this city, 
Marfhal Broglio detached a ftrong body of French 

and 
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Fart and Bavarians^ under the command of Couni 

IIL Maurice of Saxe^ a general who afterwards, by 

U.--S/— i.^ £iM nobi'e afbons, acquired a glorious reputacioiH 

J 742. and was dignified for his eminent fervices with 
honours never before conferred on any fubjetSt of 
France, excepting the immortal Turenne. Count 
Saxe invefted the town on the 23d of March; 
the ga^rifon maintaii>ed a vigorous refiftance till 
the 19th of April ; when, finding it iovpoffible 
to receive any relief from the Auftrian army< 
they obtained a capitulation, and furrendered 
the town, being allowed to march oik with the 
honours of war, four pieces of cannon, and two 
covered waggons, and to be condu£)ted to Pat 
fau ; but with a reftriAion not to bear arms a* 
gainfl the emperor, or his allies, till ranfonied 
or exchanged by cartel. 

During the fiege of Egra,^ the Auftrian re^ 
inforcements arrived, when Prince Charles had 
under his command an army confiding of 30,000 
infantry, and 18,800 cavalry % while Prince 
Lobkowitz found himfelf at the head of ii,ooa 
foot and 5,000 horfc. 

As foon as Prince Charles put his army id 
motion, both the Pruffians and Saxons retired 
out of Moravia, with great precipitation % fuf- 
fering confiderabte lofles in their retreat ; and 
what appeared very extraordinary^ they moved 
different ways, the former towards Silefia^ and 
the latter towards Leutmeritz, a city of Bohe- 
mia, fituate on the river Elbe, on the confined 
of Saxony, and twenty-five miles N. of Prague. 
This wide retreat abandoned the French and 
Bavarians to the mercy of the Auftrians, as they 
were now in danger of being attacked by the 
united forces under Prince Charles and Prince 
Lobkowitz ; but^ before the Auftrians could ef* 

fcft 
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ttOi this union, the iCing of trufJia, having re- Chap. 
ccired a rfrong reinforcement of 32,000 men^ III. 
under j^rin'ce Leopold of Anhalt Deffau, enter- v^^-^v^-vj 
ed Bohemia, and with the utmoft celerity cndea- ^7^'^* 
yourcd to circiinivent the motions of the Auf- 
trians^ and pirevent their juhftion. His Pruffian 
majefty accomplilhed his ihtentions; and, hav- 
ing advice that Prince Charles was niaking for 
Prague, the king rcfolvied to affemble his army 
at Chrudim, about forty miles S. E. of Prague; 
where, on the 13th of May, the Pruffian army 
entered the camp in three lines, and pitched 
their tents on the eminence of Chrudim ; hav- 
ing its right wing towards a village called 
Medlefchiitz, and the left towards the rivulet 
called Chrudimka : but his majefty, being in- 
formed that the Auftrians were encamped at 
Setfch and Boganow, and began to make incur- 
fions on the other fide the Elbe at Nimbourg, 
Podiebrad, and Pardubitz, where the Pruffian 
magazines were diftributed ; and alfo that 500 . 
of the Hungarian infantry, and about 3 or 4,000. 
huflars, had taken poffeffion of Czaflaw, a town 
thirty-five miles S. E. of Prague; the king, 
imagining Prince Charles intended to cut off his 
provifions, and prevent his jundlion with the 
French -, or that the prince defigned to march 
towards l^rague, where his majefty was apprized 
he held a fecret correfpondence among the prin- 
cipal lords and inhabitants : to fruftratc fuch de- 
figns, his majefty, on the 15th of May, at the 
head of the van guard, confifting of ten batta- 
lions, ten fquadrons of dragoons, and ten fqua- 
drons of huflars, marched direftly through Her- 
manmieftitz on the hill of Chotiebors, leaving 
the command of the army to Prince Leopold 
of Anhisilt, general of fck)t, with orders to fol- 
Vo L. I. Eee ~^ lovr 



4o2 The Condud of the Powers of Europe, 

Part low him the next day, fo foon as the waggon* 

III. of bread arrived. The king was fcarcely got 

— v-— -» to the rifing grounds of Chotiebors, when he 

1*742^ ranged his troops in a very good pbft, and went 
out, to get intelligence of the Auftrians, with 
the huffars, upon an adjacent hill, where he 
diftinftly faw a camp, which he judged to be 
of nearly 7 or 8,000 nien. This body of troops 
\Vas the van of the Auftrian af my •, who, hav- 
ing miftaken the Pruflian van for the body of 
the army, drew back in the night, and joined 
their whole force : on this his PruSian majefty 
fent orders to Prince Leopold, to march at break 
of day in order to go and incamp at Chdtufitz, 
d village near Czaflaw, and to make Kimfelf 
matter of that town ; when Prince Leopold fent 
his majefty intelligence, that he had perceived 
the camp of the whole Auftrian army, and diat 
the deferters had declared that Prince Charles of 
Lorrain was ihere with all his forces : on which 
his majefty returned for the army on the 17th. 

Lv the mean time Prince Charles received in- 
tellls;ence of thefe motions of his Pruflian ma- 
jefty ', and underftanding that the king was 
making a forced march to reach Czaflaw, he 
came to a refolution to attack them ; and for 
that purpofe quitted the camp at Willimow, left 
the baggage at Ranow, and on the i6th of 
May marched for Czaflaw, where he arrived, 
with the whole army, about two o'clock in the 
morning, and before Prince Leopold had been 
able to attack ir^ oa account of his long march, 
and the darknefs of the night on his arrival at 
Chotufitz. Prince Charles received advice that 
the Pruffians had pofted* themfelves behind" the 
village of Chotufitz, and that it wais impoffiblfr 
for them . to avoid' a battle :' on which, without 

die 
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the lead repofc, be .began to draw up his troops Chap. 
in order of battle, and advanced in excellent or- III. 
der to attack t)ie Pruffians, — -v*-*y 

The Auftrian army confided of fixty-two I74^» 
fquadrons of horfe, thirty-fix battalions ot foot, 
befides the Croats, and the Seriners, four regU 
ments of huflars, and two regiments of Rafcians^ 
The Pruflian army confided of thirty battalions 
of foot, fixty fquadrons of cuirafiiers and dra- 
goons, and ten fquadrons of hufTars. His Pruf- 
lian majedy, perceiving the Audrians were 
marching up in lines, ordered Prince Leopold 
to leave his camp, to get to the rifing ground j 
tp reinforce his fird line of foot-, and to leave in 
jthe fecond line, the vacancy that was neceflary 
for the ten battalions and the ten fquadrons which 
the king was bringing with him. His majedy 
arrived in his pod half an hour after feven in 
the morning, jud as the Audrians were approach* 
ing, and formed his cavalry in the form of 4 
crutch, or a carpenter's fquare, on a hill ; fb 
that it extended with a greater front than that 
of the Audrian horfe. The Pruflian army was 
all ranged in battalia, in the mod advaqtageoys 
and regular difpofition : and the Audrians, be- 
ing advanced within 2,000 paces of the Pruf- 
fians, the latter began to cannonade them with 
their twenty-four pounders j and, notwithdand- 
ing the terrible execution of the Pruflian artil- 
lery, the fird line of the Audrians advanced in 
front with the utmod intrepidity. The Auf- 
trian huflars were detached to harrafs the Pruf- 
fians J but meeting with repulfe, fell back on 
their body of referve, and put it in confufion : 
and a regiment, which covered the left wing, 
having been routed at the fame time by the Pruf? 
fiiins^ was the occafion^of difordering three- 

E e e 2 other 
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Part other Auftrian regiments. However the reft of 

III. the line, undifmayed at this accident, advanced 

^■OT^ with all imaginable bravery. Lieutenant-Gene- 

^742- ral Puddenbrock charged at the bead of the 
Pruflian cavalry, who quite overthrew and broke 
the firft line of the Auftrians \ when a thick 
duft arofc, and hindered the Pruflians from 
making the beft of all their advantages. Major- 
General Rottenbourg penetrated through the fe- 
cond line of the Auftrians, and was repulfed with 
lols : while the cavalry of the fecond line of Auf- 
trians, attacked the right wing of the Pruflians 
in flank, and caufed a few fquadrons to gise 
ground. During this difprdcr tl)e Auftrian 
horfe rallied, and attacked the Pru{^ai]i cavalry 
with fo violent a fhock, that they, in their turn, 
gave way to the force of the Auftrians, \j^itli 
confiderable lofs. In the mean time, the ri^ht 
wing of the Auftrian infanty pierced as far as 
the village of Chotufitz, where the Pruflians had 
pofted two battalions of the regiment of Schwe- 
rin, which the Auftrians attacked^ fet fire to the 
village, and even pulhed the Pruflians into their 
camp. This brought up the Pruflian horfe, who 
were followed by the Auftrian cavalry, where 
they engaged with the greateft obftin^cy and fu- 
ry : the troops on all fide^ behaved with fqrpriz- 
ing refolution and bravery: the Pruflians, ani- 
mated by the prefence of their royal leader, per- 
formed wonders; and the Auftrians, ambitious 
of exerting themfelves beneath the eye of their 
illuftrious general, afted as became their reputa- 
tion. Xhe battle was now become general -, the 
tv/o armies were enveloped with fmoke and duft; 
the day was oblcured ; and fcarce could the 
brave man tell where to dire^l his fword for pro- 
per execution : the difplofion of the muiketry 

ac 
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at once ftifle^ ihe fhouts of the vanquifhers, and Cha.p. 
the groans of the vanquiftied ; fear wa^ banifhed. III. 
and nothing but zeal and ardour, for the honour ^..-.-.^^^-^ 
of the day, reigned in the hqarts of all the conn- I74^» 
batants. The battle was long dubious-, fortune 
was now favourable to the Apftrians, now inclin- 
ed to the Pruflians, and vidlory hovered over 
them in fufpence, uncertain where to beftow the 
wreathe of glory. At length the Auftrian caval- 
ry gave way; and the Pruflian regiments of 
rrince William and Waldow cut the whole re- 
gipient of Vettetz to pieces, which, however, 
greatly difgarniflied the left wing of the PruQians : 
but the Auftrian infantry pufhed on very fuccefs- . 
fully, and entered the Pruflian camp-, where, 
thinking the whole army of the Pruflians fled 
befpre them, inftead of improving this advan- 
tage, they imprudently fell to plunder the camp ; 
and neither the entreaties nor menaces of their 
officers, could prevail on them to defift. This 
gave the Pruflian infantry an opportunity to rally 
themfelves, and, fupported by their cavalry, they 
returned to the charge, and vigorpufly attacked 
the Auftrians, when they were thus unprepared 
for a defence : this fatal incident decided the 
battle : Prince Charles faw the confufion of his 
nrien, he ordered a retreat, and conduced it 
with fo much prudence and fecurity, that he ac- 
quired more honour in the well concerted mea- 
fures for the prefervation of his men, than the 
King of Pruflia did by maintaining the field of 
battle; who himfelf did the Auftrians the juftice 
to acknowledge, that their lofing the battle was 
neither for want of refolution or courage. 

The battle lafted from eight in the morning 
till noon, when the Auftrians retired behind the: 
f ivulet of Czaflaw, where they drew up ;ig.-iin in , 

orcler 
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Part order of battle : they were purfued by Lieuten- 
lil. ant-General Jeetz, with a few battalions, and 
--"s/— ^ Lieutenant-General Buddenbrock, with thirty 
^74^* Iquadrons, and the huflars, who did little execu- 
tion •, and the Auftnans refumed their march in 
very good order, taking the rout to their camp 
of Willimow. Though the Pru0ians continu- 
ed vidlorious in the field, they pyrchafed 
the honour at an expenfive rate. Among the 
Autlrian infantry 3,000 were either killed or 
wounded ; but their horfe luftained only an in- 
cpnfiderable lols, the whole, killed and wounded, 
not exceeding 600 men: the Major-Generals 
Frakenbergh and WelQi, and Colonel Fours, 
fell among the flain : the Major-Generals Mar- 
fhal and Pallant, and the Colonels Thierhim and 
Livingftein, with Baron Hagenback, were the 
principal officers wounded, who, with 900 men, 
remained prifoners : the Auftrians alfo loft a few 
colours, with eighteen cannon, and one haubitz, 
which they were obliged to leave behind for want 
of carriages. The lofs of the PruQians was little 
inferior j this chiefly fell among the cavalry, who 
had 1,500 men killed, and -6po wounded-, 
the infantry fufFered lefs, having only 400 men 
killed, and 200 wounded : among the flain wer? 
three colonels, and one major j and among the 
wounded one lieutenant general^ two major- 
generals, one colonel, four lieutenant-colonels, 
five majorSj Count L'Oftange, about thirty other 
officers of horfe, and fome of toot : the Auftrians 
took I, coo prifoners, and amongft them Major- 
General Werdeck, who afterwards died of his 
wounds, and fome other officers ; they alfo car- 
ried oft 2,000 hqrfes, 14 ftanc]ards, aqd two pair 
of colours. 

Whilb 
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. While Prince Charles had been thus employ-CHAP. 
^d againft the Pruflians, Prince Lobkowitz was III. 

very adive in difturbing the French and Bavari- ' /— *- 

ans; and having undertaken the fiege of the I74-2- 
caftle of Frauenberg, encamped at Sahai, to co- 
ver the fiege. The French marfhals refolving 
to proteft the garrifon, and the Auftrians having 
poffeflion of Budweis, a ftrong town fixty-two 
miles fouth of Prague ; a body of French and 
Bavarians, confiding of 20,000 men, advanced 
towards Budweis, to cut off the communication 
of the Auftrians with that place, and to relieve 
the caftle of Frauenberg. On their approach^ 
Prince Lobkowitz quitted the fiege, and took his 
cannon to Budwei*. The French, on the 14th 
of May, came up and marched into the camp 
which had been quitted by the Auftrians -, who 
returned the fame day from Budweis, attacked 
the French about fix o'clock in the evening, and 
were every where fuccefsful till night parted the 
two armies ; but as Prince Lobkowitz fufpedted 
that the French intended to cut off his retreat to 
Budweis, he marched back in the night towards 
that place to prevent them: on this account the 
French affumed the honour of the vidlory, though . 
the Auftrians did not lofe 200 men, and the 
French loft above 500. 

Marshal Broglio, the next morning,, 
made himfelf mafter of Tcin, a little town about 
five miles eaft of Frauenberg, and fifty S. W. 
from Prague, where there was a fmall garri- 
fon of Auftrians •, and afterwards encamped oa 
each fide the river in the neighbourhood of that 
place. 

About the fame time Prince Lobkowitz fent 
a detachment of Croats, under the command of 
General Nadafti^ to attack the French garrifon 

at 
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at Pifeck, a to^n on the Muldaw to the fouth 
ofTein: the general fummoned the French, 
who retufed to furrender ; on which the Croats 
^742. plunged through the river, fwirtiming with their 
fabres in their mouths, ^nd fcaled the walls-, 
which To intimidated the garrifoh, that they 
made little refiftance, arid threw down their 
arms, (truck with the greatefl: affonifliment at 
the refolution of the Crdats, who found fome 
donfiderablfc magazines in the place. While 
General Nadafti was executing his orders. Prince 
Lobkowitz appe'ared before Pilfen, a ftrphg town 
fituate on the river Catbiirz, forty miles S. W. 
of Prague, and foon obliged the garrifon to fur- 
fender prifoners of war; where he took 25 offi- 
cers and 560 men ; as alfo nine large cannon, fix 
mortars, and a great quantity of pcovifions and 
provender for the men and horfes. 

On the i6th of May Marlhal Bclleifle fetout 
for the Pruffian camp at Chotufitz to confer with 
his majefty, and afterwards proceeded to Dref- 
den, with a view to eftablifli the twp nronarchs 
in the intereft of the Emperor and France ; be- 
caufe the French miniftry, deeming their alli- 
ance too precarious, were determined to try 
every effort topreferve a confederacy, whofe dit 
folution muft be attended with the moft fatal con- 
fequences to the views of the court of Verfailles. 
• But, notwithftanding the abilities of this able ne- 
gociator, all his fchemes were fruftrated, all his 
attempts difappointed : the King of Pruffia, and 
Ele6tor of Saxony, were both jealous of the views 
of France, and they fufpedted the court of Ver- 
failles had no real intention of aflifting the Empe- 
ror, for the confervation of the peace of the em- 
pire : and though France had poured her armies 
into the heart of Germany, under the'plaufiblc 

difguife 
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i^ifguife of a guarantee of the treaties of Weftpha- Ch aip. 
iia, by which the conftitutibnal rights, liberties^ Ut. 
and independence of the feveral ftates that com- ^^■^/^■^ 
pofe the Germanic bqdy arc fupportcd; yet the ^742^ 
courts of Berlin and Drefden npw looked on her 
preparations in a different light) conje£turing» 
that the fole views of her policy were founded on 
principles of difunidng the powers of Germanyi 
of weakening the refpedtive princes that flood in 
the beft capacity of preferving the fecurity of the 
emjpire and preventing any defigns meditated 
to incroach on the limits and freedom of thd 
ilates; and, in particular^ to debilitate the flrength 
of the houfc of Auftria : they perceived, that 
however this was effefted, whether with or with- 
out the affiftance of France, her fchemes were 
equally accompliflied : they were flartlcd at the 
refieflion of fuch imminent danger pointing out 
the fate of Germany 5 they faw their fecret enemy, 
like a peftilence, enter the bowels, and prey on 
the vitals ojf their country ; they looked through 
her mighty plan, and perceived that when one 
power was dfiiirpyed, another muft be diJmem- 
Dered, and another attacked, tiU France fhould 
cither reduce the whole body to flavery, or an* 
nihilation ; they therefore found themfelves oblige 
ed to renounce the treaty of Nymphenbiirgh, and 
recede from an alliance fo deftruftive to the liber- 
ties of the whole German community, fo dan- 
gerous to their own fecurity, and fo pernicious 
to the fafety, freedom, and exiftence of every 
monarch, prince, and ftate in Europe. 

For the arrival of this happy day, fo effenti* 
ally neceflary for the proteftion of Germany, 
and the ballanccof the European power, the 
Britifh miniftry were filled with the flrongcft 
wi(hes ', but they knew fuch a favourable event 

Vol. L Fff could 
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j^ART could be eflfefted only by a padent expe&auoft 
ilL of opportunities, and a politic improvcfnent of 
1;...^-^— ^ cafual advantages,; whick their ambafl&dor, the 
^742* Earl of Hyndfordy had received the ftrongeft 
dire£tk)ns diligently to embrace, and carefully 
iBcreafe ; and who loft no opportunity, negleft* 
ed no meanly and (pared no afliduity in promot- 
ing an accommodation between the Queen of 
Hungary wilh the King of Pruffia and Eledor 
of Saxony^ The court of Vienna now as fenfibly 
•erceived the neceflity of engaging the courts of 
Berlin and Drefden to defert the confederaq^ 
^med againft the houfe of Auftria, and were 
willing to obtain dieir friendfhip, on much fever- 
rr terms th^n had been formerly offered by the 
King of Pruflia. 

Th b Queen of Hungary Rad empowered the 
Earl of Hyndford to conclude a treaty of amity 
with the King of Pruffia r this nobleraan clofely 
attended the Prufiian camp, and having . held 
frec^ent conferences with his majefty, at length, 
after the battle of Czaflaw, in conjunAion with 
Coioof Podewil^y the Pruflian iecretary of ftate, 
a feparace treaty of peace was agreed on, and 
the preliminary articles figned at Brefiaw or the 
11th of June 1742,: between her majefty the 
^een of Hungary and Bohemia, and his ma^ 
jefty the King of Pruflla, of which the following 
were the principal articles r' 

By the 5th article, '' The C^een of Hungary 
♦* yielded in perpetuity, and in fall fovereignty, 
^^ to the King of Pruflia and his fuccefibn, as^ 
^ well the low as the high Silefia,^ except tlje 
^ principality of Tefchen, the city of Troppau,' 
*^ and the country lying between the 0{^u and 
^*' the high mountains bounding gpper Silefia > 
^^ as aMb the lord (hip of Hcrrenctorff, and other 
"■• -" - " - **diftridb 
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diftridls whick belong to Moravki, though Ch a ?• 
included by the upper Silefia. In like man- til. 
ncr her majefty yielded to the King of PruflJn, ^— '-v^ 
*' the city and caftle of Glatz, and all the coun- ^70^ 
** ty of that nafiEie^ And in return^ bb Pruffioa 
majefty renounced all pretenfions whatfoevcir 
on the ''Qh^^^ ^ Hungary. 
By the 6ch article, ^ The King of .^IVuffia a- 
♦* greed to preferve the catholic religion in its 
preicnt ftatc, as alio the inhabitants of the 
country in their polleffions^ liberties^ rights 
and privileges, without derogcttion to an en- 
tire liberty of confcience granted to pFOteft* 
/** ants, and the rights of the fovereign. 

B* the 7th article, " The King ctf ^Pruflu 
** charged himfelf, wholly, with the repayment 
** of what was -lent by the EngUQi merchants oa 
^^ the fecurity.of the .revenues in SilcGa, by the 
*^ xontrad of London^ dated the 2ifi of Jano* 
^* ary 1735. 

By the 8th article, ** A general arancfly was 
declared on both fide;, and hodilities imme- 
diately to ceafe; and that fuch inhabitants of 
^^ Silefia as fhould chuie to leave the countrv, 
ihouldbe allowed five years to fell th^r ef- 
fedb, without bdng lubjed ^0 any t^ or im- 
pofition. 

Akd by the i:ith article, ^^* 37hc two cdn- 
trading parties agreed to comprehend; in thefe 
preliminaries -of peace, his Britannic majed:x» 
^^ both in his regal quaUty^ and as £le£ior of 
-^^ Hanover, the Emprefs of Rulfi^ the King 
•^ of ©en mark, the States General, the houfe 
*^ of Wolfcnbuttl^, and the Eleftor of Saxony-^ 
*' provided, that within i«teen days after the 
i^« notification of the figning of this treaty, the 
«f*' JEl^iSlor of .Saxony mould withdraw bis foi:cej8 
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Part " from the French army in Bohcn^ia, and out 
lil, " of ali the dominions of the Queen of Hun- 

r-vT-^" gary." 

l|;;'42. By this treaty the politics of France were en- 

jtirely eluded ; the King of Pruflja and Queen of 
Hungary were no longer divided ; and this was 
accomplifhcd by the Britifti negociations. Though 
jneceflary as it was, the Queen of Hungary now 
yielded up the whole province of Silefia to his 
Pruflian majefty, a provmce 200 miles in extent, 
well inhabited, and furnifiiing 300,000/. annual 
f evenue, only for his neutrality ; and if her ma- 
jefty, in the preceding year, had but ceded to 
t^ie king the bare moietv of this duchy, flie 
inight then have obtained his whole ftrength and 
aflmance, in maintaining the pnacmatic fandion, 
l^nd 2^11 his interefl: in promopng the Grand Duke 
of Tulpany to the imperial throne. She was now 
the more inclined to relinquifli fo great a part of 
her rights, in a confidence of future fupport from 
the Britifh nation, in return for this extraordinary 
concelfion ; and;^ though the King of PrufQa was 
readily inclined to accept of an advantage he 
iicver expefted, yet he the more eagerly em- 
braced it, manifcftly from an apprehenfion of 
the iflbe of the con tell, which gfew precarious, 
upon the exertion of the Britifh ppwer. France 
was indeed deluded by this treaty, as Ihe deter- 
mined npthrng lefs than to canton out every ter- 
ritory of the houfe of Auftria amongft the confe- 
clerates \ and her difappointment was increafed, 
whcp flic found ;he Ele^or of Sajcony alfo dis- 
jointed from the Nymphenburgh alliance, in 
)urfuance of thefe preliminaries: but though, 
>y this defertipn of Prufl^ and Saxony, the baU 
Jance of the var was turned, and at Icaft 50,000 
fR5IJ ?ftH^^ ^wfty from tlje fcale gf France, ye* 
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all her projefts were not difconcerted ; for if (he Chap, 
xrould not totally, yet fhe greatly, diminiflied III. 
the power, poffcffions, and revenue of the houfe v— -v-^i- 
ofAuftria. 1742- 

This preliminary treaty, and the ceflions 
thereby made, were fully renewed, confirmed, 
sind ratified, in favour of his Pruffian majefty, 
by the definitive treaty of peace between the 
fame powers, concluded and figned at Breflau, ^ 
the 28th of July following •, of which preliminary 
and definitive treaty, his Britannic majefty gua- 
ranteed the execution, the firft on the 24th of 
June 1742, and the latter by the defenfive treaty 
of alliance, concluded between their Britannic 
and Pruffian majefties at Weftminfler, the 18th 
.of November following. 

As foon- as the notification of the preliminary 
treaty was made to the Eleftor of Saxony, his 
troops in Bohemia were immediately ordered to 
halt, till further inftruftions. A negociation 
was fet on foot, and a peace concluded between 
him and the Queen of Hungary, which was pro* 
claimed at DreTden the 17th of Septeniber ; and 
by which, the queen yielded to his Poli(h ma- 
jefty, as Eledor of Saxony, feme places in the 
circles of Elnbogen, Satzer, Leutmeritz, and 
Buntzlaw in Bohemia ; in confideration whereof 
the eledor guaranteed (o her the reft of Bohe^ 
mia. 

Wh I l e thefe important ncgociations were car- 
rying on, the French and Bavarians were left to 
contend by themfelves. Prince Charles of Lor- 
rain, after the battle of Gzaflaw, marched to- 
wards Budweis, and joined Prince Lobkowitz in 
the camp at Wefell, where the two armies form- 
ed a body of 60,300 men ; and having, for fc- 
yefal dajFS^ endesvcujred in yaiu to bring the 
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Part French to a battle, out of their camp at Fraucn* 
IIL berg, at lad, upon the 5th of June in the even- 
U--V--J ing. Prince Charles was informed that Mar{bal 
^74^* Broglio had detached a body of 5,000 men, moft 
of them horfe and dragoons, on the othet fide of 
the Moldau, under the command of the Duke 
of Boufflers, in order to make himfelf mafter of 
Tein, Lomnitz, and fome other pofts in the 
neighbourhood of Budweis. Upon this. Prince 
Charles decamped that evening, and advanced 
towards Tein ^ next morning he marched, with 
four battalions and fifteen iquadrons of cuirafliers 
:and huflars, to attack the Duke of Boufflers ; and 
/ound the French drawn up in order of battle, 
^dvantageoufly pofted, having their infantry and 
ibme field pieces in the center. Prince Charles 
ibimfelf attacked them at the head of the cuiraf- 
iiers, with fuch fury, that he ibon put their in- 
fantry and part of their cavalry into diibrder. 
fiiX lad the French carabineers, fuftained by 
ttheir dragoons, repulfed the Auftrian cavalry \ 
ibut the Auftrians rallying, and coming a fecond 
stime to the charge, the (bock was fb great, that 
not ojoly the French carabineers and dragoons, 
jbiK the whole corps was broken, and fled with 
^reat precipitation, leaving behind them their 
cannon, ammunition, and the greateft part of 
Itheirbaggagid, and above 2,00a men killed er 
taken prifoners, and amongft the latter was the 
^Marquis de Viiiemur. Several regiments of 
^horfe and huflars, together with large bodies of 
X^roats j^nd Waradens^ were imoiediately detached 
to puriue tliem^ who killed great mimbers, and 
Aook many prifoners. When Marflial Broglk> 
lieard of t^is defeat^; be decamped with fuch pre- 
icqntation^ that the jmilitary cheft, and a great 
|iart of tbe bagg^ge^ were left in the camp, wd 
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became a prey to the Auftrians, who immedi- Chap. 
ately entered the camp, and foon after took the III. 
fortreflcs of Frauenberg, Pifcck, and other places, 
where the French had pofted Imall garrifons to ^74^^ 
favour their retreat to Prague, which they cfFcfti 
cd, in fmall parties, with the greateft confufion 
and timidity, and never ventured to look back, 
till they found themfelves under the protediort 
of the cannon of Prague -, where they were joined 
by Marfhal Bellcifle, on his return from Drefden^ 
Prince Charles foon advanced with his army to^ 
wards Prague ; and the French marfliak, apprize 
ed of the treaty of Breflau, endeavoured to give 
the (Irongefl: fecurity to their army, againft the 
attack of the Auftrians. 

This city, fo remarkable for the extraordi-^ 
nary fiege fuftained there by the French, under 
the Marfhals Broglio and Belieifle, is the metro- 
polis of Bohemia, pleafantly (ituated on the large 
river Moldau, 150 miles N. W. of Vienna, loa 
N. E. of Ratifbon, and 70 S. of Drefden. Few 
cities in Europe have a larger extent than Prague, 
which is divided into three parts, called the old^ 
the new, and the middle city. The old city, oni 
the eaft of the Moldau, is very populous, and 
fiill of handfome, but old-falhioned houfes; in 
which ftands the univerfity, one of the moft ce- 
lebrated in Europe : and in this quarter, greaii 
numbers of wealthy Jews have their refidence^ 
The new city was formerly feparated from the? 
©Id by a wall, but now only by a dftch, into 
which the river can be let at plieafure. The 
leffer town lies on the weft of the Moldau, and 
joins to the old town by a bridge of fixteen arch- 
es, being in all 1,700 feet long, and 35 broad, 
with two large gates under two fpacious towers, 
one at each cnd^ which make^ this bridge one 
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Part of the nobleft ftru6lures in the world, it being 
III. 400 feet longer than Weftminfter bridge, and 
---V--— ' 780 feet longer than London bridge : part of 
;^742. this town is built on a rifing ground, at the top 
of which ftands Upper Prague, where is a mag- 
nificent palace belonging to the crown/ Prague 
is pleafantly furrounded by fine fields and gar- 
dens, and adorned with a great many elegant 
houfes, churches, and convents : the inhabitants 
are computed to be about 100,000 ; and, except- 
ing London, Paris, and Rome, no city has a 
greater concourfe of nobility and gentry^ who 
are exceeded by none in aftluence and grandeur, 
equalled by few in politenefs and civility to ftran- 
ger^. The whole city is encompaficd with a wall, 
baflions, and other works, a citadel in the new 
town, and a caftle in the little town, well pro- 
vided with cannon, which* render it as ftrong as 
a place of that extent can be ; but it is com- 
manded by the hills of Ginrifnitz, about a mile 
from the city : though if the inhabitants had ex- 
erted themfelves when the French and Bavarians 
iirft appeared before the city, they might have 
given them much trouble and difficulty \ for in 
the year 1648, when General Koningfmark, 
with a numerous army, had furprized the little 
town, and was afterwards joined by Charles Guf- 
tavus Prince Palatine^ with a reinforcement of 
10,000 men, they in vain made many attempts 
on the old and new city, while nothing could 
overcome the refolution- of the governor, who 
held out a confiderable time, till news came of 
the conclufion of a general peace. 

Marshal Broglio having detached 20,000 
men, under the Duke de Harcourt^ into Bava- 
ria, the French garrifbn in, and army under, 
the walls of Prague^ confifted now of 24,000 
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i>f ibeir nvoft valuable troops ; and their beftCHAP* 
cavalry a part erf phat number 5 they wefe bufily III. 
cinplpyetj in fprtifying their camp^ vvhich they ' — /-^ 
f:feofe pn a V^ry convenient ipot of ground, being ^74*^ 
% iott of peninfula, formed at the north end of 
thp city by th^ winding of the river Moldau, by 
yrhidi the right, Icfc^ and rear, were fecured 
iig^^nft any at^ack^ fo that they had nqthing but 
9. narrow J^ont to guard, and this was defended 
in flank by the cannpn iipon the ramparts of the 
pity, a^ veil as ty the ftrong retrenchments they 
had r^ifed in fronts beti;(reen xbe town and thei 
|iv,er. 

. Pri2^ce Qharles and Prince Lobkowitz^ 
:ilvitb the cpoxbined armies, amounting to 60,000 
men 4 on the ^i^thof June, arriyed within fighc 
iif Prague, and encamped on the hills of Gin- 
/ifnit?^ ?bout a mile and quarter from the city ^ 
from whence the army marched ind encamped 
«t IJonigfliall^ nearer to Prague, where, on thei 
27th, the Grand Duke of Tufcany arrived in thb 
camp. 

The appeararice of the Auftrian army, conr 
f^inced the F^rench the force of oppofition woulcj 
^9l^ liijtl.e fcrvicc^ and they refolved to try if 
they could extricate tbemtelves by ftraragems 
Df negocia^iqp. With this view, the French 
lent a trumpet to demand a conference^ anc^ 
jthe.fancie being granted, Marfhal B'rlleiQe, oq 
^he part 9^ the French, and Count Konigfegg^ 
on ithe p^t of the Auftrjans, met at a place ap* 
fK)in{ejl near the Auftrian head guarters^ where 
i^he marjhal opened the conference, by faying^ 
^* He h^d inftru<5tions from his court tg treat of 
-** a general peace/^ As fuch a propofuion was 
fXpef^^d^ the coupt ,was prepared to make a pro^ 
per reply, ^jpfgl juifwer^d^ " That his foverci^n. 
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« the Queen of Hungary, would hearken to nd 
v« propolals of that kind, without firft confulting 
« her allies ; ** which put an end to the cgnfe- 
1742. rence. The Auftriait miniftfy fuggefted fuch 
overtures would be attempted, and they knew 
the French would make advantageous propofah 
to get delivered out of then: confinement : but 
how could they truft to fuch infidious ofiers, and 
rely upon the faith of that perfidious power ! Or 
how could they venture to conclude a neW capi- 
tulation with the very body of tfoops, who, had 
they nor, contrary to dl military hodourand 
rules of war, broke a late capitulation, by which 
they faved their lives at Lintz a few months be- 
fore, coufld not haVc been at Prague in that con- 
jun(^ure, to have demanded a fecond opportun'f- 
f y to abufe the mercy of a generous viftor ! h 
might, with great reafon, be apprehended, that 
the Frencih, if they had efcapfcd from their em- 
barraffment by accomitiodation, would jiavt 
Iboked on arty fuch treaty aS only a ceflation of 
arms, which they had procured, as a temporary 
CKpedient, to deceive thofe as would be weak 
enough to confide iti their ertgagements, and to 
fhun one of the mod weighty blows that France 
had ever felt in any fingle campaign. 

Whei!!' Marflial Belleifle, fo ertiinent a ftatel^ 
man, fbund the Auftrians were too wary to be 
trapanned rn his cobweb negociations,- he held 
fcveral other conferences with Count Konigfegg^ 
concerning a capitulation for the furrender of 
the place : the French offered to* evacuate Prague 
and ail Bohemia, the fortreffes of Egra and Frau- 
en berg included, on permiflionof marching off 
with their artiHery, armSi and baggage ? bttc the 
courr of Vienna infiftiiig they Ihould furrender 
^rifoner^ of war^, the cwifercnces^ woit entirely 
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WokeoS^ and the place being invefted on all Chap 
fidesy the trenches were opened on the aStb of III. 
July. v^v- 

The fame day General Feftititz, with a corps ^74^^ 
of 10,000 men, chiefly horfe^ compofed of Hun- 
garian volunteers, and the militia of that king-. 
dom, received orders to approach Old Prague, 
in order ]lo ftraiten the city on that fide, where 
he polled bimfelf that night. The French mar- 
fhal, perceiving his defign, ordered the Pujk^ 
de Grammont, and Prince Clermont, with two 
regiments of foot and feveral regirwents of horfe, 
being a body of 8,000 n)en, to prepare them- 
jfeives and fally out on the Auftrian quarters. On 
the 29tb at day-break, the French advanced 
with fome field pieces in their front, and found 
General Feftit:tz,' with his forces drawn up ia 
good order, ready to receive them, at the dit 
tance of three quarters of a mib from the ful> 
urbs. As the troops commanded by General 
Feftititz, were moft of them young gentlemen 
who had never feen an enemy in the field before, 
be thought it neceffary to encourage them, and 
rode between their ranks, exhorting them to 
behave with fpirit and refolution upon this occa* 
(ion, for their own reputation and their national 
honour. The French began the attack with 
extraordinary vigour, and the (hock of their ca** 
yalry was fo impetuous, that the right wing of 
Hungarian horfe had certainly been overturned, 
but for a fortunate motion made by General 
^zaczky to fuftain them. The Frenph fell with 
pqual fury on the left wing, but were vigoroufly 
refifted -, they returned thrice to the charge, but 
were not able to penetrate, notwithftanding all 
their efforts. The French infantry in the centre 
fxiade ^ terrjblp firp, till they were brgkcp by 

Q g g 2 the 



420 ^e Conduia of tbiV'o^tct^f Euro^; 

Part thehuflars; arid then thfey rallied^ retuhied to 

III. their pods, and continued the engagement with 

u--v^**j the greatcft obftinacy imaginable. All this timd 

1742, f he French had fome field pitees at their head, 

jthe fire q\ which continned during the whole 

ai£t:on. About eight o^clock the aSkir became 

general, and i|: was paft ten before it could be 
ifcerned where the advantage inclined i Gene? 
ral Feftititz, aboat th^t time, niade a motion as 
if he intended to take the I^feridh in flank on thd 
lefty which put thech in difordtr^ and c^liged 
them to prefe on the cavalry ind infantry in the 
center. The whole bbd^ of Hungarians now 
renewed the charge^ ihakihg lb M^vvii and fb 
regular a fire, that the French wcrfc obliged to 
retreat, land regain the fuburbs-, beih^ {>urfued 
by the Huhgariahi lirtder the Very canmonc^ 
the ramparts and retfendirtierits^ Vfrh6 made a- 
bout 300 prifoners, having ftrcWtd the field of 
battle with as m^ny of their de^d bodte^ white 
the Hungarians had about ^50 men killed^ and 
«oo wounded ; though there is room to be Itif* 
prized that the lofs was not greater on bdth fides^ 
fconfidering that the engagemipnt continued fiv0 
hours with incredible obftinacy^ and that the laft 
difcharge of the Hungarians, which decided the 
affair, hi^ppened when they were clofe together, 
prince Clermont:, who behaved with gfeat intre* 
pidity, was dangeroufly \i!7ou/Jed in the belly 4 
ind the Hungarians had fevcral officers killed 
who diftinguifhed themfclves on this occiirion^ 
and amongft them, Lieiiten4nt-Q)lonel Sirakhy^ 
who coninjanded a body of the nobility of thft 
county of Ey fen berg. 

^ As the French concltidpd that General Fefti- 
JTirz WouH quickly take up his quarters in the 
Tubui-bs, they took tlie piioft cffcdual method 
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thdy cbuld to prevent it, by burn1n|g them dowftCMAP.. 
to the ground ; ahd they alfo rtduc^ to a(li€8 II L. 
moft bf the citis^efts country hoUfes^ within a foiall V i -« y -i» 
diftancfe of the plaee. 1 74^ * 

The Auftrians continued pofting themftlyeft 

in the beft manner they eould ; and od the 17th 

of AugUfl:^ in the evenings begah a parallel^ by 

way of commuhication between their tWO polls of 

Scharitz^nd Shillhorn: iht 1 6 th three batteries 

were begun^ one at the left of Sehaniz^ towards* 

the tbwb, and the othcf two beyond Shillhorn : 

^bout nine the £ime evening, the I^rlehch b^gaa 

to fire from the rdmpartd Upon the w()rkmeni 

which continued all night ; while the garrifoi^ 

were preparing for another Tally. In the morl^^ 

ing, about half an hout after threci a body of 

French, coil fifting of five brigades of foot, fist* 

teen conf)panie^ of grenadiers, goOdragooh^, and 

300 carabineers^ in all 6fi<>9 men, commanded 

by a mat-fb&l de camp and two brigadien, faliied 

out: they divided this force in two parts, the 

greater of which advanced to the right, and at-* 

tacked the Sw'edilh Schaht*, whefe mdft of the 

guard had been detached to Cover the different 

workmen ; and^ frbm a miftake among the Auf« 

trians, the French had an opportunity of making 

g very fuccefsful attempt. For when the Auftri* 

ans began to break ground, their orders were 

given to the farthefl advahCed pofts, '* Not to 

>' fire upon any account^ but to retire as quick 

f* as po0ible, and acquaint the commanding 

f* officer if any part erf the garrifon advauc* 

?' cd:** This order was tranfmittcd from the 

advanced pofts to one another afterwards, 

unknown to the officer on guard \ and therefore 

^U the Auftrians that covered the new battery^ 

ffad'Were advancci^ before their pofts, ?ame run^ 
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PiiRT ning back full fpeed into the Schantz, with the 
in. French at their heels s whofe fire upon the few 

^i-'v----^ that remained in it, was the firfl: thing that a^* 
*742. larmed them, who were not above 200 j fo that 
, ihe French poured immediately into it, to the 
number of 3,500 men, and nailed up four pieces 
of cannon and fome mortars. Mean while moft 
ofthe different detachments, that had given way 
at the firfl: alarm, rallied about 400 paces behind, 
where there was a lieutenant-colonel with 160 
men ; and, jufl: about day-break, marched to- 
wards the French, who immediately gave way 
and Red into the foflfe of the town, without 
doing any other prejudice. On the left the 
French had the fame fuccefsj but Prince Charles's 
regiment, being in battalion behind the trench, 
chafed them immediately out again. Thelofifut 
tained by the French, at both right and left, a-? 
mounted to fixcyrone killed and wounded, and a 
captain of Navarre taken prifoner : the Auftrians 
had a captain taken prifoner, but fuffered lefs 
than the French. j 

The French marftials, perceiving that their 
lad fally had retarded the works of i»he befiegers, 
judged there was no time to be lofl: •, and there- 
fore refolved to make another with all the forces 
they could fpare out of garrifon. On the 22d, 
at about four in the afternoon, 12,000 French 
advanced, under Marfhal Belleifle, who ap- 
proached with the firft party, and pofted himfclf 
at the left of the Swedifh Schantz, leaving the 
command of the right to the Puke de Biron. 
After a defence proportioned to the numbers, 
the French forced the Schantz-, and, foon after, 
thofe who guarded the communication gave way, 
it being flanked by the Schantz on the right, 
which eatirely commanded it \ t^ut the )cft c^ 
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the Auftrians ftood firm, nor could the Duke de Ch Ar» 
Biron, with all his fire and intrepidity, furmounc IIL 
their bravery, or make them relinquiih one foot ^-— v-^ 
of the foil of honour. The aftion continued ex- ^74^ 
ceeding (harp for an hour 5 and fhe French, ani- 
mated by the prefence and example of their glo- 
rious marfhal, exerted themfelves to admiration^ 
fearing nothings and afpiring only to pcri(h gaK 
lantly beneath the eye of their idolized command- 
er ; but the Auftrian picquets, of both infantry 
and cavalry, and a battalion ot Mercies regiment 
coming up, after a warm fire, the French were 
firft repulled on the leftj and afterwards chafed 
out of the line of communication at the Schantz^ 
in prefence of their marfhal, who retired behind 
the Schantz, from whence the French kept firing 
a little till he was gone^ the works thrown up by 
the Auftrians ftrving them for a parapet. Gene* 
ral Philibert, though he had two horfes fhot un- 
der him in advancing, marched forward in the 
eoolcft manner, with part of the Aijftrian cavalry^ 
on the left of the infantry, tilt he brought the 
nofe of his third horfe upon the retrenchmenis, 
behind which the French continued firing. The 
Auftrians here made a terrible difcharge, paflfed 
over the works, and pufhed with incredible fury 
among the French y who,: finding it impoffiblc 
to refill the torrent, retreated towards the town f 
the Duke de Biron^ at the fame time,, felt the 
fliock of the Auftrian infantry 5 and, before fe- 
ren, the French were chafed every where into ^ 
the foffe of the town^ by an inferior force; fof^ 
though the whole Auftrian army was ready, noc 
half the infantry, and but few of the cavalry, were 
engaged. Sir may's regiment of Hungarians foi* 
k)wed the French to the edge of the fofle ; but, 
aS'the garrUbn made, a continual- and well-fervcil 
: . ' fire 
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j^ARt fire from forty pieces of canAoa en the ramparo 
Id. of Prague, the Auftritns could not carry their 
^.-v-— ^ p^^uit any fartben The French^ during the 
174^. eogagement, nailed up four half aiortarsi and 
burned a few fafcines ) hoc had 2^400 meqi kiJled 
end wounded ^ the Prince dc Deyx Pones receive 
rd a fliot in his face^ from a captain of Starem*- 
berg^s regiment, as he was calling the French 
to advance ; but though he fell, the woiind did 
not prove mortal. The i^^i'^^^'^ loft ^00 <neo^ 
kiiled and wounded ^ and the Grand Duke and 
Prince Charles^ who highly diftingpiifljied them* 
lelves during the whole adion, were fccqueody 
expofed to the utmoft danger ; Prince Charles 
bemg every where ddive, and every where re<- 
jmarkable aax>ng -the forentoft of his naen % and 
the Grand Ddke efcaped very narrowly, bai^r 
4ng bis hat carr^d off* by one of the cannon bul^ 
-jeis. 

This adion lb greatly barraOed and difcour^ 
liged the French, chat they were obliged to a* 
bandon aJl their retrenchments without the town^ 
and did not feem difpofed to undertake another 
attempt till the 25th ; when, being St Louis's 
day^ in honour of the king^ they intended to 
(itcempt a general Tally, on which they depended 
as their la(t effort. Xheir defign was to force the 
head quarters, and make their way through i 
upon which the two Marlbalsy Bcllei(fe and Br(^ 
lio^ put themielares at the head of the garriibn % 
(but, perceiixing the Auftrian army ready to re- 
ceive them ^ they retired into the cown^ without 
^uidertaking any thing. 

TnouaH'the Auftrians had not yet advanced 
-to batter the city, the French bad all the mdan* 
rChoUy profpedls of a fiege before them i the Aai^ 
-flittis had received pofisive'Ordeis to mw^sAn the 
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place to the laft extremity; and as the city had Chap. 
no out- works, they expeded a pra<5ticab]e breach III. 
would i^ion be made in the body of the town;' — v— ^ 
and then the garrifon muft cither furrender ^742* 
prifoners of war, or be cut in pieces, unlcfe this 
cataftrophe was prevented by the arrival of the 
army under Marfhal Maillebois to raife the fitfge ; 
which the garrifon were promifed, and were in 
daily expedation of. 

Though the French had diligently taken 
every opportunity of bringing provifions. into 
the town \ yet, by the time of the laft fally, 
they began to be in great fcarcity 5 and the Auf- 
trian huffars, continually fcouring the country, 
prevented the excurfions of the garrifon, having 
cut 150 of them to pieces, and fo ftrongly inti- 
midated the reft, that they were afraid to ven- 
ture out of the city. The French had now 
2,000 men fick in their hofpitals ; the fcarcity 
increafed, and hunger was fo fcverely felt among 
them, as to caufe fo extraordinary a defertion as 
to create a fufpicion in the camp, that there 
plight be fome defiga in it, or that they had 
orders to defer t. 

Prague, the late flourifhing and happy capi- 
tal of a fpacious kingdom, with more than 
100,000 citizens within its walls, was now fub- 
jcfted to all the calamities that war and famine 
could inflidt: the miferable inhabitants were in 
the profoundeft diftrefs, an implacable enemy 
within their walls, without, their beft friends 
obliged to aggravate their niisfortunes, and aft 
with the appearance of a declared foe. Though 
the befiegers, as their countrymen and fellow 
fubjeds, withheld the dreadful horrors of an 
actual fiege -, unwilling to let the murdering can- 
non hurl a promifcuous dcftrudion alike on friend 
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Part and foe, alike on the innocent and the guilty; 
III. yet, by no more than forming a blockade, with 

L*— V'-*-' an intent to ftarve the French to a furrender, the 
I742- poor inhabitants felt every afflifiion in a greater 
degree than the French : they envied the foldier 
they faw perifhing in the battle ; with them fa- 
mine did a more dreadful execution : helple/s, 
they fpun out the laft feeble thread of life, dying 
in heaps ; multitudes of tender babes, whofe eyes 
had but juft gazed on the light, loft their ma- 
ternal nutriment, breathing out their little lives 
on the exhaufted bofoms now unable to yield 
them fuftenancc ; while the frantic- mothers felt 
thofe pangs of nature, were (Vruck with that 
poignant anguifh, none but the parent could 
ever feel, none elfe could ever know ; and let 
life ftrcam from their bleeding hearts, fwiftcr 
than the gufhing tear could pace down their 
faded checks, where once reigned all the bloom 
of beauty, now no more charming than the wi- 
thered rofc, the little emblem of frail mortality. 
Ambition, thefe are thy honours •, Lewis, thefe 
are thy glories •, and tyrants, to thefe the eye of 
providence and heaven, is always open,. 
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Heliconidafque falltdam que Pyrenen 

lilis remttiOy quorum imagines lamhunt 

Hedera feqttaces^ Ipfe femipaganus 

Ad Jacra Vatum carmen Affero noflrum* Persius, 

%* This Poem is wrote with a defign, to give the 
public a reprcfentation of the Antient Britons, and the 
moft remarkable curiofities both antient and modern, 
throughout the principality of Wales. The fubjedl 
may feem to afford but little room for the animating 
part of poetry, but the Author has thrown bis de- 
fign together in fuch a manner as to receive the em* 
bellifhmcnts of vcrfe ; and, by his laborious and well- 
colledled notes, has fo gieatly affifled the poetical com- 
pofition, as to furniOi the mod hiAorical and concife 
account of Wales, and the manners, polity and language 
of its former and prefent inhabitants, than has hitherto 
been publifhed. Neither can it be alledged, that the 
utility of this work is too trivial to attraft the attention 
of the public, for poffiblya great number of the Britifli 
fubjcds, may be hereby invited to gather a little infor- 
mation of fo material a tradl of their native ifland as 
is the principality of Wales, of which the general part 
of the kingdom feem as entirely ignorant ai> they are of 
the late Ruffian dilcovcries in the Tartaiian fea. 
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